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Level: Intermediate and above 
 
Topic: First female president of India is sworn in. 
 
Language:   Vocabulary of a news report 
          
Aims:     Reading skills      –  Understanding a short news report  
       Language skills      –  Word families 
            Writing skills                 –  Designing a political campaign poster  

   
Materials:   Worksheet 1      –  Comprehension questions  
       Worksheet 2      – Vocabulary matching task  

Worksheet 3  –  Grammar/language focus – Word families 
                                                                                             

     News story       –  Available online at: 
 

http://www.bbclearningenglish.com./newsenglish/witn/2007/07/070725_ india_president.shtml 
 
 
 
 
Preparation: Before the lesson, make enough copies of worksheet 2 so that there is one 

worksheet for every 4 – 5 students. Cut up the vocabulary and explanations 
 to make a matching exercise. Students also need one copy each of 

worksheets 1 and 3. 
 
 

http://www.bbclearningenglish.com./newsenglish/witn/2007/07/070725_
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LESSON STAGES 
 

 
A  Stimulate student interest in text 
Ask students to match the politicians with the correct countries they are or were associated 
with: 
 
Examples: 
1. India A. Brown 
2. Argentina B. Washington 
3. France C. Ghandi 
4. USA D. Sarkozy 
5. UK E. Peron 
 
Answers: 
1. C 
2. E 
3. D 
4. B 
5. A 
 
 
B  Pre-teach essential vocabulary 
Elicit/present key vocabulary that students need either to understand the key points in the 
text or to understand and/or answer any questions that you'll set them later in the lesson. 
The vocabulary is from Words in the News (so you can elicit the vocabulary by using the 
explanations provided online or below).   
 
You could either pre-teach the vocabulary at this stage of the lesson or you could use the 
vocabulary building activity from further down in this lesson plan. Have students working 
together in small groups and ask them to try to match the vocabulary with the definitions.  
Encourage them to work with the other groups to pool their knowledge.  
 
When they have done as much as they can, if they have dictionaries, ask them to look up 
the words to check their answers and to find out the definitions of any words they are not 
sure of. If they don't have dictionaries, check their answers and give them help with any 
words they aren't sure of. 
 
Whichever method you use to elicit/present the vocabulary, you should then model it (say 
it clearly, highlighting the word stress) and get them to repeat the words after you. 
 
was sworn in  
made a formal promise to be honest or loyal in her official job 
 
to assume the post 
to start doing the job (here, being president) 
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 a guard of honour 
a group of people, usually soldiers, who stand in rows at a special occasion to show respect 
to someone important 
 
ceremonial 
to do with formal, often traditional, acts performed on important occasions 
 
a surprise choice 
an unexpected winner  
 
lacks political stature 
isn't seen as someone who has power or influence in politics 
 
courted controversy  
risked having a lot of people disagree with her  
 
to retract 
to take back, to say that you no longer agree with something you said previously 
 
a role model 
a person who other people admire and want to act like or copy 
 
widespread discrimination 
a lot of people being treated differently, especially in a worse way from the way in which 
others are treated, because of their skin colour, religion, sex, etc. 
 
 
C  Written record of vocabulary 
Write the words on the board, eliciting spelling as you write. Elicit and show the word 
stress of each item and word class, if appropriate. 
 
Give students some time to copy the boardwork into their notebooks. 
 
Boardwork: 
 
was sworn in  
 
to assume the post 
 
a guard of honour 
 
ceremonial 
 
a surprise choice 
 
lacks political stature 
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courted controversy (controversy is also acceptable) 
 
to retract 
 
a role model 
 
widespread discrimination 
 
 
D  Set a skimming question  
Tell the students they are going to read a text about India's new president. Put this question 
on the board: 
 
The new Indian president is very popular with everyone in India. True or false? 
 
Students read text the first time.  
 
Give them a time limit (1 - 2 minutes) to read the text quickly to find the answer to the 
question. They do not need to understand the details of the text to answer it. 
 
 
E  Check answers 
Elicit students' answers. False - paragraph 3 mentions 'her critics'.  
 
 
F  Set specific information questions 
Hand out Worksheet 1 or use the online quiz. Students complete the worksheet to help 
them understand the text in more detail. Give them a time limit (5 - 6 minutes) to read the 
text a second time in more detail and to answer the questions.   
 
 
G  Check answers 
Elicit True or False answers. Direct attention to a particular paragraph if an answer is 
wrong to try to elicit the correct answer (see worksheet 1 and answer key). 
 
 
H  Vocabulary consolidation/building  
Students do the vocabulary matching exercise (worksheet 2 that you cut up before the 
lesson). In small groups they match the correct word with the right definition. 
 
I  Check answers  
Elicit answers. If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer. 
 
 



BBC Learning English – Words in the News 
India gets first woman president since independence  – 25 July 2007 
 

 
 

© BBC Learning English 
 

bbclearningenglish.com 

 
 

 

J  Grammar focus: Word families 
Ask students for the part of speech (verb, adjective, adverb) of these words (from today's 
text): 
 
Words: 
receive  
honour  
largely  
ceremonial  
 
Answers: 
verb 
verb and noun 
adverb 
adjective 
 
Ask them to call out the noun, adjective and adverb form for the verb 'force' (force, 
forceful and forcefully). 
 
