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Level: Intermediate and above 
 
Topic:       The world's oldest surviving Rolls Royce car has sold at auction in London 
       for just over $7,000,000 
 
Language:   Vocabulary of a news report 
          
Aims:     Reading skills      –  Understanding a short news report  
       Language skills      –  Grammar – different uses of 'get' 
            Writing skills                 –  Designing a car advert 

   
Materials:   Worksheet 1      –  Comprehension questions  
       Worksheet 2      – Vocabulary matching task  

Worksheet 3  –  Grammar/language focus – grammar 
 
                                                                                             

     News story       –  Available online at: 
 

http://www.bbclearningenglish.com/newsenglish/witn/2007/12/0705_royce.shtml 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Preparation: Before the lesson, make enough copies of worksheets 2 and 3 so that there 

is 1 worksheet for every 4 – 5 students. Cut up the vocabulary and 
explanations  to make a matching exercise. Students also need one copy 
each of worksheet 1. 

 If possible, bring some pictures from magazines or the internet of car 
adverts for the fluency activity at the end of the lesson. 
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LESSON STAGES 
 
A  Stimulate student interest in text 
Ask students to match these famous cars with the country they were first manufactured in. 
 
Car Country 
Ferrari Britain  
Hyundai Germany 
Rolls Royce Italy 
Toyota Japan 
Volkswagen  South Korea  
 
 
Answers: 
Car Country 
Ferrari Italy 
Hyundai South Korea 
Rolls Royce Britain 
Toyota Japan 
Volkswagen  Germany 
 
Ask students about their favourite cars. Do they like old or modern cars. Why?  
 
 
B  Pre-teach essential vocabulary 
Elicit/present key vocabulary that students need either to understand the key points in the 
text or to understand and/or answer any questions that you'll set them later in the lesson. 
The vocabulary is from Words in the News (so you can elicit the vocabulary by using the 
explanations provided online or below).   
 
You could either pre-teach the vocabulary at this stage of the lesson or you could use the 
vocabulary building activity from further down in this lesson plan. Have students working 
together in small groups and ask them to try to match the vocabulary with the definitions.  
Encourage them to work with the other groups to pool their knowledge.  
 
When they have done as much as they can, if they have dictionaries, ask them to look up 
the words to check their answers and to find out the definitions of any words they are not 
sure of. If they don't have dictionaries, check their answers and give them help with any 
words they aren't sure of. 
 
Whichever method you use to elicit/present the vocabulary, you should then model it (say 
it clearly, highlighting the word stress) and get them to repeat the words after you. 
 
the hammer price 
the cost of something at an auction 
 
unique  
the only existing one of its type or, more generally, unusual or special 
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doubled  
increased by 100% 
 
a veteran car 
(British term) a car that was manufactured before 1916 
 
icon 
very famous thing that is thought to represent a set of beliefs or a way of life (here, 
representing the best in luxury car manufacturing) 
 
auction house 
place where people make higher and higher offers of money, in competition with each 
other, until the item is sold to the person who is willing to pay most 
 
tootling  
(informal) driving  slowly and gently 
 
horsepower  
unit for measuring the power of an engine 
 
previous six owners 
the six people who owned the car before  
 
celebrated  
famous for some special quality  
 
 
C  Written record of vocabulary 
Write the words on the board, eliciting spelling as you write. Elicit and show the word 
stress of each item and word class, if appropriate. 
 
Give students some time to copy the boardwork into their notebooks. 
 
Boardwork: 
 
the hammer price 
 
gesturing 
 
initiated by 
 
anti-apartheid activist 
 
sculptor 
 
neither man lived to see  
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fate  
 
dogged  
 
artistic merit 
 
clutter  
 
unveiling 
 
 
D  Set a skimming question  
Tell the students they are going to read a text about a special old car. Ask them to predict 
any words they think they'll read in the text. Put their answers on the board: 
 
Example answers: 
car    driver    owner     passenger    gears    engine    speed  
 
Then, put this question on the board: 
 
How many of our words or phrases are mentioned in the text? 
 
