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 SR: The Foreign Secretary Liz Truss is travelling this week to 

Ukraine. Before that she is joining me here this morning. Good 

morning. Thank you for coming on to talk to us. Are you working 

on the assumption that President Putin is going to invade Ukraine? 

LT: We think it’s highly likely that he is looking to invade Ukraine, 

that is why we’re doing all we can through deterrence and 

diplomacy to urge him to desist. That’s why we are strengthening 

our sanctions regime here in the United Kingdom. We’re going to 

be introducing new legislation so that we can hit targets, including 

those who are key to the Kremlin’s continuation and the 

continuation of the Russian regime. We’re also supplying and 

offering extra support into our Baltic allies across the Black Sea, as 

well as supplying the Ukrainians with defensive weapons. And the 

United Kingdom is the largest contributor to NATO in Europe and 

we are the largest European NATO supporter of troops and 

defences in Europe. 

 

SR: I want to talk to you about sanctions in a moment. But just in 

terms of what could happen, are you thinking an invasion is 

imminent? 

LT: Well, what we are seeing is an attempt by the Russian regime 

to destabilise Ukrainian democracy. Last week we revealed 

intelligence that showed an intent by the Kremlin to install a 

puppet regime in Kiev. We’ve seen cyber attacks, we’ve seen 

other attempts to destabilise Ukraine. At the same time we’re 

seeing this big build-up on the border. There is a real threat of 

invasion. But we don’t know what’s going to happen, no one can 

predict the future. What we have to do is work as hard as we can 

to stop that happening, because it would be terrible for Europe, it 
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would be terrible for freedom and democracy, and I think it would 

be very bad for the Russian government themselves because it 

could well end up as a quagmire as we saw in Chechnya, as we 

saw in Afghanistan. The Ukrainians will fight, that is absolutely 

clear. So we are doing all we can to prevent that happening. 

 

SR: The Ukrainians will fight. Jens Stoltenberg just told us - the 

Secretary General of NATO said that there is no scenario in which 

NATO soldiers are fighting alongside Ukrainian soldiers. Could we 

see British soldiers on the ground? Is that something that you’d 

rule out or is it a possibility? 

LT: That’s very unlikely.  

SR: But can you rule it out? 

LT: It’s very unlikely, and the Defence Secretary has been clear 

about that. But what we are doing is we’re training up Ukrainian 

soldiers. So we’ve trained up 20,000 troops in Ukraine. We’ve 

supplied anti-tank missiles, defensive weapons. We’re giving 

support to the Ukrainian navy. We’re giving support to the 

Ukrainian energy sector to help them become more energy 

independent. So we really are giving every possible support we 

can to Ukraine. And we are one of the leading donors of lethal aid 

to Ukraine to make sure that they are in the best possible position 

to defend themselves against Russia. But Ukraine is very different 

from the status of the Baltic countries like Estonia, who are 

members of NATO and we have a security guarantee with, and 

that’s why we’re doubling - we’re offering to double the number of 

troops into Estonia, where we have the enhanced formal presence 

to make sure that we are bolstering support for those crucial 

NATO allies who are very close to Russia. 

 

SR: But what people want to know is is there any scenario in 

which British soldiers are fighting with the Ukrainians, Ukrainians 

they’ve been training? Is there any scenario in which they’re 

fighting with the Ukrainians against the Russian soldiers? 
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LT: That is very unlikely. This is about making sure that the 

Ukrainian forces have all the support we can give them, whether 

it’s intelligence support, whether it’s cyber support, whether it’s 

defensive weapons which we have been supplying into Ukraine.  

 

SR: What about sanctions, because you’ve spoken about those 

already and the President of Ukraine says sanctions against 

President Putin, against Russia, will not work. 

LT: Sanctions can be effective. What they have to be is they have 

to be coordinated. So we’ve done a lot of work as the UK to pull 

together our G7 allies to make it clear to Vladimir Putin there 

would be severe costs on an invasion into Ukraine. And we would 

target Russian financial institutions, we would target energy 

companies, we will target oligarchs close to the Kremlin, and that’s 

why the UK is broadening our sanctions regime to make sure that 

those people have nowhere to hide and that we could potentially 

target any interest that has an impact on the Russian government.  

