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Level: Intermediate and above 
 
Topic:       The European Commission proposes to increase the amount of agricultural 
         land under cultivation  
 
Language:   Vocabulary of a news report 
          
Aims:     Reading skills      –  Understanding a short news report  
       Language skills      –  Pronunciation – word stress  
            Writing skills                 –  Writing a recipe  

   
Materials:   Worksheet 1      –  Comprehension questions  
       Worksheet 2      – Vocabulary matching task  

Worksheet 3  –  Grammar/language focus – pronunciation 
 
                                                                                             

     News story       –  Available online at: 
 

http://www.bbclearningenglish.com/newsenglish/witn/2007/09/070926_eu_agriculture.shtml 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Preparation: Before the lesson, make enough copies of worksheets 2 and 3 so that there 

is one worksheet for every 4 – 5 students. Cut up the vocabulary and 
explanations  to make a matching exercise. Students also need one copy 
each of worksheet 1. 

  
      If possible, bring in some recipes which are written in English (from    
      cookery books, newspapers, magazines or the internet). 
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LESSON STAGES 
 
A  Stimulate student interest in text 
Ask students to match the food with the country that produces the most of it.  
 
Food  Country 
cocoa beans China  
olives Indonesia 
maize Ivory Coast 
nutmeg Italy 
tea USA 
 
Answers: 
Food or crop Country 
cocoa beans Ivory Coast 
olives Italy 
maize USA 
nutmeg Indonesia 
tea China  
 
 
B  Pre-teach essential vocabulary 
Elicit/present key vocabulary that students need either to understand the key points in the 
text or to understand and/or answer any questions that you'll set them later in the lesson. 
The vocabulary is from Words in the News (so you can elicit the vocabulary by using the 
explanations provided online or below).   
 
You could either pre-teach the vocabulary at this stage of the lesson or you could use the 
vocabulary building activity from further down in this lesson plan. Have students working 
together in small groups and ask them to try to match the vocabulary with the definitions.  
Encourage them to work with the other groups to pool their knowledge.  
 
When they have done as much as they can, if they have dictionaries, ask them to look up 
the words to check their answers and to find out the definitions of any words they are not 
sure of. If they don't have dictionaries, check their answers and give them help with any 
words they aren't sure of. 
 
Whichever method you use to elicit/present the vocabulary, you should then model it (say 
it clearly, highlighting the word stress) and get them to repeat the words after you. 
 
soaring  
rising quickly and sharply 
 
reversing  
changing, going backwards, or undoing something 
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a decade's  
ten years' 
 
poor harvests and strong demand 
not many crops and a lot of people who want to buy them  
 
to scrap  
to stop 
 
compensated  
gave money to someone in exchange for something that has been lost or damaged (here, to 
farmers for not being allowed to grow crops)   
 
fallow 
land that is not used for growing crops but is left to rest for a time (to improve the quality 
of it) before being used again as farming land  
 
flourishes  
grows very well or successfully  
 
uncultivated  
land that is not used for farming or growing crops  
 
boost  
increase  
  
 
C  Written record of vocabulary 
Write the words on the board, eliciting spelling as you write. Elicit and show the word 
stress of each item and word class, if appropriate. 
 
Give students some time to copy the boardwork into their notebooks. 
 
Boardwork: 
soaring  
 
reversing  
 
a decade's  
 
poor harvests and strong demand 
 
to scrap  
 
compensated  
 
fallow 
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flourishes   
 
uncultivated  
 
boost  
 
 
D  Set a skimming question  
Tell the students they are going to read a text about farming in Europe. Put this question on 
the board: 
 
The new policy will affect the price of crops. True or false?  
 
Students read text the first time.  
 
Give them a time limit (1 - 2 minutes) to read the text quickly to find the answer to the 
question. They do not need to understand the details of the text to answer it. 
 
 
E  Check answers 
True – Paragraph 3 says, 'scrapping the rule will have an impact on prices'. 
 
 
F  Set specific information questions 
Hand out worksheet 1 or use the online quiz. Students complete the worksheet to help 
them understand the text in more detail. Give them a time limit (5 - 6 minutes) to read the 
text a second time in more detail and to answer the questions.   
 
 
G  Check answers 
Elicit True or False answers. Direct attention to a particular paragraph if an answer is 
wrong to try to elicit the correct answer (see worksheet 1 and answer key). 
 
 
H  Vocabulary consolidation/building  
Students do the vocabulary matching exercise (worksheet 2 that you cut up before the 
lesson). In small groups they match the correct word with the right definition. 
 
 
I  Check answers  
Elicit answers. If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer. 
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J  Vocabulary focus: Pronunciation – word stress rules 
Use worksheet 3 to focus on some word stress rules: 
1. Suffixes are never stressed (experimental, economic) 
2. Prefixes are usually never stressed (undo, important) 
3. Certain suffixes make the syllable before it to be stressed (-ive, extensive, -ial, financial) 
4. The suffix able usually doesn't change the stress pattern of the word it's added to 
(knowledgeable, dependable). Exceptions include: demonstrate – demonstrable, admire – 
admirable. 
 
