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Level: Intermediate and above 
 
Topic: Nelson Mandela celebrates his 89th birthday and launches a new group for 

retired international leaders. 
 
Language:   Vocabulary of a news report 
          
Aims:     Reading skills      –  Understanding a short news report  
       Language skills      –  Collocations 
            Speaking skills                 –  Describing old people  

   
Materials:   Worksheet 1      –  Comprehension questions  
       Worksheet 2      – Vocabulary matching task  

Worksheet 3  –  Grammar/language focus – Collocations 
                                                                                             

     News story       –  Available online at: 
 

http://www.bbclearningenglish.com./newsenglish/witn/2007/07/070718_ mandela.shtml 
 
 
 
 
Preparation: Before the lesson, make enough copies of worksheet 2 so that there is one 

worksheet for every 4 – 5 students. Cut up the vocabulary and explanations, 
to make a matching exercise. Students also need one copy each of 
worksheets 1 and 3. 

 
 

http://www.bbclearningenglish.com./newsenglish/witn/2007/07/070718_
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LESSON STAGES 
 

 
A  Stimulate student interest in text 
Ask students to call out the names of living famous people over the age of 60. Put all the 
names on the board (you can use them for the skimming questions and the follow-up 
activity later in the lesson). 
 
Examples: 
 
Bill Clinton 
Queen Elizabeth 
Omar Sharif 
Sophia Lorren 
Margaret Thatcher 
Paul McCartney 
 
 
B  Pre-teach essential vocabulary 
Elicit/present key vocabulary that students need either to understand the key points in the 
text or to understand and/or answer any questions that you'll set them later in the lesson. 
The vocabulary is from Words in the News (so you can elicit the vocabulary by using the 
explanations provided online or below).   
 
You could either pre-teach the vocabulary at this stage of the lesson or you could use the 
vocabulary building activity from further down in this lesson plan. Have students working 
together in small groups and ask them to try to match the vocabulary with the definitions.  
Encourage them to work with the other groups to pool their knowledge. When they have 
done as much as they can, if they have dictionaries, ask them to look up the words to check 
their answers and to find out the definitions of any words they are not sure of. If they don't 
have dictionaries, check their answers and give them help with any words they aren't sure 
of. 
 
Whichever method you use to elicit/present the vocabulary, you should then model it (say 
it clearly, highlighting the word stress) and get them to repeat the words after you. 
 
respect for the wisdom of elders 
show by your behaviour that you believe older people are wise and have good ideas 
 
deeply embedded 
very strongly believed 
 
at the heart of this latest initiative 
is the most important part of this most recent idea or plan 
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highest profile retirees 
the most well known people who are no longer in the powerful jobs that made them 
famous  
 
elder statesman 
older public figure who people think is good at giving advice and who behaves well and is 
dignified 
 
originated with 
began with 
 
integrity  
honesty, truthfulness 
 
the launch 
the beginning of something (here a new group of international older public figures)  
 
former president 
previous president, someone who is no longer the president 
 
no shortage of moral authority 
have a lot of power to tell others what is the right or wrong way to behave  
 
 
C  Written record of vocabulary 
Write the words on the board, eliciting spelling as you write. Elicit and show the word 
stress of each item and word class, if appropriate. 
 
Give students some time to copy the boardwork into their notebooks. 
 
Boardwork: 
 
respect for the wisdom of elders 
 
deeply embedded 
 
at the heart of this latest initiative 
 
highest profile retirees 
 
elder statesman 
 
originated with 
 
integrity  
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the launch 
 
former president 
 
no shortage of moral authority 
 
 
D  Set a skimming question.  
Tell the students they are going to read a text which is about a new group that's been set up 
by famous old people. Using the list of famous people from the beginning of the lesson, 
ask students to read the text and see how many of the people are mentioned in it.  
 
Students read text the first time.  
 
Give them a time limit (1 - 2 minutes) to read the text quickly to find the answer to the 
question. They do not need to understand the text in detail to answer it. 
 
 
E  Check answers 
Elicit students' answers and tick the correct answers on the board.  
 
The famous people mentioned in the text are:  
Nelson Mandela 
Richard Branson 
Peter Gabriel 
Desmond Tutu 
Kofi Annan 
Jimmy Carter 
Mary Robinson 
 
 
F  Set specific information questions 
Hand out Worksheet 1 or use the online quiz. Students complete the worksheet to help 
them understand the text in more detail. Give them a time limit (5 - 6 minutes) to read the 
text a second time in more detail and to answer the questions.   
 
 
G  Check answers 
Elicit True or False answers. Direct attention to a particular paragraph if an answer is 
wrong to try to elicit the correct answer (see worksheet 1 and answer key). 
 
 
H  Vocabulary consolidation/building  
Students do the vocabulary matching exercise (worksheet 2 that you cut up before the 
lesson). In small groups they match the correct word with the right definition. 
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I  Check answers  
Elicit answers. If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer. 
 
 
J  Grammar focus: Collocations 
Collocations are conventional word combinations. For example, in English we can say 
"Happy Birthday" but not "Merry Birthday".  
 
