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Level: Intermediate and above 
 
Topic:        The former president of Mozambique has won $5 million prize for good  
       African leadership.  
 
Language:   Vocabulary of a news report 
          
Aims:     Reading skills      –  Understanding a short news report  
       Language skills      –  Grammar – the second conditional 
            Speaking skills                 – Deciding on the world's best leader  

   
Materials:   Worksheet 1      –  Comprehension questions  
       Worksheet 2      – Vocabulary matching task  

Worksheet 3  –  Grammar/language focus – the second    
   conditional 

 
                                                                                             

     News story       –  Available online at: 
 

http://www.bbclearningenglish.com./newsenglish/witn/2007/10/071024_chissano.shtml 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Preparation: Before the lesson, make enough copies of worksheets 2 and 3 so that there 

is one worksheet for every 4 – 5 students. Cut up the vocabulary and 
explanations  to make a matching exercise. Students also need one copy 
each of worksheet 1. 
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LESSON STAGES 
 
A  Stimulate student interest in text 
 
Ask students to think about a time they have been in a competition. Put these prompts on 
the board and ask students in pairs or small groups to talk about them. 
 
What was the competition for? 
How old were you? 
How many people were in the competition? 
Who were the judges? 
What was the prize? 
Did you win? 
How did you feel about your performance? 
 
Tell students they are going to read about a competition where the prize was $5,000,000. 
Ask them if they would like to win that amount of money. Why/why not? 
 
B  Pre-teach essential vocabulary 
Elicit/present key vocabulary that students need either to understand the key points in the 
text or to understand and/or answer any questions that you'll set them later in the lesson. 
The vocabulary is from Words in the News (so you can elicit the vocabulary by using the 
explanations provided online or below).   
 
You could either pre-teach the vocabulary at this stage of the lesson or you could use the 
vocabulary building activity from further down in this lesson plan. Have students working 
together in small groups and ask them to try to match the vocabulary with the definitions.  
Encourage them to work with the other groups to pool their knowledge.  
 
When they have done as much as they can, if they have dictionaries, ask them to look up 
the words to check their answers and to find out the definitions of any words they are not 
sure of. If they don't have dictionaries, check their answers and give them help with any 
words they aren't sure of. 
 
Whichever method you use to elicit/present the vocabulary, you should then model it (say 
it clearly, highlighting the word stress) and get them to repeat the words after you. 
 
designed to encourage  
made in a way that persuades or makes people more likely to do something 
 
a continent  
one of the seven large land masses on Earth, surrounded, or mainly surrounded, by water 
and usually consisting of various countries (Africa is a continent) 
 
dictators  
political leaders who have absolute or complete power and who have not been elected by 
the people 
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the norm 
normal or usual  
 
The former leader  
The previous leader, someone who is no longer the president or prime minister 
 
steered his country 
took or led the people of Mozambique  
 
oversaw  
was in charge of and made certain something was done correctly 
 
is sandwiched between 
lies or is situated between 
 
a key role in the downfall of 
a central part in removing the power of 
 
white supremacist apartheid regime  
law and government system which believes that white people are superior to or better than 
black people and which makes it illegal for people of different races to live equally 
together 
 
 
C  Written record of vocabulary 
Write the words on the board, eliciting spelling as you write. Elicit and show the word 
stress of each item and word class, if appropriate. 
 
Give students some time to copy the boardwork into their notebooks. 
 
Boardwork: 
 
designed to encourage  
 
a continent  
 
dictators  
 
the norm 
 
The former leader  
 
steered  
 
oversaw  
 
is sandwiched between 
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a key role in the downfall of 
 
white supremacist apartheid regime  
 
 
D  Set a skimming question  
Tell the students they are going to read a text about a politician winning $5,000,000. Put 
this question on the board: 
 
What is the winner going to do with the money? 
A.  Give all of it to other people 
B.  Spend all of it on himself 
C.  Give some of it to other people and spend some of it on himself 
 
Students read the text the first time.  
 
Give them a time limit (1 - 2 minutes) to read the text quickly to find the answer to the 
question. They do not need to understand the details of the text to answer it. 
 
 
E  Check answers 
C – paragraph 3 says 'he said "I would live better and also help those around me"'.  
 
 
F  Set specific information questions 
Hand out worksheet 1 or use the online quiz. Students complete the worksheet to help 
them understand the text in more detail. Give them a time limit (5 - 6 minutes) to read the 
text a second time in more detail and to answer the questions.   
 
 
G  Check answers 
Elicit True or False answers. Direct attention to a particular paragraph if an answer is 
wrong to try to elicit the correct answer (see worksheet 1 and answer key). 
 
 
H  Vocabulary consolidation/building  
Students do the vocabulary matching exercise (worksheet 2 that you cut up before the 
lesson). In small groups they match the correct word with the right definition. 
 
 
I  Check answers  
Elicit answers. If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer. 
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J  Grammar focus: The second conditional 
Elicit/teach some of the rules of using the second conditional.  
 
1.  We use the second conditional to talk about an unreal situation and its probable result 
or outcome. The unreal situation can be unlikely (If she won $5,000,000, she'd buy a huge 
house), impossible (If I were a blackbird, I'd whistle and sing) or the opposite of a known 
fact (If Brad and Angelina lived in Japan, they would eat rice every day). 
 
2.  The second conditional is formed with: 
 
if  
 

past simple,  would + base verb 

If she won $5,000,000, she'd buy a huge house 
If I were a blackbird, I'd whistle and sing 
If Brad and Angelina lived in Japan,  they would eat rice every day 
 
would is often contracted to 'd. 
 
If I were is the more usual form but If I was is also correct (in Scottish English, for 
example)  
 
3. Other modal verbs (other than would) can be used in the result clause: 
If you worked harder, you might get full marks in the exam. 
If she went to Spain, she could stay with my friends. 
 
