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Level: Intermediate and above 
 
Topic:        Women’s Studies is to disappear from British universities as an     
       undergraduate course this summer 
 
Language:   Vocabulary of a news report 
          
Aims:     Reading skills      –  Understanding a short news report  
       Language skills      –  Vocabulary – prefixes and suffixes 
            Speaking skills                 –  Role-playing an interview  

   
Materials:   Worksheet 1      –  Comprehension questions  
       Worksheet 2      – Vocabulary matching task  

Worksheet 3  –  Grammar/language focus – vocabulary 
 
                                                                                             

     News story       –  Available online at: 
 

http://www.bbclearningenglish.com/newsenglish/witn/2008/03/080326_womens_studies.shtml 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Preparation: Before the lesson, make enough copies of worksheets 2 and 3 so that there 

is 1 worksheet for every 4 – 5 students. Cut up the vocabulary and 
explanations  to make a matching exercise. Students also need one copy 
each of worksheet 1. 
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LESSON STAGES 
A  Stimulate student interest in text 
Ask students to match the famous people with the causes they fought for or represented: 
 
Person Cause 
Rosa Parks Equality between men and women 
Simone de Beauvoir Equality for black and white people in South Africa 
Nelson Mandela   Equality for black and white people in the USA 
 
Answers: 
Person Cause 
Rosa Parks Equality for black and white people in the USA 
Simone de Beauvoir Equality between men and women 
Nelson Mandela   Equality for black and white people in South Africa 
 
Ask students if they think equality has been achieved in each of these situations. Why/why 
not?  
 
 
B  Pre-teach essential vocabulary 
Elicit/present key vocabulary that students need either to understand the key points in the 
text or to understand and/or answer any questions that you’ll set them later in the lesson. 
The vocabulary is from Words in the News (so you can elicit the vocabulary by using the 
explanations provided online or below).   
 
You could either pre-teach the vocabulary at this stage of the lesson or you could use the 
vocabulary building activity from further down in this lesson plan. Have students working 
together in small groups and ask them to try to match the vocabulary with the definitions.  
Encourage them to work with the other groups to pool their knowledge.  
 
When they have done as much as they can, if they have dictionaries, ask them to look up 
the words to check their answers and to find out the definitions of any words they are not 
sure of. If they don’t have dictionaries, check their answers and give them help with any 
words they aren’t sure of. 
 
Whichever method you use to elicit/present the vocabulary, you should then model it (say 
it clearly, highlighting the word stress) and get them to repeat the words after you. 
 
demise  
ending or finishing  
 
funding  
money that is available (usually from outside sources, for example, the government)   
 
been merged into other disciplines 
been put together to be studied with other academic subjects  
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a product of its time  
something that was appropriate or needed in a particular time or era (here, in the 1960s 
women and men were not treated equally so Women’s Studies was seen as a useful and 
relevant subject to study at university) 
 
feminist arguments  
reasons in favour of treating men and women equally 
 
the butt of many a joke  
not taken seriously, made fun of 
 
steer clear  
stay away from, do not go near 
 
secure employment 
get a job 
 
all is not lost  
the situation is not completely negative 
 
is thriving 
is doing well, is successful or is popular 
 
 
C  Written record of vocabulary 
Write the words on the board, eliciting spelling as you write. Elicit and show the word 
stress of each item and word class, if appropriate. 
 
Give students some time to copy the boardwork into their notebooks. 
 
Boardwork: 
 
demise  
 
funding  
 
been merged  
 
a product of its time  
 
feminist arguments  
 
the butt of many a joke  
 
steer clear  
 
secure employment 
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all is not lost  
 
is thriving  
 
 
D  Set a skimming question  
Tell the students they are going to read a text about Women’s Studies in universities. Put 
this question on the board: 
 
Who is interested in studying Women’s Studies now? 
A. Undergraduate students in Iran 
B. Hundreds of students in the Metropolitan University  
C. Undergraduate students in India 
D. Postgraduate students in Britain 
 
Students read text the first time.  
 
Give them a time limit (1 - 2 minutes) to read the text quickly to find the answer to the 
question. They do not need to understand the details of the text to answer it. 
 
