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Level:     Intermediate and above 
 
Topic:       Okinawa island in Japan is unhappy with the government's attempts to  
                           alter history textbooks to make it look like the military did not play a  

major role in the mass suicides during the American invasion in 1945. 
 
Language:   Vocabulary of a news report 
          
Aims:     Reading skills      –  Understanding a short news report  
       Language skills      –  Phrasal verbs and when to use them 
            Writing skills                 –  Writing using different registers 

   
Materials:   Worksheet 1      –  Comprehension questions  
       Worksheet 2      – Vocabulary matching task  

Worksheet 3  –  Grammar/language focus –  phrasal verbs 
                                                                                             

     News story       –  Available online at: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/newsenglish/witn/2007/06/070627_japan_war.shtml 
 
 
Preparation: Before the lesson, make enough copies of worksheet 2 so that there is one 

worksheet for every 4 – 5 students. Cut up the vocabulary and explanations, 
to make a matching exercise. Students also need one copy each of 
worksheets 1 and 3. 

 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/newsenglish/witn/2007/06/070627_japan_war.shtml
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LESSON STAGES 
 

 
A  Stimulate student interest in text 
Split students into groups of 3-4. Give them 2 minutes and tell them to write down the 
names of as many islands as they can. (Teams may want to compete for the most correct 
islands.) Encourage open-class feedback, correcting spellings where necessary and 
discussing where the islands are (which countries, continents, etc).  
 
Tell students that today's article is about an island. Then play 'hangman' with the name 
Okinawa (if it hasn't been mentioned already). Mark seven spaces on the board as follows: 
                    _____    _____    _____    _____    _____    _____    _____     
 
Invite each group to suggest one letter. If the letter appears in the spelling of 'Okinawa', 
write it in the correct space on the board. If the letter appears more than once, write all 
instances of the letter. Encourage guesses of the island throughout. Once students have 
guessed 'Okinawa', ask them what they know about this island. Why is it famous? Where 
is it? 
 
B  Pre-teach essential vocabulary 
Elicit/present key vocabulary that students need either to understand the key points in the 
text or to understand and/or answer any questions that you'll set them later in the lesson. 
The vocabulary is from Words in the News (so you can elicit the vocabulary by using the 
explanations provided online or below).   
 
You could either pre-teach the vocabulary at this stage of the lesson or you could use the 
vocabulary building activity from further down in this lesson plan. Have students working 
together in small groups and ask them to try to match the vocabulary with the definitions.  
Encourage them to work with the other groups to pool their knowledge. When they have 
done as much as they can, if they have dictionaries, ask them to look up the words to check 
their answers and to find out the definitions of any words they are not sure of. If they don't 
have dictionaries, check their answers and give them help with any words they aren't sure 
of. 
 
Whichever method you use to elicit/present the vocabulary, you should then model it (say 
it clearly, highlighting the word stress) and get them to repeat the words after you. 
 
gloss over 
underplay, not fully explain the details of, somewhat ignore 
 
atrocities 
terrible and cruel acts (against people) 
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coming under fire 
receiving criticism 
 
tone down 
reduce, adjust to make less forceful 
 
civilians 
ordinary people who are not part of the military 
 
eye-witnesses 
people who saw the event in question 
 
fanatical 
extremely enthusiastic (with a negative connotation/meaning) 
 
handing out 
giving 
 
undeniable 
certain, unquestionable 
 
in print 
written down as a record 
 
C  Written record of vocabulary 
Write the words on the board, eliciting spelling as you write. Elicit and show the word 
stress of each item and word class, if appropriate. 
Give students some time to copy the boardwork into their notebooks. 
 
Boardwork: 
gloss over 
 
atrocities 
 
coming under fire 
 
tone down 
 
civilians 
 
eye-witnesses 
 
fanatical 
 
handing out  
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undeniable 
 
in print 
 
D  Set global questions.  
Tell the students they are going to read a text which is about Okinawa and some history 
textbooks. Put these questions on the board: 
 
1. What has China said to Japan before? 
2. What is the disagreement about? 
3. What do you think some people saw in Okinawa during the battle in 1945? 
 
Students read text the first time.  
Give them a time limit (1 - 2 minutes) to read the text quickly to find the answer to the first 
3 questions. They do not need to understand the details for each topic. 
 
E  Check answers 
Elicit students' answers and tick the correct answers on the board.  
 
The answers are:  
1 – 'China has frequently accused Japan of glossing over wartime atrocities'. (paragraph 1). 
2 – The disagreement is about the facts of Japanese suicides in the battle of Okinawa. The 
Japanese government wants to revise the role of the military in encouraging suicides 
(paragraph 2) but the assembly in Okinawa disagrees (paragraph 3). 
3 – Invite students to give and justify their opinions. '… fanatical soldiers handing out 
grenades with which people killed themselves' (paragraph 3).  
 
