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Christmas Religious Programming on BBC Radio 

BBC Radio 2  

Good Morning Sunday  

Sunday 23 December, 6- 9am 

The Rev Kate Bottley and Jason Mohammad are getting into the festive mood on the final 

Sunday before Christmas. 

In November, Ross Edgley completed a record breaking swim around the coast of mainland 

Great Britain. Swimming 1,792 miles in 157 days He talks to Kate and Jason about the physical 

and mental toll he experienced.  Bishop David Walker reflects on the Christmas message and 

how he and many others will be supporting the homeless over the festive season. Plus there’s 

music from the House Gospel Choir who bring their unique musical style to some well-loved 

Christmas songs and carols, and we discover why Esther the donkey has been crowned this 

year's Christmas Charity Champion. 

Good Morning Christmas 

Tuesday 25 December, 7-9am 

Live on Christmas Day, the Reverend Kate Bottley says Good Morning Christmas and celebrates 

with festive music and traditional songs.  Kate hears from singing legend Englebert 

Humperdinck who tells her about his plans for Christmas Day and why he decided to release his 

first Christmas album in four decades. 

Kate will also link up live with IT consultant and adventurer, Andy Williams, who is attempting to 

row 3,000 miles across the Atlantic Ocean from La Gomera to Antigua with three friends. On 

Christmas Day the team will try and cook a traditional Christmas turkey dinner, whilst in the 

middle of the ocean on a small boat. 

Kate’s music guests include the House Gospel Choir who will bring their unique twist on some 

popular carols and there are Christmas greetings from Sir Bryn Terfel and Bishop Michael Curry. 

BBC Radio 3  

A Service for Advent with Carols  

Sunday 2 December, 3-4.30pm   

 

A service for Advent with carols from the Chapel of St John’s College, Cambridge.  

 Producer: Ben Collingwood for BBC Radio 3  

 

A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols  

Tuesday 25 December, 2-3.45pm  

 

Please see BBC Radio 4.  

 

 Producer: Philip Billson for BBC Radio 3  
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Choral Evensong from the Chapel of Merton College, Oxford  

Wednesday 26 December, 3.30-4.30pm  

 

Choral Evensong broadcast from the chapel of Merton College, Oxford on the Feast of St 

Stephen. 

Introit: Welcome Yule! (Parry) 

Responses: Radcliffe 

Office hymn: Jesu, the father’s only Son (Christe Redemptor omnium) 

Psalms 57, 86 (Hine, Battishill, Lord Mornington) 

First Lesson: Genesis 4  

Canticles: Dyson in D 

Second Lesson: Acts 7  

Anthem: And I saw a new heaven (Bainton) 

Hymn: It came upon the midnight clear (Noel) 

Voluntary: Cantata No. 29 (Wir danken dir, Gott, wir danken dir) (Sinfonia) (Bach, arr. 

Guilmant) 

Alex Little and Tom Fetherstonhaugh, organ 

 Directed by Benjamin Nicholas 

BBC Radio 4  

The Creation of an Icon 

Monday 17 - Friday 21 December, 1.45-2pm     

 

In this series Aidan Hart, professional iconographer and former Greek Orthodox monk, will paint 

an icon especially for Radio 4 to celebrate the season of Advent. Whilst painting and describing 

to the listener what he is doing, Aidan explains the history, symbolism and philosophical 

ideas behind icons, lifting the veil on this powerful and compelling art form.   

 

Aidan, who has painted icons for over 30 years, says “we are glorified door makers because we 

create a door between this world and heaven. I feel like a composer and poet but working in 

colour and form rather than notes and words.”  

 

Listeners will be able to follow Aidan’s progress online via the Radio 4 website through a series 

of photographs.   

 

 Presenter: Aidan Hart 

 Producer: Phil Pegum for BBC Radio 4 

 

Sunday Worship - The Candle of Peace  

Sunday 23 December, 8.10-8.50am  

 

From Methodist College Belfast. The Advent wreath traditionally holds five candles; the one lit 

on the fourth Sunday of Advent is traditionally known as the Candle of Peace. 

Leader: the Revd Emily Hyland; Preacher: the Right Revd the Lord Eames, OM. 

 

From the Chapel of Unity, Methodist College, Belfast. 