Then use worksheet 3 to focus on the second conditional. 
 
 
K  Check answers  
If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer (see worksheet 
3 and answer key). 
 
 
L  Follow-up activity: Speaking 
Tell the students they are going to be the judges in a competition to decide on the best 
leader of all time.  
 
Elicit a list of about 10 famous people (alive or dead) who are or were leaders or who the 
students think would make or would have made good leaders. For example: 
  
Nelson Mandela 
Winston Churchill 
Arnold Schwarzenegger 
Mother Teresa of Calcutta 
Emperor Akihito 
George Bush 
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Then elicit some of the key qualities a good leader needs to have, and write them on the 
board. For example: 
 
good at listening 
understanding 
strong 
charismatic 
humble 
intelligent 
 
Either divide the class into groups or let them group themselves. Each group should 
champion (or support) one leader. Get them to brainstorm all the reasons why this person 
is the best leader. Give them a three or four minutes for this part of the activity. 
 
Then put the students into new groups of four or five. Each group should have a mixture of 
different leader champions. Each person should then explain to the group why they have 
selected their own leader, what qualities s/he has and why this person should be considered 
the best leader of all time. Give them about ten minutes for this part of the activity. 
 
While they are speaking, move around the room listening to them unobtrusively. Make a 
note of any errors you hear. 
 
 
M  Feedback 
Have a class vote to find out who the students think the best leader of all time is/was. Give 
praise for correct language, and give feedback on incorrect language. You could write 
some example phrases or sentences on the board and elicit from students which ones are 
correct and which ones are wrong and why. 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
 

 
 

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

Are the following sentences true or false? 

1.  The $5,000,000 prize was created to encourage African politicians to 
become better at leading their countries.  

T/F 

2.  No leader has been voted into power democratically in Africa recently. T/F 

3.  The prize winner was the current president of Mozambique. T/F 

4.  
Joaquim Chissano won the prize because he led his country out of an 
internal war and was in charge when democratic elections were 
introduced. 

T/F 

5.  Mozambique always supported South Africa's apartheid laws. T/F 

6.  Joaquim Chissano didn't attend the special ceremony in London when 
his name was called out as the winner. 

T/F 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 2 
 

 
VOCABULARY 
Match these words and phrases to their definitions. 
 
 

1.  designed to 
encourage A. took or led the people of Mozambique 

2.  a continent  B political leaders who have absolute or complete 
power and who have not been elected by the people 

3.  dictators C. a central part in removing the power of 

4.  the norm D. the previous leader, someone who is no longer the 
president or prime minister 

5.  the former leader E. made in a way that persuades or makes people more 
likely to do something 

6.  steered his country F. 

law and government system which believes that 
white people are superior to or better than black 
people and which makes it illegal for people of 
different races to live equally together 

7.  oversaw G. lies or is situated between 

8.  is sandwiched 
between H. 

one of the seven large land masses on Earth, 
surrounded, or mainly surrounded, by water and 
usually consisting of various countries (Africa is a 
continent) 

9.  a key role in the 
downfall of I. normal or usual 

10. white supremacist 
apartheid regime J. was in charge of and made certain something was 

done correctly 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 3  
 

 
The second conditional 
Using the following situations and prompts, create second conditional sentences. The first 
one has been done for you: 
 
1.  I've got a cold. I won't go to the party tonight. 
 
 If I didn't have a cold, I'd go to the party tonight. 
 
 
2.  I'm going to the office early tomorrow so I can't give you a lift. 
 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
3.   I'm not a bird so I can't fly.  
 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
4.  He's busy at work. He doesn't spend much time with his children.  
 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
5.  She doesn’t have much money because she spends it all on shoes. 
 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
6.  We haven't got a spare room. We can't invite your mother to stay with us. 
 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
7.  I can't knit so I can't make you a jumper. 
 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
8.  She's doesn’t have much money. She loves horses but she doesn't have one. 
 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
9.  I don't know his phone number so I can't call him.  
 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
10. You don't live in London so you don't see Big Ben. 
 _______________________________________________________________________ 
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ANSWER KEY 
 

 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
 
1. True – Paragraph 1 says, 'The five million dollar prize … is designed to encourage 

better leadership'. 
 
2. False – Paragraph 1 says, '…on a continent where until recently dictators were almost 

the norm'. 
 
3. False – Paragraph 2 says, 'The former leader of Mozambique, Joaquim Chissano, won 

the award'. 
 
4. True – Paragraph 2 says, '…Joaquim Chissano, won the award because he steered his 

country out of civil war and oversaw the introduction of multi-party democracy'. 
 
5. False – Paragraph 2 says, 'Mozambique … played a key role in the downfall of the 

white supremacist apartheid regime in South Africa'. 
 
6. True – Paragraph 3 says, 'Mr Chissano wasn't at the ceremony in London where the 

prize was announced'. 
 
 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 2  
 
1.  E    2. H   3. B    4. I    5. D  
6.  A       7. J   8. G    9. C     10. F 
  
 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 3 
 
1.   If I didn't have a cold, I'd go to the party tonight. 
2.  If I weren’t/wasn't going to the office early tomorrow, I'd give you a lift. 
3.  If I was/were a bird, I would/could fly.  
4.  If he wasn't (so) busy at work, he could/would spend more time with his children. 
5.  If she didn't spend all her money on shoes, she'd have more money. 
6.  If we had a spare room, we could invite your mother to stay with us. 
7.  If I could knit, I'd make you a jumper. 
8.  If she was rich, she'd buy a horse. 
9.  If I knew his phone number, I'd/could call him. 
10.  If you lived in London, you would/could see Big Ben. 
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