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Level: Intermediate and above 
 
Topic:        North and South Korea hold formal talks 
 
Language:   Vocabulary of a news report 
          
Aims:     Reading skills      –  Understanding a short news report  
       Language skills      –  Vocabulary – adverbs and adjectives 
            Writing skills                 –  Writing a letter of apology 

   
Materials:   Worksheet 1      –  Comprehension questions  
       Worksheet 2      – Vocabulary matching task  

Worksheet 3  –  Grammar/language focus – adjectives and  
   adverbs 

 
                                                                                             

     News story       –  Available online at: 
 

http://www.bbclearningenglish.com./newsenglish/witn/2007/10/071003_korea_summit.shtml 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Preparation: Before the lesson, make enough copies of worksheets 2 and 3 so that there 

is one worksheet for every 4 – 5 students. Cut up the vocabulary and 
explanations  to make a matching exercise. Students also need one copy 
each of worksheet 1. 
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LESSON STAGES 
 
A  Stimulate student interest in text 
Ask students to match the civil wars with the main dates they were fought (the Korean 
War is not officially over yet): 
 
Country Years 
America (USA) 1967–1970 
England 1861–1865 
Korea 1950–1953 
Nigeria 1642–1651 
 
 
Answers: 
Country Year 
America (USA) 1861–1865 
England 1642–1651 
Korea 1950–1953 
Nigeria  1967–1970 
 
 
B  Pre-teach essential vocabulary 
Elicit/present key vocabulary that students need either to understand the key points in the 
text or to understand and/or answer any questions that you'll set them later in the lesson. 
The vocabulary is from Words in the News (so you can elicit the vocabulary by using the 
explanations provided online or below).   
 
You could either pre-teach the vocabulary at this stage of the lesson or you could use the 
vocabulary building activity from further down in this lesson plan. Have students working 
together in small groups and ask them to try to match the vocabulary with the definitions.  
Encourage them to work with the other groups to pool their knowledge.  
 
When they have done as much as they can, if they have dictionaries, ask them to look up 
the words to check their answers and to find out the definitions of any words they are not 
sure of. If they don't have dictionaries, check their answers and give them help with any 
words they aren't sure of. 
 
Whichever method you use to elicit/present the vocabulary, you should then model it (say 
it clearly, highlighting the word stress) and get them to repeat the words after you. 
 
rare 
very unusual, not common 
 
the main negotiations 
the primary discussions, the most important talks 
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contentious  
controversial, something that the two sides (here, North and South Korea) strongly 
disagree about   
 
the sea boundary  
an imaginary line in the ocean which divides the waters of North and South Korea (a 
boundary is a real or imagined line that marks the separation between things) 
 
economic ties 
the trading and business connections between the two countries 
 
the body language  
the way people show their true feelings or how they really feel by the way they move their 
hands, face and bodies (even if they say they feel something different)  
 
public walkabout  
when famous people walk around public places and meet members of the public  
 
heavily  scrutinised 
looked at very closely or carefully 
 
frosty demeanour 
looking or behaving in a cold or unfriendly way 
 
wholehearted  
very enthusiastic  
 
 
C  Written record of vocabulary 
Write the words on the board, eliciting spelling as you write. Elicit and show the word 
stress of each item and word class, if appropriate. 
 
Give students some time to copy the boardwork into their notebooks. 
 
Boardwork: 
 
rare 
 
the main negotiations 
 
contentious 
 
the sea boundary 
 
economic ties 
 
the body language 
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public walkabout 
 
heavily  scrutinised 
 
frosty demeanour 
 
wholehearted 
 
 
D  Set a skimming question  
Tell the students they are going to read a text with the following words in it: 
 
meeting    leaders    military   economic   issues 
 
Ask the students to predict what they think the text will be about. Put 2 or 3 of their 
suggestions on the board. For example: 
 
  Business leaders meet to talk about ways to improve the army 
  Army leaders meet to talk about re-building economic life in war-torn countries 
 
Tell the students to read the text quickly to find out if any of their suggestions are correct 
(or partly correct). 
 
