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Level: Intermediate and above 
 
Topic:     Report claims dolphins are now extinct in China's Yangtze river 
 
Language:   Vocabulary of a news report 
          
Aims:     Reading skills      –  Understanding a short news report  
       Language skills      –  Vocabulary – describing trends 
            Writing skills                 –  Designing a perfect animal for the 21st    
                   century 

   
Materials:   Worksheet 1      –  Comprehension questions  
       Worksheet 2      – Vocabulary matching task  

Worksheet 3  –  Grammar/language focus – vocabulary 
 
                                                                                             

     News story       –  Available online at: 
 

http://www.bbclearningenglish.com./newsenglish/witn/2007/08/070808_china_dolphin.shtml 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Preparation: Before the lesson, make enough copies of worksheets 2 and 4 so that there 

is one worksheet for every 4 – 5 students. Cut up the vocabulary and 
explanations  to make a matching exercise. Students also need one copy 
each of worksheet 1. 
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LESSON STAGES 
 
A  Stimulate student interest in text 
Ask students to put the animals in the board into the correct columns: 
 
unicorn  dolphin   porpoise   mermaid    dragon   turtle 
 
Fantasy animals Real animals 
  
  
  
 
 
Answers: 
Fantasy animals Real animals 
unicorn dolphin 
mermaid porpoise 
dragon turtle 
 
 
B  Pre-teach essential vocabulary 
Elicit/present key vocabulary that students need either to understand the key points in the 
text or to understand and/or answer any questions that you'll set them later in the lesson. 
The vocabulary is from Words in the News (so you can elicit the vocabulary by using the 
explanations provided online or below).   
 
You could either pre-teach the vocabulary at this stage of the lesson or you could use the 
vocabulary building activity from further down in this lesson plan. Have students working 
together in small groups and ask them to try to match the vocabulary with the definitions.  
Encourage them to work with the other groups to pool their knowledge.  
 
When they have done as much as they can, if they have dictionaries, ask them to look up 
the words to check their answers and to find out the definitions of any words they are not 
sure of. If they don't have dictionaries, check their answers and give them help with any 
words they aren't sure of. 
 
Whichever method you use to elicit/present the vocabulary, you should then model it (say 
it clearly, highlighting the word stress) and get them to repeat the words after you. 
 
There is every likelihood  
It is expected or very likely 
 
is extinct 
doesn't exist anymore, has died out 
 
an international survey  
a review, study or report written by people from different counties 
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failed to find a single  
didn't find even one  
 
rapid modernisation 
quickly becoming modern and industrialised 
 
demise 
end, extinction 
 
industrial pollution 
fumes and dirt from factories 
 
declared  
said by an official body  
 
in the wild  
in the natural setting for an animal (not in a zoo or someone's house as a pet) 
 
confirmed sighting  
more than one person said that they had seen a particular thing  
 
 
C  Written record of vocabulary 
Write the words on the board, eliciting spelling as you write. Elicit and show the word 
stress of each item and word class, if appropriate. 
 
Give students some time to copy the boardwork into their notebooks. 
 
Boardwork: 
 
There is every likelihood  
 
is extinct 
 
an international survey  
 
failed to find a single  
 
rapid modernisation 
 
demise 
 
industrial pollution 
 
declared  
 
in the wild  
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confirmed sighting  
 
 
D  Set a skimming question  
Tell the students they are going to read a text about dolphins in China. Put this question on 
the board: 
 
How many of these people are confident about the dolphins' future? 
 
a. Quentin Sommerville - the writer 
b. me – the reader 
c. the Zoological Society 
 
Students read text the first time.  
 
Give them a time limit (1 - 2 minutes) to read the text quickly to find the answer to the 
question. They do not need to understand the details of the text to answer it. 
 
 
E  Check answers 
Answers will vary depending on how they as readers feel about the text but it's likely that 
the answer will be that all the people listed on the board won't feel confident about the 
dolphins' future (paragraph 1 says "There is every likelihood that the Yangtze River 
dolphin is extinct, according to the Zoological Society of London.", paragraph 2 mentions 
"the dolphin's demise" and paragraph 4 says "But even if a number of the dolphins have 
survived, they … are in serious danger of disappearing forever"). 
 
 
F  Set specific information questions 
Hand out worksheet 1 or use the online quiz. Students complete the worksheet to help 
them understand the text in more detail. Give them a time limit (5 - 6 minutes) to read the 
text a second time in more detail and to answer the questions.   
 
 
G  Check answers 
Elicit True or False answers. Direct attention to a particular paragraph if an answer is 
wrong to try to elicit the correct answer (see worksheet 1 and answer key). 
 
 
H  Vocabulary consolidation/building  
Students do the vocabulary matching exercise (worksheet 2 that you cut up before the 
lesson). In small groups they match the correct word with the right definition. 
 
 
I  Check answers  
Elicit answers. If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer. 
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J  Vocabulary focus: Vocabulary – describing trends 
Draw one or two charts (see worksheet 3 for ideas) on the board that reflect the price of  
oil, chocolate, house prices etc in your country. Ask students to describe them. Elicit or 
teach key vocabulary that is often used to describe trends (again, see worksheet 3 for 
ideas). Then use worksheet 3 to focus on this vocabulary. 
 