Elicit from students which adjectives go with these nouns to describe food that's no longer 
tasty: 
 
1. stale A. butter 
2. rotten B. milk 
3. rancid C. bread 
4. sour D. eggs 
 
Answers: 
1. C 
2. D        
3. A 
4. B 
 
Hand out Worksheet 3 about collocations. Students should choose the best combinations to 
make correct collocations (some of the collocations are from today's text). 
 

 
 
K  Check answers  
If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer (see worksheet 
3 and answer key). 
 
 
L  Follow-up activity: Speaking 
Ask students to call out words and ideas they associate with old people. Put their words in 
two columns; one for positive and one for negative words and ideas. For example: 
 
they're poor           they spoil me   
they're often sick         they tell interesting stories 
they're boring           they know a lot about the past   
 
In small groups, ask students to take it in turns to describe an old person they know very 
well (the person can be famous or not, alive or dead). The others in the group should ask 
questions and after 5 minutes each person in the group should try to guess who the person 
is.  
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M  Feedback 
Give praise for content and show your interest in the different descriptions you heard.  
Give praise for correct language. 
Give feedback on incorrect language you heard/saw. You could write some example 
phrases or sentences on the board and elicit from students which ones are correct and  
which ones are wrong and why. 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
 

 
 

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

Are the following sentences true or false? 

1.  
 
Traditionally, Africans think old people are very wise.  
 

T/F 

2.  
 
According to the writer, most people think that Kofi Annan is the most 
admired older politician in the world. 
 

T/F 

3.  
 
The idea of this older political group came from two men - one in 
business and one in music.  
 

T/F 

4.  
 
The group is expected to be wise, honest and rich. 
 

T/F 

5.  
 
Famous current presidents, politicians and religious leaders attending 
the first meeting of this new group.  
 

T/F 

6.  
 
The members of the group aren't as powerful in the world of politics 
and religion as they used to be.  
 

T/F 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 2 
 

 
VOCABULARY 
Match these words and phrases to their definitions. 
 
 

1.  respect for the 
wisdom of elders A. is the most important part of this most recent idea or 

plan 

2.  deeply embedded B honesty, truthfulness 

3.  at the heart of this 
latest initiative 

C. show by your behaviour that you believe older 
people are wise and have good ideas 

4.  highest profile 
retirees 

D. previous president, someone who is no longer the 
president 

5.  elder statesman E. began with 

6.  originated with F. the most well known people who are no longer in 
the powerful jobs that made them famous  

7.  integrity  G. have a lot of power to tell others what is the right or 
wrong way to behave 

8.  the launch H. older public figure who people think is good at 
giving advice and who behaves well and is dignified 

9.  former president I. very strongly believed 

10. no shortage of moral 
authority J. the beginning of something (here a new group of 

international older public figures) 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 3  

 
 

GRAMMAR FOCUS – Collocations 

Underline the correct collocations in the following sentences. The first one has been 
done for you. 
 
1. I'm having a problem / a difficulty with my computer just now.  
 
2. The principles of love and honour and deeply / hugely embedded in our wedding 

vows.  
 
3. Most football fans around the world think that Pelé is the most prized / respected 

statesman for the sport.   
 
4. Relations between the two countries have been broken / strained since the oil 

embargo of the 1970s. 
 
5.  The Queen marked / highlighted her 75th birthday with a huge tour of the country.  
 
6. They're not afraid to receive / take on big issues like homelessness and drug addiction.  
 
7. They  want to talk to / address these issues early next year.  
 
8. There was a huge accident on the motorway. The car crashed into a barrier and burst 

into flames / fire.   
 
9. "Umbrella" is planned / set to become the longest-running number one hit for more 

than a decade, according to reports.  
 
10. We need to review / gaze at the strategy before we go any further. 
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ANSWER KEY 
 

 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
 
1. True – Correct Paragraph 1 says 'Respect for the wisdom of elders is a deeply 

embedded African tradition'. 
 
2. False - Paragraph 2 says 'Arguably, the world's most respected elder statesman, Nelson 

Mandela'. 
 
3. True - Paragraph 2 says 'The idea originated with British entrepreneur Richard Branson 

and musician, Peter Gabriel' 
 
4. False - Paragraph 3 says 'the group will contribute their wisdom, independent leadership 

and integrity'.  
 
5. False -  Paragraph 4 says 'attending the launch will be South Africa's retired Anglican 

archbishop, Desmond Tutu, former UN Secretary General Kofi Annan, the former US 
president Jimmy Carter and the former president of Ireland, Mary Robinson'. 

 
6. True -  Paragraph 5 says ' the former leaders have also long since left the real levers of 

power behind them.' 
 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 2  
 
1. C      2. I     3. A     4. F     5. H    
6.   E        7. B     8. J     9. D      10. G 
  
STUDENT WORKSHEET 3 
 
1. a problem / a difficulty with my computer  

2. deeply / hugely embedded  

3. prized / respected statesman  

4. Relations between the two countries have been broken / strained  

5. marked / highlighted her 75th birthday  

6. receive / take on big issues  

7. talk to / address these issues  

8. burst into flames / fire 

9. planned / set to become  

10. review / gaze at the strategy  
 


