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Words in bold are explained at the end 
 
 Scene 1 – A cat and his man 
NARRATOR: We present: The story of Dick Whittington and his cat, a pantomime. 

Featuring the cats and cast of BBC Learning English.  

 

Let’s start off by meeting our hero, Dick Whittington. He’s just 

walking home after a long day at the office…Hey there Dick.  

DICK: Hello!  

NARRATOR: Tell us a bit about yourself. Where you’re from, hobbies and so on… 

DICK: Well… I’m a young man – not from London, originally – I came here 

last year looking for my fortune.  

NARRATOR: Any luck so far? 

DICK: Well, I’ve got a good job. I’m Assistant Paperclips Officer for a very 

large company. It’s my responsibility to make sure we never, ever run 

out of paperclips.  

NARRATOR: That sounds… really not a very good job...  

DICK: [downcast] No, it isn’t that good. [upbeat] But, you’ve got to start 

somewhere, haven’t you? And tomorrow, things might just change for 

the better. 

NARRATOR: Why, what’s happening tomorrow? 

DICK: It’s the 134th London Rat-Catching Contest! The winner gets to be… 

Lord Mayor of London. I’ve always wanted to be Lord Mayor of 

London. It just… sounds so cool. ‘Hi, I’m Dick – Lord Mayor of 

London’.  

NARRATOR: But... Are you much good at catching rats? 

DICK: No, But I’ve got a cat – Apple. He’ll catch the rats for me.  

NARRATOR: Apple’s rather an odd name for a cat, isn’t it?  

DICK: [put out] Well… I don’t think so, no. Anyway, you’ll meet Apple in 

just a minute. 

 Hi Apple, I’m home! 
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APPLE: (surly) Where’ve you been? I was expecting you home an hour ago.  

DICK: Sorry old thing. I got held up at the office.  

APPLE: Oh right. Another paperclip ‘emergency’ I suppose. 

DICK: Yes… something like that.  

APPLE: Oh right… and how are your fingers? 

DICK: They’re… ok. A bit paperclippy, but…. Why do you ask? 

APPLE: They haven’t fallen off then? 

DICK: No… Of course not, what are you talking about?! 

APPLE: Well if your fingers haven’t fallen off… why can’t you phone and tell 

me you’re going to be late?! 

DICK: Oh please please can we just have one night without an argument?! 

I’m tired, I’ve had a long day… 

APPLE: All right, all right keep your fur on. Your dinner’s in the oven. 

DICK: Thank you… Oh, rat ragout again! Do we really have to eat the same 

thing every day!? 

APPLE: It’s good for you - all the main food groups are present on that plate. 

And I’ve picked out all the tails…    

DICK: Well that’s something I suppose. Hey, speaking of rats, what are you 

doing tomorrow? 

APPLE: Tomorrow – what time? 

DICK: 
(Eating) 

About three o’clock.  

APPLE: Three o’clock… let’s see… I’m sleeping. 

DICK: Well, how about, instead of sleeping, you take part in the 134th 

London Rat-Catching Contest? 

APPLE: Ha! You’re having a laugh ain’t cha? No way! 

DICK: Why not? 

APPLE: 
(in trance) 

All that heartless, pointless killing … the screams of the little 

creatures as they die… the blood that never comes off your paws… 

the horror, the horror… 

DICK: But we eat rat every day! 

APPLE: Yeah, frozen rat from the supermarket. If you want to kill something 

furry, get a professional! 
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DICK: I’ll buy you a tuna steak… 

APPLE: What’s that you say? A tuna steak? Well… it wouldn’t be that bad to 

be the Lord Mayor of London’s cat…. 

DICK: You could eat tuna every day… 

APPLE: Including weekends?  

DICK: Of course. Are you going to help me, Apple? 

DICK: Well, I’ll give it a go. 

APPLE: Yey! 

 
 
Vocabulary 
 
fortune - ‘…I came here last year looking for my fortune’ 
a lot of money. To look for or seek your fortune is an old-fashioned phrase meaning to 
become successful in some way.  
 
old thing – ‘Sorry old thing’ 
this isn’t a rude phrase but an old-fashioned term of endearment, like ‘mate’ or ‘dear’ 
 
to get/be held up – ‘I got held up at the office’ 
to be delayed 
 
to keep your fur on - ‘All right, all right keep your fur on’ 
this is Apple’s way of saying Keep your hair on. This phrase means Calm down – 
don’t be so angry. 
 
ragout – ‘Oh, rat ragout again!’ 
a stew, a mixture of boiled vegetables and meat 
 
food groups  - ‘…all the main food groups are present on that plate’ 
the main kinds of nutrition – fat, carbohydrate, protein etc. 
 
to have a laugh – ‘You’re having a laugh ain’t cha?’ 
a British expression meaning to kid someone, to lie for fun 
 
ain’t cha – ‘You’re having a laugh ain’t cha?’ 
London slang meaning aren’t you? 


