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Level:     Intermediate and above 
 
Topic:        Strikes have continued in Guinea because many people disagree with the     
                           current president. 
 
Language:   Vocabulary of a news report 
          
Aims:     Reading skills      –  Understanding a short news report  
       Language skills      –  Clauses and Phrases 
            Speaking/writing skills  –  Prepared speeches and questions 

   
Materials:   Worksheet 1      –  Comprehension questions  
       Worksheet 2      – Vocabulary matching task  

Worksheet 3  –  Grammar/language focus – clauses and  
                                              phrases 

     News story       –  Available online at: 
 

 
Preparation: Before the lesson, make enough copies of worksheet 2 so that there is one 

worksheet for every 4 – 5 students. Cut up the vocabulary and explanations, 
to make a matching exercise. Students also need one copy each of 
worksheets 1 and 3.  Seven or eight copies of worksheet 4 are also required. 
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LESSON STAGES 
 

 
A  Stimulate student interest in text 
Generate interest about today’s topic by arranging students into groups of 3-5. Write the 
following topics on the board and tell students to start thinking about the topics. 
 
- Countries 
- Capital Cities 
- Leaders (of countries; presidents, prime ministers, kings and queens) 
 
Ask each group to 'bid' for the number of countries, capitals and leaders they think they 
can name. For each category, each group should try to reach the target set by the highest 
bid. (Students will probably have a higher target for Countries. If you think students can 
name more, the teacher may also join in – and say 'I think I can name 50 countries' to 
generate more competition.) Tell students how much time they have to complete the 
activity (5-10 minutes).  
 
After the time is up, elicit student answers on the board, encouraging participation from all 
students. Where appropriate, correct the pronunciation and spelling of country /city / 
leader. Ask students which category they found most difficult and why. 
 
Congratulate any groups who have mentioned Guinea, Conakry or President Conté. If 
nobody has mentioned Guinea, try to elicit African nations from the group. Tell students 
the text will be about Guinea country. Ask if anyone knows where it is (West Africa – near 
Sierra Leone).   
 
B  Pre-teach essential vocabulary 
Elicit/present key vocabulary that students need either to understand the key points in the 
text or to understand and/or answer any questions that you'll set them later in the lesson. 
The vocabulary is from Words in the News (so you can elicit the vocabulary by using the 
explanations provided online or below).   
 
You could either pre-teach the vocabulary at this stage of the lesson or you could use the 
vocabulary building activity from further down in this lesson plan. Have students working 
together in small groups and ask them to try to match the vocabulary with the definitions.  
Encourage them to work with the other groups to pool their knowledge. When they have 
done as much as they can, if they have dictionaries, ask them to look up the words to check 
their answers and to find out the definitions of any words they are not sure of. If they don't 
have dictionaries, check their answers and give them help with any words they aren't sure 
of. 
 
Whichever method you use to elicit/present the vocabulary, you should then model it (say 
it clearly, highlighting the word stress) and get them to repeat the words after you. 
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strike 
here, work stoppage because people are unhappy with work conditions 
 
violent 
using and showing force 
 
demonstrators 
people who show their (usually angry) feelings by joining others in public 
 
live ammunition 
bullets or other explosives that are fired from guns   
 
protestors 
people who disagree strongly with a policy or action 
 
unrelenting 
persisting, not stopping 
 
to step down 
to quit, leave his job  
 
witnessed 
saw, watched 
 
standstill  
halt, stop 
 
galvanise 
to stimulate or encourage to action 
 
 
C  Written record of vocabulary 
Write the words on the board, eliciting spelling as you write. Elicit and show the word 
stress of each item and word class, if appropriate. 
Give students some time to copy the boardwork into their notebooks. 
 
Boardwork: 
 
strike 
 
violent 
 
demonstrators 
 
live ammunition 
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protestors 
 
unrelenting 
 
to step down 
 
witnessed 
 
standstill  
 
galvanise 
 
D  Set global questions.  
Tell the students they are going to read a text which is about demonstrations in Guinea. 
Put these questions on the board: 
 
1. Where are the demonstrations taking place? 
2. What is the protest about? 
3. Why do you think this strike is causing concern?   
 
