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Level:     Intermediate and above 
 
Topic:     High court decision concerning taxation of an orchestra 
 
Language:  Vocabulary of news report related to a financial court case. 
         Word formation – adjectives and nouns 
          
Aims:     Reading skills – Understanding a short news report  
         Language skills – Word formation 
         Writing skills – A semi-formal letter 
 
Materials:  Worksheet 1      –  Comprehension questions  
         Worksheet 2      –  Vocabulary matching task  
         Worksheet 3      –  Language focus – word formation 
         News story       –  Available online at: 
http://www.bbclearningenglish.com/newsenglish/witn/2006/11/061101_bournemouth_orchestra.shtml 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bbclearningenglish.com/newsenglish/witn/2006/11/061101_bournemouth_orchestra.shtml
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LESSON STAGES 
 

 
A  Stimulate student interest in text 
Generate interest about today’s topic by asking students about the performing arts, both in 
general and about their own experiences. Some suggested discussion questions for students 
to use in pairs or small groups: 
 
What type of music, theatre and dance do you like?     
Do you do any of these arts activities? 
Do you ever go to arts performances? 
What venues and performing arts groups are there in your town? 
 
Are the performing arts important for society?    
Should the government fund the performing arts? 
 
B  Pre-teach essential vocabulary 
Elicit/present key vocabulary that students need either to understand the key points in the 
text or to understand and/or answer any questions that you'll set them later in the lesson. 
The vocabulary is from Words in the News (so you can elicit the vocabulary by using the 
explanations provided online or below).   
You could either pre-teach the vocabulary at this stage of the lesson or you could use the 
vocabulary building activity from further down in this lesson plan. Have students working 
in small groups together and ask them to try to match the vocabulary with the definitions. 
Encourage them to work with the other groups to pool their knowledge. When they have 
done as much as they can, if they have dictionaries, ask them to look up the words to check 
their answers and to find out the definitions of any words they were not sure of. If they 
don't have dictionaries, check their answers and give them help with any words they aren't 
sure of. 
Whichever method you use to elicit/present the vocabulary, you should then model it (say 
it clearly, highlighting the word stress) and get them to repeat the words after you. 
 
a paid executive 
a senior businessman or businesswoman who receives money for the work they do 
 
on the board 
among the directors of a company 
 
exempt 
freed from something, such as a duty, service or payment 
 
an appeal 
a strong request for the decision to be reconsidered 
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legislation was implemented 
a set of laws became effective 
 
VAT 
short for Value-Added Tax - a tax added to the price of an article and paid by the buyer to 
the seller who then pays it to the government 
 
overruled 
changed a previous decision by a superior authority 
 
backdated 
made effective from an earlier date 
 
delegated power 
authority entrusted to them by someone else 
 
administrative work 
work concerning or related to the management of affairs, not to the financial and business 
decisions 
 
C  Written record of vocabulary 
Write the words on the board, eliciting spelling as you write. Elicit and show the word 
stress of each item and word class, if appropriate. 
Give students some time to copy your boardwork into their notebooks. 
Boardwork: 
 
a paid executive 
 
on the board 
 
exempt 
 
an appeal 
 
legislation was implemented 
 
VAT 
 
overruled 
 
backdated 
 
delegated power 
 
administrative work 
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D  Set global questions.  
Tell the students they are going to read a text about an orchestra in England 
Put this question on the board: 
 
What does the news mean for the orchestra? 
a. It will have to close 
b. It will lose some money 
c. It will get some money 
 
Students read the text for the first time. Give them a time limit (1 - 2 minutes) to read the 
text quickly to find the answer to this question. They do not need to understand all the 
details. 
 
E  Check answers 
Elicit students' answers and confirm that the correct answer is ‘b. The orchestra must pay a 
tax on its ticket sales, so it will lose some money. 
 
 
F  Set specific information questions 
Hand out Worksheet 1 or use the online quiz. Students complete the worksheet to help 
them understand the text in more detail. Give them a time limit (5 - 6 minutes) to read the 
text in more detail and to answer the questions.   
 
G  Check answers 
Elicit True or False answers. Direct attention to a particular paragraph if an answer is 
wrong to try to elicit correct answer (see worksheet 1 and answer key). 
 
H  Vocabulary consolidation/building  
Before the lesson, make enough copies of worksheet 2 so that there is 1 worksheet for 
every 4 – 5 students. Cut up the vocabulary and explanations.   
In class, tell students to match the correct word with the right definition. 
 
I  Check answers  
Elicit answers. If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit correct answer. 
 
J  Language focus: word formation 
 
On the board, write the following table, and ask the students in pairs to try to complete the 
table. 
 
Verb Noun Adjective 
decide  decisive 
volunteer volunteer  
require  required 
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Students read paragraph 1 of the main report to check their ideas. 
 
The answers are ‘decision, voluntary, requirement(s)’ 
 
Ask students to find these words in the text: legislation, implemented, managerial, 
administrative, financial, possession, indications. 
 
What types of word are they? What verbs do they come from? 
 
Hand out Worksheet 3, which focuses on word formation.  
 
K  Check answers  
If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer (see worksheet 
3 and answer key). 
 
L Follow-up activity: Writing- A semi-formal letter of support 
Tell students that the Bournemouth Orchestra may have to close because it now does not 
get enough money. Supporters and friends of the orchestra are writing to the local council 
in order to save the orchestra from closure. They want the council to give the orchestra 
some annual funding. 
In pairs, the students choose the four best arguments for saving the orchestra from the list 
below. 