Students read text the first time.  
 
Give them a time limit (1 - 2 minutes) to read the text quickly to find the answer to the 
question. They do not need to understand the details of the text to answer it. 
 
 
E  Check answers 
Answers will vary, depending on the examples the students suggested in the previous part 
of the lesson (the gist of the text is that the leaders of North and South Korea are meeting 
to talk about contentious military and economic issues).  
 
 
F  Set specific information questions 
Hand out worksheet 1 or use the online quiz. Students complete the worksheet to help 
them understand the text in more detail. Give them a time limit (5 - 6 minutes) to read the 
text a second time in more detail and to answer the questions.   
 
 
G  Check answers 
Elicit True or False answers. Direct attention to a particular paragraph if an answer is 
wrong to try to elicit the correct answer (see worksheet 1 and answer key). 
 
 

http://www.bbclearningenglish.com/


BBC Learning English – Words in the News 
Korea leaders in historic talks – 3 October 2007 
 

 
 © BBC Learning English 2007
 Page 6 of 11

http://www.bbclearningenglish.com/  
 

H  Vocabulary consolidation/building  
Students do the vocabulary matching exercise (worksheet 2 that you cut up before the 
lesson). In small groups they match the correct word with the right definition. 
 
 
I  Check answers  
Elicit answers. If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer. 
 
 
J  Vocabulary focus: Vocabulary – adjective and adverbs 
Elicit/teach some of the rules of making and using adverbs and adjectives. 
1. Adverbs give more information about verbs (they explain the way in which an action is 
carried out, how something happens or is done). 
 
They are usually formed with a noun + ly (politely, quickly, angrily). Some exceptions 
include: hard, fast, well, late 
 
2. Adjectives tell us more about nouns. They tell us how something looks, feels, smells, 
tastes, seems or becomes. Examples include: expensive, fat, lovely, sweet , green, tall.  
   
Ask students to find two adverbs and adjectives in today's text: 
 
Adverbs: 
exactly 
heavily 
 
Adjectives: 
rare 
main 
 
(also: contentious, economic, public, frosty, wholehearted, appropriate) 
 
Then use worksheet 3 to focus on adverbs and adjectives. 
 
 
K  Check answers  
If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer (see worksheet 
3 and answer key). 
 
 
L  Follow-up activity: Writing 
Ask students why this meeting of the two Korean leaders is important (because the two 
countries have had difficult relations for many years).  
 
Ask them if they can think of a time in their own lives when they've had a difficult 
relationship or have had a fight or disagreement with someone in their family or with a 
close friend. 
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Ask them how they felt, and if students want to share their answers, ask them to tell the 
class what the situation was and how the disagreement happened. 
  
Tell them they're going to write a letter to try to re-build the bridge of friendship with the 
person they had a disagreement with (if they can't think of an example in their own life, 
they can make one up or pretend to be someone famous who has publicly had a falling out 
with someone else). 
 
Elicit what features are usually in a letter like this: 
 
   informal language 
   re-telling or re-capping the story of the falling out 
   apologising for what I did or said 
   suggesting a way we can become friends again 
 
Students work on their own to think about their letters (2 or 3 minutes) and then write them 
out (8 - 10 minutes).   
 
Circulate, while they are working, giving help with grammar and spelling, if necessary.   
 
 
M  Feedback 
Ask the students if they want to share their letters with another student in the class. If they 
do, put them in pairs (or small groups) and have them tell each other their stories and give 
them time to read the other student's letter. Give praise for correct language, and give 
feedback on incorrect language. You could write some example  phrases or sentences on 
the board and elicit from students which ones are correct and which ones are wrong and 
why. 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
 

 
 

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

Are the following sentences true or false? 

1.  
 