Students read text the first time.  
Give them a time limit (1 - 2 minutes) to read the text quickly to find the answer to the first 
2 questions. They do not need to understand the details for each topic. 
 
E  Check answers 
Elicit students' answers and tick the correct answers on the board. Invite comments in 
response to the third question. 
 
The answers are:  
1 – Demonstrations are taking place in Guinea – 'in the capital Conakry… in towns across 
the country' (paragraph 1) 
2 – The protesters think the president is 'unfit to rule. They are calling for him to step 
down'. (paragraph 2) 
3 – Invite students to give and justify their opinions – 'this is the biggest strike', 'for the 
first time the people want to take the protest right to the centre of the capital', 'the strike 
has brought businesses in Guinea to a standstill', 'no-one knows whether the violence will 
put people off striking, or galvanise the population against the president' (paragraph 3).  
 
F  Set specific information questions 
Hand out Worksheet 1 or use the online quiz. Students complete the worksheet to help 
them understand the text in more detail. Give them a time limit (5 - 6 minutes) to read the 
text a second time in more detail and to answer the questions.   
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G  Check answers 
Elicit True or False answers. Direct attention to a particular paragraph if an answer is 
wrong to try to elicit the correct answer (see worksheet 1 and answer key). 
 
H  Vocabulary consolidation/building  
Students do the vocabulary matching exercise (worksheet 2 that you cut up before the 
lesson): in small groups they match the correct word with the right definition. 
 
I  Check answers  
Elicit answers. If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer. 
 
J  Grammar focus: Phrases and Clauses 
As the students' English improves, they will need to use more complex sentences. Good 
English writing uses a variety of structures; there are many different ways of saying the 
same thing to achieve a different effect, particularly in politics. 
 
Ask students how they link sentences. Elicit 'conjunctions'. Tell students that you want a 
different conjunction from everyone in the class.  Once you have refreshed their memories 
about conjunctions, brainstorm with students: 

- What is a phrase? - What is a clause? 
 
If students find this difficult, give them an example from the text as a prompt: 
Phrase: 'Accusing the president of Guinea…' 
Clause: 'Despite the fact that they are being met with live ammunition…' 
 

Phrases: A phrase is a group of words which does not contain a verb.  Three of the most 
common types of phrases are: 

- Prepositional (These start with a preposition and are used as adjectives or adverbs, 
like 'before midnight', 'in a flash') 

- Infinitive (Infinitive phrases usually start sentences with the infinitive 'To be truly 
happy, she knew she had to pass the exam'. These can act as nouns, adjectives or 
adverbs) 

- Participle (beginning usually with a present participle '–ing' or a past participle. 
They usually have an object and are used in the same way as adjectives) 

 

Clauses: A clause is a part of a sentence which has a subject and a verb. Sometimes the 
clause may be a complete sentence. There are many different types of clause, but the most 
important of these are: 

- Independent (Independent clauses are known as primary or main clauses – they can 
stand alone as sentences as they have a subject and verb. If there are more than two 
independent clauses joined together by a conjunction like 'and' or 'but', these are 
known as compound sentences) 

- Dependent (Dependent or subordinate clauses add information to the sentence by 
acting as a noun, verb or adjective. They are often marked by conjunctions or 
commas.) 
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- Noun (this acts as a noun, and can be the subject of a sentence; 'whatever he said 
in court was a lie) 

- Adverb (this indicates the manner in which something was done. It may start with a 
conjunction such as 'as soon as', 'wherever', 'because') 

- Adjective (This acts as an adjective modifying a noun. Adjective clauses often 
begin with a relative pronoun 'the teacher who helped me with my homework…' 

 
Hand out Worksheet 3 which revises conjunctions, then practices rearranging sentences 
with implied or missing conjunctions.  
 
K  Check answers  
If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer (see worksheet 
3 and answer key). 
 
