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Level:  Intermediate and above 
 
Topic: Ten EU countries told to improve their plans to reduce carbon dioxide 

emissions.  
 
Language: Vocabulary of news report 
          
Aims:  Reading skills   –  Understand a short news report  

Grammar practice       –  Practise using multi-word verbs 
  Speaking skills   –    Take part in a short debate 

  
 

Materials: Worksheet 1 – Comprehension questions  
  Worksheet 2 – Vocabulary matching task  

Worksheet 3 – Grammar/language focus – multi-word verbs with ‘cut’ 
     News story   –  Available online at: 

 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/newsenglish/witn/2006/12/061206_climate.shtml 
 
Preparation: Before the lesson, make enough copies of Worksheet 2 so that there is one 

worksheet for every 4 – 5 students. Cut up the vocabulary and explanations, 
to make a matching exercise. Students also need one copy each of 
Worksheets 1 and 3.    
 

 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/newsenglish/witn/2006/12/061206_climate.shtml
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LESSON STAGES 
 

 
A  Stimulate student interest in the text 
First, generate interest in today’s topic by writing the words ‘climate change’ on the board 
and asking your students if they know what it is, whether this is an issue that concerns 
them, and, if so, why? Do a quick brainstorm to elicit as many examples of the effects of 
climate change as possible.  
 
Then ask the following introductory questions: 
 
Is climate change a reality or just another fashionable crisis created by the media? 
Who is responsible for climate change? 
Can individuals do anything to slow down or reverse climate change? 
 
B  Pre-teach essential vocabulary 
Elicit/present key vocabulary that students need either to understand the key points in the 
text or to understand and/or answer any questions that you'll set them later in the lesson. 
The vocabulary is from Words in the News (so you can elicit the vocabulary by using the 
explanations provided online or below).   
 
You could either pre-teach the vocabulary at this stage of the lesson or you could use the 
vocabulary building activity from further down in this lesson plan. Have students working 
together in small groups and ask them to try to match the vocabulary with the definitions.  
 
Encourage them to work with the other groups to pool their knowledge. When they have 
done as much as they can, if they have dictionaries, ask them to look up the words to check 
their answers and to find out the definitions of any words they are not sure of. If they don't 
have dictionaries, check their answers and give them help with any words they aren't sure 
of. 
 
Whichever method you use to elicit/present the vocabulary, you should then model it (say 
it clearly, highlighting the word stress and pointing out, for example, how the word stress 
of ‘permits’ shifts to the first syllable when the word is a noun.  
 
Other words where the stress shifts in the same way include: ‘import’ (verb) - ‘import’ 
(noun), ‘increase’ (verb) - ‘increase’ (noun), ‘produce’ (verb) - ‘produce’ (noun) and 
‘record’ (verb) - ‘record’ (noun).  Draw their attention to the word ‘halve’, which may be 
unfamiliar to them as a verb meaning to reduce something by half. 
 
in the spotlight 
in the news, being talked about at the moment, receiving a lot of attention right now 
 
allocation 
the amount or quantity of something that an individual or group is allowed to make or have 
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emissions 
waste products given off, or produced, as a result of industrial processes 
 
notably 
particularly, especially 
 
to halve  
to reduce an amount or number by 50% 
 
round 
stage, step 
 
cutting back 
reducing  
 
permits 
official licences which allow somebody (here, countries) to do something (here, produce or 
emit high levels of greenhouse gasses) 
 
contrary to 
the opposite of 
 
of late 
lately, recently  
NB: ‘of late’ is slightly more formal than ‘lately’ 
 
C  Written record of vocabulary 
Write the words on the board, eliciting spelling and checking pronunciation as you write. 
Elicit and show the word stress of each item and word class, if appropriate. Draw attention 
to the word stress in ‘permits’ and how the stress shifts to the second syllable when the 
word is a verb (i.e. permits). 
Give students some time to copy the boardwork into their notebooks. 
 
Boardwork: 
 
in the spotlight 
 
allocation 
 
emissions 
 
notably 
 
to halve  
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round 
cutting back 
 
permits 
 
contrary to 
 
of late 
 
D  Set global questions.  
Tell the students they are going to read a text about climate change and carbon dioxide 
emissions in Europe. 
Put these questions on the board: 
 
1. By how much will Latvia and Lithuania need to cut their emissions of CO2? 
2. By how much will Europe, as a whole, need to reduce CO2 emissions? 
3. Is the ‘cap and trade’ system working? 
 
Students read text for the first time.  
Give them a time limit (2 - 3 minutes) to read the text quickly to find the answer to the first 
2 questions. They do not need to understand every word of the text or detail of the topic. 
 
E  Check answers 
Elicit students' answers and write the first two correct answers on the board. Invite 
comments in response to the third question. 
 