F  Set specific information questions 
Hand out Worksheet 1 or use the online quiz. Students complete the worksheet to help 
them understand the text in more detail. Give them a time limit (5 - 6 minutes) to read the 
text a second time in more detail and to answer the questions.   
 
G  Check answers 
Elicit True or False answers. Direct attention to a particular paragraph if an answer is 
wrong, to try to elicit the correct answer (see worksheet 1 and answer key). 
 
H  Vocabulary consolidation/building  
Students do the vocabulary matching exercise (worksheet 2 that you cut up before the 
lesson): in small groups they match the words with the right definitions. 
 
I  Check answers  
Elicit answers. If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer. 
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J  Grammar focus: Phrasal verbs and when to use them 
If you have previously worked with these students on phrasal verbs, ask pairs of students 
to write a definition of phrasal verbs. After 2 minutes, tell each group to read out their 
definition and select the best (most accurate). 
 
Phrasal verbs consist of a verb and a preposition or an adverb. The meaning of a phrasal 
verb is quite different from the individual meaning of a verb. Phrasal verbs may take an 
object (transitive verbs) or not (intransitive verbs). For transitive verbs (those which can 
take an object), the object may come at the end of the phrasal verb or in between the verb 
and the preposition. If the object is a pronoun, it must come in between the verb and the 
preposition. 
 

Subject + verb + preposition (+ object) 
e.g.   We ran into old friends 

After being missing for 2 hours, my watch suddenly turned up (intransitive – no    
object) 

 
Subject + verb + object + preposition 

 e.g.  I looked the address up in the directory 
        or 

               I looked it up in the directory 
 
Tell students to find all examples of phrasal verbs in the text. All are transitive. 

1. gloss over (paragraph 1) 
2. tone down (paragraph 2) 
3. hand out (paragraph 3) 

 
Now ask students (in pairs or small groups) to focus on the prepositions 'over', 'down' and 
'out'. Ask students to think of as many phrasal verbs as they can which use one of these 
prepositions. Elicit responses and comment on meanings/correct where possible. 
 
Ask students when phrasal verbs are used in English (Phrasal verbs are used a lot in 
colloquial English – in conversation, journalism and all informal situations. Phrasal verbs 
are avoided in academic writing and in legal English) 
Ask students to think about whether they have something similar in their language(s) 
Ask students if/why they could be considered hard in English? (They are often considered 
difficult because the meanings are different from the original verbs, there are few 'rules' to 
work out meanings, so students need to really learn them. For European students, it may 
be easier to use the more formal single verb because it is closer to the word in their own 
language) 
 

Hand out Worksheet 3 which reviews phrasal verbs with 'over', 'down' and 'out' 
 
K  Check answers  
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If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer (see worksheet 
3 and answer key). 
 
L  Follow-up activity: Writing 
Tell students they are going to practise phrasal verbs by writing two paragraphs in 
different registers. Both paragraphs will be about the same event to practise writing from 
different points of view. One paragraph should be formal and one more informal. 
 
First put students into groups of 3-4. Tell them to brainstorm three possible 'events' and 
then the kinds of 'histories' that may be written about it. Ask them to think about the kind 
of features of each kind of language and/or facts that you want to include. You may want 
to copy down the table below (about Okinawa) as an example: 
 
Event Formal Text(s) and 

features 
Informal Text(s) and 
features 

Battle of Okinawa Official report by head of 
the military 

- use passive voice 
and avoid phrasal 
verbs; try to use 
military vocabulary 

- write confidently, 
thinking the military 
took the correct 
course of action 

Eye-witness account  
 

- use a colloquial 
style, lots of phrasal 
verbs, simple tenses 

- vivid language, 
people likely to have 
been very shocked 

- some indication that 
they disagreed with 
the way the military 
handled things 

 
Your choices…. 
 

  

 
Give students 10-15minutes and continue to monitor their discussions, then ask them to 
work alone to complete their texts, indicating the event they have chosen and what each of 
the two texts is supposed to be (newspaper article, diary entry, phone conversation, etc.) 
They may use one of the ideas the group brainstormed or their own choice. 
 
Set a time limit for students. At the end of this time, pass work around the class for some 
peer feedback (either written or oral). If students want to write longer texts, tell them they 
may continue their assignments as homework. 
 
M  Feedback 
Give praise for content and show your interest in the different views expressed. 
Give praise for correct language. 
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Give feedback on incorrect language you heard/saw. You could write some example 
phrases or sentences on the board and elicit from students which ones are correct and 
which ones are wrong and why. 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
 

 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

Are the following sentences true or false? 

1.  Officials from the Ministry of Education have been criticised. 
 

 
T/F 

 

2.  
 