 

Matthew 1:20-25; Luke 2:8-14 
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It came upon the midnight clear (traditional) 

Rejoice and be merry (Rutter) 

Ding dong merrily on high (arr Stopford) 

While shepherds watched (Owain Park) 

The Sussex Carol (arr Ledger) 

Christmas Blessing (Stopford) 

When Christ was born (Archer) 

 

With the Chapel Choir, directed by Ruth McCartney 

Organist: Dr Joe McKee 

 

 Producer: Bert Tosh for BBC Radio 4 

 

Prayer for the Day 

Monday 24 - Saturday 29 December, 5.42-5.45am  

 

Prayer for the Day over Christmas week will be presented by Northern Irish broadcaster and 

priest, Canon Noel Battye, who presented Radio Ulster’s Sacred Sounds for over 30 years.  

 

Before that, during the final week of Advent, the Rev Rose Hudson-Wilkin, Chaplain to the 

Queen and to the Speaker of the House of Commons, will be reflecting on the joyful anticipation 

of the good news of Jesus’ birth in the context of her work in the Houses of Parliament. 

 

 Producer: Seamus Boyd for BBC Radio 4 

 

The Daily Service 

Monday 24, Wednesday 26 - Friday 28 December, 9.45-10am  

 

The Daily Service takes its themes from materials written by the Archbishops of Canterbury and 

York – ‘Follow the Star’.  

 

24 December: From King’s College Cambridge: God with us 

 

The Choral Scholars of King's College Cambridge celebrate the centenary of the Festival 

of Nine Lessons and Carols. Presenter: The Revd Andrew Hammond, Chaplain of King's. 

Matthew 1: 18-24; Gabriel’s Message; Coventry Carol; Away in a manger; Director of 

Music: Stephen Cleobury 

 

26 December: With Hannah and the Hurricanes. Presenter: the Revd Richard Littledale. Luke 2: 8-

18 

Close harmony group Hannah and the Hurricanes sing Christmas favourites: Joy to the 

World; Angels we have heard on high; Carol of the Bells. 

 

27 December:  With Geraldine Latty and choir, and the BBC Radio 2 Young Choristers of the Year.  

 

Presenter: David Waters. John 1: 1-5; 14; A Christmas blessing (Rutter); A Child is born; 

In the beginning. 

 

28 December: Chaplain to the Archbishop of Canterbury The Revd Isabelle Hamley meditates on 

one of the strangest episodes in the birth narratives found in Matthew 2, the visit of the Magi.  
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Beyond Belief: Angels 

Monday 24 December, 4.30 - 5pm  

 

Angels are an integral part of the Christmas story. The Angel Gabriel appeared to Mary; a group 

of angels tell the shepherds about the birth of Jesus; and an angel warns the wise men not to 

return to Herod. All the monotheistic sacred texts include descriptions and stories of angels. Yet 

research shows that as many as one in three people in the UK believe in angels and one in 10 

people claim to have seen or heard an angel.  All this suggests interest in angels goes way 

beyond traditional religion. In this Christmas Eve edition of Beyond Belief, Ernie Rea and guests 

discuss why angels continue to mean so much to so many. 

 

 Presenter: Ernie Rea 

 Producer: Amanda Hancox for BBC Radio 4 

 

A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols  

Monday 24 December, 3-4.30pm 

 

A live broadcast from the Chapel of King's College, Cambridge in the Festival’s Centenary year.  

 

For many around the world, A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols, live from the candlelit Chapel 

of King's College, Cambridge marks the beginning of Christmas. It is based around nine Bible 

readings which tell the story of the loving purposes of God. They are interspersed with carols old 

and new, sung by the world-famous chapel choir who also lead the congregation in traditional 

Christmas hymns. 

 

A specially-written carol by the composer Judith Weir will be premiered during A Festival of 

Nine Lessons and Carols this year. A new carol has been commissioned for the Christmas Eve 

service every year since 1983, so this new work entitled O Mercy Divine for choir and cello will be 

the 36th such carol commissioned by King’s College. Judith Weir is an alumna and honorary 

fellow of King’s who currently holds the post of Master of the Queen’s Music. 

 

For Director of Music Stephen Cleobury, who began the regular series of Christmas Eve 

commissioned carols in 1983, this new carol will be the last such commission ahead of his 

retirement in September 2019: “I am delighted that Judith has accepted the College’s invitation 

to compose a carol for this very special year which sees the 100th anniversary of A Festival of 

Nine Lessons and Carols. A previous commission from Judith in the series, Illuminare, Jerusalem, 

was written for the same service in 1985 and has come to be regarded as one of the finest 

contemporary carols of recent times. We are proud to count Judith among our many prestigious 

alumni, and it is a personal delight to have been able to ask her to write this carol for my last 

Christmas here at King’s.” 