L  Follow-up activity: Writing/ Speaking 
In the UK, there has been a lot of attention about when people should retire. Until recently 
the age for retirement was 65 years old for men and 60 years old for women. Ask students 
if this is the same in their country. Ask them how old they think they should be allowed to 
work. Elicit whether there are jobs that you can do better when you are older which you 
might not be able to do when you're younger (older actors, governors, judges, presidents). 
Ask students if they think President Conte  - who is over 70 years old – is too old to be 
president? 
 
Split the class into seven groups. Give each group a number from 1 – 7. Give each group 
one copy of worksheet 4.  
 
Tell students they are the campaign team for the presidential candidate corresponding to 
their number. They must nominate one person from each group to be the candidate – this 
student will give a speech to state why they should be the president of Guinea.  
 
Groups should have approx. 20 minutes to prepare the speech. They can use the 
information in the box as a start, but encourage students to be creative based on politicians 
they have seen from their own country. 
 
 Then each 'candidate' will make the speech in turn. After this, invite the 'floor' (all those 
who are not speaking) to ask questions. After 10-15 minutes, have a vote for the candidate 
you think would make the best leader. 
 
M  Feedback 
Give praise for content and show your interest in the different views expressed. 
Give praise for correct language. 
Give feedback on incorrect language you heard. You could write some example phrases or 
sentences on the board and elicit from students which ones are correct and which ones are 
wrong and why. 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
 

 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

Are the following sentences true or false? 

1.  
 
The work stoppage has lasted for one month. 
 

 
T/F 

 

2.  
 
There were thousands of people on the streets. 
 

 

 T/F 

3.  
 
The president was born in the 1970s. 
 

 

 T/F 

4.  
 
The president is unwell. 
 

 

 T/F 

5.  
 
There have been strikes in Conakry before. 
 

 

 T/F 

6.  Businesses in Conakry have not been affected. 
 

 T/F 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 2 
 

 
VOCABULARY 
Match these words and phrases to their definitions. 
 
 
1 

 
strike 
 

 
A. 

 
not stopping 
 

 
2 
 

 
violent 
 

 
B. 

 
to stimulate or encourage to action 
 

 
3 

 
demonstrators 
 

 
C. 

 
bullets or other explosives that are fired from guns   
 

 
4 

 
live ammunition 
 

 
D. 

 
impasse, halt, stop 
 

 
5 

 
protestors 
 

 
E. 

 
a people who disagree strongly with a policy or 
action 
 

 
6 
 

 
unrelenting 
 

 
F. 

 
using and showing force 
 

 
7 

 
to step down 
 

 
G. 

 
to quit, leave a job  
 

 
8 

 
witnessed 
 

 
H. 

 
here, work stoppage because people are unhappy 
with work conditions  

 
9 

 
standstill 
 

 
I. 

 
people who show their (usually angry) feelings by 
joining others in public 
 

 
10 

 
galvanise 
 

 
J. 

 
saw, watched 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 3  

 
 

GRAMMAR FOCUS – phrases and clauses 

Exercise 1: Decide whether the following extracts are phrases (P) or clauses (C): 
 

1. 'Despite the fact they are being met with live ammunition' 
2. 'Accusing the president of Guinea of being unfit to rule' 
3. 'in his seventies and in poor health' 
4. 'he shows no signs of doing so' 

 
Exercise 2:  Complete the following sentences using an appropriate word. There are 
some clues in the text. Identify which type of phrase or clause is given. 
 
1. He talked to his generals __________ he ordered them to fire live ammunition at the  
    protestors. 
 
2. The journalist________ interviewed the president has lived in Guinea for many years. 
 
3. _________ the economy to a halt, the strike may encourage the public to support the  
   president. 
 
Exercise 3: Rearrange the following clauses and phrases adding a conjunction if 
appropriate but keeping the meaning the same. 
 
1. In his seventies and in poor health, he shows no signs of leaving. 
 
2. Travelling through Africa and reporting for the BBC, he covered the 2007 strikes in    
    Guinea which brought the country to a standstill.  
 
3. Having worked for the government for many years, she was in a good position to talk  
    about the economy. 
 
4. Promising lower taxes and more employment, this candidate seems popular with the  
    people. 
 
Exercise 4: Take away the conjunction, and rearrange the clauses/phrases to keep the 
meaning the same. 
 