Officials have been shot by other Japanese citizens. 
 

 

 T/F 

3.  
 
The Battle of Okinawa was in 1845. 
 

 

 T/F 

4.  
 
The Ministry said that people chose to kill themselves. 
 

 

 T/F 

5.  
 
The Okinawa assembly think the truth will help stop anything similar 
happening again. 
 

 

 T/F 

6.  
 
2,000 people died when American armed forces arrived in Okinawa. 
 

 

 T/F 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 2 
 

 
VOCABULARY 
Match these words and phrases to their definitions. 
 
 
 
1.  

 
gloss over 
 

 
A. 

 
people who saw the events 
 

 
2.  

 
atrocities 
 

 
B. 

 
reduce, adjust to make less forceful 
 

 
3.  

 
coming under fire 
 

 
C. 

 
ordinary people who are not part of the military 
 

 
4.  

 
tone down 
 

 
D. 

 
giving 
 

 
5.  

 
civilians 

 
E. 

 
terrible and cruel acts (against people) 
 

 
6.  

 
eye-witnesses 
 

 
F. 

 
certain, unquestionable 
 

 
7.  

 
fanatical 
 

 
G. 

 
extremely enthusiastic (with a negative 
connotation/meaning) 
 

 
8.  

 
handing out 
 

 
H. 

 
receiving criticism  

 
9.  

 
undeniable 
 

 
I. 

 
written as a record 

 
10. 
 

 
in print 
 

 
J. 

 
underplay, not fully explain the details of 
 

 



BBC Learning English – Words in the News 
 
Textbook changes in Japan – 27 June 2007 
 

 
 

Words in the News © BBC Learning English 2007 
Lesson Plan: Teacher's notes Page 11 of 12 

bbclearningenglish.com 
 

 

STUDENT WORKSHEET 3  

 
 

GRAMMAR FOCUS – Phrasal Verbs 

Exercise 1: Using the phrasal verbs in the box below, replace the verbs in bold in the 
sentences. Pay attention to the tenses and the object of the sentence (if appropriate) 
 
 
turn down           tone down             come over                   hand out                 gloss over 
 
 

1. The teacher distributed the exam papers to the class. 
2. The history textbook ignored the role of the military in the battle. 
3. The lights were lowered as soon as the film started. 
4. The rock stars had to adjust their language when they played for young people. 
5. When we got the highest marks in the country for exams, the minister visited. 

 
Exercise 2:  Replace the phrasal verbs in the sentences below. You may need to add 
an additional adjective 
 

1. My favourite building was torn down after the war. 
2. We must knuckle down before the exam, otherwise we won't do well. 
3. The essay is too long, I think I should trim it down by 500 words. 
4. Many of the witnesses passed out when they saw the atrocities being committed. 
5. After a few weeks of coverage in the newspaper, the fuss about the Battle of 

Okinawa will die down. 
 
 
Exercise 3:  Choose three of the phrasal verbs in from exercises 1 and 2. Make two 
sentences with each.  
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ANSWER KEY 
 

 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
 
1.  True. Paragraph 1 of the written text says, 'but now education ministry officials are 
coming under fire …' 
2.  False. Paragraph 1 says, 'education ministry officials are coming under fire' ('under fire' 
in this context means criticism not real fire from guns, although the grammar is the same). 
3.  False. Paragraph 2 says, '…the Battle of Okinawa in 1945'. 
4.  True. Paragraph 2 says, ' the ministry … argued that the suicides were voluntary. 
5.  True. Paragraph 3 says, 'The assembly said … the truth should remain in print as a 
warning, to prevent a repeat of such tragic events'. 
6.  False. Paragraph 3 says, 'Some two hundred thousand people died when American 
marines stormed Okinawa...' 
 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 2 
 
1. J      2. E     3. H     4. B     5. C    
6.   A        7. G     8. D     9. F      10.  I 
  
STUDENT WORKSHEET 3 
 
Exercise 1 
 

1. The teacher handed out the exam papers to the class. 
      The teacher handed the exam papers out to the class. 
 
2. The history textbook glossed over the role of the military in the battle. 
3. The lights were turned down as soon as the film started. 
4. The rock stars had to tone down their language when they played for young 

people. 
5. When we got the highest marks in the country for exams, the minister came over. 

 
Exercise 2 Other answers may also be acceptable.  
 

1. My favourite building was demolished after the war. 
2. We must work hard before the exam, otherwise we won't do well. 
3. The essay is too long, I think I should shorten it by 500 words. 
4. Many of the witnesses collapsed / fainted when they saw the atrocities being 

committed. 
5. After a few weeks of coverage in the newspaper, the fuss about the Battle of 

Okinawa will stop. 
 

Exercise 3: Accept any answers which are accurate and appropriate. 