The answers are:  
1 – By 50%.  They will need to halve their emissions. 
2 – By 7%. 
3 – Not really, because many EU countries set their targets too low. Invite students to 
explain the weaknesses of the system in their own words.  Ask for their opinions on the 
effectiveness of so-called carbon trading.   
 
F  Set specific information questions 
Hand out Worksheet 1 or use the online quiz. Students complete the worksheet to help 
them understand the text in more detail. Give them a time limit (5 - 6 minutes) to read the 
text a second time in more detail and to answer the questions.   
 
G  Check answers 
Elicit True or False answers. Direct their attention to a particular paragraph if an answer is 
wrong, to try to elicit the correct answer (see Worksheet 1 and Answer Key). 
 
H  Vocabulary consolidation/building  
Students do the vocabulary matching exercise (Worksheet 2 can be cut up before the 
lesson): in small groups they match each word or expression with the correct definition. 
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I  Check answers  
Elicit answers. If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer. 
 
J  Grammar focus: practise using multi-word verbs  
Multi-word verbs (also known as phrasal verbs) are common in English. The correct and 
appropriate use of multi-word verbs allows English speakers to choose the right level of 
formality for particular occasions and situations. Because multi-word verbs are often used 
to lower the level of formality, they tend to be used more often, and more safely and 
effectively, in spoken (conversational) English, and less often in written English. They 
should not be over-used, however, or you risk being thought too informal.  
 
It would be unusual and inappropriate to use multi-word verbs throughout a serious news 
report on a topic such as climate change. The text does, however, contain the multi-word 
verb ‘cutting back’ (paragraph 2), which means reducing or using or producing less of 
something. Multi-word verbs typically combine a verb and one or sometimes two 
prepositions. The normal meaning of the verb is changed or extended. For example, the 
normal meaning of ‘to cut’ is modified in the multi-word verb ‘to cut back on’. 
 
Ask students to find 2 examples of the use of the word 'cut' in the text. They are: 
Paragraph 1: '… the EU's proposal to cut carbon dioxide emissions…' 
Paragraph 2: '… Europe's way of cutting back on gasses…' 
 
Have a brief discussion on the grammar, meaning and level of formality of the 2 examples: 
establish that cut back on is a phrasal verb, it is made of a verb + 2 particles, it has a semi-
idiomatic meaning which is related to the real meaning of the word 'cut' and that multi-
word verbs are less common in quality newspaper reports (although they may be seen 
more frequently in tabloids). NB: 'Cut' is also used idiomatically in the first example. 
 
Then write the following three multi-word verbs on the board: 
 
to put out 
to give off 
to kick off 
 
Ask your students to suggest the infinitives of three verbs in paragraph 2 which have 
similar meanings to these three multi-word verbs. 
 
The answers are: 
to put out - ‘to publish’ (‘publishing’) 
to give off - ‘to emit’ (‘emitted’) 
to kick off -  ‘to start’ (‘started’) 
 
Briefly discuss the effect of substituting the multi-word verb ‘to kick off’ for ‘to start’. 
 
Hand out Worksheet 3 which focuses on multi-word verbs with ‘cut’.  
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K  Check answers  
If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer (see Worksheet 
3 and Answer Key). 
 
L  Follow-up activities: Take part in a short debate  
Tell the students they are going to take part in a short debate on climate change. The title 
of the debate is: ‘Climate change – trivia or truth?’ You may need to explain ‘trivia’, 
which means unimportant facts often used for entertainment. Divide the class into two 
equal groups, A and B. To prepare for the debate, students in group A have to agree the 
most powerful arguments they can think of for dealing with the problem of climate change. 
Students in group B have to agree the strongest arguments they can think of for 
discrediting the concept of climate change. You may need to remind your students that in a 
classroom debate they will sometimes have to argue for something they do not themselves 
actually believe. Give the groups 5 minutes for this activity. 
 
Then ask the groups to organise their arguments into notes: each group will nominate 3 
students, each of whom will give a one-minute speech on one or more aspects of their 
arguments. The students should not repeat the points made by the other speakers from their 
group. Give them no more than 5 minutes for this. 
 
Now ask each group to select three of its members to speak in the debate. Act as 
Chairperson unless you have a student who would be particularly effective in the role. Ask 
the rest of the class to sit as the audience. They should take notes. Invite the first speaker 
from group A to speak for one minute only.  Tell them you will only allow them to speak 
for one minute.  The next speaker is the first from group B, then the second from group A 
followed by the second from group B, and finally the last speaker from group A should be 
followed by the last speaker from group B. Be very strict about timing. You or your 
chairperson can then, very briefly, sum up the arguments which have been presented 
before asking the rest of the class to vote on which group presented the most persuasive 
case. 
 