 
K  Check answers  
If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer (see worksheet 
3 and answer key). 
 
 
L  Follow-up activity: Speaking 
Tell students they are going to write down their favourite recipe to share with other 
students in the class. If you are working with a multi-national group of students you might 
want to ask them to write their recipes for one of their country's most well-known dishes. 
In a mono-national group, where most students will know how to make the most famous 
dishes, ask the students to think about their own favourite dish to describe.  
 
Before they begin the task, you might need to elicit or teach some cooking vocabulary. For 
example: chop, cut, peel, fry, grill, bake etc.  
 
If you have some recipes, look at them with the students to elicit what kind of grammar is 
used in recipes (imperative forms -  for example, peel the vegetables, chop the onions, fry 
the garlic etc.)  
 
Students work by themselves to write their recipes (and if they have time, they can 
illustrate them too). 
 
Give them 2 or 3  minutes to think about their recipes and about 8 - 10 minutes to write 
and illustrate their dish.  
 
Circulate, while they are working, giving help with grammar and spelling, if necessary.   
 
 
M  Feedback 
If possible, display the recipes around the classroom. Ask the students to look at each one 
and vote on which one they think is the most interesting dish or which one is the easiest to 
make. Give praise for correct language, and give feedback on incorrect language. You 
could write some example  phrases or sentences on the board and elicit from students 
which ones are correct and which ones are wrong and why. 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
 

 
 

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

Are the following sentences true or false? 

1.  The price of agricultural food has stayed steady recently.  T/F 

2.  The European Commission wants to change a policy that's been in 
place for more that ten years.   

T/F 

3.  The price changes were caused by farmers getting bigger harvests and 
people eating less maize and wheat. 

T/F 

4.  

 
The European Commission wants to stop the rule that every year 
farmers must leave 10% of their fields without growing anything in 
them. 
 

T/F 

5.  The old policy had four main advantages. T/F 

6.  By changing its policy, the European Commission says farmers will 
produce fewer crops. 

T/F 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 2 
 

 
VOCABULARY 
Match these words and phrases to their definitions. 
 
 

1.  soaring A. 
land that is not used for growing crops but is left to 
rest for a time (to improve the quality of it) before 
being used again as farming land 

2.  reversing B ten years' 

3.  a decade's C. increase 

4.  poor harvests and 
strong demand D. gave money to someone in exchange for something 

that has been lost or damaged  

5.  to scrap E. not many crops and a lot of people who want to buy 
them 

6.  compensated F. rising quickly and sharply 

7.  fallow G. grows very well or successfully 

8.  flourishes H. land that is not used for farming or growing crops 

9.  uncultivated I. changing, going backwards, or undoing something 

10. boost J. to stop 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 3  

 
 
Word stress rules 
First, underline the stressed syllable in each of these words (some from today's text): 
 
 
 
soaring     acceptable      pleasurable     disbelieve       
 
commission  opportunity      sharply      undoing   
 
economic   agricultural      portable       reversing  
 
 
 
Now, match the words above with the word stress rules below. Some words can illustrate 
more than one rule but in this exercise you should find three words for each rule: 
 

 
 
Finally, add two more words of your own to each rule. 

rule example words 
 
1. Suffixes are never stressed 
 

1. soaring 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 

 
2. Prefixes are usually never stressed 
 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 

 
3. Some suffixes make the syllable before the suffix the 

stressed one 
 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5 

 
4. This suffix doesn't change the word stress pattern from 

its original one  

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
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ANSWER KEY 
 

 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
 
1. False – Paragraph 1 says, 'Soaring cereal prices have prompted this move'. 
 
2. True – Paragraph 1 says, 'reversing a policy of more than a decade's standing'. 
 
3. False – Paragraph 1 says, 'Poor harvests and strong demand have increased the price'. 
 
4. True – Paragraph 2 says, 'the European Commission is asking … to scrap the set-aside 

rule, a policy which forced and compensated farmers to leave ten percent of their land 
fallow'. 

 
5. False – Paragraph 2 says, 'Set aside both cuts production and leads to environmental 

benefits, wildlife flourishes in the uncultivated land'. 
 
6. False – Paragraph 3 says, 'the European Commission believes that scrapping the rule for 

the coming year could boost production by at least ten million tonnes of grain'. 
 
 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 2  
 
1.  F     2. I   3.B    4. E    5. J  
6.  D       7. A   8.G    9.H     10. C 
  
 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 3 
 

 
Various answers are acceptable for the two extra words student add to each category. 

rule example words 
 
1. Suffixes are never stressed 
 

1. soaring 
2. sharply  
3. agricultural 

 
2. Prefixes are usually never stressed 
 

1. disbelieve 
2. undoing 
3. reversing 

 
3. Some suffixes make the syllable before the suffix the  
    stressed one 

1. commission 
2. opportunity 
3. economic 

 
4. This suffix doesn't change the word stress pattern from  
    its original one  

1. pleasurable 
2. portable 
3. acceptable  
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