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Level: Intermediate and above 
 
Topic:        Wardens at an Australian park wage war on bats, accusing them of    
       destroying trees. 
 
Language:   Vocabulary of a news report 
          
Aims:     Reading skills      –  Understanding a short news report  
       Language skills      –  Vocabulary – animal idioms 
            Speaking skills                 –  Talking about favourite sounds 

   
Materials:   Worksheet 1      –  Comprehension questions  
       Worksheet 2      – Vocabulary matching task  

Worksheet 3  –  Grammar/language focus – as … as  
 
                                                                                             

     News story       –  Available online at: 
 

http://www.bbclearningenglish.com/newsenglish/witn/2008/03/080305_flying_foxes.shtml 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Preparation: Before the lesson, make enough copies of worksheets 2 and 3 so that there 

is 1 worksheet for every 4 – 5 students. Cut up the vocabulary and 
explanations  to make a matching exercise. Students also need one copy 
each of worksheet 1. 
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LESSON STAGES 
A  Stimulate student interest in text 
Ask students to look at this list on the board and to choose their favourite sound from it. 
 
Sound 
the ocean 
classical music 
rain on a window pane 
a baby laughing 
 
Ask a few of the students what their favourite sound is and why.  
 
B  Pre-teach essential vocabulary 
Elicit/present key vocabulary that students need either to understand the key points in the 
text or to understand and/or answer any questions that you'll set them later in the lesson. 
The vocabulary is from Words in the News (so you can elicit the vocabulary by using the 
explanations provided online or below).   
 
You could either pre-teach the vocabulary at this stage of the lesson or you could use the 
vocabulary building activity from further down in this lesson plan. Have students working 
together in small groups and ask them to try to match the vocabulary with the definitions.  
Encourage them to work with the other groups to pool their knowledge.  
 
When they have done as much as they can, if they have dictionaries, ask them to look up 
the words to check their answers and to find out the definitions of any words they are not 
sure of. If they don't have dictionaries, check their answers and give them help with any 
words they aren't sure of. 
 
Whichever method you use to elicit/present the vocabulary, you should then model it (say 
it clearly, highlighting the word stress) and get them to repeat the words after you. 
 
unwanted guests 
usually means people coming to your house who you haven't invited. Here, means the 
Gardens didn't want the animals to stay there 
 
roosting  
(of birds) resting, sleeping or making their homes 
 
Branches have been snapping 
Parts of a tree (which grow out of the main body of it) have been breaking 
 
furry invaders 
hairy creatures which weren't wanted or welcome 
 
droppings have been poisoning plants 
flowers and vegetation have been polluted and killed by the bats' faeces or solid waste 
matter 
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dustbin 
large container for rubbish or garbage usually made of plastic and kept outside houses or 
buildings  
 
the jarring sounds 
the noises which are annoying and not nice to hear  
 
speakers  
amplifiers, devices which transmit sounds at an increased volume or louder than they are 
naturally 
 
cruises  
moves or flies at a steady, continuous pace or speed 
 
a powerful sense of smell 
a very strong ability to use its nose to find and detect things 
 
 
C  Written record of vocabulary 
Write the words on the board, eliciting spelling as you write. Elicit and show the word 
stress of each item and word class, if appropriate. 
 
Give students some time to copy the boardwork into their notebooks. 
 
Boardwork: 
 
unwanted guests 
 
roosting  
 
Branches have been snapping 
 
furry invaders 
 
droppings have been poisoning plants 
 
dustbin 
 
the jarring sounds of  
 
speakers  
 
cruises  
 
a powerful sense of smell 
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D  Set a skimming question  
Tell the students they are going to read a text about bats in Australia. Put this question on 
the board: 
 
Finding a solution to the bat problem means that: 
1. the bats will be killed 
2. the bats will become a problem somewhere else 
3. the bats will change the way they behave in the Gardens 
 
Students read text the first time.  
 
Give them a time limit (1 - 2 minutes) to read the text quickly to find the answer to the 
question. They do not need to understand the details of the text to answer it. 
 
 
E  Check answers 
2. the bats will become a problem somewhere else. Paragraph 4 says 'If and when the bats 
do move to other parts of the city they will of course then become someone else's 
problem'. 
 
 
F  Set specific information questions 
Hand out worksheet 1 or use the online quiz. Students complete the worksheet to help 
them understand the text in more detail. Give them a time limit (5 - 6 minutes) to read the 
text a second time in more detail and to answer the questions.   
 
 
G  Check answers 
Elicit True or False answers. Direct attention to a particular paragraph if an answer is 
wrong to try to elicit the correct answer (see worksheet 1 and answer key). 
 
 
H  Vocabulary consolidation/building  
Students do the vocabulary matching exercise (worksheet 2 that you cut up before the 
lesson). In small groups they match the correct word with the right definition. 
 
 
I  Check answers  
Elicit answers. If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer. 
 
