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Level: Intermediate and above 
 
Topic: Millions of people have voted for a new version of the seven wonders of the 

world. Historic sites across continents were chosen, but Egypt, site of one of the 
original wonders thinks the poll is too commercial. 

 
Language:   Vocabulary of a news report 
          
Aims:     Reading skills      –  Understanding a short news report  
       Language skills      –  Relative clauses 
            Speaking skills                 –  Pyramid discussion for negotiation 

   
Materials:   Worksheet 1      –  Comprehension questions  
       Worksheet 2      – Vocabulary matching task  

Worksheet 3  –  Grammar/language focus – relative clauses 
                                                                                             

     News story       –  Available online at: 
 

http://www.bbclearningenglish.com./newsenglish/witn/2007/07/070711_wonders.shtml 
 
 
Preparation: Before the lesson, make enough copies of worksheet 2 so that there is one 

worksheet for every 4 – 5 students. Cut up the vocabulary and explanations, to 
make a matching exercise. Students also need one copy each of worksheets 1 and 
3. 

 
 

http://www.bbclearningenglish.com./newsenglish/witn/2007/07/070711_wonders.shtml
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LESSON STAGES 
 

 
A  Stimulate student interest in text 
Tell students you are thinking of a famous place. Ask them to guess by asking you no more than 
20 closed (yes/no) questions. (Is it in America? Is it a building?). Answer questions according to 
your famous place, and when a student guesses correctly, start the process again, with students 
all shouting out questions and guesses at the place. Write all the guessed places on the board in 
two columns; one for the new Seven Wonders of the World, and one for any other guesses. (For 
reference, see text paragraph 2) 
 
Once students have had enough practice at questioning, ask them if they can guess why you have 
written the places in two columns. Give each pair 2 minutes to try to connect the places, then ask 
for suggestions. If any students guess 'new Seven Wonders of the World' elicit more information.  
 
Ask students to discuss what they know about the places in groups. Some of the students may 
have visited some of these places; they can share their experiences with the group. 
 
B  Pre-teach essential vocabulary 
Elicit/present key vocabulary that students need either to understand the key points in the text or 
to understand and/or answer any questions that you'll set them later in the lesson. The vocabulary 
is from Words in the News (so you can elicit the vocabulary by using the explanations provided 
online or below).   
 
You could either pre-teach the vocabulary at this stage of the lesson or you could use the 
vocabulary building activity from further down in this lesson plan. Have students working 
together in small groups and ask them to try to match the vocabulary with the definitions.  
Encourage them to work with the other groups to pool their knowledge. When they have done as 
much as they can, if they have dictionaries, ask them to look up the words to check their answers 
and to find out the definitions of any words they are not sure of. If they don't have dictionaries, 
check their answers and give them help with any words they aren't sure of. 
 
Whichever method you use to elicit/present the vocabulary, you should then model it (say it 
clearly, highlighting the word stress) and get them to repeat the words after you. 
 
poll 
survey, vote, election 
 
random order 
unpredictable sequence with no pattern 
 
glitzy 
glamorous and expensive 
 
visible 
can be seen 
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made the cut 
survived the voting to reach the final few 
 
compatriots 
fellow countrymen/women 
 
drew up 
assigned, thought of 
 
honorary 
special with no need to go through the official process 
 
shunned 
ignored and rejected 
 
initiative 
idea or plan (usually new) 
 
C  Written record of vocabulary 
Write the words on the board, eliciting spelling as you write. Elicit and show the word stress of 
each item and word class, if appropriate. 
Give students some time to copy the boardwork into their notebooks. 
 
Boardwork: 
poll 
 
random order 
 
glitzy 
 
made the cut 
 
compatriots 
 
drew up 
 
honorary 
 
shunned  
 
initiative 
 
D  Set global questions.  
Tell the students they are going to read a text which is about the new Seven Wonders of the 
World. Put these questions on the board: 
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1. How were the new Wonders chosen? 
2. Where are the new Wonders? 
3. What does Egypt think about the new Wonders? 
 
Students read text the first time.  
Give them a time limit (1 - 2 minutes) to read the text quickly to find the answer to the first 3 
questions. They do not need to understand the details for each topic. 
 
E  Check answers 
Elicit students' answers and tick the correct answers on the board.  
 