M  Feedback 
Allow enough time after the debate for your students to ask general language questions  
from their notes and for you to go through any language teaching points you noted down. 
Pay particular attention to pronunciation, stress and clarity of articulation. Give praise for 
interesting and innovative content and show particular interest in the different views 
expressed. Give praise for correct language (including pronunciation) and feedback on any 
incorrect language you heard. Write some example phrases or sentences on the board and 
elicit from students which ones are correct and which ones are wrong and why. 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
 

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

Are the following sentences true or false? 

 

1.  Ten EU countries need to reduce the amount of carbon dioxide they 
plan to emit. 

 

     

T/F 
 

2. Latvia and Lithuania have to reduce their carbon dioxide emissions by 
50%. 

 

     

T/F 
 

3. 
 
Britain also has to reduce the amount of carbon dioxide it allows its 
industry to emit. 
 

 

     

T/F 
  
4. The EU Emissions Trading Scheme is designed to reduce climate 

change gasses. 

 

     

T/F 
 

5. The ‘cap and trade’ system allows EU countries to emit more carbon 
dioxide. 

 

     

T/F 
 

6. 
 
Some EU countries allow their industries to emit too much carbon 
dioxide. 
 

 

T/F 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 2 
 

VOCABULARY 
 
Match these words and phrases to their definitions. 
 
 
1. 

 
in the spotlight 

 
A. 

 
waste products given off, or produced, as a result of 
industrial processes 
 

 
2. 

 
allocation 

 
B. 

 
reducing 

 
3. 

 
emissions 

 
C. 

 
the amount or quantity of something that an 
individual or group is allowed to make or have 
 

 
4. 

 
notably 

 
D. 

 
the opposite of 
 

 
5. 

 
to halve  
  

 
E. 

 
in the news, being talked about at the moment, 
receiving a lot of attention right now 
 

 
6. 

 
round 

 
F. 

 
particularly, especially 
 

 
7. 

 
cutting back 
 

 
G. 

 
lately, recently 
 

 
8. 

 
permits 
 

 
H. 

 
to reduce an amount or number by 50% 
 

 
9. 

 
contrary to 
 

 
I. 

 
stage, step 
 

 
10.

 
of late 
 

 
J. 

 
official licences which allow somebody (here, 
countries) to do something (here, produce or emit 
high levels of greenhouse gasses) 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 3  

 
GRAMMAR FOCUS – Multi-word verbs with ‘cut’ 

Rewrite the following sentences.  Replace the verbs in bold text with a correct  
multi-word verb from the list below.  Note that some multi-word verbs are used 
more than once.  
 
Multi-word verbs:  cut in  cut into cut through  cut up   
   cut out (2)  cut down (2)  cut off (2) 
 
 
1. The electricity company disconnected the power supply when the woman refused to 
pay her bill. 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________  
 
2. If you want to lose weight, you’ll have to stop eating chocolate. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. She couldn’t stop smoking altogether, but she did try to reduce the number of 
cigarettes she smoked every day. 
________________________________________________________________________   
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. The two countries discontinued diplomatic relations when the war started. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. During the four-hour operation, the surgeon removed the cancerous tumour. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
6. We divided my birthday cake into twelve pieces so everyone could have some. 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7. The bamboo was too thick to penetrate with an axe. 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
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8. I’m sorry to interrupt like this, but I completely disagree with everything you’ve said. 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
9. I couldn’t really afford to buy the car, but I decided to spend some of my savings. 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
10. The business has not been very profitable this year so we’re going to have to reduce 
the number of people we employ. 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
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ANSWER KEY 

 
 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
1. True – Paragraph 1 says that ten EU countries will have to revise their plans ‘in order 
to meet the EU’s proposal to cut carbon dioxide emissions’. 
 
2. True – Paragraph 1 says that Latvia and Lithuania ‘will need to halve’ the amounts 
emitted under ‘the limits they set’. 
 
3. False – Paragraph 1 says that ‘Britain was the only country whose CO2 targets were 
acceptable’. 
 
4. True – Paragraph 2 says that the scheme ‘is Europe’s way of cutting back on gasses 
which are linked to climate change’. 
 
5. False – Paragraph 3 says that the system allows countries to buy and sell emissions 
permits depending on whether they have met their target or not. 
 
6. True – Paragraph 3 says that ‘many EU countries have been over-generous with how 
much CO2 they permitted their industries to emit’. 
 
 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 2 
1. E  2. C  3. A  4. F  5. H 
   
6.I   7. B   8.J   9. D  10. G  
   
 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 3 
1. cut off 2. cut out 3. cut down 4. cut off 5. cut out 
 
6. cut up 7.cut through 8.cut in 9.cut into 
 
10.cut down 


