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Level: Intermediate and above 
 
Topic:     Formula One former champion has to go to driver re-education classes 
 
Language:   Vocabulary of a news report 
          
Aims:     Reading skills      –  Understanding a short news report  
       Language skills      –  Vocabulary – 'learn' and 'teach' 
            Speaking skills                 –  Crime and punishment discussion 

   
Materials:   Worksheet 1      –  Comprehension questions  
       Worksheet 2      – Vocabulary matching task  

Worksheet 3  –  Grammar/language focus – vocabulary 
Worksheet 4  –  Criminal case notes  
 
                                                                                             

     News story       –  Available online at: 
 

http://www.bbclearningenglish.com./newsenglish/witn/2007/08/070801_ piquet.shtml 
 
 
 
 
 
Preparation: Before the lesson, make enough copies of worksheets 2 and 4 so that there 

is one worksheet for every 4 – 5 students. Cut up the vocabulary and 
explanations  to make a matching exercise. Students also need one copy 
each of worksheets 1 and 3. 
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LESSON STAGES 
 

 
A  Stimulate student interest in text 
Ask students to call out 5 words or expressions to do with 'education' and 5 to do with 
'crime' and write the words on the board (you can use these words for the skimming 
question later in the lesson): 
 
Examples: 
teacher  
school  
exam  
university  
lesson  
 
 

 
criminal  
murder  
prison  
stealing  
punish  
 

Give them three minutes in pairs, to make up a story that includes at least 6 of the words 
and expressions on the board.  
 
Ask one or two of the pairs to tell their stories to the class. 
 
 
B  Pre-teach essential vocabulary 
Elicit/present key vocabulary that students need either to understand the key points in the 
text or to understand and/or answer any questions that you'll set them later in the lesson. 
The vocabulary is from Words in the News (so you can elicit the vocabulary by using the 
explanations provided online or below).   
 
You could either pre-teach the vocabulary at this stage of the lesson or you could use the 
vocabulary building activity from further down in this lesson plan. Have students working 
together in small groups and ask them to try to match the vocabulary with the definitions.  
Encourage them to work with the other groups to pool their knowledge.  
 
When they have done as much as they can, if they have dictionaries, ask them to look up 
the words to check their answers and to find out the definitions of any words they are not 
sure of. If they don't have dictionaries, check their answers and give them help with any 
words they aren't sure of. 
 
Whichever method you use to elicit/present the vocabulary, you should then model it (say 
it clearly, highlighting the word stress) and get them to repeat the words after you. 
 
humbling  
making someone not feel proud of something 
 
fresh  
new 
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obliged  
had to do something, did not have a choice about doing it 
 
repeated  
more than one 
 
offences 
illegal acts or a crimes 
 
conduct 
behaviour  
 
first aid 
basic medical help which you give someone as soon as possible after they have been in an 
accident or have become suddenly ill 
 
learn from their mistakes 
understand that they did something wrong and make sure they won't do it again 
 
former  
previous 
 
reportedly  
according to some reports, although the speaker has not seen or heard evidence him/herself 
about this 
 
 
C  Written record of vocabulary 
Write the words on the board, eliciting spelling as you write. Elicit and show the word 
stress of each item and word class, if appropriate. 
 
Give students some time to copy the boardwork into their notebooks. 
 
Boardwork: 
 
humbling  
 
fresh  
 
obliged  
 
repeated  
 
offences 
 
conduct 
 
first aid 
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learn from their mistakes 
 
former  
 
reportedly  
 
 
 
D  Set a skimming question  
Tell the students they are going to read a text about education and crime. Put this question 
on the board: 
 
How many of our words or expressions are mentioned in the text? 
 
Examples: 
teacher  
school  
exam  
university  
lesson  
 
 

 
criminal  
murder  
prison  
stealing  
punish  

Students read text the first time.  
 
Give them a time limit (1 - 2 minutes) to read the text quickly to find the answer to the 
question. They do not need to understand the details of the text to answer it. 
 
 
E  Check answers 
Answer will vary depending on what words students called out at the beginning of the 
lesson. Words and expression about education and crime mentioned in the text are: 
course, lessons, exam, classes 
speeding offences, parking offences, tickets. 
 
 
F  Set specific information questions 
Hand out Worksheet 1 or use the online quiz. Students complete the worksheet to help 
them understand the text in more detail. Give them a time limit (5 - 6 minutes) to read the 
text a second time in more detail and to answer the questions.   
 
 
G  Check answers 
Elicit True or False answers. Direct attention to a particular paragraph if an answer is 
wrong to try to elicit the correct answer (see worksheet 1 and answer key). 
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H  Vocabulary consolidation/building  
Students do the vocabulary matching exercise (worksheet 2 that you cut up before the 
lesson). In small groups they match the correct word with the right definition. 
 
 
I  Check answers  
Elicit answers. If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer. 
 
 
J  Vocabulary focus: Vocabulary – 'learn' and 'teach' 
Ask students for definitions of the words 'teach' and 'learn'. Then use Worksheet 3 to focus 
on words and expressions using this language. 
 
 
K  Check answers  
If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer (see worksheet 
3 and answer key). 
 
 
L  Follow-up activity: Speaking 
Ask students if they feel Nelson and Viviane's punishment was appropriate for their crime, 
too harsh or too lenient. Ask them for their reasons.  
 
Tell them to imagine they are a group of judges who have to decide on the punishments for 
people who have committed some crimes. They have to work together to agree on the 
punishments and give reasons for their decisions.  
 
Give out the following cards (Worksheet 4) or make up other cases for students to use in 
this activity.  
 
First, get students to work in pairs or small groups and select 4 or 5 cases. 
 
