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Level: Intermediate and above 
 
Topic:        Brazilian scientists say they have found a better way of making biofuels. 
 
Language:   Vocabulary of a news report 
          
Aims:     Reading skills      –  Understanding a short news report  
       Language skills      –  Vocabulary – creating opposites with prefixes
       Writing skills                 –  Designing posters to deal with  global issues  

   
Materials:   Worksheet 1      –  Comprehension questions  
       Worksheet 2      – Vocabulary matching task  

Worksheet 3  –  Grammar/language focus – prefixes 
 
                                                                                             

     News story       –  Available online at: 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/newsenglish/witn/2007/09/070912_biofuels.shtml 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Preparation: Before the lesson, make enough copies of worksheet 2 so that there is one 

worksheet for every 4 – 5 students. Cut up the vocabulary and explanations 
 to make a matching exercise. Students also need one copy each of 
worksheet 1. 

 If possible, bring in a health or government campaign leaflet or poster to use 
in the fluency writing activity. 
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LESSON STAGES 
 
A  Stimulate student interest in text 
Ask students to call out what they think are the top global issues we are facing now. For 
example: 
 
global warming 
lack of food 
lack of water 
lack of coal 
lack of oil 
population explosion 
 
Ask students for one solution to each of the issues on the board.  
 
You can use this list of issues and solutions later in the lesson. 
 
B  Pre-teach essential vocabulary 
Elicit/present key vocabulary that students need either to understand the key points in the 
text or to understand and/or answer any questions that you'll set them later in the lesson. 
The vocabulary is from Words in the News (so you can elicit the vocabulary by using the 
explanations provided online or below).   
 
You could either pre-teach the vocabulary at this stage of the lesson or you could use the 
vocabulary building activity from further down in this lesson plan. Have students working 
together in small groups and ask them to try to match the vocabulary with the definitions.  
Encourage them to work with the other groups to pool their knowledge.  
 
When they have done as much as they can, if they have dictionaries, ask them to look up 
the words to check their answers and to find out the definitions of any words they are not 
sure of. If they don't have dictionaries, check their answers and give them help with any 
words they aren't sure of. 
 
Whichever method you use to elicit/present the vocabulary, you should then model it (say 
it clearly, highlighting the word stress) and get them to repeat the words after you. 
 
emulating 
being like or copying what someone or something (here, Brazil) has done well 
 
bio ethanol 
a chemical which is a type of alcohol mainly produced by the sugar fermentation process, 
although it can also be manufactured by the chemical process of reacting ethylene with 
steam 
 
fermenting  
making something change chemically by the action of living substances, such as yeast or 
bacteria 
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low frequency magnetic waves 
the disturbances which carry the energy produced using the power of magnets ('low 
frequency' refers to the fact that there is a relatively small number of these disturbances 
within a particular period) 
 
electromagnetic 
refers to a device made of iron, with wire around it, that becomes magnetic when a 
changing current is passed through it 
 
a vat 
a large container used for mixing or storing liquids  
 
yeast 
type of fungus which is used, for example, to make bread swell and become light 
 
speeded up the time required 
less time was needed because the process happened faster  
 
unsure 
not certain 
 
implemented 
put into operation, made to happen 
 
 
C  Written record of vocabulary 
Write the words on the board, eliciting spelling as you write. Elicit and show the word 
stress of each item and word class, if appropriate. 
 
Give students some time to copy the boardwork into their notebooks. 
 
Boardwork: 
 
emulating 
 
bio ethanol 
 
fermenting  
 
low frequency magnetic waves 
 
electromagnetic 
 
a vat 
 
yeast 
 
speeded up the time required 
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unsure 
 
implemented 
 
 
D  Set a skimming question  
Using the ten vocabulary items that you've just taught the students, ask the students to 
predict what they think the text will be about. Put 2 or 3 of the suggestions on the board. 
For example: 
 
A new way to make alcohol 
Scientists discover new way to make bread 
Ancient wine is a new kind of fuel 
 
 
Tell the students to read the text quickly to find out if any of their suggestions are correct 
(or partly correct). 
 
Students read text the first time.  
 
Give them a time limit (1 - 2 minutes) to read the text quickly to find the answer to the 
question. They do not need to understand the details of the text to answer it. 
 
 
E  Check answers 
Answers will vary, depending on the examples the students suggest in the previous part of 
the lesson (the gist of the text is that scientists have discovered a better way of making 
biofuels using sugar cane, yeast and powerful magnets). 
 
 
F  Set specific information questions 
Hand out worksheet 1 or use the online quiz. Students complete the worksheet to help 
them understand the text in more detail. Give them a time limit (5 - 6 minutes) to read the 
text a second time in more detail and to answer the questions.   
 
 
G  Check answers 
Elicit True or False answers. Direct attention to a particular paragraph if an answer is 
wrong to try to elicit the correct answer (see worksheet 1 and answer key). 
 
 
H  Vocabulary consolidation/building  
Students do the vocabulary matching exercise (worksheet 2 that you cut up before the 
lesson). In small groups they match the correct word with the right definition. 
 
