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Level: Intermediate and above 
 
Topic:       The jury in the Phil Spector murder case cannot reach a unanimous verdict.  
 
Language:   Vocabulary of a news report 
          
Aims:     Reading skills      – Understanding a short news report  
       Language skills      – Vocabulary – legal vocabulary 
            Speaking skills                 – Role playing being a member of a jury 

   
Materials:   Worksheet 1      –  Comprehension questions  
       Worksheet 2      – Vocabulary matching task  

Worksheet 3  –  Grammar/language focus – legal vocabulary 
 
                                                                                             

     News story       –  Available online at: 
 

http://www.bbclearningenglish.com./newsenglish/witn/2007/09/070919_murdertrial.shtml 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Preparation: Before the lesson, make enough copies of worksheets 2 and 4 so that there 

is one worksheet for every 4 – 5 students. Cut up the vocabulary and 
explanations  to make a matching exercise. Students also need one copy 
each of worksheet 1. 
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LESSON STAGES 
 
A  Stimulate student interest in text 
Ask students to decide which of these crimes is the most serious. There is no correct 
answer here but see if the class can come to a general agreement.  
 
Crime Seriousness 
Robbing a bank  
Drunk driving  
Rape  
Murder  
 
Ask students if they found it easy or difficult to come to a conclusion together. Why/why 
not?  
Find out if any of your students have ever been on a jury or been involved in a court case. 
If they are willing, ask them to tell the class about their experience.  
 
 
B  Pre-teach essential vocabulary 
Elicit/present key vocabulary that students need either to understand the key points in the 
text or to understand and/or answer any questions that you'll set them later in the lesson. 
The vocabulary is from Words in the News (so you can elicit the vocabulary by using the 
explanations provided online or below).   
 
You could either pre-teach the vocabulary at this stage of the lesson or you could use the 
vocabulary building activity from further down in this lesson plan. Have students working 
together in small groups and ask them to try to match the vocabulary with the definitions.  
Encourage them to work with the other groups to pool their knowledge.  
 
When they have done as much as they can, if they have dictionaries, ask them to look up 
the words to check their answers and to find out the definitions of any words they are not 
sure of. If they don't have dictionaries, check their answers and give them help with any 
words they aren't sure of. 
 
Whichever method you use to elicit/present the vocabulary, you should then model it (say 
it clearly, highlighting the word stress) and get them to repeat the words after you. 
 
the jury  
the group of people (ordinary citizens) who decide if someone is guilty or not, in a court of 
law 
 
the judge 
the person who is in charge of a trial in a court and decides how a person who is guilty of a 
crime should be punished 
 
at an impasse 
when two people or a group of people can't agree with each other about what to do next 
 

http://www.bbclearningenglish.com/


BBC Learning English – Words in the News 
Spector jury deadlock on verdict – 19 September 2007 
 

 
 © BBC Learning English 2007
 Page 4 of 10

http://www.bbclearningenglish.com/  
 

foreman 
in a court of law, the one member of the jury who is in charge of their discussions and who 
officially speaks to the judge for them 
 
split seven-five 
here, seven people on the jury thought one thing and five thought something different 
 
for or against a guilty verdict 
here, believe or disbelieve that he committed murder  
 
ruled out the possibility  
decided that something will not happen 
 
a mistrial 
in American law, a trial where the jury cannot agree if someone is guilty or not  
 
deliberations 
thoughts, considerations or discussions about something 
 
manslaughter 
the crime of killing a person by someone who did not mean to do it or who cannot be held 
responsible for his or her actions.  
 
 
C  Written record of vocabulary 
Write the words on the board, eliciting spelling as you write. Elicit and show the word 
stress of each item and word class, if appropriate. 
 
Give students some time to copy the boardwork into their notebooks. 
 
Boardwork: 
 
the jury  
 
the judge 
 
at an impasse 
 
foreman 
 
split seven-five 
 
for or against a guilty verdict 
 
ruled out the possibility  
 
a mistrial 
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deliberations 
 
manslaughter 
 
 
D  Set a skimming question  
Tell the students they are going to read a text about a murder trial. Put this question on the 
board: 
 
We don't know the date this trial will end. True or false?  
 
Students read text the first time.  
 
Give them a time limit (1 - 2 minutes) to read the text quickly to find the answer to the 
question. They do not need to understand the details of the text to answer it. 
 
 
E  Check answers 
True  – Paragraph 2 says that the jury has 'been ordered to return to court tomorrow' but it 
doesn't say when the trial will actually end.  
 
 
F  Set specific information questions 
Hand out worksheet 1 or use the online quiz. Students complete the worksheet to help 
them understand the text in more detail. Give them a time limit (5 - 6 minutes) to read the 
text a second time in more detail and to answer the questions.   
 
 
G  Check answers 
Elicit True or False answers. Direct attention to a particular paragraph if an answer is 
wrong to try to elicit the correct answer (see worksheet 1 and answer key). 
 
 
H  Vocabulary consolidation/building  
Students do the vocabulary matching exercise (worksheet 2 that you cut up before the 
lesson). In small groups they match the correct word with the right definition. 
 
 
I  Check answers  
Elicit answers. If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer. 
 
 
J  Vocabulary focus: Legal vocabulary  
Use worksheet 3 to focus on some of the legal vocabulary in the text. Ask students to put 
the words into the correct categories and then to use the words to fill in the gaps.  
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K  Check answers  
If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer (see worksheet 
3 and answer key). 
 
