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Level:     Intermediate and above 
 
Topic:    A baby giraffe has just been born at a British zoo, only a day after an  
       elephant was born. 
 
Language:   Vocabulary of a news report 
          
Aims:     Reading skills      –  Understanding a short news report  
       Language skills      –  Review of present and past tenses      
            Speaking skills         –  Chair debate 

 
   

Materials:   Worksheet 1      –  Comprehension questions  
       Worksheet 2      – Vocabulary matching task  

Worksheet 3  –  Grammar/language focus – review of tenses 
     News story       –  Available online at: 

 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/merseyside/6192708.stm 
 
Preparation: Before the lesson, make enough copies of worksheet 2 so that there is one 

worksheet for every 4 – 5 students. Cut up the vocabulary and explanations, 
to make a matching exercise. Students also need one copy each of 
worksheets 1 and 3.    
 
 

 
 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/merseyside/6192708.stm
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LESSON STAGES 
 

 
A  Stimulate student interest in text 
Generate interest about today's topic by asking them to think of an animal. Ask them to 
write the name of the animal on an adhesive label, sticky note or piece of paper, but tell 
them that they must not show anyone what they have written. Once all students have 
written something down, ask them to pin/stick it onto the back of another classmate.  
 
Once all students have an animal 'identity', students can look at all the different animals 
without telling their classmates who they are. In pairs, the students must try to guess their 
own identity by asking closed questions (questions that must be answered with 'yes' or 'no') 
until they guess which animal they are. If students are struggling, suggest that they could 
ask questions about location (Do I come from Africa?), about habits (Do I eat other 
animals? Can I run fast?) or about appearance (Am I green? Do I have feathers?). 
 
Stop the activity after 10 minutes. Ask if the students have seen all the animals mentioned 
in class. Ask if all the animals mentioned are found in their own country. Ask where they 
saw the animals, or where they might be able to see animals. Elicit 'zoo' or 'safari park'. 
 
B  Pre-teach essential vocabulary 
Elicit/present key vocabulary that students need either to understand the key points in the 
text or to understand and/or answer any questions that you'll set them later in the lesson. 
The vocabulary is from Words in the News (so you can elicit the vocabulary by using the 
explanations provided online or below).   
 
You could either pre-teach the vocabulary at this stage of the lesson or you could use the 
vocabulary building activity from further down in this lesson plan. Have students working 
together in small groups and ask them to try to match the vocabulary with the definitions.  
 
Encourage them to work with the other groups to pool their knowledge. When they have 
done as much as they can, if they have dictionaries, ask them to look up the words to check 
their answers and to find out the definitions of any words they are not sure of. If they don't 
have dictionaries, check their answers and give them help with any words they aren't sure 
of. 
 
Whichever method you use to elicit/present the vocabulary, you should then model it (say 
it clearly, highlighting the word stress) and get them to repeat the words after you. 
 
debut 
first appearance  
 
enclosure 
(here) place where animals are kept 
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spokesperson 
the worker who represents the organisation when speaking to journalists 
 
in the wild 
living in their natural environment 
 
curator 
person who is in charge of a collection of (here) animals 
 
mammals 
animals which have hair or fur and are fed by milk when they are young 
 
coming along 
developing, making progress 
 
track record 
history of achievements or successes 
 
fold 
group or community 
 
calf 
young large mammal (usually cow) 
 
C  Written record of vocabulary 
Write the words on the board, eliciting spelling as you write. Elicit and show the word 
stress of each item and word class, if appropriate. 
Give students some time to copy the boardwork into their notebooks. 
 
Boardwork: 
debut 
 
enclosure 
 
spokesperson 
 
in the wild 
 
curator 
 
mammals 
 
coming along 
 
track record 
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fold 
 
calf 
 
D  Set global questions.  
Tell the students they are going to read a text which is about a new arrival at the zoo. 
Put these questions on the board: 
 
1. Who is Molly? 
2. Where do wild Rothschild giraffes still live? 
3.  How do you think the staff at the zoo feel this week? 
 
Students read text the first time.  
Give them a time limit (1 - 2 minutes) to read the text quickly to find the answer to the first 
2 questions. They do not need to understand the details for each topic. 
 
E  Check answers 
Elicit students' answers and tick the correct answers on the board. Invite comments in 
response to the third question. 
 
The answers are:  
1 – Molly is the new baby giraffe born at Chester zoo this week. Students may also 
provide the following information: she was 11 stone (70kg) when she was born. 
2 – Wild Rothschild giraffes still live in Uganda and Kenya (in Africa). 
3 – Invite students to give and justify their opinions; the curator says 'delighted' twice in 
paragraph 2. In paragraph 3, we discover that Molly is the first giraffe to be born at the zoo 
and that a baby elephant has also been born this week. 
 
F  Set specific information questions 
Hand out Worksheet 1 or use the online quiz. Students complete the worksheet to help 
them understand the text in more detail. Give them a time limit (5 - 6 minutes) to read the 
text a second time in more detail and to answer the questions.   
 