 

SR: But the problem is that a lot of people are saying that they are 

hiding and they’re hiding in the UK, they’re hiding in London. 

LT: Well, we’ve already taken action. We’ve put in place a mix of 

sanctions, and what I’m saying is this week we’ll be doing more to 

make sure we can target all interests of direct relevance to the 

Russian government. But we need to work with our allies on this. 

The fact is that Europe has been too dependent on Russian gas. 

It’s very good to hear the Germans saying that Nord Stream 2 is 

unlikely to go ahead in the event of a Russian invasion. But that is 

the type of measure we need, reducing the dependence of Europe 

on Russian gas, making sure there are alternatives, making sure 

that we have alternatives domestically so we can really go after 

these Russian interests that are bankrolling the regime. 

 

SR: But the sanctions need to have bite, and even our own 

intelligence and security committee says Russians with links to 

Putin are so well integrated into the UK business and social scene 
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that it’s almost impossible to untangle. That’s why it’s proving so 

difficult to tackle. 

LT: Well, this is why we’re doing more. This is why we are 

broadening our sanctions regime. This is why we are saying - 

SR: What are you doing? 

LT: - that we will take action, and we’re going to be introducing 

legislation to make sure that sanctions don’t just target companies 

who are actively destabilising democracies in Ukraine, but are also 

of strategic importance to the Kremlin. (talking together) the 

oligarchs. 

 

SR: What about the money here?  

LT: Well, we’ve already seized over a billion pounds of illicit 

finance in the UK. We have improved our illicit finance regime and 

we continue to look at what more can be done.  

 

SR: There’s a think tank linked to President Biden says uprooting 

Kremlin-linked oligarchs would be a challenge given the close ties 

between Russian money and the United Kingdom’s ruling 

Conservative Party, its press and the real estate and financial 

industry. They clearly think not enough is being done. 

LT: We are doing more. We are introducing new legislation to 

widen our ability to take sanctions forward. We have legislated on 

illicit finance, and we continue to pursue that. And I think it’s very 

important - there’s a real threat here to freedom and democracy in 

Europe, and that is more important than short term economic 

gain, both for the United Kingdom but also for our European allies. 

This is why it’ so important that we diversify away from 

dependence on Russian gas. But it’s not sanctions alone that will 

deter Vladimir Putin. It is also about Ukraine’s defensive capability, 

making sure they’ve got those defensive weapons, those anti-tank 

weapons, making sure we’re clear with Vladimir Putin that this is 

not going to be easy. The Ukrainians will fight. This could well 

result in a quagmire similar to Afghanistan, similar to Chechnya. 

That’s what we have to be clear about. And this is why I’m 
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travelling to Ukraine. I’m also going to be travelling to Moscow in 

the next fortnight. The prime minister will be travelling to Eastern 

Europe. We need to get that message across to the Russian 

government, that this is not something that is going to be simple 

or easy, this will result in a possible quagmire. 

 

SR: How do you protect against Russia retaliating, cutting off gas 

supplies to Europe? We’re not that dependent on Russian gas 

supplies but it would have a huge impact on us anyway. 

LT: Well, we are talking to our allies about this. The United States 

has more it can do on liquid natural gas. We’re looking about 

Middle Eastern, what other supplies we can secure from the 

Middle East. And in the long term need more nuclear energy, we 

need more renewable energy so we’re less dependent on Russian 

gas, as a European continent. 

 

SR: Do you accept that the National Insurance rise is unpopular 

among Tory voters? 

LT: We are in a very difficult situation. We have spent a lot of 

money on the covid crisis, which had public support, whether that 

was the furlough scheme, whether it’s the business support 

scheme. And the reality is we do need to pay that money back. 

What is crucial though is this government has really led in the 

vaccine scheme, the booster rollout. So we’re seeing ourselves 

recover the economy quicker. We’re seeing the highest level in 

Europe. 

 

SR: Do you accept, though, that it’s an unpopular tax among Tory 

voters? 

LT: Taxes are never popular, Sophie. They’re never popular. And 

as soon as possible we want to be in a position to lower our tax 

rates. We want to drive economic growth, because ultimately that 

is what will make our country successful. But we do face a short 

term issue, which is that we have spent significant amounts of 
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money dealing with the covid crisis that does need to be paid 

back. 

