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Sven-Goran Eriksson has been named as the new coach of the Ivory Coast football team. 

He'll have just over two months to prepare the team for the World Cup. Richard Connelly 

reports: 

 

The Ivorian Football Federation sacked their previous coach last month when the team failed 

to get past the quarter-finals of the Africa Cup of Nations, and were known to be seeking a 

high-profile replacement. By appointing Eriksson, they have certainly succeeded. 

 

He came to prominence in Italian football, but took the step up to international management, 

after being named England coach in 2001. Twice he led the team to the quarter-finals of the 

World Cup, but he left with expectations of greater success unfulfilled. 

 

Ivory Coast have serious hopes of their own - their captain Didier Drogba is one of the 

world's best goalscorers, and the team is arguably the most talented in Africa. But Eriksson 

has never worked on the continent before, and has little time to work with the players before 

the World Cup in South Africa. 

 

Richard Connelly, BBC News 
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Vocabulary and definitions 

 

sacked dismissed him from his job 

failed to get past the quarter-

finals  

didn't advance beyond the final eight teams in the 

competition 

a high-profile replacement a well-known person to take over the position 

appointing  selecting him for a job 

came to prominence  became famous 

expectations of greater success 

unfulfilled 

without achieving his expected potential 

captain  team leader 

goalscorers  people who score a lot of goals in football 

arguably 
 

possibly, can be proved by looking at the facts 

talented gifted, skilled 

 

 
More on this story: http://news.bbc.co.uk/sport1/hi/football/africa/8587871.stm 
 
 
Read and listen to the story and the vocabulary online: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/language/wordsinthenews/2010/03/100331_witn_sven.shtml 

 

 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/sport1/hi/football/africa/8587871.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/language/wordsinthenews/2010/03/100331_witn_sven.shtml

