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Level:     Intermediate and above 
 
Topic:        An Elvis fan who stole from her employer to buy Elvis memorabilia is   
                           in jail while her collection has generated interest from around the world. 
 
Language:   Vocabulary of a news report 
          
Aims:     Reading skills      –  Understanding a short news report  
       Language skills      –  Present Perfect 
            Speaking/writing skills  –  Prepared speeches and questions 

   
Materials:   Worksheet 1      –  Comprehension questions  
       Worksheet 2      – Vocabulary matching task  

Worksheet 3  –  Grammar/language focus –  present perfect 
                                                                                             

     News story       –  Available online at: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/newsenglish/witn/2007/06/070613_elvis_fan.shtml 

 
 
Preparation: Before the lesson, make enough copies of worksheet 2 so that there is one 

worksheet for every 4 – 5 students. Cut up the vocabulary and explanations, 
to make a matching exercise. Students also need one copy each of 
worksheets 1 and 3. 

  
 You will also need a copy of a picture of Elvis Presley if you can find one. 
 
 If you have access to audio equipment, you may like to bring along some 

examples of music by Elvis Presley, especially the song 'Jailhouse Rock' if 
you can find it. 
 

 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/newsenglish/witn/2007/06/070613_elvis_fan.shtml
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LESSON STAGES 
 

 
A  Stimulate students' interest in text 
 
Before students come into the classroom, write on the board: 
 

1. Who is your favourite singer (or group)? 
2. Why do you like him/her/them? 
3. Write down five facts about this person/group. 
4. Do you think they will be famous in 2047? 
5. Do your parents/teachers/other generations like this singer or group? 

 
Generate interest about today’s topic by arranging students into groups of 3-5. Give them 
about 5 minutes to discuss these questions in their groups, giving feedback where 
appropriate. Ask students to share their conversations with the rest of the class, especially 
what they think about questions 4 and 5 above. 
 
Tell them that they are going to hear a series of facts about a famous singer, and they have 
to guess who it is. Tell the students to listen carefully as you may test their memory later in 
the lesson. Encourage them to shout out suggestions as you read. 
- He was born in 1935 
- This singer was born in Mississippi, but is often associated with Memphis, Tennessee 
- He served in the US Army after he was famous 
- Many people all over the world like to dress up as him - there are even conventions to 
celebrate his life where 'impersonators' sing his songs 
- He won awards for the films he starred in 
- He has sold more albums than any other artist ever 
- He is known by his first name alone 
- Sometimes people refer to him as 'the King' 
 
If students are still struggling to guess who the person is, play an extract of his music (if 
available). If they still don't know, cut out a picture of Elvis, showing his very distinctive 
hairstyle. Hold this up to the students and ask for their guesses. Finally, ask students if they 
can name any of his songs and tell them they will be reading a text about an Elvis fan. 
 
B  Pre-teach essential vocabulary 
Elicit/present key vocabulary that students need either to understand the key points in the 
text or to understand and/or answer any questions that you'll set them later in the lesson. 
The vocabulary is from Words in the News (so you can elicit the vocabulary by using the 
explanations provided online or below).   
 
You could either pre-teach the vocabulary at this stage of the lesson or you could use the 
vocabulary building activity from further down in this lesson plan. Have students working 
together in small groups and ask them to try to match the vocabulary with the definitions.  
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Encourage them to work with the other groups to pool their knowledge. When they have 
done as much as they can, if they have dictionaries, ask them to look up the words to check 
their answers and to find out the definitions of any words they are not sure of. If they don't 
have dictionaries, check their answers and give them help with any words they aren't sure 
of. 
 
Whichever method you use to elicit/present the vocabulary, you should then model it (say 
it clearly, highlighting the word stress) and get them to repeat the words after you. 
 
practically 
almost 
 
legendary 
extremely famous  
 
memorabilia 
objects which remind a person (of something) 
 
heart throb 
very attractive famous person (usually male) 
 
downfall 
loss of reputation (here) 
 
vast 
huge, very broad in range 
 
auctioned 
sold in a special sale to the person offering the most money 
 
phenomenal 
wonderful, astonishing 
 
bankrupt 
penniless, without any money 
 
serving  
spending time (here) 
 
 
C  Written record of vocabulary 
Write the words on the board, eliciting spelling as you write. Elicit and show the word 
stress of each item and word class, if appropriate. 
Give students some time to copy the boardwork into their notebooks. 
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Boardwork: 
 
practically 
 
legendary 
 
memorabilia 
 
heart throb 
 
downfall 
 
vast 
 
auctioned 
 
phenomenal 
 
bankrupt 
 
serving  
 
D  Set global questions.  
Tell the students they are going to read a text which is about an Elvis fan. 
Put these questions on the board: 
 
1. What did Julie Wall do? 
2. Why do you think people are interested in her collection? 
3. What happened to Julie? 
 
Students read text the first time.  
Give them a time limit (1 - 2 minutes) to read the text quickly to find the answer to the first 
3 questions. They do not need to understand the details for each topic. 
 
