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Level:     Intermediate and above 
 
Topic:     Japan wants to be allowed to start commercial whaling despite opposition  

from environmentalists. 
 
Language:   Vocabulary of a news report 
          
Aims:     Reading skills      –  Understanding a short news report  
       Language skills      –  Text cohesion: substitution using pronouns   
          Writing skills      –   Text presenting a viewpoint of an issue  

Reading skills       –   Reading student work  
   

Materials:   Worksheet 1      –  Comprehension questions  
       Worksheet 2      – Vocabulary matching task  

Worksheet 3  –  Grammar/language focus – substitution 
     News story       –  Available online at: 

 
 
Preparation: Before the lesson, make enough copies of worksheet 2 so that there is one 

worksheet for every 4 – 5 students. Cut up the vocabulary and explanations, 
to make a matching exercise. Students also need one copy each of 
worksheets 1 and 3.    
 
You may also choose to bring in some photos of endangered species. 
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LESSON STAGES 
 

 
A  Stimulate student interest in text 
Generate interest about today’s topic by telling the students that they have to name as 
many animals as they can in 1 minute. Before they start shouting names out to you, draw a 
large circle on the board; as students shout answers, write them on the board, but make 
sure any endangered animals (such as a whale, panda, rhino, tiger, turtle, orang utan, 
gorilla, polar bear, snow leopard and elephant) are written inside the circle. You may want 
to have some pictures of animals to assist in eliciting names. Students may be able to 
describe an animal even if they don’t know the name, so encourage class to help.  
 
Stop the activity after one minute, then ask students why some animal names are inside the 
circle. Try to elicit ‘endangered animals’. 
 
Ask students if it is easy or acceptable to buy or sell the endangered and elicit reasons for 
why or why not. Ask students if it is legal to buy or sell endangered animals in their 
country. Let the discussion develop naturally, but steer students towards listing some 
points ‘for’ and ‘against’ the sale of endangered animals. Ask students if they can think of 
anyone who might find these rules unfair, perhaps they can give examples of people who 
trade in endangered animals to earn money. Ask if this happens in their culture.  
 
B  Pre-teach essential vocabulary 
Elicit/present key vocabulary that students need either to understand the key points in the 
text or to understand and/or answer any questions that you'll set them later in the lesson. 
The vocabulary is from Words in the News (so you can elicit the vocabulary by using the 
explanations provided online or below).   
 
You could either pre-teach the vocabulary at this stage of the lesson or you could use the 
vocabulary building activity from further down in this lesson plan. Have students working 
together in small groups and ask them to try to match the vocabulary with the definitions.  
 
Encourage them to work with the other groups to pool their knowledge. When they have 
done as much as they can, if they have dictionaries, ask them to look up the words to check 
their answers and to find out the definitions of any words they are not sure of. If they don't 
have dictionaries, check their answers and give them help with any words they aren't sure 
of. 
 
Whichever method you use to elicit/present the vocabulary, you should then model it (say 
it clearly, highlighting the word stress) and get them to repeat the words after you. 
 
strongly opposed to 
completely against something (usually a policy or a decision) 
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commercial whaling 
catching whales to sell for a profit 
 
catch 
here, all the fish that have been brought back from one fishing trip  
 
proceeds 
profit, money made from selling something 
 
bureaucrats 
people who work in offices and are involved in (usually government) organisation and 
administration – they may make policies and carry out paperwork, but don’t usually get 
involved in direct action  
 
intense lobbying 
trying very hard to persuade an individual or a group to change their actions. This phrase is 
usually used in the context of government organisations 
 
a small but vocal minority 
a low percentage of people who make their views known by big or dramatic actions and 
lots of publicity 
 
opinion polls 
surveys which ask for people’s views on a subject 
 
fuss 
attention, noisy complaint or protest, very many people examining a problem  
 
plentiful 
there is no shortage of something, not at risk of running out or (here) becoming extinct 
 
 
C  Written record of vocabulary 
Write the words on the board, eliciting spelling as you write. Elicit and show the word 
stress of each item and word class, if appropriate. 
Give students some time to copy the boardwork into their notebooks. 
 
Boardwork: 
 
strongly opposed 
 
commercial whaling 
 
catch 
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proceeds 
 
bureaucrats 
 
intense lobbying 
 
a small but vocal minority 
 
opinion polls 
 
fuss 
 
plentiful 
 
 
D  Set global questions.  
Tell the students they are going to read a text which is about whaling in Japan. 
Put these questions on the board: 
 
1. How does Japan feel about the ban on commercial whaling? 
2. Why should Japan feel bolder (more confident) this year? 
3. What do you think ordinary Japanese people think about whaling? 
 
Students read text the first time.  
Give them a time limit (1 - 2 minutes) to read the text quickly to find the answer to the first 
2 questions. They do not need to understand the details for each topic. 
 
E  Check answers 
Elicit students' answers and tick the correct answers on the board. Invite comments in 
response to the third question. 
 