 
L  Follow-up activity: Speaking 
Tell students they are going to play a game called 'alibi'. Tell them that someone broke into 
the school last night and stole money from the office. The police are going to interview all 
the students and in small groups they have to come up with an alibi about what they were 
doing last night. At the end of the activity, the group with the weakest alibi will be found 
guilty. 
 
Give students 2 - 3 minutes to decide and agree on their story. 
 
When they have decided on their alibis, bring the class back together and as each group 
gives their alibi, write a one sentence summary of each of the alibis on the board. 
 
Ask students to write down one or two questions they would like to ask each of the other 
groups about their alibis. 
 
Ask one of the students from group A to go outside. The rest of the class now acts as the 
police, and ask the other students in group A three questions about their alibi. Then, bring 
the first student back and send a second student from group A out. The police ask the same 
three questions to this student. 
 
Repeat this process until two people from each group have been questioned by the police. 
The police should make notes of any inconsistencies that they hear in each group's alibis. 
 
 
M  Feedback 
Take a class vote to decide which group is guilty. Give praise for correct language, and 
give feedback on incorrect language. You could write some example  phrases or sentences 
on the board and elicit from students which ones are correct and which ones are wrong and 
why. 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
 

 
 

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

Are the following sentences true or false? 

 

1.  
 
After a week of thinking about their decision, the jury couldn't agree 
with each other. 
 

T/F 

2.  
 
The person who was in control of the jury said that seven people 
thought Spector was guilty and five thought he wasn't guilty. 
 

T/F 

3.  
 
The judge said there is a chance that he will accept a decision from the 
jury that only some of them agreed with. 
 

T/F 

4.  
 
The jury will come back to court tomorrow to think again about their 
decision. 
 

T/F 

5.  The judge is thinking about charging Spector with a less serious crime 
than murder. 

T/F 

6.  A new jury will come back to the court to decide about Phil Spector. T/F 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 2 
 

 
VOCABULARY 
Match these words and phrases to their definitions. 
 
 

1.  the jury A. in American law, a trial where the jury cannot agree 
if someone is guilty or not  

2.  the judge B the group of people (ordinary citizens) who decide 
if someone is guilty or not, in a court of law 

3.  at an impasse C. 
the crime of killing a person by someone who did 
not mean to do it or who cannot be held responsible 
for his or her actions 

4.  foreman D. decided that something will not happen  

5.  split seven-five E. 
in a court of law, the one member of the jury who is 
in charge of their discussions and who officially 
speaks to the judge for them 

6.  for or against a 
guilty verdict F. believe or disbelieve that he committed murder  

7.  ruled out the 
possibility G. when two people or a group of people can't agree 

with each other about what to do next 

8.  a mistrial H. 
seven people thought one thing and five thought 
something different 
 

9.  deliberations I. thoughts, considerations or discussions about 
something 

10. manslaughter J. 
the person who is in charge of a trial in a court and 
decides how a person who is guilty of a crime 
should be punished 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 3  

 
 
LEGAL VOCABULARY 
 
Put the following legal words from the text into the correct columns below: 
 
 
a murder     a jury     a judge    a foreman    guilty     
 
a verdict     a trial      legal      a juror      a lawyer 
 
manslaughter   a courtroom  an offence 
 
 
people crimes parts of the 

courtroom process 
others 

 
1.  
a jury 

 
1. 
a murder 

 
1.  
 

 
1.  
 

 
2.  
 

 
2. 
 

 
2.  
 

 
2.  
 

 
3. 
 

 
3. 
 

  
3.  
 

 
4.  
 

 
 

  
 
 

 
5.  
 

 
 
 

  

 
Now, use one of the words to fill in blanks below. 
 
1.  The foreman of the (a) __________ told the judge the (b)__________. 
 
2.  (c) __________ is a less serious crime than (d) __________ .  
 
3.  In a (e) __________ everyone must be quiet when the (f) __________ is speaking. 
 
4.  They found him (g) __________ of (h) __________. 
 
5,  The (i) __________ explained to the (j) __________ why her client wasn't guilty of the  
 
 (k) __________. 
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ANSWER KEY 

 
 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
 
1. True – Paragraph 1 says, 'After almost seven days of deliberations, the jury sent the 

judge a note saying they were at an impasse'. 
 
2. False – Paragraph 1 says, ' The foreman said they were split seven-five, but he did not 

indicate whether that was for or against a guilty verdict'. 
 
3. False – Paragraph 1 says, 'the judge has ruled out the possibility of a mistrial'. 
 
4. True – Paragraph 2 says, 'They've been ordered to return to court in the morning …for 

their deliberations'. 
 
5. True – Paragraph 3 says, 'the judge has told the lawyers he's thinking of offering the 

jury the option of considering the lesser offence of manslaughter'. 
 
6. False – Paragraph 3 says, 'That would require the jury to return to the courtroom'. 
 
 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 2  
 
1. B    2. J    3. G    4. E    5. H  
6. F       7. D    8. A    9. I     10. C 
  
 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 3 
 

 
1.  (a) jury  (b) verdict 
 
2.  (c) manslaughter  (d) murder  
 
3.  (e) courtroom (f) judge 
 
4.  (g) guilty (h) murder / manslaughter 
 
5,  (i) lawyer (j) judge / jury  (k) murder / manslaughter / offence 

 people  crimes  parts of the courtroom process  others 
1 a jury a murder  a verdict guilty 
2 a judge manslaughter a trial legal 
3 a foreman an offence  courtroom 
4 a juror    
5 a lawyer    
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