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Welcome to the BBC Sounds and Radio Wales commissioning 
round from BBC Wales. BBC Sounds aims to give listeners the best 
in entertaining, experimental and creative audio. 

We’re looking for original ideas and formats; the best storytelling; 
the biggest talent and the most exciting new voices. Impact is 
important: in an ocean of audio content, why will this be of interest 
to audiences in Wales and beyond?

We’ve commissioned an array of high-profile series to be launched 
on BBC Sounds in the coming months. We’re now looking for ideas 
with ambition and impact to launch between November 2022 and 
March 2023. We have a very small number of commissions available 
for this period so give us only your biggest and best ideas. 

In line with the BBC’s wider Digital First strategy, we will be 
increasingly aligning our commissioning strategy for BBC Sounds 
with our strategy for BBC Radio Wales. 

Our intention is that most series commissioned for Sounds will       
also have a linear broadcast on BBC Radio Wales. In this round          
we are also looking for a small number of commissions for Radio 
Wales only.

Introduction
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BBC Sounds and BBC Wales
BBC Wales and BBC Sounds are working            
together to:

• Help build an on-demand audio habit for the                   
next generation

• Offer a gateway to Welsh storytelling and deliver 
value for all audiences

• Celebrate fresh new podcast voices from across the 
UK

• Draw on the strength of the BBC’s audio portfolio 

At BBC Wales we have a dual approach to 
harness the power of BBC Sounds: 

• Made in Wales: Content made in Wales but 
tailored to a wider audience. Recent examples of 
this include Aberfan: Tip Number 7 and Mark 
Andrews: My Love Letter to Wrestling.

• Tailored to Wales: Content created for a wider 
audience but tailored to Wales… including 
podcasts like Elis James’ Feast of Football and 
The Hayley Pearce Podcast.
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Recent Highlights and 
Forthcoming Commissions
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Aberfan: Tip Number 7 revisited the terrible events of 21st

October 1966 and a disaster which shook the world. 
Produced by the team who made Shreds, this nine-part 
series asked how the tragedy was allowed to happen and 
told a tale of unheeded warnings, broken promises and a 
shattered community’s fight for justice. 

Aberfan: Tip Number 7 
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A Positive Life: HIV from Terrence Higgins to Today has           
just launched on BBC Sounds. Presented by singer and 
songwriter Sam Smith, this eight-part series tells the              
HIV story in the UK over the last 40 years. It uncovers the            
little-known story of Terry Higgins' life, the Welsh boy            
who became one of the first people in the UK to die of                 
AIDS-related illness and meets the people who helped fight 
for the treatments that changed the face of HIV - and those 
who are now fighting to end the stigma around HIV.

A Positive Life: HIV from 
Terrence Higgins to Today 
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In Margins to Mainstream Michael Sheen introduced new 
writers from under-represented backgrounds and took us on 
a journey to reveal truths from the margins of society. 

Margins to Mainstream 
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Released in August, Transfer: The Emiliano Sala Story will 
reveal the story behind the headlines and how a short flight 
from France to Britain ended in the tragic death of a talented 
footballer as he embarked on a career in the Premier 
League. Kayley Thomas will chart the immediate aftermath 
and the search for the plane and investigates how the worlds 
of top-flight football and aviation collided that night with 
fatal consequences. 

Transfer: The Emiliano 
Sala Story 
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Mattan: Mahmood Mattan, a Somali seaman, was the last 
man to be hanged in Cardiff following the murder of a 
shopkeeper in Tiger Bay. But his death still casts a shadow 
seven decades after his execution. His family eventually 
received the posthumous pardon for Mahmood they so 
badly wanted - but at what price? Danielle Fahiya explores 
the lasting impact of the murder in Tiger Bay and hears for 
the first time from some of those intimately involved in 
this most enduring tale. 

Mattan
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In October we tell the story of a real-life Breaking Bad, set in a 
tiny Welsh market town. Operation Julie takes us back to the 
1970s with the extraordinary tale of a brilliant scholar turned 
drug lord, an international LSD ring operating from rural 
Wales, a top secret operation bamboozled by farmers and 
dealers and a sensational court case. This series will uncover 
the gripping story behind one of the world's biggest ever 
drugs busts.

Operation Julie



In this round we’re looking for box set 
or flagship commissions to launch 
between November 2022 and March 
2023. We need bold, ambitious series 
ideas. Whatever the subject –
investigation, true crime, history, 
culture, society or powerful personal 
stories - they will reflect gold 
standard production values, involve 
creative audio treatments and will be 
led  by superb narrative storytelling. 

We are expecting to take only two          
or three ideas so ambition and impact 
will be essential for a successful 
commission. These ideas will also 
have a linear broadcast on                     
BBC Radio Wales. 

In addition, we’re looking for ideas for 
BBC Sounds and BBC Radio Wales 
which focus on the World Cup. For the 
first time in 64 years the Welsh team 
has made it to the finals and we’re 
looking for original, 

entertaining and creative ways to 
reflect that achievement. 

Finally, we’d welcome big ideas for 
BBC Radio Wales for Christmas. 
Recent Christmas Day programmes 
have re-united Joanna Page and 
Matthew Horne from Gavin and 
Stacey and last year Michael Sheen 
was our Christmas morning host. If 
you can deliver big names or big ideas 
for this Christmas we’d like to hear 
from you. 

What We’re Looking For…
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Open: From now until mid-day Thursday 28th July

Deliver ideas through Proteus:                                    
Wales - BBC Wales Podcast

Questions or follow-up conversations with 
jeremy.grange@bbc.co.uk

BBC Wales - BBC Sounds Commissioning 
Top-Up Round

Tariffs (Guide Price Only): 

- Strand (a weekly podcast of 25 episodes or more): 
approx. £1k – 5k per episode

- Box Set (a limited season of 6 to 15 episodes): 
approx. £3k - £8k per episode

- Flagship: guide price dependent on talent, access 
to story etc.

mailto:jeremy.grange@bbc.co.uk