The answers are:  
1 – Japan is strongly opposed to the ban on commercial whaling. 
2 – Other nations are showing support for commercial whaling. Iceland has started 
commercial whaling again recently. 
3 – Invite students to give and justify their opinions – the text mentions two different 
views: “Japanese people rarely eat whale meat and don’t support whaling” (para 2) and 
“many Japanese don’t understand what all the fuss is about” (para 3). 
 
F  Set specific information questions 
Hand out Worksheet 1 or use the online quiz. Students complete the worksheet to help 
them understand the text in more detail. Give them a time limit (5 - 6 minutes) to read the 
text a second time in more detail and to answer the questions.   
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G  Check answers 
Elicit True or False answers. Direct attention to a particular paragraph if an answer is 
wrong to try to elicit the correct answer (see worksheet 1 and answer key). 
 
H  Vocabulary consolidation/building  
Students do the vocabulary matching exercise (worksheet 2 that you cut up before the 
lesson): in small groups they match the correct word with the right definition. 
 
I  Check answers  
Elicit answers. If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer. 
 
J  Grammar focus: text cohesion (pronouns in anaphoric/backwards referencing) 
Ask students to guess how many times the word ‘it’ or ‘its’ was used in the article. Allow 
them to check the article.  
 
There are seven examples: 
Paragraph 1: “It says it hunts whales so that its scientists…” 
Paragraph 3: “The stocks, it says, are relatively plentiful. It will also try…” 
Paragraph 4: “…it persuaded a majority…” and “…another of its allies, Iceland…” 
 
Ask what the first ‘it’ means. (Japan)  
 
Ask why they think the author substituted Japan with ‘it’ three times in that sentence. Ask 
them to 'undo' the substitution: “Japan says Japan hunts whales so that Japan’s scientists 
can measure…” Elicit that saying Japan three times sounds repetitive or clumsy. 
 
Backwards referencing by substitution with pronouns is used to avoid using the same word 
repeatedly. It is called ‘backward referencing’ because the pronoun refers to a noun which 
occurred earlier in the text. The subject of a sentence or clause may be replaced with an 
appropriate pronoun (he, she, it, they, this, etc.) if the subject of the previous sentence or a 
previous clause is the same. The object of a sentence can also be replaced with a pronoun 
(him, her, it, them, this, that, etc.). Sometimes the replacement will be a possessive 
pronoun such as his, her, or their etc.  
 
Backwards referencing is considered good style in written English because it improves the 
cohesion or the flow of the text. The following sentences are thought to be very awkward 
both spoken and written English: 
 
‘John is from Nigeria. John is 15 years old. John is very good at mathematics.’ 
‘I have worked outdoors for ten years. Working outdoors means I am much healthier than 
my friends who spend all day in an office. My friends who work in an office all wish they 
had my job’ 
 
Using an appropriate pronoun makes the sentences flow better. 
‘John is from Nigeria. He is 15 years old. He is very good at mathematics. 
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‘I have worked outdoors for ten years. This means I am much healthier than my friends 
who spend all day in an office. They all wish they had my job’ 
 
Ask students what the remaining examples of ‘it’ replace in paragraphs 3 and 4. (Japan) 
 
Ask students to find more pronouns which are used as a replacement for a noun in the text.  
Paragraph 1: 'their feeding and breeding habits’ refers to populations of whales. 
Paragraph 2: ‘this is a scientific study’ refers to ‘the research programme’ – in the last 
sentence in paragraph 1. 
Paragraph 2:  ‘They say politicians…’, and ‘They quote…’ refers to environmentalists. 
 
Hand out Worksheet 3 which focuses on pronoun substitution. Tell students to rewrite the 
sentences using appropriate substitutions.   
 
K  Check answers  
If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer (see worksheet 
3 and answer key). 
 
L  Follow-up activity: Descriptive Writing/ Reading   
Tell students they are going to write two or three paragraphs describing the whaling issue 
in Japan. They can choose to write from the point of view of one of the following: a 
Japanese fisherman who goes whaling, an environmentalist, an ordinary Japanese citizen 
or even a whale. Tell the students not to write which character they are, so afterwards, 
other students can look at the paragraphs to guess who wrote it. Set a time limit for 
writing. Tell students to use information both from the text and their imagination, and 
encourage them to practice substitution using pronouns.  
 
When the descriptions are finished, write a large number on each, and spread around the 
room, either on walls or tables. Give students 2 minutes to read each description before 
writing down their ‘guess’ for which character wrote the text and then moving to the next 
letter.  
 
When all students have seen all the letters, ask them to compare their guesses. Ask the 
author of each text (the student) to reveal which character he/she was, and see which 
students got the most correct. Ask students to identify language in student texts which 
helped them identify the viewpoint. Where they weren’t sure of the author’s view, 
encourage peer feedback.  
 
M  Feedback 
Give praise for content and show your interest in the different views expressed. 
Give praise for correct language. 
Give feedback on incorrect language you saw. You could write some example phrases or 
sentences on the board and elicit from students which ones are correct and which ones are 
wrong and why. 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
 

 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

Are the following sentences true or false? 

