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A 16-year-old Australian girl hoping to become the youngest person to sail around the world 

has suffered a major setback. Yachting experts say Jessica Watson hasn't sailed far enough to 

get the record. Nick Bryant reports from Australia: 

 

After more than six months at sea Jessica Watson is in the final stretch of her epic voyage 

around the globe. She's hoping to reach Sydney Harbour later this month a couple of days 

shy of her seventeenth birthday. 

But although there's no question that she's circumnavigated the globe, sailing experts say 

she hasn't gone far enough to claim the record of being the youngest person to sail solo non-

stop and unassisted around the world. 

The influential Sail World website has praised her heroic achievement but is a stickler for 

the rules of what it calls "true circumnavigation". To have achieved that, it says, the teenager 

should have sailed much farther north into the Atlantic to a point in line with France, rather 

than simply crossing the Equator and then returning south. 

"We don't want to take away from what the kid's done," said the editor of the website "but it's 

one thing to be a hero and another to be a record holder. Had she sailed three thousand seven 

hundred kilometres further she could have made that boast." 

Nick Bryant, BBC News, Sydney 
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Vocabulary and definitions 

 

the final stretch of the last part of 

epic voyage long and difficult journey 

a couple of days shy of a few days before 

 

circumnavigated the globe sailed completely around the world 

to sail solo non stop and 

unassisted 

to sail by herself without stopping and without getting any 

help during the journey 

influential important and respected 

is a stickler for the rules believes that rules are very important and must be followed 

exactly 

the Equator the imaginary line that goes round the middle of the Earth 

and marks the boundary between the northern and southern 

hemispheres 

she could have made that boast she could have said that she had broken the record 

 
 
More on this story:  
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/asia-pacific/8312934.stm 
 
 
Read and listen to the story and the vocabulary online: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/language/wordsinthenews/2010/05/100505_witn_sailing.shtml 

 