Students read text the first time. 
 
Give them a time limit (1 - 2 minutes) to read the text quickly to find the answer to the 
question. They do not need to understand the details of the text to answer it. 
 
 
E  Check answers 
Answers will depend of what vocabulary students predicted. From the example vocab 
the items mentioned are 'car' and 'owner' in paragraph 1.  
 
 
F  Set specific information questions 
Hand out worksheet 1 or use the online quiz. Students complete the worksheet to help 
them understand the text in more detail. Give them a time limit (5 - 6 minutes) to read the 
text a second time in more detail and to answer the questions.   
 
 
G  Check answers 
Elicit True or False answers. Direct attention to a particular paragraph if an answer is 
wrong to try to elicit the correct answer (see worksheet 1 and answer key). 
 
 
H  Vocabulary consolidation/building  
Students do the vocabulary matching exercise (worksheet 2 that you cut up before the 
lesson). In small groups they match the correct word with the right definition. 
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I  Check answers  
Elicit answers. If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer. 
 
 
J  Language focus: Grammar – 'get' 
Ask students to look at this sentence from the text: 
 
The owner … gets a motoring icon.  
 
Elicit what the meaning of 'get' is here (receives) and ask students if this is the only 
meaning of 'get' (no). 
 
Then use worksheet 3 to focus on three different meanings of 'get'. 
 
 
K  Check answers  
If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer (see worksheet 
3 and answer key). 
 
 
L  Follow-up activity: Writing 
Show students some adverts from magazines or the internet for cars. Look at the adverts 
and elicit what kind of language is used (short sentences to grab people's attention, lots of 
adjectives to describe the product in glowing terms etc). Tell students that they are going 
to design and advertise a new car. 
 
Elicit some features that they, as customers, want from a car and write them on the board. 
 
For example: 
is fast          is  big            uses petrol economically 
has a stereo        is environmentally friendly   is cheap      
is small         is expensive         is luxurious        
 
Get students to work together in small groups to design and draw their car and then write 
the text for their advert. Give them 2 or 3 minutes to think about their product (What is it? 
Who is it aimed at? How much will it cost? etc.) and about 8 – 10 minutes to write their 
piece. 
 
Circulate, while they are working, giving help with grammar and spelling, if necessary. 
 
M  Feedback 
If possible, display the finished adverts around the room. Ask the students to look at each 
one and vote on which one they think is the most interesting or is the best written advert or 
describes the car they'd most like to buy. 
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Give praise for correct language, and give feedback on incorrect language. You could 
write some example  phrases or sentences on the board and elicit from students which ones 
are correct and which ones are wrong and why. 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
 

 
 

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

Are the following sentences true or false? 

1.  The predicted price and the final price for this car were almost the 
same.  

T/F 

2.  Although the car is very special, you can't actually drive it. T/F 

3.  The car can run smoothly, quietly and at a gentle speed. T/F 

4.  The car can do over 60 kilometres an hour. T/F 

5.  The car was designed to be a car that a doctor could use for his or her 
work. 

T/F 

6.  The new owner is going to keep the car in Britain. T/F 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 2 
 

 
VOCABULARY 
Match these words and phrases to their definitions. 
 
 

1.  The hammer price A. the six people who owned the car before 

2.  unique B (informal) driving  slowly and gently 

3.  doubled C. increased by 100% 

4.  a veteran car D. 
place where people make higher and higher offers 
of money, in competition with each other, until the 
item is sold to the person who is willing to pay most 

5.  icon E. famous for some special quality 

6.  auction house F. the only existing one of its type or, more generally, 
unusual or special 

7.  tootling G. 
very famous thing that is thought to represent a set 
of beliefs or a way of life (here, representing the 
best in luxury car manufacturing) 

8.  horsepower H. unit for measuring the power of an engine 

9.  previous six owners 
 I. The cost of something at an auction 

10. celebrated J. (British term) a car that was manufactured before 
1916 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 3  

 
 
USES OF 'GET' 
Match these structures with their meanings. 
 
