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Level: Intermediate and above 
 
Topic:        A famous ice festival in China is being affected by rising global 
       temperatures  
 
Language:   Vocabulary of a news report 
          
Aims:     Reading skills      –  Understanding a short news report  
       Language skills      –  Grammar  – comparisons 
            Speaking skills                 –  Favourite holiday destinations 

   
Materials:   Worksheet 1      –  Comprehension questions  
       Worksheet 2      – Vocabulary matching task  

Worksheet 3  –  Grammar/language focus – comparisons 
 
                                                                                             

     News story       –  Available online at: 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/newsenglish/witn/2008/01/080109_china_ice.shtml 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Preparation: Before the lesson, make enough copies of worksheets 2 and 3 so that there 

is 1 worksheet for every 4 – 5 students. Cut up the vocabulary and 
explanations  to make a matching exercise. Students also need one copy 
each of worksheet 1. 

 If possible, during the lesson show students photos from the Harbin ice 
festival from this link: 

 http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/in_pictures/6237381.stm 
 or print out the photos to show students if you don't have internet access in 

your classroom.  

http://www.bbclearningenglish.com/
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LESSON STAGES 
 
A  Stimulate student interest in text 
 
Show students pictures from the Harbin ice festival 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/in_pictures/6237381.stm  
 
Conduct a class survey to find out if going to Harbin for a holiday is more or less popular 
than other types of holidays.  
 
Example: 
Type of holiday Number of votes 
Ice festival 11111 
City - shopping 1111111 
City - cultural 11111111 
Beach 111 
Winter sports  1111 
 
 
B  Pre-teach essential vocabulary 
Elicit/present key vocabulary that students need either to understand the key points in the 
text or to understand and/or answer any questions that you'll set them later in the lesson. 
The vocabulary is from Words in the News (so you can elicit the vocabulary by using the 
explanations provided online or below).   
 
You could either pre-teach the vocabulary at this stage of the lesson or you could use the 
vocabulary building activity from further down in this lesson plan. Have students working 
together in small groups and ask them to try to match the vocabulary with the definitions.  
Encourage them to work with the other groups to pool their knowledge.  
 
When they have done as much as they can, if they have dictionaries, ask them to look up 
the words to check their answers and to find out the definitions of any words they are not 
sure of. If they don't have dictionaries, check their answers and give them help with any 
words they aren't sure of. 
 
Whichever method you use to elicit/present the vocabulary, you should then model it (say 
it clearly, highlighting the word stress) and get them to repeat the words after you. 
 
temperatures can drop as low as  
the weather can be very cold  
 
harsh  
severe or very cold 
 
has turned itself into 
the people and businesses of the city have made it become  
 

http://www.bbclearningenglish.com/
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tourist destination. 
a place where travellers and holiday makers want to go to visit 
 
ice sculptures 
statues that are not permanent because they are made of ice (rather than stone) 
 
intricate sculptures 
statues that have a lot of small, complicated details, carvings or markings 
 
since records began 
from the time that people first started to keep information (about weather temperatures) for 
future reference, by writing it down or storing it on a computer 
 
melting  
changing from ice to water (when heat is applied to the ice) 
 
environmentalists 
people who try to protect the world from being damaged by human activities 
 
income 
money from doing work or having a business (here, money from tourists during the ice 
festival)  
 
 
C  Written record of vocabulary 
Write the words on the board, eliciting spelling as you write. Elicit and show the word 
stress of each item and word class, if appropriate. 
 
Give students some time to copy the boardwork into their notebooks. 
 
Boardwork: 
 
temperatures can drop as low as  
 
harsh  
 
has turned itself into 
 
tourist destination 
 
ice sculptures. 
 
intricate sculptures 
 
since records began 
 
melting  
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environmentalists 
 
income 
 
 
D  Set a skimming question  
Tell the students they are going to read a text about the ice festival in Harbin. Put this 
question on the board: 
 
If there were no ice statues, most tourists wouldn't choose to go to Harbin. True or false?  
 
Students read text the first time.  
 
Give them a time limit (1 - 2 minutes) to read the text quickly to find the answer to the 
question. They do not need to understand the details of the text to answer it. 
 
 
E  Check answers 
True – paragraph 3 says, 'If the ice goes, so do the tourists'.  
 