 
J  Vocabulary focus: Vocabulary – Animal idioms – as … as 
Ask students if bats use only their eyes to see where they're going (No). Elicit from/tell 
students what people used to think about bats before scientists discovered they used their 
ears to navigate (They couldn't see or were blind). Ask students if they know an expression 
in English about bats and their eyesight (as blind as a bat).  
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There are lots of idioms which use the structure 'as ... as ...'. For example, 'I can't see a 
thing without my glasses. I'm as blind as a bat'. These idioms function as similes and they 
are often used to emphasise meaning. 
 
Use worksheet 3 to focus on animal idioms. Tell students to first match the two halves of 
each idiom and then to use the idioms to fill in the gaps.  
 
 
K  Check answers  
If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer (see worksheet 
3 and answer key). 
 
 
L  Follow-up activity: Speaking 
Ask students how they would feel if they were the Australian bats and someone played a 
noise they hated over and over again.  
 
Tell them they are going to conduct a class survey about noise and sound. First brainstorm 
a few questions and put them on the board: 
 
For example: 
What's your favourite sound? 
What's your least favourite noise? 
What is the first word your ever said? 
What kind of music do you like? 
Do you prefer reading in silence or with something going on in the background? 
 
Tell students they should add 5 more questions of their own. 
 
Then, in pairs get them to interview each other and make notes of the key points their 
partner says. 
 
Give them 2 or 3 minutes to think about their questions and 8 - 10 minutes to interview 
their partners and write their notes.  
 
Circulate, while they are working, giving help with grammar and spelling, if necessary.   
 
 
M  Feedback 
Ask the students to look at their notes and then ask a few of them to tell the rest of the 
class the most interesting thing they found out about their partner. Give praise for correct 
language, and give feedback on incorrect language. You could write some example  
phrases or sentences on the board and elicit from students which ones are correct and 
which ones are wrong and why. 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
 

 
 

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

Are the following sentences true or false? 

1.  The Botanic Gardens wanted to have the bats as pets. T/F 

2.  The bats have damaged trees and flowers in the Botanic Gardens. T/F 

3.  The solution to the problem was an expensive, complicated  piece of 
equipment. 

T/F 

4.  Dr Entwistle hopes that the bats will hate the noise of the bins opening 
and closing.  

T/F 

5.  Dr Entwistle says opening and closing the bins twice a day in one place 
in the Gardens will be enough to make the bats leave. 

T/F 

6.  The flying fox uses its eyes and ears to help it find where it's going and 
to find food. 

T/F 

 

http://www.bbclearningenglish.com/


BBC Learning English – Words in the News 
Sydney's war on flying foxes – 5 March 2008 
 

 
 © BBC Learning English 2008
 Page 8 of 13

http://www.bbclearningenglish.com/  
 

STUDENT WORKSHEET 2 
 

 
VOCABULARY 
Match these words and phrases to their definitions. 
 
 

1.  unwanted guests A. the noises which are annoying and not nice to hear 

2.  roosting B Parts of a tree (which grow out of the main body of 
it) have been breaking 

3.  Branches have been 
snapping C. a very strong ability to use its nose to find and 

detect things 

4.  furry invaders D. 
usually means people coming to your house who 
you haven't invited. Here, means the Gardens didn't 
want the animals to stay there 

5.  droppings have been 
poisoning plants E. moves or flies at a steady, continuous pace or speed 

6.  dustbin F. hairy creatures which weren't wanted or welcome 

7.  the jarring sounds G. large container for rubbish or garbage usually made 
of plastic and kept outside houses or buildings 

8.  speakers  
 H. flowers and vegetation have been polluted and 

killed by the bats' faeces or solid waste matter 

9.  cruises I. amplifiers, devices which transmit sounds at an 
increased volume or louder than they are naturally 

10. a powerful sense of 
smell J. (of birds) resting, sleeping or making their homes 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 3A  

 
 

VOCABULARY FOCUS – Animal idioms – as … as 

Match the two halves of the animal idioms. The first one has been done for you: 
 
 
1. 

 
As blind as  

 
A. 

 
a lamb 
 

 
2. 

 
As stubborn as  

 
B. 

 
an owl 
 

 
3. 

 
As sly as  

 
C. 

 
a bat 
  

 
4. 

 
As timid as a  
 

 
D. 

 
a coot 

 
5. 

 
As gentle as  
 

 
E. 

 
a mouse 

 
6. 

 
As busy as  
 

 
F. 

 
a mule 

 
7. 

 
As wise as  
 

 
G. 

 
a swan 
 

 
8 

 
As graceful as 

 
H. 

 
a fox 
 

 
9 

 
As bald as 

 
I. 

 
a peacock 
 

 
10 

 
As proud as 

 
J. 

 
a bee 
 

 
 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
C        
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 3B 

 
Fill in the gaps with the correct idiom. The first one has been done for you. 
 
