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Level:  Intermediate and above 
 
Topic: Former dictator of Chile admits responsibility for human rights abuses.  
 
Language: Vocabulary of news report 
          
Aims:  Reading skills   –  Understand a short news report  

Grammar practice       –  Practise using direct and indirect speech 
  Speaking skills   –    Take part in a role-play 

  
 

Materials: Worksheet 1 – Comprehension questions  
  Worksheet 2 – Vocabulary matching task  

Worksheet 3 – Grammar/language focus – direct and indirect speech 
     News story   –  Available online at: 

 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/newsenglish/witn/2006/11/061128_pinochet.shtml 
 
Preparation: Before the lesson, make enough copies of Worksheet 2 so that there is one 

worksheet for every 4 – 5 students. Cut up the vocabulary and explanations, 
to make a matching exercise. Students also need one copy each of 
Worksheets 1 and 3.    
 

 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/newsenglish/witn/2006/11/061128_pinochet.shtml
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LESSON STAGES 
 

 
A  Stimulate student interest in the text 
Generate interest in today’s topic by writing the word ‘dictator’ on the board and briefly 
discussing its meaning.  Ask students for examples from world politics. Suggested 
questions and tasks for brief pair or small group work: 
 
What do these people (all men?) have in common? 
Are they all historical figures or are some living today? 
When does a ‘strong leader’ become a dictator? 
What, if anything, is wrong with dictatorship? 
Are there any social or political conditions when a dictatorship is necessary or can be 
justified? 
 
B  Pre-teach essential vocabulary 
Elicit/present key vocabulary that students need either to understand the key points in the 
text or to understand and/or answer any questions that you'll set them later in the lesson. 
The vocabulary is from Words in the News (so you can elicit the vocabulary by using the 
explanations provided online or below).   
 
You could either pre-teach the vocabulary at this stage of the lesson or you could use the 
vocabulary building activity from further down in this lesson plan. Have students working 
together in small groups and ask them to try to match the vocabulary with the definitions.  
 
Encourage them to work with the other groups to pool their knowledge. When they have 
done as much as they can, if they have dictionaries, ask them to look up the words to check 
their answers and to find out the definitions of any words they are not sure of. If they don't 
have dictionaries, check their answers and give them help. 
 
Whichever method you use to elicit/present the vocabulary, you should then model it (say 
it clearly, highlighting the word stress and pointing out, for example, the silent ‘p’ in 
‘coup’ and the silent ‘c’ in ‘indictment’) and get them to repeat the words after you. 
 
took political responsibility for 
accepted that he was to blame 
 
harboured no rancour against 
did not continue to feel strong hatred 
NB: ‘rancour’ is a rather formal word 
 
turmoil 
disorder and confusion 
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coup 
sudden action that's taken to seize political power in a country 
 
fled the country 
ran away from the country 
 
stepping down 
resigning from office, leaving his job 
 
under indictment 
currently charged with a crime 
 
criminal suits pending 
court cases waiting to start 
 
filed by 
officially presented 
 
citing 
giving as a reason 
 
C  Written record of vocabulary 
Write the words on the board, eliciting spelling and checking pronunciation as you write. 
Elicit and show the word stress of each item and word class, if appropriate. 
Give students some time to copy the boardwork into their notebooks. 
 
Boardwork: 
 
took political responsibility for… 
 
harboured no rancour against… 
 
turmoil 
 
coup 
 
fled the country 
 
stepping down 
 
under indictment 
 
criminal suits pending 
 
filed by 
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citing 
 
D  Set global questions.  
Tell the students they are going to read a text which is about the former dictator of Chile, 
Augusto Pinochet, and political responsibility. 
Put these questions on the board: 
 
1. How long was Pinochet in power? 
2. When did Pinochet make his statement? 
3. Do you think Pinochet will be imprisoned for his crimes? 
 
Students read text for the first time.  
Give them a time limit (2 - 3 minutes) to read the text quickly to find the answer to the first 
2 questions. They do not need to understand every word of the text or detail of the topic. 
 
E  Check answers 
Elicit students' answers and write the correct answers to the first two questions on the 
board. Invite comments in response to the third question. 
 
The answers are:  
1 – 17 years (from 1973-1990). 
2 – On his ninety-first birthday. 
3 – Very unlikely. Invite students to justify their answers with references to paragraph 4 of 
the report and to express how they feel about the likely outcome of the court cases against 
Pinochet. 
 