 
F  Set specific information questions 
Hand out worksheet 1 or use the online quiz. Students complete the worksheet to help 
them understand the text in more detail. Give them a time limit (5 - 6 minutes) to read the 
text a second time in more detail and to answer the questions.   
 
 
G  Check answers 
Elicit True or False answers. Direct attention to a particular paragraph if an answer is 
wrong to try to elicit the correct answer (see worksheet 1 and answer key). 
 
 
H  Vocabulary consolidation/building  
Students do the vocabulary matching exercise (worksheet 2 that you cut up before the 
lesson). In small groups they match the correct word with the right definition. 
 
 
I  Check answers  
Elicit answers. If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer. 
 
 
J  Vocabulary focus: Grammar – comparisons 
Elicit from students some example in the text where things are compared with others. 
Harbin is one of China's coldest cities 
Winters just aren't as cold as they used to be. 
Harbin had its warmest year since records began. 
The city's famous ice sculptures are melting earlier. 
Harbin's ice festival is the city's biggest source of income. 
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Elicit/teach some of the rules for comparing ideas  
 
1.  To compare two things or people we use '–er' or 'more' (with words with more than two 
syllables) + 'than'   
I'm taller than my sister. 
A car is more expensive than a bike. 
 
2.  To compare more than two things or people, we use 'the' +  '-est'  or 'the most' (with 
words with more than two syllables)  
Saturday was the coldest day last week.  
He's the most handsome guy in the class.  
 
3.  To say that two things or people are equal, we use 'as' …. 'as' 
She's as tall as her younger brother. 
This chair is as comfortable as that one. 
 
Then use worksheet 3 to focus on these rules. 
 
 
K  Check answers  
If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer (see worksheet 
3 and answer key). 
 
 
L  Follow-up activity: Speaking 
Ask the students if any of them have visited Harbin or have seen ice sculptures. Ask them 
to tell the rest of the class about their experiences. Ask the class to think about the best 
holiday they've ever had or to think about a place they would like to visit in the future. 
Write a few of their suggestions on the board.  
 
Tell them they are going to ask as many people as possible about their favourite real or 
imaginary holiday. Tell them they will also have to answer other students' questions about 
their own holidays. 
 
Tell students they should try to work with everyone in the class (or if the class is very big, 
split them into groups of 10 or 12). 
 
First they should think about what questions they'd like to ask and then think about their 
own answers about their holidays. 
 
Give them 5 minutes to brainstorm questions and answers and 5 - 10 mingle with the other 
students asking and answering questions. 
 
While they are speaking, move around the room listening to them unobtrusively. Make a 
note of any errors you hear. 
 
 

http://www.bbclearningenglish.com/


BBC Learning English – Words in the News 
Chinese ice sculptures melting – 9 January 2008 
 

 
 © BBC Learning English 2008
 Page 7 of 12

http://www.bbclearningenglish.com/  
 

M  Feedback 
Ask one or two students to tell the rest of the class about some of the results of their 
surveys. Was there one particular destination that was popular? Give praise for content (for 
example, who sounded like they really enjoyed their holiday). Give praise for correct 
language, and give feedback on incorrect language. You could write some example  
phrases or sentences on the board and elicit from students which ones are correct and 
which ones are wrong and why. 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
 

 
 

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

Are the following sentences true or false? 

1.  Harbin is the coldest city in China.  T/F 

2.  Lots of tourists go to Harbin to enjoy the cold weather and see the ice 
statues. 

T/F 

3.  The statues are simple representations of famous people. T/F 

4.  Winter temperatures in Harbin have been the same since people started 
to keep weather records. 

T/F 

5.  Changes in temperatures are affecting the ice statue. T/F 

6.  Only people who care about the environment are concerned about the 
change in temperatures in Harbin.   

T/F 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 2 
 

 
VOCABULARY 
Match these words and phrases to their definitions. 
 