Second, discuss with the other students in their pairs/groups which punishment they think 
is appropriate and why. 
  
Third (after about 5 – 10 minutes), when they have come to their decisions, join another 
pair of group and compare their crimes and punishments. Encourage students to ask other 
groups questions about their decisions.  
 
 
M  Feedback 
Give praise for the negotiations you heard and show your interest in the different decisions 
made and punishments given. Give praise for correct language, and give feedback on 
incorrect language. You could write some example  phrases or sentences on the board and 
elicit from students which ones are correct and which ones are wrong and why. 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
 

 
 

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

Are the following sentences true or false? 

1.  Nelson Piquet is proud about taking the driving lessons. T/F 

2.  Nelson and Viviane had to take the lessons because they had broken 
the law more than once. 

T/F 

3.  The lessons will teach them about how to be a careful driver, how to 
give basic medical help to others and about driving laws. 

T/F 

4.  Piquet said that when people have a bad experience, like being caught 
breaking the law, they have to learn not to do it again 

T/F 

5.  Nelson, who is currently the Formula One champion, said he and 
Viviane thought the course would be useless to them.  

T/F 

6.  The reporter said he has seen Piquet driving very fast on Brasilia's 
roads. 

T/F 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 2 
 

 
VOCABULARY 
Match these words and phrases to their definitions. 
 
 

1.  humbling  A. 
basic medical help which you give someone as soon 
as possible after they have been in an accident or 
have become suddenly ill 

2.  fresh  B previous 

3.  obliged  C. making someone not feel proud of something 

4.  repeated  D. behaviour  

5.  offences E. understand that they did something wrong and make 
sure they won't do it again 

6.  conduct  F. new 

7.  first aid G. illegal acts or a crimes 

8.  learn from their 
mistakes 

H. had to do something, did not have a choice about 
doing it 

9.  former  I. according to some reports, although the speaker has 
not seen or heard evidence him/herself about this 

10. reportedly J. more than one 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 3  

 
 

LANGUAGE FOCUS – Vocabulary  'teach' and 'learn' 

Match the expressions about teaching and learning with the correct definitions.  
 

1. learn something by heart A. 

an experience that teaches someone to 
improve their future behaviour by making 
them aware of the bad effects of their actions 
or behaviour 

2. teach someone a lesson B. learn how to do a job or activity 

3. learn the ropes C. the rate or speed at which someone learns a 
new skill 

4. teacher's pet D. memorise something 

5. learn something by rote E. the time when student teachers practise 
teaching students in a school 

6. teaching hospital  F. a student who the teacher likes best and who 
is treated better than the other students 

7. learning curve G. 
it is very difficult to ask someone to change 
their habits or character or teach them new 
skills  

8. you can't teach an old dog 
new tricks H. learn something so that you can repeat it from 

memory, rather than actually understand it 

9. you live and learn   I. hospital where trainee doctors practise and 
learn 

10. teaching practice J. said when you hear or discover something 
which is surprising or unusual 

 
Now, use some of the expressions above to fill in the gaps below: 
 
1. The actress needs to _________ her lines _________ before the show opens next week. 
 
2.  Before I graduated I did my _________________________ in a small school. 
 
3.  My new job was difficult. It was a steep ___________________ remembering 

everything I had to do. 
 
4.  My dad still can't understand how his mobile works. He says he's too old to learn. Well, 

you know what they say, ___________________________. 
 
5.  He's a real ________________. He always brings in some chocolates or something for 

the lecturer to make her notice him. 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 4  

 
 

SPEAKING SKILLS – Criminal  cases 

 
 
1. 

 
A 25 year-old unemployed father of two stole food from a supermarket.  
 

 
2. 

 
A 14 year-old boy stole a car and crashed it. No-one was hurt.  
 

 
3. 

 
A 45 year-old cleaner stole money from the offices where she worked. Her 15 
year-old son has cancer and she said she stole the money to be able to buy 
medicine for him. 
 

 
4. 

 
A group of 12 year-old boys beat up a 10 year-old boy. They recorded the fight 
on their mobile phones and sent the footage to Youtube.com. The 10 year-old 
boy committed suicide two days after the attack. 
 

 
5. 

 
A 75 year-old woman gave her husband poison to drink. He had incurable cancer 
and had asked her to help him die quickly and painlessly. 
 

 
6. 

 
A 50 year-old taxi-driver was found guilty of drink-driving. She is the only 
person earning money in her family. She looks after her 3 children, as well as her 
85 year-old mother. 
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ANSWER KEY 
 

 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
 
1. False – Paragraph 1 says 'There's nothing quite as humbling as having to take fresh 

driving lessons'. 
 
2. True - Paragraph 1 says 'Nelson Piquet and his wife Viviane were obliged to take the 

driving awareness course because of repeated speeding and parking offences'. 
 
3. True - Paragraph 2 says 'The classes … will cover careful driving, first aid and rules of 

the road'. 
 
4. True - Paragraph 2 says 'Piquet acknowledged that everyone had to learn from their 

mistakes'. 
 
5. False -  Paragraph 3 says 'The former racing champion said he and his wife would make 

good use of the course'. 
 
6. False -  Paragraph 3 says 'Piquet … has reportedly often been seen driving at speed 

around the streets of Brasilia'. 
 
 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 2  
 
1.  C      2. F     3.H     4. J     5. G    
6.  D        7. A     8. E     9. B       10. I 
  
STUDENT WORKSHEET 3 
 
1.  D      2. A     3.B     4. F     5.  H   
6.  I         7. C     8. G     9. J       10. E 
 
1.  learn her lines by heart 
2.  teaching practice 
3. learning curve 
4. you can't teach an old dog new tricks 
5. teacher's pet 

http://www.bbclearningenglish.com/