 
I  Check answers  
Elicit answers. If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer. 
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J  Vocabulary focus: Vocabulary – prefixes 
Use worksheet 3 to focus on prefixes. 
 
Tell students to put the words into the correct columns to make their opposites (efficient – 
inefficient, sure – unsure). 
 
 
K  Check answers  
If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer (see worksheet 
3 and answer key). 
 
 
L  Follow-up activity: Writing 
If possible, show students some posters of political issues or government health campaigns 
(perhaps an anti-smoking campaign, for example) from newspapers or the internet. 
 
Look at the posters and elicit what kind of language is used (for example, short 
sentences to keep the message simple, instructions to explain to people what to do, lists 
outlining the benefits, etc).  
 
Tell students that they are going to design a poster for a campaign to deal with one of the 
global issues they thought about at the beginning of the lesson.  
 
Students work together in small groups to design and draw their poster and then write the 
text for it. 
 
Give them 2 or 3 minutes to think about their issue and poster (What issue is it? Who is 
this poster aimed at? What simple things can everyone do to help with this global 
problem?) and about 8 – 10 minutes to write their piece. 
 
Circulate, while they are working, giving help with grammar and spelling, if necessary. 
 
 
M  Feedback 
If possible, display the finished posters around the room. 
 
Ask the students to look at each one and vote on which one they think is the most 
interesting poster or the one that offers the best advice, for example. 
 
Give praise for correct language, and give feedback on incorrect language. You could 
write some example  phrases or sentences on the board and elicit from students which ones 
are correct and which ones are wrong and why. 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
 

 
 

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

Are the following sentences true or false? 

 
 

1.  A lot of countries want to be like Brazil which uses less oil.  T/F 

2.  Making this new fuel is cheap, efficient and cheap.  T/F 

3.  The team from Campinas has discovered a better way of making bio 
ethanol. 

T/F 

4.  This new way of making the fuel is much cheaper but takes more time. T/F 

5.  The scientists are certain about the way the magnets work in this 
process.  

T/F 

6.  The scientists say repeating the experiment in a much bigger way won't 
be difficult 

T/F 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 2 
 

 
VOCABULARY 
Match these words and phrases to their definitions. 
 
 

1.  emulating A. 

the disturbances which carry the energy produced 
using the power of magnets (with a relatively small 
number of these disturbances within a particular 
period) 

2.  bio ethanol 
 B making something change chemically by the action 

of living substances, such as yeast or bacteria 

3.  fermenting C. less time was needed because the process happened 
faster 

4.  low frequency 
magnetic waves D. being like or copying what someone or something 

has done well 

5.  electromagnetic E. put into operation, made to happen 

6.  a vat F. not certain 

7.  yeast G. 

a chemical which is a type of alcohol mainly 
produced by the sugar fermentation process, 
although it can also be manufactured by the 
chemical process of reacting ethylene with steam 

8.  speeded up the time 
required H. a large container used for mixing or storing liquids 

9.  unsure I. 
refers to a device made of iron, with wire around it, 
that becomes magnetic when a changing current is 
passed through it 

10. implemented J. type of fungus which is used, for example, to make 
bread swell and become light 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 3  

 
 
Prefixes 
We can create opposites in English by using prefixes. Some examples from the text 
include: 
 
efficient – inefficient  sure – unsure     
 
 
Put the following words (some from the text) into the correct column in the table below: 
 
 
sure    efficient    respect   honest   
 
loved   polite    movable   expensive 
 
trust    sensitive   sufficient  allow 
 
fortunate  practical   convenient  grateful 
 
 
 
un- dis- in- im- 
 
e.g.  
unknown 

 
e.g. 
disclaimed 

 
1.  
 

 
1.  
 

 
1.  
 

 
1. 
 

 
2.  
 

 
2.  
 

 
2. 
 

 
2. 
 

 
3.  
 

 
3.  
 

 
3.  
 

 
3. 
 

 
4.  
 

 
 
 

 
4. 
 

 
4. 

 
5. 
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ANSWER KEY 
 

 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
 
1. True – Paragraph 1 says  'Many countries around the world are trying to reduce their 

dependence on oil by emulating Brazil'. 
 
2. False – Paragraph 1 says 'the process … is time-consuming, inefficient and expensive'. 
 
3. True – Paragraph 2 says 'a team of researchers at Brazil's State University of Campinas 

say they have found a way of improving the production process'. 
 
4. False – Paragraph 2 says 'They found that the production of ethanol … speeded up the 

time required … by two hours'. 
 
5. False – Paragraph 3 says 'The scientists involved are unsure as to how exactly the 

process works'. 
 
6. True – Paragraph 3 says 'They believe their discovery can be easily implemented at an 

industrial scale'. 
 
 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 2  
 
1.  D    2. G    3. B    4. A    5. I  
6.  H       7.  J    8.C    9. F     10. E 
  
 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 3 
 

                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 un- dis- in- im 
1 unsure disrespect inefficient impolite 
2 unloved dishonest inexpensive immovable 
3 unfortunate distrust  insensitive impractical 
4 grateful disallow insufficient  
5   inconvenient  
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