• There has been an orchestra in the town for one hundred years 
• Classical music still popular             
• There is already a lack of entertainment in the town    
• It has an active youth orchestra group           
• It can attract visitors to the town 
• It is important for the town’s culture 
• We need to get young people interested in classical music 

 
Students then write a letter to the local council, including the points they chose from the 
list above. After writing, the students can swap letters with another student (not their 
original partner) and write a short reply from the council. 
 
If the students are not motivated to write about an orchestra, they could choose another 
kind of performing arts group or event – a music festival, a theatre group. 
 
M  Feedback 
Give praise for content and show your interest in the different letters and letter exchanges 
(if students swapped and replied to letters). 
Give praise for correct examples you saw. 
Give feedback on incorrect examples you saw. You could write some examples phrases or 
sentences on the board and elicit from students which ones are correct and which ones are 
wrong and why. 
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WORKSHEET 1 

 
 
 

Are the following sentences true or false? 

 

1.  This is the first time this particular case has been to court.                    T/F 

 

2. The orchestra currently pays a senior director of the organisation.          T/F 

 

3.  The orchestra must pay tax on its ticket sales.                         T/F 

                                                              

4. Another court decided that London Zoo had to pay the tax. T/F 

 

5.  After the London Zoo case, the government took no action.               T/F  

 

6. The orchestra had been told that it was a good idea to appeal.             T/F  
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WORKSHEET 2 

 
 

VOCABULARY 
 
Match these words and phrases to their definitions 
 
 
1. 

 
a paid executive 
 

 
A. 

 
among the directors of a company 

 
2. 

 
on the board 

 
B. 

 
short for Value-Added Tax - a tax added to 
the price of an article and paid by the buyer to 
the seller who then pays it to the government 

 
3. 

 
exempt 
 

 
C. 

 
a strong request for the decision to be 
reconsidered 
 

 
4. 

 
an appeal 
   

 
D. 

 
a senior businessman or businesswoman who 
receives money for the work they do 
 

 
5. 

 
legislation was implemented 

 
E. 

freed from something, such as a duty, service 
or payment 

 
6. 

 
VAT 
 

 
F. 

 
a set of laws became effective 

 
7. 

 
overruled 
 

 
G. 

 
made effective from an earlier date 

 
8. 

 
backdated 

 
H. 

 
work concerning or related to the management 
of affairs, not to the financial and business 
decisions 
 

 
9. 

 
delegated power 
 

 
I. 

 
changed a previous decision by a superior 
authority 
 

 
10.

 
administrative work 
 

 
J. 

 
authority entrusted to them by someone else 
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WORKSHEET 3  

 
 

LANGUAGE FOCUS – word formation 

Use the correct form of the verbs in the box to complete these sentences. 
 
manage    implement  volunteer  possess  decide   
administer  require     legislate   require    finance 
 
 
1. What are the university entrance _____ in your country? 

 

2. I need a ____ to help me carry these books. Any offers? 

 

3. He has very few ____; he just saves his money. 

 

4. Hiring and firing are ____ decisions, so leave them to me. 

 

5. This plan will be difficult to ____. I don’t think we should do it.  

 

6. The ____ of this hospital is excellent. For example, the bookings system works well and 

the receptionists are good. 

 

7. It takes you so long to choose. I wish you were more ____. 

 

8. The new government ____ that bans smoking is a good law. 

 

9. Since I lost my job, I’ve had serious ____ problems. I can’t even pay my rent now. 

 

10. The poor ticket sales are a clear ____ that people don’t like classical music. 
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ANSWER KEY 

 
 
WORKSHEET 1 
1. False – Paragraph 1 of the main report says,’ The Court of Appeal agreed with last 

year's High Court decision that…’ 
 
2. True – Paragraph 1 says, ‘having a paid executive on the board meant the BSO was not 
"essentially voluntary".’ 
Paragraph 4 says, ‘because managing director Michael Henson was paid for his work on 
the board of the BSO, it meant it was not "essentially voluntary".’ 
 
3. True – Paragraph 1 says, ‘This is one of the requirements imposed by the Revenue for 
the orchestra's admission income to be treated as VAT-exempt.’ Consequently, the 
orchestra is not exempt because it does not meet this requirement 
 
4. False – Paragraph 2 says, ‘In 2002, The European Court ruled that London Zoo's ticket 
money could be treated as free of VAT.’ 
 
5. False – Paragraph 3 says, ‘But in December 2003, customs issued a policy stating…’ 
 
6. True – Paragraph 4 says, ‘…the orchestra is very disappointed with the ruling. It was 
given very strong indications that it would win the appeal.’ 
 
WORKSHEET 2 
1. D    2.   A    3.   E    4.   C   5.  F  
6.   B    7.     I     8.   G    9.    J    10.  H 
  
WORKSHEET 3 
1. What are the university entrance requirements in your country? 

2. I need a volunteer to help me carry these books. Any offers? 

3. He has very few possessions; he just saves his money. 

4. Hiring and firing are managerial decisions, so leave them to me. 

5. This plan will be difficult to implement. I don’t think we should do it.  

6. The administration of this hospital is excellent.  

7. It takes you so long to choose. I wish you were more decisive. 

8. The new government legislation that bans smoking is a good law. 

9. Since I lost my job, I’ve had serious financial problems.  

10. The poor ticket sales are a clear indication that … 