F  Set specific information questions 
Hand out Worksheet 1 or use the online quiz. Students complete the worksheet to help 
them understand the text in more detail. Give them a time limit (5 - 6 minutes) to read the 
text a second time in more detail and to answer the questions.   
 
G  Check answers 
Elicit True or False answers. Direct attention to a particular paragraph if an answer is 
wrong, to try to elicit the correct answer (see Worksheet 1 and Answer Key). 
 
H  Vocabulary consolidation/building  
Students do the vocabulary matching exercise (Worksheet 2 can be cut up before the 
lesson): in small groups they match each word or phrase with the correct definition. 
 
I  Check answers  
Elicit answers. If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer. 
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J  Grammar focus: direct and indirect speech 
What someone says can be written as dialogue, usually called direct speech, or it can be 
reported as indirect speech using a report structure instead of the exact words spoken (or 
written). There are two examples of indirect speech in paragraph 1. Ask students to 
identify them and re-write them as direct speech. Remind them of the need for quotation or 
speech marks, i.e. single or double inverted commas to open and close the quotation. 
 
The answers are: 
“I take political responsibility for everything that was done during my military 
dictatorship.” 
“I harbour no rancour against anyone and I accept full political responsibility for what 
happened.” 
 
Indirect or reported speech often moves the tenses back following a past tense reporting 
verb. This is sometimes called 'backshift'. For example, the sentence “I want you to do the 
next exercise” can be re-written, with backshift, as ‘She said that she wanted us to do the 
next exercise’.  
 
The tenses usually shift as follows: 
 
Direct speech    Reported speech 
Present simple    Past simple 
Present continuous   Past continuous 
Present perfect    Past perfect  
Present perfect  continuous  Past perfect continuous 
Past simple     Past perfect 
Past continuous   Past perfect continuous 
Present perfect  continuous  Past perfect continuous 
 
Other changes: 
Going to    Was going to 
Was going to    Had been going to 
Will     Would 
Can      Could 
If     Whether 
 
Pronouns (I, you, he, she, him, we, they) and possessive adjectives (his, her, my etc.) 
change according to the identity of the reporter.  
 
Hand out Worksheet 3 which focuses on direct and indirect speech, and remind your 
students to use the two examples they have just done, from the text, as references to help 
them transpose the sentences from indirect to direct speech.  
 
K  Check answers  
If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer (see Worksheet 
3 and Answer Key). 



BBC Learning English – Words in the News 
Pinochet admission – 29 November 2006 
 

 
 

Words in the News © BBC Learning English 
Lesson Plan: Teacher's notes Page 7 of 12 

bbclearningenglish.com 
 

 

L  Follow-up activities: Role-play a television interview 
Tell the students they are going to act out a TV interview. Invite or select two (confident) 
students to play Pinochet and his wife. They have agreed to take part in an interview on a 
TV current affairs programme.  They will face two or three representatives of the relatives 
of victims of abuse in Chile. Invite or select students to play the representatives.  You will 
also need someone who understands the role of questioner/chairperson to play the TV 
interviewer. Give the students 5 minutes to prepare questions and answers before starting 
the role-play. 
 
With a large class set up several identical role-plays to run simultaneously and go from 
group to group listening and making notes of any corrections or language points to teach 
afterwards. 
 
If the subject is too sensitive for your class, substitute the roles of school principal and 
deputy principal for Pinochet and his wife.  The representatives of the victims of abuse can 
by substituted by senior students, and the subject of the interview can be the (real or 
imagined) dictatorial regime in an imaginary school or college. If your students need some 
ideas to help them get started suggest, for example, the school’s strict dress code, zero 
tolerance of unpunctuality, and harsh punishments when work is late or not completed.    
 
Bring the activity to an end by briefly asking students which were the most difficult roles 
to play, which were the most uncomfortable and which were the most enjoyable. 
 
Allow enough time to go through the teaching points you noted down while watching the 
role-plays.  
 
M  Feedback 
Give praise for content and show your interest in the different views expressed. 
Give praise for correct language (including pronunciation) and feedback on incorrect 
language you heard. You could write some example phrases or sentences on the board and 
elicit from students which ones are correct and which ones are wrong and why. 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
 

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 

Are the following sentences true or false? 

 

1.  
 

Pinochet gave a speech to well-wishers admitting responsibility for 
everything that happened during his military dictatorship. 

 

     

T/F 
 

2. Some of his supporters assembled outside his house on his ninety-first 
birthday. 

 

     

T/F 
 

3. 
 