 
K  Check answers  
If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer (see worksheet 
3 and answer key). 
 
 
L  Follow-up activity: Writing 
Ask the students the reasons why animals like the baiji dolphin are becoming extinct 
(industrial pollution, global warming, deforestation, etc.).  
 
Tell the students they are going to design the perfect animal for the 21st century – one that 
won't become extinct and will be able to cope with life in the modern world.  
  
First, get students to work in pairs or small groups to brainstorm what features their animal 
would need to have to survive.  
 
Second, in their pairs/groups design and draw their animal and together write a paragraph 
or two (about 100 – 125 words) describing what their animal is, why it won't become 
extinct in the next 1,000 years and what it's called. Encourage them to be as outlandish and 
creative as possible.  
 
Third (after about 5 – 10 minutes), when they have competed their drawings and reports, if 
possible display their work around the classroom. Invite the students to look at the others' 
work. Have a class vote to decide which animal is the most likely to survive in the future.  
 
 
M  Feedback 
Give praise for the designs and drawings you saw and show your interest in the different 
animals. Give praise for correct language, and give feedback on incorrect language. You 
could write some example  phrases or sentences on the board and elicit from students 
which ones are correct and which ones are wrong and why. 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
 

 
 

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

Are the following sentences true or false? 

1.  The writer is certain that there are no more dolphins in the Yangtze 
river. 

T/F 

2.  Last year the Zoological Society found only one dolphin in the river.  T/F 

3.  Since 1950 the number of dolphins has stayed about the same. T/F 

4.  There are fewer dolphins now because of waste and contamination 
from factories. 

T/F 

5.  If no-one sees an animal in its natural setting for 50 years, the animal 
officially no longer exists. 

T/F 

6.  It's likely that there will be no more dolphins soon. T/F 

http://www.bbclearningenglish.com/


BBC Learning English – Words in the News 
China dolphin extinction – 8 August 2007 
 

 
 © BBC Learning English 2007
 Page 8 of 10

http://www.bbclearningenglish.com/  
 

STUDENT WORKSHEET 2 
 

 
VOCABULARY 
Match these words and phrases to their definitions. 
 
 

1.  There is every 
likelihood  A. doesn't exist anymore, has died out 

2.  is extinct 
 B fumes and dirt from factories 

3.  an international 
survey C. in the natural setting for an animal (not in a zoo or 

someone's house as a pet) 

4.  failed to find a single D. It is expected or very likely 

5.  rapid modernisation E. end, extinction 

6.  demise F. said by an official body  

7.  industrial pollution G. more than one person said that they had seen a 
particular thing  

8.  declared H. didn't find even one 

9.  in the wild I. a review, study or report written by people from 
different counties 

10. confirmed sighting J. quickly becoming modern and industrialised 

 
       
 

http://www.bbclearningenglish.com/


BBC Learning English – Words in the News 
China dolphin extinction – 8 August 2007 
 

 
 © BBC Learning English 2007
 Page 9 of 10

http://www.bbclearningenglish.com/  
 

STUDENT WORKSHEET 3  

 
 
The following words in bold are often used to describe changes in trends. Some of the 
sentences below describe the trends in today's text. 
 
Put the letters of each sentence into the correct column so that they match the picture at the 
top of each column. The first one has been done for you: 
 
A. Since 1950 there has been a steady decline in the number of dolphins in the Yangtze 

river. 
 
B. Industrial pollution has increased dramatically in the last decade.  
 
C. The dollar has fallen sharply against the euro over the last 6 months.  
 
D. There has been a gradual rise in the house prices in the last 10 years.  
 
E. We had to increase our prices slightly last month. 
 
F. The price of a barrel of oil bounced back and is heading for even high prices.  
  
G. The markets fluctuated for the whole of 2006 but normalised in the first half of 2007.   
  
H. The price of flour picked up sharply this week.  
 
I. The costs fluctuated wildly before levelling out.  
 
J. There was a significant rise in labour costs.  
 
K. Milk prices have remained constant despite the increase in the price of cattle. 
 
L. Profits have been falling sharply for the last 3 weeks and are continuing on this 

downward trend. 
 
 
1 
 
 
 

2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
 
  
 

    A   
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ANSWER KEY 
 

 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
 
1. False – Paragraph 1 says 'There is every likelihood that the Yangtze river dolphin is 

extinct'. 
 
2. False – Paragraph 1 says 'The society … last year ... failed to find a single baiji dolphin'. 
 
3. False – Paragraph 1 says 'In the 1950s their population numbered in the thousands'. 
 
4. True - Paragraph 2 says 'Industrial pollution {is} thought to have killed many'. 
 
5. True -  Paragraph 3 says 'the World Conservation Union says that an animal can only be 

declared extinct if it hasn't been found in the wild for fifty years'. 
 
6. True -  Paragraph 4 says 'But even if a number of the dolphins have survived, they … 

are in serious danger of disappearing forever'. 
 
 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 2  
 
1.  D     2. A     3.I     4. H     5. J   
6.  E         7. B     8. F     9. C       10. G 
  
STUDENT WORKSHEET 3 
 
1 
 
 
 

2 3 4 5 6 7 
 
 
  
 

B D K C A F G 
H E  L   I 
J       
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