 
E  Check answers 
A, C and D. Paragraph 1 says ‘London’s Metropolitan University stopped taking new 
students for its undergraduate degree in Women’s Studies in 2005’ and paragraph 4 says  
‘Postgraduate studies will continue in this country’ (i.e. Britain) ‘and Women’s Studies is 
thriving in many countries such as India and Iran’.  
 
 
F  Set specific information questions 
Hand out worksheet 1 or use the online quiz. Students complete the worksheet to help 
them understand the text in more detail. Give them a time limit (5 - 6 minutes) to read the 
text a second time in more detail and to answer the questions.   
 
 
G  Check answers 
Elicit True or False answers. Direct attention to a particular paragraph if an answer is 
wrong to try to elicit the correct answer (see worksheet 1 and answer key). 
 
 
H  Vocabulary consolidation/building  
Students do the vocabulary matching exercise (worksheet 2 that you cut up before the 
lesson). In small groups they match the correct word with the right definition. 
 
 
I  Check answers  
Elicit answers. If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer. 
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J  Vocabulary focus: Vocabulary – prefixes and suffixes 
Elicit from students the meaning of ‘graduate’ (someone who has earned a degree at 
university or college). Ask students to find two examples of the word ‘graduate’ in the text 
when it is used with a prefix (a. undergraduate and b. postgraduate). Elicit what both these 
words mean (a. someone who is studying but has not yet graduated and b. someone who is 
continuing to study after gaining a degree).  Elicit other words that use the prefixes ‘post’ 
and ‘under’ (post-modern, post-natal, underpaid, undercooked). 
 
Then use worksheet 3 to focus on prefixes and suffixes. 
 
 
K  Check answers  
If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer (see worksheet 
3 and answer key). 
 
 
L  Follow-up activity: Speaking 
Ask students to think back to the beginning of the lesson and the famous people who 
fought for equality. Elicit some more famous people and their causes, particularly ones 
relevant to your students’ countries, interests and/or politics and list them on the board, 
along with the ones from the earlier part of the lesson: 
 
Person Cause 
Rosa Parks Equality for black and white people in the USA 
Simone de Beauvoir Equality between men and women 
Nelson Mandela   Equality for black and white people in South Africa 
 
Tell them they are going to role-play an interview between a journalist and one of the 
famous trailblazers.  
 
Put the students into small groups of journalists and ‘justice fighters’ to brainstorm their 
ideas and then re-group the students so that there is one journalist and one ‘equality 
champion’ in each pair.   
 
Give them 3 or 4 minutes to think about their questions and answers and about 8 - 10 
minutes to conduct their interviews. The interviewers should make short notes during their 
interviews so that they can report back at the end of the activity.  
 
While they are speaking, move around the room listening to them unobtrusively. Make 
notes of any errors you hear. 
 
M Feedback 
Tell the journalists to look at their notes and ask one of two of them to report back to the 
rest of the class about their interview. Give praise for correct language, and give feedback 
on incorrect language. You could write some example  phrases or sentences on the board 
and elicit from students which ones are correct and which ones are wrong and why. 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
 

 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

Are the following sentences true or false? 

1.  
 
The final student graduated in Women’s Studies from Metropolitan 
University in 2005. 
 

T/F 

2.  Less money has been given to Women’s Studies and fewer students are 
interested in studying the subject in recent years. 

T/F 

3.  Some people say that Women’s Studies is as useful and relevant today 
as it was in the 1960s. 

T/F 

4.  Nowadays students want to study subjects like accounting or 
engineering that will directly help them in finding a job. 

T/F 

5.  The writer thinks that the situation for Women’s Studies is now 
completely hopeless. 

T/F 

6.  Women’s Studies is now popular in Iran and India. T/F 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 2 
 

 
VOCABULARY 
Match these words and phrases to their definitions. 
 