 

1.  temperatures can 
drop as low as A. changing from ice to water (when heat is applied to 

the ice) 

2.  harsh B the people and businesses of the city have made it 
become 

3.  has turned itself into C. statues that have a lot of small, complicated details, 
carvings or markings 

4.  tourist destination. D. people who try to protect the world from being 
damaged by human activities 

5.  ice sculptures E. severe or very cold 

6.  intricate sculptures F. 

from the time that people first started to keep 
information (about weather temperatures) for future 
reference, by writing it down or storing it on a 
computer 

7.  since records began G. money from doing work or having a business (here, 
money from tourists during the ice festival) 

8.  melting H. statues that are not permanent because they are 
made of ice (rather than stone) 

9.  environmentalists I. the weather can be very cold 

10. income J. a place where travellers and holiday makers want to 
go to visit 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 3  

 
 
Comparisons 
 
Use the words in the box below to create sentences comparing Nelson Mandela, Brad 
Pitt and Pele. The first one has been done for you. 
 
 
famous      handsome      rich       athletic 
 
 
1.  Nelson Mandela is as famous as Brad Pitt. 
 
2. _____________________________________________________________________. 
 
 
3. _____________________________________________________________________. 
 
 
4. _____________________________________________________________________. 
 
Think about the village, town or city you were born in and write three sentences 
comparing it to Harbin. The first one has been done for you. 
 
Think about some famous people and write three sentences comparing you to him, 
her or them.  
 
1. Glasgow is warmer than Harbin.  
  
 
2. _____________________________________________________________________. 
 
 
3. _____________________________________________________________________. 
 
 
4. _____________________________________________________________________. 
 
 
5. _____________________________________________________________________. 
 
 
6. _____________________________________________________________________. 
 
 
7. _____________________________________________________________________. 
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ANSWER KEY 
 

 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
 
1. False – Paragraph 1 says, 'Harbin is one of China's coldest cities'. 
 
2. True – Paragraph 1 says, '…the city has turned itself into a popular winter tourist 
 destination. Visitors arrive from across Asia to experience the cold - and see the city's 
 ice sculptures'.  
 
3. False – Paragraph 1 says, 'Animals, people, even famous buildings are turned into 

intricate sculptures'. 
 
4. False – Paragraph 2 says,  '… winters just aren't as cold as they used to be. Last year, 
 Harbin had its warmest year since records began'. 
 
5. True – Paragraph 2 says, '… winters just aren't as cold as they used to be. … And that 
 means the city's famous ice sculptures are melting earlier'. 
 
6. True – Paragraph 3 says, 'And this is not just a worry for environmentalists. Harbin's ice 

festival is the city's biggest source of income. If the ice goes, so do the tourists'. 
 
 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 2  
 
1. I    2. E   3.B    4. J   5. H  
6. C       7. F   8.A    9. D   10. G 
  
 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 3 
  
Accept any answers which are accurate and appropriate and demonstrate correct use 
of comparatives and superlatives. 
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A famous ice festival in China is the latest victim of rising global temperatures. Every 
winter tens of thousands of tourists go to Harbin, in the far north east of China, to see the 
city's ice sculptures. But with higher temperatures, the sculptures are starting to melt. This 
report from Michael Bristow: 
 
Harbin is one of China's coldest cities. In winter, temperatures can drop as low as minus 35 
degrees centigrade. Despite this harsh climate, the city has turned itself into a popular 
winter tourist destination. Visitors arrive from across Asia to experience the cold - and see 
the city's ice sculptures. Animals, people, even famous buildings are turned into intricate 
sculptures that are lit up at night. 
 
But, there's a problem - winters just aren't as cold as they used to be. Last year, Harbin had 
its warmest year since records began. And that means the city's famous ice sculptures are 
melting earlier. 
 
The ice festival traditionally lasts until the end of February. But this year, there are fears 
the ice will have melted long before then. And this is not just a worry for 
environmentalists. Harbin's ice festival is the city's biggest source of income. If the ice 
goes, so do the tourists. 
 
temperatures can drop as low as  
the weather can be very cold  
 
harsh  
severe or very cold 
 
has turned itself into 
the people and businesses of the city have made it become  
 
tourist destination. 
a place where travellers and holiday makers want to go to visit 
 
ice sculptures 
statues that are not permanent because they are made of ice (rather than stone) 
 
intricate sculptures 
statues that have a lot of small, complicated details, carvings or markings 
 
since records began 
from the time that people first started to keep information (about weather temperatures) for future 
reference, by writing it down or storing it on a computer 
 
melting  
changing from ice to water (when heat is applied to the ice) 
 
environmentalists 
people who try to protect the world from being damaged by human activities 
 
income 
money from doing work or having a business (here, money from tourists during the ice festival)  
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