G  Check answers 
Elicit True or False answers. Direct attention to a particular paragraph if an answer is 
wrong to try to elicit the correct answer (see worksheet 1 and answer key). 
 
H  Vocabulary consolidation/building  
Students do the vocabulary matching exercise (worksheet 2 that you cut up before the 
lesson): in small groups they match the correct word with the right definition. 
 
I  Check answers  
Elicit answers. If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer. 
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J  Grammar focus: review of tenses 
Ask students if they can remember which tenses were used in the article without looking at 
it. Write the students' suggestions on the board, and then ask them to check back in text. 
After 5 minutes, stop the activity. Give feedback to the whole class by looking at each 
suggestion on the board and ticking the tenses which appear in the text. 
 
Paragraph1: 'the baby female…was born' (simple past passive) 
                     'has been named' (present perfect passive) 
          'made her debut' (simple past) 
                     'was walking' (past continuous or imperfect) 
                     'said' (simple past) 
Paragraph 2: 'there are' (present simple) 
        'said' (simple past) 
        'she is coming along' (present continuous) 
                      'we are delighted' (present simple) 
                      'the zoo has' (present simple) 
                      'when it comes to' (present simple) 
        'we are delighted' (present simple) 
Paragraph 3: 'Molly is' (present simple) 
                      'her birth came' (simple past) 
                      'the baby elephant is to be named' (present simple with future meaning plus  
                       passive infinitive) 
 
For more advanced students, ask students to discuss why a particular tense has been used. 
 
Tense review: in English journalistic writing, a range of tenses are used. The tense is often 
chosen to make the style more vivid and readable. There are strict rules for certain tenses, 
although others may be selected to allow a journalist to explain the order of events in a few 
sentences. 
 
Present simple tense. In addition to expressing feelings which occur now ('we are 
delighted' para. 2), the present tense may be used for facts ('the zoo has a good track 
record' para. 2, 'Molly is the first…' para. 3) or when there is a future meaning ('the baby 
elephant is to be named'). 
 
Present continuous. The continuous or progressive indicates an activity which is in 
progress. In paragraph 2 "she is coming along very well" indicates that Molly is 
developing and progressing. 
 
Simple past. This tense is usually used to report something which started and stopped in 
the past, usually a single event. In the text there are several examples: 'he said' (paragraph 
1 and 2), 'she made her debut' (para. 2) and 'her birth came…' (para. 3) are examples of a 
single event which happened once in the past. Remember too, that many of the most 
common simple past tenses are irregular: make-made, take-took, say-said, come-came. 
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Simple past continuous. This tense is used when an action is in progress for a period of 
time in the past. In paragraph 2 '… and was walking around her enclosure within half an 
hour' gives the sense that the giraffe started to walk very soon after birth. If the simple past 
was used here, '…and walked around her enclosure', it would seem as if the giraffe walked 
around once and then stopped. 
 
Simple past passive. There is only one example of the simple past passive in this text 'she 
was born'. This is used to draw attention to the object of the sentence – the baby giraffe, 
Molly.  The form of the simple past passive is the simple past of 'is' + past participle. 
 
Present perfect passive. Often in journalism, the passive is used when there is an agent – 
someone who performs an action. In the example 'the baby female…has been named 
Molly by Chester zoo staff', it is the staff who 'acted' by naming the elephant. The agent is 
marked with the preposition 'by'. The present perfect is used when there is a strong 
connection between past and present. Here, 'naming' occurred in the very recent past, but 
the name still exists now. The form of the present perfect passive is present perfect of 'is' 
or 'have' + past participle.  
 
Hand out Worksheet 3 which reviews the present and past tenses which appear in the text. 
In exercise 1, the students should correct the mistakes in tenses, in exercise 2, there is 
some revision of past participles and in exercise 3 they should practice the passive voice 
with an agent.  
 
K  Check answers  
If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer (see worksheet 
3 and answer key). 
 
L  Follow-up activity: Speaking – chair debate 
Tell students they are going to have a debate. To prepare for this, ask them to get into pairs 
and to draw a line down the middle of their page. They should write 'for' at the top of one 
column and 'against' at the top of the other. 
 
Write the following motion on the board: 'this house believes that zoos are a waste of 
national resources and should be closed down'. Tell students that they are going to start by 
thinking of five points 'for' and five points 'against' the motion with their partner.  
 
Points 'for' could include:  

- zoos are expensive to run and rarely receive enough visitors 
- some people say that they are cruel to animals as the enclosures are very small  
- animals are not healthy as they are outside their natural environment  
- money could be used for greater benefit in the home countries of the animals 
- with the internet, we don’t need to see live wild animals; pictures and videos are 

good enough 
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Points 'against' could include:  
- zoos give people a chance to learn about the animal kingdom 
- zoos can teach why protecting the environment is so important;  
- zoos provide a wonderful research opportunity  
- many zoos also provide rehabilitation 
- nowadays zoos do their best to recreate the natural environment and provide a large 

enclosure for the animals to exercise 
- endangered animals have a safe environment in which to breed. 