The answers are:  
1 –  The Wonders were chosen through a global poll, where people voted online, by telephone 
and text messages. (paragraph 1). 
2 – The new Wonders are all over the world – China, Jordan, Brazil, Mexico, Peru, Rome and 
India (paragraph 2) 
3 – 'Egyptian officials shunned the whole initiative anyway as too commercial' (para 3).  
 
F  Set specific information questions 
Hand out Worksheet 1 or use the online quiz. Students complete the worksheet to help them 
understand the text in more detail. Give them a time limit (5 - 6 minutes) to read the text a 
second time in more detail and to answer the questions.   
 
G  Check answers 
Elicit True or False answers. Direct attention to a particular paragraph if an answer is wrong to 
try to elicit the correct answer (see worksheet 1 and answer key). 
 
H  Vocabulary consolidation/building  
Students do the vocabulary matching exercise (worksheet 2 that you cut up before the lesson): in 
small groups they match the correct word with the right definition. 
 
I  Check answers  
Elicit answers. If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer. 
 
J  Grammar focus: Relative clauses 
Relative clauses provide additional information about the subject or the object of a sentence. 
These clauses reduce repetition because you don't need to write another sentence. Relative 
clauses help to make writing more fluent and natural, and are particularly useful when making 
definitions. 
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   Person  Thing  Place  Time  Reason  
Subject  who/that  which/that     

Object  who/whom/that which/that where  when  why  

Possessive  whose  whose           

 
 
When a relative clause refers to a person or group of people, the relative pronoun used may be: 

- 'who' (for the subject),  Politicians are people who talk about running the country. 
- 'whom' (for the object),  That is the doctor whom I saw when I had pneumonia. 
N.B: 'whom' is often replaced by 'who' or 'that' in spoken English 
 
- 'whose' (to indicate possession)  She is the pop-star whose records always sell fast. 
- 'that' The electrician that fixed the wiring. 

 
When the relative clause refers to something non-human, the relative pronoun should be: 

- 'which' (for subject and object) The house which I lived in when I was a child 
- 'whose' (to indicate posession') The tree whose fruit has ripened already 
- 'that'  The book that I bought 

 
NB: The pronoun is often omitted in a relative clause which describes the object 
e.g. The book that I bought =  The book I bought 
 
'Where', 'when' or 'why' may also be used in relative clause to add additional information: 
The university where I was supposed to study has just been hit by a storm 
That was the time when I lived in Rome 
 
The form when a subject is defined is as follows 
Subject + relative pronoun + verb in clause+ rest of clause + verb + rest of sentence 
 
The form when an object is defined is as follows 
object + relative pronoun + subject + verb in clause + rest of clause + verb + rest of sentence 
 
 

Hand out Worksheet 3 which reviews relative clauses. 
 
K  Check answers  
If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer (see worksheet 3 and 
answer key). 
 
L  Follow-up activity: Pyramid Debate 
Tell students they are going to do a pyramid debate. 
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Tell students that the World Bank has just announced that it will donate a further $10 billion to 
the 'top three' Wonders. Tell students to consider all the New Wonders (and encourage students 
to add additional 'wonders' of their own if they want) and choose their own top three. They 
should think about reasons for their choice (location, beauty, importance etc) and why the money 
would be more important there than anywhere else. 
 
After 5 minutes, put students into pairs and tell them that they have 10 minutes to decide on three 
top Wonders for their group. They must negotiate and agree on the three.  
 
After 10 minutes, put students into groups of 4 (two pairs) and repeat the activity, again asking 
the whole group to decide on their top three. 
 
Continue to join groups together until the class is one large group which has to decide on the top 
three. 
 
When you have decided on the top three, if there is still time, you could split the entire class into 
three, with each group taking responsibility for one location. Each group can research and 
prepare a proposal on how to spend the money. 
 
M  Feedback 
Give praise for content and show your interest in the different views expressed. 
Give praise for correct language. 
Give feedback on incorrect language you heard/saw. You could write some example phrases or 
sentences on the board and elicit from students which ones are correct and  
which ones are wrong and why. 
 
If you wish to set homework, you could set a writing activity which asks students to either 

• write a story set in one of the new Wonders of the World. 
• Prepare a short history of one of the new Wonders. 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
 

 
 

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

Are the following sentences true or false? 