1. The students came out of their last exam smiling, despite being exhausted and nervous. 
 
2. The army generals think the strike will finish soon because of threatening protestors    
    with live ammunition. 
 



BBC Learning English – Words in the News 
 
Demonstrations in Guinea – 24 January 2007 
 

 
 

© BBC Learning English 
 

bbclearningenglish.com 

 
 

 

STUDENT WORKSHEET 4 
 

 
 

The Republic Of Guinea Facts 
 

• Population: 8.8 million (UN, 2005) 
• Area: 245,857 sq km (94, 926 sq miles) 
• Major languages: French, various tribal languages 
• Major religions: Islam, Christianity, local beliefs 
• Life expectancy 53 years (men), 54 years (women) (UN) 
• Main exports: gold, diamonds, coffee, fish, agricultural products 
• Income: many people survive on US$1 per day 
• History: was a French colony until 1958 
 

 
1: The president: Lansara Conte 

- formerly a general in the army                        -    already in his seventies 
- has led the country since 1984                        -    suffers from diabetes 
- won the last election with 96% of votes  

 
2: Military Leader Colonel L. Bangoura 

- currently the head of one of the regions          -    about 50 years old 
- has worked with smaller ethnic groups           -    a friend of the president 

 
3: The prime minister, Cellou Dallo 

- prime minister since 1994                               -    the economy is not doing well 
- popular with the people                                   -    he is about 60 years old 

 
4: Trade Union Leader, Rabiatou Serah Diallo 

- a woman who was formerly in government    -  knows the country's problems 
- currently the leader of a trade union                -  not afraid to talk to the workers 

 
5: former minister, Fatouma Kaba Sidibe 

- A woman, who has held many government positions 
- As former foreign affairs minister, she has many contacts overseas 
- She speaks local tribal languages                    -  born in 1968 

 
6: President Conte's son, Ousmane Conte 

- the president wants Ousmane to lead              - he has fought in the region 
- Ousmane Conte has been in the army             - he is the same age as Fatouma 

 
7: The leader of opposition, Mamadou Barry 

- leader of the Union for National Progress        -   he said the election was unfair 
- a candidate in the last election with 4%           -   he has support from France 
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ANSWER KEY 
 

 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
 
1.  False – paragraph 1 of the written text says, 'Day thirteen of the strike'. 
2.  True – paragraph 1 says 'Thousands of demonstrators continue to take to the streets'. 
3.  False – paragraph 2 says 'In his seventies' means the president is 70-80 years old. 
4.  True – paragraph 2 says ' in poor health'. 
5.  True – paragraph 3 says, 'Conakry has witnessed other strikes before'. 
6.  False – paragraph 3 says 'the strike has brought Guinea to a standstill'. 
 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 2 
 
1. H     2. F     3. I     4. C     5. E    
6.   A        7. G     8. J     9. D     10. B 
  
STUDENT WORKSHEET 3 
 
Exercise 1 
1 – Clause 2 – Phrase 3 – Phrase  4 – Clause
 
Exercise 2 
 
1. before (dependent adverb clause) 
2. who (adjective clause) 
3. Bringing (participle phrase)  
 
Exercise 3: Accept any answers which are accurate and appropriate and maintain the 
same meaning. Possible answers are: 
 
1.   He shows no signs of leaving even though/despite the fact that he is in his seventies  
      and in poor health.  
2. He covered the 2007 strikes in Guinea which brought the country to a standstill while  
      he was travelling through Africa and reporting for the BBC. 
3. She was in a good position to talk about the economy because she had worked for the  
      government for many years. (Note the change of tense here) 
4. This candidate seems popular with the people because of promising lower taxes and  
      more employment. 
 
Exercise 4: Accept any answers which use clauses/phrases accurately and 
appropriately and maintain the same meaning. Possible answers are: 
 
1.    Exhausted and nervous, the students came out of their last exam smiling. 
2.    Threatening protesters with live ammunition, the army generals think that the strike  
       will end soon. 