 
After 5 minutes, elicit some of the responses onto the board. 
 
Then divide the students into two groups and give them 5-20 minutes to prepare for the 
debate. Remind the students that they will need to think of the opposition’s arguments so 
that they can be ready with a reply.  
 
While students are preparing, set aside an area with four chairs facing inwards in a cross 
shape, so there are two pairs of chairs facing one another. After 15-20 minutes, tell the 
students to stop preparing, and ask all to form a circle around the chairs. Tell the students 
that ONLY the people sitting in the chairs (two 'for' and two 'against') can speak. All other 
students must listen. If a student who is listening wants to add a point, they must gently tap 
one of the seated students on the arm and swap positions. Encourage all students to speak 
at some point during the debate. After 10 minutes, stop the debate. 
 
If you wish to give homework, you could ask the students to prepare a discursive essay on 
the same topic. 
 
M  Feedback 
Give praise for content and show your interest in the different views expressed. 
Give praise for correct language. 
Give feedback on incorrect language you heard.
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
 

 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

Are the following sentences true or false? 

1.  Molly was born on December 13th. 
 

 T/F 

2.  The baby giraffe started walking before she was 30 minutes old.   
 

 T/F 

3.  Molly weighed 11kg when she was born. 
 

 T/F 

4.  The curator at the zoo is very worried about her development. 
 

 T/F 

5.  Molly was not the only baby animal born at the zoo this week. 
 

 T/F 

6.  The baby elephant didn't have a name in November. 
 

 T/F 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 2 
 

 
VOCABULARY 
 
Match these words and phrases to their definitions. 
 
 
1. 

 
debut 
 

 
A. 

 
developing or making progress 
 

 
2. 

 
enclosure 
 

 
B. 

 
living in their natural environment 
 

 
3. 

 
spokesperson 
 

 
C. 

 
history of achievements or successes 
 

 
4. 

 
in the wild 
 

 
D. 

 
first appearance 

 
5. 

 
curator 
 

 
E. 

 
group or community 
 

 
6. 

 
mammals 
 

 
F. 

 
the worker who represents the organisation when 
speaking to journalists 

 
7. 

 
coming along 
 

 
G. 

 
animals which have hair or fur and are fed by milk 
when they are young 
 

 
8. 

 
track record 
 

 
H. 

 
person who is in charge of a collection of (here) 
animals 
 

 
9. 

 
fold 
 

 
I. 

 
young large mammal (usually cow) 

 
10. 

 
calf 
 

 
J. 

 
(here) place where animals are kept 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 3  

 
 

GRAMMAR FOCUS – Review of tenses 

Exercise 1: Correct the mistakes in tenses in the following sentences. 
 
1. The plane is arriving yesterday at 9pm. By 10pm the President is having dinner. 
 
2. We go to the beach every year until 2001. 
 
3. She cooked food when her sister phones to tell her the good news. 
 
Exercise 2: Rewrite the following sentences into the simple past. 
 
1.   He reads the newspaper every night until 9.30pm 
 
2.  They bring lots of food to the picnic. 
 
3.   I think we should go to the museum before the holidays are over. 
 
4. We work from home whenever the boss lets us 
 
Exercise 3: Start sentences using the passive voice to fit the following endings. 
 
1. ____________________________________________________________ by her sister. 
 
2. _____________________________________________________________by the lion. 
 
3. _____________________________________________________________ by chance. 
 
4. __________________________________________________________ by the teacher. 
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ANSWER KEY 
 

 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
 
1.  False – Paragraph 1 of the written text says, 'who was born on 13 November'   
 
2.  True – Paragraph 1 says, 'Molly…was walking… within half an hour…' 
 
3.  False – Paragraph 1 says, 'weighing 11stone (73kg)…' 
  
4.  False – In paragraph 2, the curator says "She is coming along very well and we are 
delighted with her progress." 
 
5.   True – Para. 3 says, '…her birth came…a day after the birth of an… elephant calf'. 
 
6.   True – Paragraph 3 says 'the baby elephant is to be named...in December'. 
 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 2 
 
1. D     2. J     3. F     4. B     5. H    
6.  G     7. A     8. C     9. E     10. I 
  
STUDENT WORKSHEET 3 
 
Exercise 1: Correct the mistakes in tenses in the following sentences. 
 
1. The plane arrived yesterday at 9pm. By 10pm the President was having dinner. 
 
2. We went to the beach every year until 2001. 
 
3. She was cooking food when her sister phoned to tell her the good news. 
 
Exercise 2: Transform the following sentences into the simple past. 
 
1.   He read the newspaper every night until 9.30pm 
 
2.  They brought lots of food to the picnic. 
 
3.   I thought we should go to the museum before the holidays were/are over.  
 
4. We worked from home whenever the boss let us. 
 
 
Exercise 3: Accept any answers which use the passive accurately and appropriately 