 

1.  demise A. not taken seriously, made fun of 

2.  funding B the situation is not completely negative 

3.  been merged into 
other disciplines C. ending or finishing 

4.  a product of its time D. reasons in favour of treating men and women 
equally 

5.  feminist arguments E. get a job 
 

6.  the butt of many a 
joke F. money that is available (usually from outside 

sources, for example, the government)   

7.  steer clear G. stay away from, do not go near 

8.  secure employment H. 

something that was appropriate or needed in a 
particular time or era (here, in the 1960s women and 
men were not treated equally so Women’s Studies 
was seen as a useful and relevant subject to study at 
university) 

9.  all is not lost I. is doing well, is successful or is popular 

10. is thriving J. been put together to be studied with other academic 
subjects 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 3  

 
 
PREFIXES 
Match the prefixes and suffixes with their meanings below: 
 
more         after          not (x3)         again   
having a lot of a quality or causing it       changes an adjective to a noun 
 
Prefix Suffix Meaning 
post   
un   
 ness  
im   
re   
il   
 er  
 ful  
 
Now, fill in the blanks using one of the words in the box below along with the appropriate 
prefix or suffix. 
 

read       young     imaginative      legal      pain      operative      polite      sad     tall 
 
1. The news of the King’s death brought much ___________________  to the people   
 here. 
 
2. She knows its ___________________  to drive without a seatbelt but she does it 
 anyway. 
 
3.  He was so ___________________. He didn’t even say ‘thank you’. 
 
4. I love those books. I’ve ___________________ all of them and they’re even better 
 second time round. 
 
5. The essay was completely ___________________ . I’m sure she copied it straight off
 the internet. 
 
6. They say childbirth is one of the most ___________________  experiences in a 
 woman’s life. 
 
7.  The patient needs one week of bed rest when she’s ___________________. 
 
8.  Even though she’s ___________________  than Jack, she’s much 
 __________________. 
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ANSWER KEY 
 

 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
 
1. False – Paragraph 1 says, ‘the last twelve students will graduate with a BA in the 

subject this July’ (i.e. July 2008). 
 
2. True – Paragraph 2 says, ‘Women’s Studies departments across Britain … have lost 

both funding and students’. 
 
3. False – Paragraph 3 says, ‘Critics say the subject was a product of its time and that the 

feminist arguments of the 1970s no longer apply.’ 
 
4. True – Paragraph 3 says, ‘in today’s competitive job market students steer clear, 

preferring degrees that will secure employment’. 
 
5. False – Paragraph 4 says, ‘But all is not lost for the subject’. 
 
6. True – Paragraph 4 says, ‘Women’s Studies is thriving in many countries such as India 

and Iran’. 
 
 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 2  
 
1. C    2. F   3. J    4. H    5. D  
6. A       7. G   8. E    9. B     10. I 
  
 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 3 
  
Prefix Suffix Meaning 
post  after 
un  not 
 ness changes an adjective to a noun 
im  not 
re  again 
il  not 
 er more 
 ful having a lot of a quality or causing it 
 
1. sadness 
 
2. illegal 
 
3. impolite 
 
4. re-read 

5. unimaginative 
 
6.  painful 
 
7.  post operative 
 
8.  younger / taller 
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Women’s Studies is to disappear from British universities as an undergraduate course this 
summer. It’s part of a gradual decline in the academic discipline which became popular following 
the 1960s feminist movement. This report from BBC Social Affairs reporter Adrian Brown: 
 
London’s Metropolitan University stopped taking new students for its undergraduate degree in 
Women’s Studies in 2005 and the last 12 students will graduate with a BA in the subject this July.  
 
Its demise follows that of other Women’s Studies departments across Britain that have lost both 
funding and students or been merged into other disciplines.  
 
Critics say the subject was a product of its time and that the feminist arguments of the 1970s no 
longer apply. It became the butt of many a joke in the mainstream media and in today’s 
competitive job market students steer clear, preferring degrees that will secure employment. 
 
But all is not lost for the subject. Postgraduate studies will continue in this country and Women’s 
Studies is thriving in many countries such as India and Iran.  
 
demise  
ending or finishing  
 
funding  
money that is available (usually from outside sources, for example, the government)   
 
been merged into other disciplines 
been put together to be studied with other academic subjects  
 
a product of its time  
something that was appropriate or needed in a particular time or era (here, in the 1960s women and 
men were not treated equally so Women’s Studies was seen as a useful and relevant subject to 
study at university) 
 
feminist arguments  
reasons in favour of treating men and women equally 
 
the butt of many a joke  
not taken seriously, made fun of 
 
steer clear  
stay away from, do not go near 
 
secure employment 
get a job 
 
all is not lost  
the situation is not completely negative 
 
is thriving 
is doing well, is successful or is popular 
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