Use Worksheet 3 to focus on word families. Tell students to look at the words (from 
today's text). From the base words, they should create other parts of speech (verb, noun, 
adjective and adverb). Note that it's not possible to make all forms of some of the words.  
 
 
K  Check answers  
If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer (see worksheet 
3 and answer key). 
 
 
L  Follow-up activity: Writing 
Ask students how they feel about women being involved in politics. Do they think it's fair 
there are so few in positions of power? Do they think it's better for everyone if women 
aren't involved in politics?  
 
Tell them to imagine they are part of a group that has no real political power and who are 
often discriminated against. They want to get involved in politics and want people to take 
them seriously. 
 
Ask them to imagine that they want to run for president of their country but that they are 
only 10 years old. No child has ever been elected president before but they want to be the 
first. 
 
Tell them they are going to design and write a poster to convince people to vote for them. 
 
If possible, show students some examples of election posters/campaigns from the internet, 
newspapers, magazines, government sources etc. Elicit what information is common to all 
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these posters, e.g. who the candidate is, what their main policies are, why people should 
vote for them etc. 
 
Tell students they are going to create their own posters. When they have finished, there 
will be a vote on the best poster. 
 
First, get students to work in small groups and select a candidate and some policies. 
 
Second, create a poster about it.  Encourage them to think about their audience. Who is this 
poster for - children, young parents, adults, old people? 
 
Third, get them to work together on the pictures and words to create their posters. 
 
Give them 5 minutes to brainstorm ideas and 5 - 10 minutes to write and illustrate their 
posters. 
 
While they are working, give them help with grammar and spelling, if necessary. 
 
 
M  Feedback 
If possible, display the finished work around the classroom and ask students to look at all 
the posters and choose their favourite one. Have a class vote for the best one. 
 
Give praise for content and show your interest in the different political ideas and policies  
you read.  
 
Give praise for correct language. 
 
Give feedback on incorrect language you heard/saw. You could write some example  
phrases or sentences on the board and elicit from students which ones are correct and  
which ones are wrong and why. 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
 

 
 

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

Are the following sentences true or false? 

1.  Pratibha Patil is the new Chief Justice of the Supreme Court in India.  T/F 

2.  Pratibha Patil's trip to Parliament was very simple and plain.  T/F 

3.  She said that India's political system was an important sign for other 
people and politicians around the world.  

T/F 

4.  She will have a lot of political power as president. T/F 

5.  Everyone expected Pratibha Patil to become president.  T/F 

6.  People who like Pratibha Patil think a lot of women will admire her 
and try to be like her. 

T/F 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 2 
 

 
VOCABULARY 
Match these words and phrases to their definitions. 
 
 

1.  was sworn in  A. 

a lot of people being treated differently, especially 
in a worse way from the way in which others are 
treated, because of their skin colour, religion, sex, 
etc. 

2.  to assume the post B 
a group of people, usually soldiers, who stand in 
rows at a special occasion to show respect to 
someone important 

3.  a guard of honour C. risked having a lot of people disagree with her  

4.  ceremonial D. a person who other people admire and want to act 
like or copy 

5.  a surprise choice E. made a formal promise to be honest or loyal in her 
official job 

6.  lacks political 
stature 

F. isn't seen as someone who has power or influence in 
politics 

7.  courted controversy G. an unexpected winner 

8.  to retract H. to take back, to say that you no longer agree with 
something you said previously 

9.  a role model I. to start doing the job (here, being president) 

10. widespread 
discrimination J. to do with formal, often traditional, acts performed 

on important occasions 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 3  

 
 

GRAMMAR FOCUS – Word families 

Fill in the table with the words below (taken from today's text). If no answer is possible, 
put a cross (X) in. The first one has been done for you: 
 

Base Verb Noun Adjective Adverb 

1. colour colour colourful colourfully 

2.   impressive  

3.  procession   

4.    independence   

5.   democracy   

6. symbol   

7. choice   

8. discrimination   

9.  armed  

10. invader   
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ANSWER KEY 
 

 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
 
1. False –Paragraph 1 says 'Pratibha Patil was sworn in as India's thirteenth  president'. 
 
2. False - Paragraph 1 says 'she received a guard of honour and was driven to parliament in 

a ceremonial procession accompanied by soldiers mounted on horses.' 
 
3. True - Paragraph 2 says ' President Patil … said that India's democracy was a symbol of 
 hope for the rest  of the world.' 
 
4. False - Paragraph 2 says 'As president her role will be largely ceremonial; real power 

rests with the Prime Minister' 
 
5. False -  Paragraph 3 says 'She was a surprise choice for the top job.' 
 
6. True -  Paragraph 3 says 'her supporters say she will be a role model for millions of 

Indian women'. 
 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 2 
 
1. E      2. I     3.B    4. J     5. G    
6.   F        7. C     8. H    9. D      10. A 
  
STUDENT WORKSHEET 3 
 
Base Verb Noun Adjective Adverb 
1. colour colour colourful colourfully 
2. impress impression impressive impressively 
3. process procession processional   X 
4. be independent independence independent independently 
5. democratise democracy democratic democratically 
6. symbolise symbol symbolic symbolically 
7. choose choice choice/choosy choosily 
8. discriminate discrimination discriminatory discriminatingly 
9. arm arm/s armed X 
10.invade invader/s invasive X 
 