E  Check answers 
Elicit students' answers and tick the correct answers on the board.  
 
The answers are:  
1 – Julie stole from her employers so she could buy more Elvis memorabilia for her 
collection (paragraph 1) 
2 – '…we think it is the biggest private collection of Elvis ever to come on the market, 
ever.' (paragraph 2) 
3 – '…'s been declared bankrupt and is currently serving three years in jail for theft. 
(paragraph 3).  
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F  Set specific information questions 
Hand out Worksheet 1 or use the online quiz. Students complete the worksheet to help 
them understand the text in more detail. Give them a time limit (5 - 6 minutes) to read the 
text a second time in more detail and to answer the questions.   
 
G  Check answers 
Elicit True or False answers. Direct attention to a particular paragraph if an answer is 
wrong to try to elicit the correct answer (see worksheet 1 and answer key). 
 
H  Vocabulary consolidation/building  
Students do the vocabulary matching exercise (worksheet 2 that you cut up before the 
lesson): in small groups they match the correct word with the right definition. 
 
I  Check answers  
Elicit answers. If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer. 
 
J  Grammar focus: Present perfect  
Tell students not to look at the text. Ask them how people reacted to Julie's crime (they 
were surprised). What did the text say? ('We're very shocked.' And 'We had no idea…'). 
Now ask students what the response to Julie's collection was (surprise and interest). Ask if 
they can remember any phrases to prove it from the text. ('It has just been absolutely 
incredible. We've had hundreds of people on the phone. We've had interest from….') 
  
Ask students what tense the auctioneer uses most. Elicit 'present perfect'. 
Ask students to go back to the text to find all examples of the present perfect.  
1. 'Her vast collection has now been auctioned' (present perfect passive) 
2. 'It has just been absolutely incredible'  
3. 'We've had hundreds of people on the phone'  
4. 'We've had interest in Japan'  
5. 'I've been an auctioneer for over twenty years'  
6. 'this is the biggest collection …I've ever handled'  
7. 'She has been declared bankrupt' (present perfect passive) 
 
 

The present perfect is formed as follows:  subject + present of 'to have' + past participle 
 
The present perfect is used when  
1. Time in question hasn't finished (e.g 'the biggest collection I have ever handled') 
2. Time isn't mentioned (e.g. 'We've had interest in Japan, from America…') 
3. Time is recent (e.g. 'It has just happened') 
4. The present perfect is often used with 'for' or 'since' (e.g. 'I've been an auctioneer for 

over twenty years') 
 
The present perfect passive is used when the thing receiving the action is emphasised. The 
form is   subject + present of 'to have' + been + past participle (+ by + agent of action) 
e.g. 'She has been declared bankrupt (by the authorities)' 
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The present perfect differs from the simple past which is used: 
1. for a completed action in the past 
2. for a series of completed actions in the past  
3. for something which happened over a time in the past  (e.g. 'I lived in Paris in 1999') 
4. for habits which occurred in the past (e.g. 'I played football when I was a child') 

 
Hand out Worksheet 3 which revises the present perfect. 
 
K  Check answers  
If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer (see worksheet 
3 and answer key). 
 
L  Follow-up activity: Listening/Speaking/Writing 
Ask students to look again at the last sentence in the text. ('But unlike the King of Rock, 
it's doubtful there'll be a party for her.') What does this mean? (Elicit 'King of Rock, i.e. 
Elvis', and 'jail' and 'party' is a reference to a song called 'Jailhouse Rock'). Ask students if 
they have heard of the song 'Jailhouse Rock'. Encourage impressions (and singing) if 
students are willing. Ask students how many facts about Elvis they can remember from 
stage A. 
 
For feedback either get students together to compare their answers or if you have access to 
a recording of 'Jailhouse Rock', you could ask students to listen to the original version.  
 
Put students into groups of 4-5. Tell students that they will be writing another verse or two 
of the song. Tell them to try to use the same rhythm and rhyming pattern (lines 1 and 2 
rhyme and lines 3 and 4 rhyme). You could also try brainstorming different rhymes as a 
class before you start (e.g. trombone, saxophone, tone etc). 
 
After a set time limit, ask students to 'perform' their verses. Encourage feedback from the 
other students. You could set students the task of researching the true words to later verses 
as a homework exercise. 
 
M  Feedback 
Give praise for content and show your interest in the different views expressed. 
Give praise for correct language. 
Give feedback on incorrect language you heard. You could write some example phrases or 
sentences on the board and elicit from students which ones are correct and which ones are 
wrong and why. 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
 

 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

Are the following sentences true or false? 