 

SR: Do you accept that it is an unfair tax, that working families are 

going to be shouldering the burden of this. Somebody who’s on 

£30,000 a year, for example, £250 more ever year, £50,000, £500 

more every year? 

LT: This tax has been designed to deliver the improvements that 

are needed to the National Health Service and to social care. 

 

SR: But it could have been spread out (talking together) 

LT: All of us, including the Chancellor, including the prime 

minister, want to be able to lower taxes. We want to see the 

economy grow. We want to take full advantage of our post-Brexit 

freedoms to do things like improve regulation areas like financial 

services so we can grow the economy. And the prime minister has 

been very forward, leading on covid, taking decisions other 

governments didn’t take, opening up the economy early, and we 

are seeing the positive results. So we’re seeing employment 

higher now than it was before the pandemic. And that is ultimately 

the way that we are doing to save the NHS. 

 

S: It’s a question of fairness isn’t it? And even the Institute for 

Fiscal Studies says it’s disappointing that the government did not 

find a better package of tax measures to fund these spending 

increases. A simple increase in income tax would have been 

preferable, because as it is the National Insurance is just going to 

be paid for by working people. Pensioners who have money will 

not be doing it. 

LT: Well, there are various arguments for various different sorts of 

taxes and as I’ve said, no tax is popular. This is why it’s vital that 

we get the economy growing, we take advantage of those post-

Brexit freedoms. But what the Chancellor has to do when he looks 

at the budget is he has to look at all of the tax options in the 

round and come to the best decision.  
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SR: Well, are we going to see the Sue Gray report? 

LT: Well, that’s a matter for Sue Gray.  

SR: When do you think we’ll be able to see it? 

LT: Well, your guess is as good as mine on that front, Sophie. I do 

not know the answer to that.  

 

SR: Will we see the full unredacted report? 

LT: It is our intention to publish the full report.  

SR: Intention means you absolutely will. Can you guarantee you 

will publish it? 

LT: Well, I haven’t seen the report, Sophie. But it is absolutely our 

intention to publish the full report.  

 

SR: It is a bit of a mess all of this, isn’t it? 

LT: Well, there are issues of course, with the fact that we now 

have the police investigation alongside the Sue Gray report. But 

we have an independent report being conducted by Sue Gray, we 

have an operationally independent police force, and we have to 

allow them to get on with that. My view, Sophie, is the prime 

minister has apologised for what happened, he made it clear that 

mistakes were made, and we have so many other issues that are 

of major importance to this country to focus on. You’ve been 

talking about the recovery from covid, I’ve been talking about the 

threat we face from Russia on the Ukrainian border, threatening 

democracy and freedom in Europe. So yes, we want to see the 

results of those reports, but my focus as Foreign Secretary is on 

these very, very serious threats that we are facing. 

 

SR: Is Boris Johnson the best leader to take the Conservatives into 

the next general election? 

LT: Absolutely he is. 

SR: You’re not tempted? 

LT: There is no contest, there is no discussion. He has achieved an 

80-seat majority for the Conservative Party. He has delivered on 
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the covid vaccine programme, the booster programme, he’s 

delivered on Brexit, and he will do a fantastic job winning the next 

election for the Conservative Party. 

 

SR: If he is found to have broken the covid rules or the covid laws 

that he wrote, that he told the nation to follow, should he resign? 

LT: I’m not going to answer hypotheticals. 

SR: It’s not hypothetical.  

LT: He has already apologised for what has happened and the 

mistakes that have been made. And I was, you know, there in the 

House of Commons, I saw that happen. I think now of course we 

need to get the results of these reports, but we do need to focus 

on the very important issues (talking together) 

SR: The prime minister is very important - if he’s lied to parliament 

should he resign? If he broke the ministerial code should he 

resign? 

LT: I’m not going to answer hypothetical questions. The future of 

the prime minister is assured. He’s doing an excellent job on the 

things that matter, recovering the economy from covid, getting 

Brexit done, getting this country going again. 

 

SR: Liz Truss, thank you very much. 

ENDS 

 