1.  There were more than 100,000,000 votes T/F 

2.  The New Wonders were announced in London. T/F 

3.  Petra is an ancient wooden city in Jordan. T/F 

4.  There are three Wonders from the Americas. T/F 

5.  Antipater of Sidon was the architect who built the Colosseum in Rome. T/F 

6.  The organiser wants to have another poll for natural Wonders. T/F 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 2 
 

 
VOCABULARY 
Match these words and phrases to their definitions. 
 
 
 
 

1.  poll A. ignored and rejected 

2.  random order B idea or plan (usually new) 

3.  glitzy C. survey, vote, election 

4.  visible D. unpredictable sequence with no pattern 

5.  made the cut E. assigned, thought of 

6.  compatriots F. can be seen 

7.  drew up G. fellow countrymen/women 

8.  honorary H. survived the voting to reach the final few 

9.  shunned I. glamorous and expensive 

10. initiative J. Special - no need to go through the official process 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 3  

 
 

GRAMMAR FOCUS – Relative Clauses 

Exercise 1: Circle the correct option for relative pronoun in the following sentences: 
 

1. The Taj Mahal is the only wonder what / which / who  is in India. 

2. Egyptian officials what / which / who condemned the global poll think there is no 

doubt that the Pyramids are a Wonder of the World. 

3. The largest proportion of votes was those what / which / who were cast online. 

4. Lisbon, that / which / where the awards were presented, is in Portugal. 

5. Ben Kingsley, who / that / whose portrayal of Gandhi was praised, was one of the 

presenters. 

 
Exercise 2:  Fill in the  gaps with the most appropriate relative pronoun. You may 
not need a pronoun if you think this would be more natural. 
 

1. That is the woman __________  I married in 1956. 

2. This is the book ____________  I have been looking for. 

3. Isn't that the bus ____________  passes the university. 

4. She's the author _____________  books are quoted by all the politicians. 

5. The city _____________ the Olympics were held in 1994, is still recovering from 

the financial loss. 

 
 
Exercise 3:  Complete the following sentences using a relative clause. 
 

1. Macchu Pichu is the place ___________________________________________ 
 
2. She is the woman___________________________________________________ 
 
3. Hilary Swank is the actress___________________________________________ 
 
4. The student _______________________________________________________ 
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ANSWER KEY 
 

 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
 
1.  True – paragraph 1 of the written text says, 'a hundred million votes…' 
2.  False – paragraph 2 says '..glitzy ceremony in Lisbon' Portugal's capital. 
3.  False – paragraph 2 says 'Petra, the stone-carved ancient city in Jordan' 
4.  True – paragraph 2 says ' Rio de Janeiro's Statue…made the cut….there were two other 
winners from the Americas' 
5.  False – In paragraph 2, the author says, that the 'Machu Piccu in Peru and Chichen Itza 
in Mexico – unknown to Antipater of Sidon, the Greek writer who drew up the original 
list of wonders'. 
6.  True – paragraph 3 says 'the Swiss organiser, Bernard Weer announced his next 
initiative, a global poll on the seven natural wonders of the world.' 
 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 2 
 
1. C      2. D     3. I     4. F     5. H    
6.   G        7. E     8. J     9. A      10.  B 
  
STUDENT WORKSHEET 3 
 
Exercise 1 
 

1. The Taj Mahal is the only wonder which is in India. 
2. Egyptian officials who condemned the global poll think there is no doubt that the 

Pyramids are a Wonder of the World. 
3. The largest proportion of votes was those which were cast online. 
4. Lisbon where the awards were presented, is in Portugal. 
5. Ben Kingsley, whose portrayal of Gandhi was praised, was one of the presenters. 

 
Exercise 2 Other answers may also be acceptable.  
 

1. That is the woman whom/that/who/no pronoun I married in 1956. 
2. This is the book which/that/no pronoun have been looking for. Isn't that the bus 

that/which passes the university. 
3. She's the author whose   books are quoted by all the politicians. 
4. The city where  the Olympics were held in 1994 is still recovering from the 

financial loss. 
 

Exercise 3: Accept any answers which are accurate and appropriate and demonstrate 
correct use of relative clauses using relative pronouns or adverbs. 