 

This year’s choices include a number of pieces which were sung in 1918. Every organist of the 

College is represented by a composition or an arrangement. 

 

Broadcast live around the world, the famous Christmas Eve service attracts millions of 

listeners each year. Commissioned carols from previous years have included carols by 

Judith Bingham, Diana Burrell, Tansy Davies, Jonathan Dove, Carl Rütti, John Tavener 

and many others. The series, instigated by Stephen Cleobury in 1983, represents part of 

a long-standing contribution by the College to contemporary choral writing. 

 

Hymn: Once in Royal David's City (desc. Cleobury) 

Bidding Prayer read by the Dean 
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Up! Good Christen Folk (Piae Cantiones) 

First lesson: Genesis 3 vv 8-19 read by a Chorister 

Adam Lay Ybounden (Ord) 

Jesus Christ the Apple Tree (Poston) 

Second lesson: Genesis 22 vv 15-18 read by a Choral Scholar 

In Dulci Jubilo (arr. de Pearsall) 

I Saw Three Ships (arr. Simon Preston) 

Third lesson: Isaiah 9 vv 2, 6-7 read by a representative of Eton College 

Nowell Sing We Now All And Some (Medieval) 

Unto Us Is Born A Son (arr. Willcocks) 

Fourth lesson: Isaiah 11 vv 1-3a, 4a, 6-9 read by a Fellow 

A Spotless Rose (Howells) 

The Lamb (Tavener)                        

Fifth lesson: Luke 1 vv 26-38 read by the Master over the Choristers 

Joys Seven (arr. Cleobury) 

Bogoróditse Dyévo (Arvo Pärt) 

Sixth lesson: Luke 2 vv 1-7 read by the Mayor of Cambridge 

What Sweeter Music? (John Rutter) 

Stille Nacht (arr.Ledger)                 

Seventh lesson: Luke 2 vv 8-16 read by the Director of Music 

In The Bleak Midwinter (Darke) 

While Shepherds Watched (desc. Cleobury) 

Eighth lesson: Matthew 2 vv 1-12 read by the Vice-Provost 

O Mercy Divine (Judith Weir) (King’s College Commission 2018) 

Sir Christèmas (Mathias)  

Ninth lesson: John 1 vv 1-14 read by the Provost 

O Come, All Ye Faithful (arr. Willcocks) 

Collect and Blessing 

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (desc. Cleobury) 

 

Organ voluntaries: 

In Dulci Jubilo (BWV 729) (Bach) 

 

Director of Music: Stephen Cleobury 

Organ scholar: Henry Websdale 

Cellist: Guy Johnston 

 

 Producer: Philip Billson for BBC Radio 4 

 

Midnight Mass  

Monday 24 December, 11.30pm - 12.45am  

 

This year, the first Mass of Christmas will come live from Leeds Cathedral in a rich mix of choral 

classics and seasonal favourites.  The Bishop of Leeds, The Right Reverend Marcus Stock, is the 

celebrant and preacher at the Mass of the Nativity of the Lord and the setting is Vierne's 

triumphant Messe solennelle.  Amongst the carols and anthems is Poulenc's ethereal motet 

Quem vidistis pastores dicite, and time-honoured favourites such as O little town of Bethlehem 

and Hark! the herald angels sing.  

 

 Director of Music: Benjamin Saunders 

 Producer: Ben Collingwood for BBC Radio 4 
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Christmas Service  

Tuesday 25 December, 9-9.45am  

 

From the atmospheric setting of the Chapel of Lambeth Palace, The Archbishop of Canterbury, 

the Most Revd Justin Welby, reflects on the birth of Jesus in a service for Christmas morning and 

he’ll be joined by members of the Archbishop’s own praying community at Lambeth, the 

Community of St Anselm.   

 

The service is led by the Archbishop’s Chaplain the Revd Dr Isabelle Hamley. As well as the 

traditional readings and carols, including O come, all ye Faithful and Joy to the World, the 

Archbishop will reflect on the Christmas themes he and the Archbishop of York are encouraging 

the Church of England to explore across the festive period. He also touches on something so 

many struggle with at this time of year - finding hope after the disappointments and struggles of 

the year at Christmas time. 

 

Music is provided by St Martin’s Voices, directed by Richard Tanner, who also perform a new 

arrangement of O little town of Bethlehem by composer Will Todd. 