1.  
 
Julie Wall had 8,000 Elvis songs in her collection. 
 

 
T/F 

 

2.  
 
None of Julie's colleagues knew that she liked Elvis. 
 

 

 T/F 

3.  
 
Julie's theft was discovered during a check of the company's records. 
 

 

 T/F 

4.  
 
The only interest in Julie's collection is from America. 
 

 

 T/F 

5.  
 
James Lewis has been an auctioneer for five years. 
 

 

 T/F 

6.  
 
Julie was put into jail for arson. 
 

 

 T/F 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 2 
 

 
VOCABULARY 
Match these words and phrases to their definitions. 
 
 
1.  

 
practically 
 

 
A. 

 
penniless, without any money 
 

 
2.  

 
legendary 

 
B. 

 
huge, very broad in range 
 

 
3.  

 
memorabilia 
 

 
C. 

 
extremely famous 

 
4.  

 
heart throb 
 

 
D. 

 
objects which remind a person (of something) 
 

 
5.  

 
downfall 
 

 
E. 

 
almost 

 
6.  

 
vast 
 

 
F. 

 
loss of reputation (here) 
 

 
7.  

 
auctioned 
 

 
G. 

 
wonderful, astonishing 
 

 
8.  

 
phenomenal 
 

 
H. 

 
spending time (here) 
 

 
9.  

 
bankrupt 
 

 
I. 

 
sold in a special sale to the person offering the most 
money 
 

 
10. 
 

 
serving 

 
J. 

 
very attractive famous person (usually male) 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 3  

 
 

GRAMMAR FOCUS – present perfect 

Exercise 1: Complete the following sentences in the correct tense (present perfect or 
simple past) with the words provided.  
 

1. My favourite singer (to have) ________________ three top ten hits this year. 
2. The police (to arrest) ________________ Julie Wall for stealing money. 
3. I (to play) ___________the violin since I was three years old. 
4. My brother (to play) _____________ the piano until he was ten years old. 
5. They (just, to see) ___________________ the third 'Pirates of the Caribbean' film. 
6. Elvis (to sell) __________________________ more records than any other singer. 

 
Exercise 2:  Look at the following answers and write the questions for the answers. 
There may be more than one possible answer (see example). 
 

Example: No. I have never eaten Japanese food.  
Question:  Have you ever eaten Japanese food?or Do you like Japanese food? 

 
1. Answer: I have never been to a live concert, but I've booked tickets to see my 

favourite group perform in the park next week 
Question: ________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Answer: I have lived here for seven years. Before that I studied in Beijing. 

Question: ________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Answer: I've just arranged to have dinner with my friend on Friday night. I'm free 
all day on Saturday and Sunday, but I must do my English homework. 
Question: ________________________________________________________ 

 
4. Answer: So far this year, I have only bought one CD. I haven't heard any music I 

really like. 
Question: ________________________________________________________ 

 
5. Answer: Sorry. I've just been to the hospital for an injection. There was a very long 

queue and I waited for about two hours. 
Question: ________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Exercise 3:  Now look again at your questions for exercise 2. Write your own answers 
using the present perfect wherever possible. 
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 ANSWER KEY 
 

 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
 
1.  True. Paragraph 1 of the written text says: 'Julie Wall, a cashier in eastern England had 
eight thousand of them - practically every song the legendary star ever released'. 
2.  False. Paragraph 1 says: 'Everybody knew that Julie was an Elvis fan'. 
3.  True. Paragraph 2 says: 'An internal audit led to Julie Wall's downfall'. 
4.  False. Paragraph 2 says: 'We've had interest in Japan, from America, from all over 
Europe, all over the UK'. 
5.  False. Paragraph 2 says: 'I've been an auctioneer and valuer for over twenty years'. 
6.  False. Paragraph 3 says: 'Julie… is currently serving three years in jail for theft'. 
 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 2 
 
1. E     2. C     3. D     4. J     5. F    
6.   B        7. I     8. G     9. A     10. H 
  
STUDENT WORKSHEET 3 
 
Exercise 1 

1. My favourite singer has had three top ten hits this year. 
2. The police arrested Julie Wall for stealing money. 
3. I have played the violin since I was three years old. 
4. My brother played the piano until he was ten years old. 
5. They have just seen the third 'Pirates of the Caribbean' film. 
6. Elvis has sold more records than any other singer. 

 
Exercise 2: Accept any questions which are accurate and appropriate 

1. Have you ever been to a (live) concert? 
2. How long have you lived here? How long have you been living here? 
3. What are you doing at the weekend? Do you have any plans for the weekend? 
4. Have you bought any music this year? How many CDs have you bought this year? 
5. What happened? Why are you late? 

 
Exercise 3: Accept any answers which are accurate and appropriate and demonstrate 
correct use of the present perfect and simple past. 
 