1.  Making a profit from selling whale-meat was banned 20 years ago. 
 

 T/F 

2.  Environmentalists think all the money made from whaling in Japan is 
used for research on whales. 

 

 T/F 

3.  Opinion polls say that Japanese people love to eat whale meat. 
 

 T/F 

4.  There are more minke whales are than fin whales. 
 

 T/F 

5.  The IWC allows the killing of fin whales. 
 

 T/F 

6.  Iceland supports commercial whaling in Japan.  
 

 T/F 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 2 
 

 
VOCABULARY 
Match these words and phrases to their definitions. 
 
 
1. 

 
strongly opposed 
 

 
A. 

 
trying very hard to persuade an individual or a 
group to change their actions. 
 

 
2. 

 
commercial whaling 
 

 
B. 

 
there is no shortage of something, not at risk of 
running out or (here) becoming extinct. 
 

 
3. 

 
catch 
 

 
C. 

 
people who work in offices and are involved in 
(usually government) organisation and 
administration – they may make policies and carry 
out paperwork, but don’t usually get involved in 
direct action  
 

 
4. 

 
proceeds 
 

 
D. 

 
a low percentage of people who make their views 
known by big actions and lots of publicity 
 

 
5. 

 
bureaucrats 
 

 
E. 

 
profit, money made from selling something 
 

 
6. 

 
intense lobbying 
 

 
F. 

 
completely against something (usually a policy or a 
decision) 
 

 
7. 

 
small but vocal 
minority 
 

 
G. 

 
attention, noisy complaint or protest, very many 
people examining a problem  
 

 
8. 

 
opinion polls 
 

 
H. 

 
here, all the fish that have been brought back from 
one fishing trip  
 

 
9. 

 
fuss 
 

 
I. 

 
catching whales to sell for a profit 
 

 
10.

 
plentiful 

 
J. 

 
surveys which ask for people's views on a subject 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 3  

 
 

GRAMMAR FOCUS – Substituting using pronouns 

Exercise 1: Rewrite the following sentences, making substitutions where appropriate. 
 
1. The picture was on the wall. The picture had been a present from Anna’s grandmother. 
 
2.   The policewoman saw the young man run past the car holding the handbag. The    
  policewoman raced after the young man and when the suspect took a wrong turn,   the 
  policewoman arrested the young man. 
 
3.  John looked at John’s watch. John thought about the day John won the watch and 

smiled. 
 
4.  The camera was the latest in modern technology and was very expensive. Ken was very 

upset when Ken’s sister dropped the camera and Ken needed to repair the camera. 
 
5.  Tim’s parents wanted to sell Tim’s parents’ clock. Selling the clock involved driving to 

the big city where there was a clock shop. 
 
Exercise 2: In each of the following, write down what the pronoun means. 
 
1. The chef tasted the soup to check its flavour. 
 
2. The artist looked at my drawings to see if they were good enough for the exhibition. 
 
3. Sarah is going to paint three rooms in her house. She hopes to have done this by the end 

of the year. 
 
4. Before a visitor pass can be issued, the identity of the person must be verified. This is 

usually done by leaving some form of identification card at the reception. 
 
5. I will not anywhere near the forest at night. I would only go there if you paid me a 

million dollars.  
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ANSWER KEY 
 

 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
1.  True – Paragraph 1 of the written text says, 'a ban on commercial whaling imposed two 
decades ago.' 
 
2.  False – Paragraph 2 says ‘Environmentalists reject the idea that this is a scientific study’ 
 
3.  False – Paragraph 2 says, '…opinion polls suggesting that the majority of Japanese 
people rarely or never eat whale meat…’ 
 
4.  True –  Paragraph 3 says '…minke whales…are relatively plentiful…fin whales… are 
larger and rarer’ 
 
5.  True – Paragraph 3 says, 'The catches are authorised by the IWC’ 
 
6.  True – Paragraph 4 says '…last month another of its allies, Iceland, decided to resume 
commercial whaling…’  
 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 2 
1. F     2. I     3. H     4. E     5. C    
6.  A     7. D     8. J     9. G     10. B 
  
STUDENT WORKSHEET 3 
 
Exercise 1 
1 – The picture was on the wall. It had been a present from Anna’s grandmother. 
 
2 – The policewoman saw the young man run past the car holding the handbag. She raced 
after him and when he took a wrong turn, she arrested him. 
 
3 – John looked at his watch. He thought about the day he won it and smiled. 
 
4 – The camera was the latest in modern technology and was very expensive. Ken was 

very upset when his sister dropped it and he needed to repair it. 
 
5 – Tim’s parents wanted to sell their clock. This involved driving to the big city where 

there was a clock shop. 
 
Exercise 2 
1. – ‘its’ here means ‘the soup’s’. 
 
2. – ‘they’ refers to ‘my drawings’. 
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3. – ‘this’ refers to painting three rooms in Sarah’s house. 
 
4. – ‘This’ means ‘the verification of identity’. 
 
5. – ‘there’ means ‘anywhere near the forest at night’ 
 

 