 

 Producer: Andrew Earis for BBC Radio 4 

 

Once In Royal David’s City  

Tuesday 25 December, 1.15-1.45pm  

 

Every Christmas Eve at two minutes past three, a choirboy steps up to the microphone and sings 

the first verse of Once in Royal David’s City.  For many people this iconic moment signals the 

start of their Christmas, as they wrap their final presents or rustle up some mince pies whilst 

listening to the Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols from Kings College Cambridge.  The 

tradition of opening the service with a lone treble voice is well-known. What is not well-known is 

the fact that the Musical Director chooses this soloist just before the transmission begins giving 

a twelve or thirteen year old boy just minutes to compose himself before singing solo and live to 

an audience of millions across the globe. 

 

Once In Royal explores this event, as a number of former soloists talk about their experience 

including Rupert Peacock (who is studying for his A levels), Rodney Williams (who sang the solo 

in 1954 and went on to sing in the Westminster Abbey choir for the funerals of Lord 

Mountbatten and Princess Diana), Jon Wimpeney (now studying Computer Science) and 

composer Bob Chilcott (who sang the solo three times in the mid-1960s). In addition we hear 

from 100 year-old David Briggs, who sang in the first broadcast Festival of Nine Lessons and 

Carols in 1928 and later became headmaster of the choir school. 

 

Other Contributors: Jill Etheridge (House Master for the choristers at King’s College School) and 

retiring Musical Director Stephen Cleobury. 

 

 Producer: Helen Lee for BBC Radio 4 

 

Christmas Meditation 

Wednesday 26 December, 12.17-12.30am  

 

Fresh from compering his seasonal touring show 'Comedians and Carols' in pubs, arts centres 

and churches, Christmas-obsessive comedian Paul Kerensa offers a light-hearted reflection for 

Christmas night - a bit of a lift after all that turkey, sherry-filled Christmas pudding and what can 
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sometimes be the hard labour of family interaction. In this delightful sleigh ride Paul sends up a 

few of the most cherished Christmas traditions and answers some festive questions you never 

thought to ask. Whether you mull on wine or enjoy the biggest turkey, the biggest tree or the 

biggest credit card bill, unwrap the Christmas story through Paul's celebration of Christmas.  

 

 Producer: Katharine Longworth for BBC Radio 4 

 

Beyond Belief: Heroes  

Monday 31 December, 4.30-5.30pm  

 

‘Hero cults’ were one of the most distinctive features of ancient Greek religion. In the ancient 

Greek epic poem, the Illiad ‘Homeric Heros’ are seen as exemplars of moral and physical action. 

Today, in pop-culture, through comic books and film franchises, from Batman to Spiderman, the 

X-Men, the Justice League and the Avengers we remain utterly fascinated by the concept of a 

super-human, super-hero figure fighting against evil.  

 

In this New Year’s Eve edition of Beyond Belief Ernie Rea and guests explore how the idea of 

Heroes has developed from antiquity to the present day and what underlines their enduring 

appeal.  

 

 Presenter: Ernie Rea 

 Producer: Amanda Hancox for BBC Radio 4 

 

Sunday Worship: ‘Get up and flee!’ - The Flight to Egypt   

Sunday 30 December, 8.10-8.50am  

 

Soul Sanctuary Gospel Choir and the Jesuit Refugee Service Choir sing Gospel carols to reflect 

on the Biblical Flight to Egypt and the plight of refugees today. 

 

In the Christmas story in the dead of night Joseph is lying asleep, his wife Mary and the infant 

Jesus are close by. He is disturbed by the arrival of an urgent message - “Get up, take your child 

and his mother, and flee”. They hastily pack what they can carry and run from the slaughter, 

heading to Egypt to escape the wrath of King Herod.  

 

Sarah Teather and Fr. Dominic Robinson SJ explore this gruesome and terrifying epilogue to the 

Nativity story which sees the Holy Family flee from violence to a foreign land as refugees. They 

consider how this two thousand year old story is reflected in the lives of many refugees in the 

world today. They are joined at Farm Street Jesuit Church in Mayfair by Soul Sanctuary Gospel 

Choir and the Jesuit Refugee Service Choir, singing Gospel songs and carols. 

 

Go tell it on the mountain 

Silent Night 

Born to Die 

Amazing Grace/I’m a believer 

I need you to survive  

Kwaze kwaze 

 

Band Leader: Peter Yarde Martin 

Directors of Music: Magda Supel and Miko Giedroyc 

 

 Producer: Katharine Longworth for BBC Radio 4 