The leaders of North and south Korea meet each other often.  
 

T/F 

2.  

 
People think that President Roh Moo-hyun and Chairman Kim Jong-il 
will talk about difficult topics, such as who owns the ocean 
surrounding their countries. 
 

T/F 

3.  
 
The two leaders have spent all their time inside government buildings 
and offices.   
 

T/F 

4.  

 
People have been listening very closely to what the two men say to 
understand how they really feel and what they think about each other 
and each other's country. 
 

T/F 

5.  

 
Some people say that Kim Jong-il's unfriendly and unwelcoming 
manner during the meetings shows that he doesn't really want good 
relations with South Korea. 
 

T/F 

6.  
 
The South Korean government says it has not been made to feel 
welcome during the talks. 
 

T/F 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 2 
 

 
VOCABULARY 
Match these words and phrases to their definitions. 
 
 

1.  rare A. 

the way people show their true feelings or how they 
really feel by the way they move their hands, face 
and bodies (even if they say they feel something 
different) 

2.  the main 
negotiations B looking or behaving in a cold or unfriendly way 

3.  contentious C. 

an imaginary line in the ocean which divides the 
waters of North and South Korea (a boundary is a 
real or imagined line that marks the separation 
between things) 

4.  the sea boundary D. very unusual, not common 

5.  economic ties E. very enthusiastic 

6.  the body language F. when famous people walk around public places and 
meet members of the public 

7.  public walkabout G. the primary discussions, the most important talks 

8.  heavily  scrutinised H. the trading and business connections between the 
two countries 

9.  frosty demeanour I. looked at very closely or carefully 

10. wholehearted J. controversial, something that the two sides (here, 
North and South Korea) strongly disagree about   
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 3  

 
 
Prefixes 
Fill in the gaps below with the adverbs or adjective below. Sometimes more than one 
answer is correct. The first one has been done for you: 
 
 
rare     rarely     exact     exactly     hard     hardly 
 
quick    fast      late      well       good     lately  
   
 
 
1. I need the exact figures, not estimates. 
 
2. This exam is too _______________ for me. I'm sure I'm going to fail it. 
 
3. The team played really _______________. I think they'll be the champions soon. 
 
4. I'm sorry I'm _______________. The bus broke down and I had to wait for another one. 
 
5. She _______________ goes to the theatre. She says it's too expensive and she doesn't   
  
 like watching live plays. 
 
6. What _______________ were the two leaders talking about? 
 
7. I _______________ ever see him any more. We used to be such close friends but we've  
 
 just drifted apart since he started his new job. 
 
8. This _______________diamond is very expensive. 
 
9. You'll have to act _______________if you want to get a ticket.  
 
10. The service is really _______________ in this restaurant. 
 
11. Have you read any _______________books _______________? 
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ANSWER KEY 
 

 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
 
1. False – Paragraph 1 says, 'this rare three-day meeting of the two Korean leaders'. 
 
2. True – Paragraph 1 says, 'It's thought the two leaders may discuss some contentious 

military issues - the location of the sea boundary between their two countries for 
example'. 

 
3. False – Paragraph 2 says, 'during their public walkabout'. 
 
4. False – Paragraph 2 says,  'the body language between the two leaders …is being 

heavily scrutinised'. 
 
5. True – Paragraph 2 says, 'Kim Jong-il's frosty demeanour conveyed a lack of 

enthusiasm and sincerity'. 
 
6. False – Paragraph 2 says, 'The South Korean government has responded, saying it is 

receiving a wholehearted and appropriate welcome'. 
 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 2  
 
1.  D    2. G     3. J    4. C     5. H  
6.  A       7. F     8. I    9. B      10. E 
  
 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 3 
 
 
1. exact  
2. hard 
3. well 
4. late 
5. rarely  
6. exactly 
7. hardly  
8. rare / good 
9. fast  
10. quick / fast / good 
11. good / rare      lately / fast 
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