 Structures  Meanings 
 
1. 

 
get + direct object 
get a newspaper 

 
A. 

 
become 
 

 
2. 

 
get + adjective 
get richer 

 
B. 

 
move or change position 

 
3. 

 
get + adverb particle / preposition 
get over 

 
C. 

 
receive, obtain, buy 

 
Now, complete the sentences using the correct form of one of the expressions with  
'get' from the box below. The first one has been done for you:  
 
 
get married       get over    get out of    get older     get off  
    
get some milk      get wet     get better    get on      get up 
 
 
1. She's been studying for years now and her French is finally getting better.  
  
2. My grandmother is ____________ and she finds it difficult to look after herself now. 
 
3.  It's raining. If you don't take an umbrella, you'll ____________. 
 
4.  They ____________ 25 years ago and are still madly in love with each other. 
 
5.  ____________ the bus at the post office. Our house is opposite it.  
 
6.  Would you mind going out and ____________ ? We're run out of it. 
 
7.  I hate ____________ early so at the weekend I always sleep really late. 
 
8.  When  we ____________ of this meeting, do you want to go for a coffee? 
 
9.  I'm trying to ____________  with my life. But I'm finding it really difficult to 
 ____________   her since spilt up. 
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ANSWER KEY 
 

 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
 
1. False – Paragraph 1 says, 'The hammer price on this unique piece of motoring history 

more than doubled the previous record'.  
 
2. False – Paragraph 1 says, ' the new owner not only gets a motoring icon, but one that 

still works '. 
 
3. True – Paragraph 2 says, '… it was still very driveable, tootling along almost silently'. 
 
4. True – Paragraph 2 says, '… a top speed of around sixty-four kilometres per hour'. 
 
5. True – Paragraph 3 says, '… it was developed originally as a doctor's car'. 
 
6. True – Paragraph 3 says, 'the car … will remain in Britain'. 
 
 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 2 
 
1.  I     2. F   3. C    4. J    5.  G  
6.  D       7. B   8. H    9. A     10. E 
  
 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 3 
 
 Structures  Meanings 
1. get + direct object 

get a newspaper 
C. receive, obtain, buy 

2. get + adjective 
get richer 

A.  
 

become 

3. get + adverb particle / preposition 
get over 

B. move or change position 

 
 
1. getting better 
2. getting older 
3.  get wet 
4.  got married 
5.  Get off 
6.  getting some milk 
7.  getting up 
8.  get out of 
9. get on / get over  
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The world's oldest surviving Rolls Royce car - a two-seater dating from 1904 -has sold at 
auction in London for just over seven million dollars. An anonymous British bidder paid 
more than three times the price expected by the auctioneer. Clive Mardon reports.  
 
The hammer price on this unique piece of motoring history more than doubled the 
previous record paid for a veteran car. But for that price, the new owner not only gets a 
motoring icon, but one that still works.  
A motoring expert at the Bonhams auction house, where the car was sold, said it was still 
very driveable, tootling along almost silently - as you'd expect a Rolls Royce to do, with 
its ten horsepower motor pushing it to a top speed of around sixty-four kilometres per 
hour.  

It was only the fourth vehicle to be made at the Rolls-Royce factory in Manchester in the 
north of England, and it was developed originally as a doctor's car, with three of its 
previous six owners being doctors. It's understood the car, which has in recent years 
completed the celebrated London to Brighton run, will remain in Britain.  

 

The hammer price 
The cost of something at an auction  

unique 
the only existing one of its type or, more generally, unusual or special  

doubled  
increased by 100%  

a veteran car 
(British term) a car that was manufactured before 1916  

icon 
very famous thing that is thought to represent a set of beliefs or a way of life (here, 
representing the best in luxury car manufacturing)  

auction house 
A place where people make higher and higher offers of money, in competition with each 
other, until the item is sold to the person who is willing to pay most  

tootling 
(informal) driving slowly and gently  

horsepower 
unit for measuring the power of an engine  

previous six owners 
the six people who owned the car before  

celebrated  
famous for some special quality  
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