1. I can't see a thing without my glasses. I'm as blind as a bat without them. 
 
2.   He's ____________________________________ of his new car. He can't stop  
 
 talking about it and showing everyone pictures of it! 
  
3. She's a fantastic ballet dancer. She's _______________________________________. 
 
4. My granddad used to have lovely dark wavy hair but now he's __________________ 
  
 ____________________. 
 
5.   My grandma knows all sorts of ways to use herbs and spices instead of medicine.   
  
 She's  ______________________________________________________________ . 
 
6. Don't tell him your secrets. He's___________________________________________. 
 
7. I couldn't get her to change her mind about the party. She's  _____________________ 
  
 ____________________________________ sometimes. 
 
8. He'll never stand up to his boss. He's _______________________________________. 
 
9.     She never stops! She's always rushing around doing a million things. She's ________ 
 
 _____________________________________________________________________. 
 
10.  He looks really rough and tough but actually he's -_____________________________ 
 
 _____________________________________________________________________. 
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ANSWER KEY 
 

 
 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
 
1. False – Paragraph 1 says, 'These unwanted guests at Sydney's Royal Botanic Gardens'.  
 
2. True – Paragraph 1 says, 'Branches have been snapping under the weight of these furry 

invaders and droppings have been poisoning plants'.  
 
3. False – Paragraph 2 says, 'Help may well be at hand, however, in the shape of the 

humble dustbin'. 
 
4. True – Paragraph 2 says, 'Dr. Tim Entwistle hopes the jarring sounds of crashing bin 

lids will agitate the flying foxes'. 
 
5. False – Paragraph 3 says, 'you can also use speakers, as long as you move the noise 

around, and what we'll do is have a series of noises, start and end of the day, …(to) get 
the flying foxes to leave the gardens'. 

 
6. True – Paragraph 4 says, 'It cruises around at night using its eyes and a powerful sense 

of smell'. 
 
 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 2  
 
1. D    2. J   3. B    4. F    5. H  
6. G       7. A   8. I    9. E     10. C 
  
 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 3 
  
1. C    2. F   3. H    4. E    5. A 
6. J       7. B   8. G    9. D     10. I 
 
1. as blind as a bat 
2. as proud as a peacock 
3. as graceful as a swan 
4. as bald as a coot 
5. as wise as an owl 
6. as sly as a fox 
7. as stubborn as a mule 
8. as timid as a mouse 
9. as busy as a bee 
10. as gentle as a lamb 
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Sydney's Royal Botanic Gardens is to wage war on grey-headed flying foxes. These super 
bats have invaded one of Australia's most famous public spaces. Officials have said the 
animals are destroying trees and have to move on. This report from Phil Mercer reports: 
 
These unwanted guests at Sydney's Royal Botanic Gardens look like tiny foxes with 
wings. Officials had estimated there are about 11,000 of them roosting in the picturesque 
harbour-side park. After inspecting damage to dozens of trees they now believe there are 
twice as many as previously thought. Branches have been snapping under the weight of 
these furry invaders and droppings have been poisoning plants. 
 
Help may well be at hand, however, in the shape of the humble dustbin.  
The botanic gardens' executive director Dr. Tim Entwistle hopes the jarring sounds of 
crashing bin lids will agitate the flying foxes and force them to move on: 
 
'The way to disturb them is to use noises, so we've used banging of rubbish bins in the 
past. But you can also use speakers as long as you move the noise around, and what we'll 
do is have a series of noises, start and end of the day, do that over a couple of weeks and 
what we've found in the past, we actually get the flying foxes to leave the gardens and go 
somewhere else.' 
 
The grey-headed flying-fox is Australia's largest bat. It cruises around at night using its 
eyes and a powerful sense of smell to search for fruit and flowers. Officials at the Royal 
Botanic Gardens in Sydney have said they're optimistic the unwelcome colony can be 
uprooted. If and when the bats do move to other parts of the city they will of course then 
become someone else's problem. 
 
unwanted guests 
usually means people coming to your house who you haven't invited. Here, means the 
Gardens didn't want the animals to stay there 
 
roosting  
(of birds) resting, sleeping or making their homes 
 
Branches have been snapping 
Parts of a tree (which grow out of the main body of it) have been breaking 
 
furry invaders 
hairy creatures which were weren't wanted or welcome 
 
droppings have been poisoning plants 
flowers and vegetation have been polluted and killed by the bats' faeces or solid waste 
matter 
 
dustbin 
large container for rubbish or garbage usually made of plastic and kept outside houses or 
buildings  
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the jarring sounds 
the noises which are annoying and not nice to hear  
 
speakers  
amplifiers, devices which transmit sounds at an increased volume or louder than they are 
naturally 
 
cruises  
moves or flies at a steady, continuous pace or speed 
 
a powerful sense of smell 
a very strong ability to use its nose to find and detect things 
 

http://www.bbclearningenglish.com/

