
TV Researcher 

Employer: BBC Lebanon LLC /BBC News 

Job title: TV Researcher 

Contract: Consultancy 

Period: 6 months contract / renewable 

Location: Beirut 

Application deadline:  Sunday 27th November 2016. 

Please note that only if your application is successful you will be contacted.  

 BBC XTRA: A youthful and modern pan-Arab TV magazine programme from Beirut is recruiting 

freelance TV Researchers, Producers, Senior Producers, Presenters and a Senior Series Producer. 

BBC XTRA is the BBC Arabic’s weekly magazine programme, dealing with a wide variety of issues, 

from hard hitting social affairs to the effect of major news stories on people’s lives, along with news 

and stories from the worlds of culture and art.   

Experience in working in production teams is essential, as well as knowledge of current affairs, social 

trends and issues. Also essential is good Arabic and English language skills, both written and spoken. 

Wide range of contacts across the Arab world is highly desirable. Often working under tight 

deadlines, it is important to be flexible in your working hours, willing to travel when necessary and 

an excellent team player. 

Arabic speakers from all nationalities are encouraged and welcome to apply. 

 To apply, please provide the following in English, unless stated otherwise: 

 1. A full CV with references. 

 2. A covering letter outlining how your background, skills and experience meet the requirements of 
this position. 

 3. An example of your approach as follows: 

Choose a local, topical, non-political story, relevant to the wider BBC Arabic audience, and not older 

than a week of the date of this application.  Write, in Arabic, a cue for a TV package and suggest 

proposed guests. 



4. Please send your complete application to: beirut.programmes@bbc.co.uk   it is very important you 

send it with the subject “ XTRA TV Researcher/ your name/ your nationality/country of residence if 

different”. 

 Applications without all 4 above requirements will not be considered.  

 OVERVIEW 

BBC Arabic is the largest language service of the BBC World Service, providing news and current 

affairs on Radio, TV and Online to Arabic speaking audiences in the Middle East and beyond. The 

service is multi-media daily newsgathering operation for daily, weekly and long-term planning. BBC 

Arabic increasingly collaborates with, and provides material for, other language outlets and 

platforms. A major part of BBC Arabic’s output is made up of long form programmes, documentaries 

and investigations, produced in-house by the BBC Arabic Programmes Unit. 

 THE ROLE 

As a TV Researcher you will take a role in researching potential stories,  finding suitable guests and 

supporting the producers, including writing engaging social media content  maintaining a strong 

connection with the audience. You will primarily work on BBC XTRA, a flagship weekly TV magazine 

programme, which also goes out daily on radio. However, you may also be asked to work on other 

programmes within the Programmes unit of BBC Arabic. 

BBC XTRA has an excellent reputation for creativity and hard hitting social stories as well as the 

latest from the worlds of arts, culture, science, technology and sports. This is delivered daily live on 

radio and weekly on TV in a modern and relaxed presentation style. The BBC XTRA team is very hard 

working and well organised with excellent team spirit, something that the researcher will have to 

match! Whichever area you work in, a large part of your role will be to support the team. 

 DUTIES, REQUIRED KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND EXPERIENCE:  

 Excellent Arabic and English language skill 

 Good knowledge across a broad range of subject areas  

 Experience of work in TV environment 

 Ability and skills to provide administrative support in a broadcasting environment. 

 Perform the non-editorial administrative tasks as required, in support of the producers.   

 A proven ability to locate relevant sources of information, using initiative, perseverance and 

persuasion, and an extensive contact base. 

mailto:beirut.programmes@bbc.co.uk


 Ability to research potential contributors and guests and to build and sustain excellent 

relationships with them. 

 Good writing skills. 

 Ability to log and keep accurate records. 

 Demonstrable understanding of the importance of the BBC’s values of accuracy, impartiality 

and decency 

 Good organisational skills and the ability to prioritise work load and react positively to 

situations at short notice 

 An enquiring and analytical mind, able to pay attention to detail while maintaining an 

overview  

 Effective communication skills, with the ability to express views and ideas at all levels both 

orally and in writing 

 Experience of working alone or in a team under supervision, delivering on time and 

maintaining good working relationships with colleagues and contributors 

 The flexibility and adaptability to sustain performance, particularly under pressure to meet 

deadlines and changing priorities and circumstances 

 Ability to self-shoot and edit is desirable 

 To proactively embrace new technologies, new ways of working and innovation 

 Have strong demonstrable multiplatform skills and/or willing  to take up appropriate training 

initiatives 

 Understands the duty of care in general with regard to individuals’ wellbeing and in 

particular with regard to Health & Safety issues. 

 To work effectively to ensure all content is thoroughly researched and meets the BBC’s 

editorial standards. 

 To work with the Senior Producer/Producer in developing ideas / treatments and producing 

workable scripts / structured treatments 

 To assist in the recce of locations, and where necessary to assist in the direction of filming - 

both abroad and in the UK 

 

 

 

 

 