Pinochet did not try to defend himself against charges of human rights 
abuse. 
 

 

     

T/F 
  
4. According to Pinochet, President Allende was leading Chile into 

chaos. 

 

     

T/F 
 

5. Thousands of people were killed, tortured or simply left Chile during 
Pinochet’s regime. 

 

     

T/F 
 

6. 
 
Pinochet’s critics are satisfied now that he has finally accepted political 
responsibility. 
 

 

T/F 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 2 
 

VOCABULARY 
 
Match these words and phrases to their definitions. 
 
 
1. 

 
took political 
responsibility for 

 
A. 

 
disorder and confusion 
 

 
2. 

 
harboured no rancour 
against 

 
B. 

 
sudden action taken to seize political power in a 
country 
 

 
3. 

 
turmoil 

 
C. 

 
officially presented 
 

 
4. 

 
coup 

 
D. 

 
accepted that he was to blame 
 

 
5. 

 
fled the country  

 
E. 

 
resigning from office, leaving his job 
 

 
6. 

 
stepping down 

 
F. 

 
giving as a reason 
 

 
7. 

 
under indictment 
 

 
G. 

 
did not continue to feel strong hatred 
 

 
8. 

 
criminal suits pending 
 

 
H. 

 
ran away from the country 
 

 
9. 

 
filed by 
 

 
I. 

 
court cases waiting to start 
 

 
10.

 
citing 
 

 
J. 

 
currently charged with a crime 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 3  

 
GRAMMAR FOCUS – Direct and indirect speech 

Re-write each of the following sentences as direct speech. 
 
1. Our teacher said that she wanted us to listen very carefully to her instructions. 
Our teacher said, “____________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________.” 
 
2. The Prime Minister insisted that his government was not responsible for the deaths of 
those who died in the war. 
“ _________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________,” insisted the Prime Minister. 
 
3. The students complained that they needed more time to finish the exercise. 
“ _________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________,” complained the students. 
 
4. The Finance Minister claimed he had never promised not to raise taxes. 
“_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________,” claimed the Finance Minister. 
 
5. The Principal warned us that if we didn’t do our homework we would be in serious 
trouble. 
“_________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________,” warned the Principal. 
 
6. My aunt told me that last summer she had driven coast-to-coast across Australia with 
my grandmother in my uncle’s old mini-bus. 
My aunt said “______________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________.” 
 
7. The police officer warned us that we would be arrested if we took part in the political 
demonstration. 
“_________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________,” warned the police officer. 
 
8. The school inspector asked me whether I really enjoyed my English lessons. 
“_________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________,” asked the school inspector. 
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ANSWER KEY 
 

 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
 
1. False – Paragraph 1 says that it was a written statement, not a speech, and that it was 
read out by his wife, not by Pinochet himself. 
 
2. True – Paragraph 1 says that Pinochet’s wife read the statement on his ninety-first 
birthday to ‘well-wishers’ (i.e. supporters) who had ‘gathered’ (i.e. assembled) outside 
his home. 
 
3. False – Paragraph 2 says that ‘Pinochet went on to defend his actions…’ 
 
4. True – Paragraph 2 says that Pinochet defended the coup on the grounds that Allende 
‘was leading the country into political and social turmoil.’  
 
5. True – Paragraph 3 lists ‘some three thousand people…killed’, ‘thousands…tortured’ 
and ‘thousands more (who) fled the country.’ 
 
6. False – Paragraph 3 says ‘critics say it has come too late’ and that ‘Pinochet should 
have made the statement when he was still in power or…after stepping down’ (as head of 
state). 
 
 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 2 
 
1. D  2. G  3. A  4. B  5. H 
   
6.E   7. J   8.I   9. C  10. F  
   
 
 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 3 
 
1. Our teacher said, “I want you to listen very carefully to my instructions.” 
 
2. “My government is not responsible for the deaths of those who died in the war,” 
insisted the Prime Minister. 
 
3. “We need more time to finish the exercise,” complained the students. 
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4. “I never promised not to raise taxes,” claimed the Finance Minister.    
Also possible: “I have never promised not to raise taxes,” claimed the Finance Minister. 
 
5. “If you don’t do your homework you will be in serious trouble,” warned the Principal. 
 
6. My aunt said, “Last summer I drove coast-to-coast across Australia with your 
grandmother in my uncle’s old mini-bus." 
 
7. “You will be arrested if you take part in the political demonstration,” warned the police 
officer. 
 
8. “Do you really enjoy your English lessons?” asked the school inspector. 
 


