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Level:     Intermediate and above 
 
Topic: A digital compilation of information about human life is to be projected into 

outer space from a pyramid in Mexico 
 
Language: Vocabulary of a news report related to attempts to contact beings from outer 

space. Grammar: verb + 'to' + base verb 
 
Aims:     Reading skills – Understanding a short news report  
         Language skills – Practising verb + 'to' + base verb   
         Speaking skills – Pyramid discussion 
 
Materials:  Worksheet 1       –  Comprehension questions  
         Worksheet 2       –  Vocabulary matching task  
         Worksheet 3       –  Grammar/language focus – verb + 'to' + base verb 
         News story        –  Available online at:  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/newsenglish/witn/2006/10/061011_time_capsule.shtml 
 
Preparation: Before the lesson, make enough copies of worksheet 2 so that there is 1 

worksheet for every 4 – 5 students. Cut up the vocabulary and explanations 
to make a matching exercise.  Students also need one copy each of 
worksheets 1 and 3.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/newsenglish/witn/2006/10/061011_time_capsule.shtml
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LESSON STAGES 
 

 
A  Stimulate student interest in text 
Generate interest about today’s topic with a brief whole-class discussion. Use the 
following prompt questions: 
 
What is outer space? 
Do you believe there is life in outer space? 
Should we try to make contact with people or creatures from outer space? 
How could we do this? 
Have any attempts to contact outer space already been made? 
Have they been successful? 
 
B  Pre-teach essential vocabulary 
Elicit/present key vocabulary that students need either to understand the key points in the 
text or to understand and/or answer any questions that you'll set them later in the lesson. 
The vocabulary is from Words in the News (so you can elicit the vocabulary by using the 
explanations provided online or below).   
 
You could either pre-teach the vocabulary at this stage of the lesson or you could use the 
vocabulary building activity from further down in this lesson plan. Have students working 
together in small groups and ask them to try to match the vocabulary with the definitions.  
 
Encourage them to work with the other groups to pool their knowledge. When they have 
done as much as they can, if they have dictionaries, ask them to look up the words to check 
their answers and to find out the definitions of any words they are not sure of. If they don't 
have dictionaries, check their answers and give them help with any words they aren't sure 
of. 
 
Whichever method you use to elicit/present the vocabulary, you should then model it (say 
it clearly, highlighting the word stress) and get them to repeat the words after you. 
 
C  Written record of vocabulary 
Write the words on the board, eliciting spelling as you write. Elicit and show the word 
stress of each item and word class, if appropriate. 
Give students some time to copy your boardwork into their notebooks. 
 
Boardwork: 
 
an obsession 
 
projected 
 
a pyramid 
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on the outskirts 
 
on such a scale 
 
to pass on their legacy 
 
compiled 
 
earthbound 
 
to harness 
 
mosaic 
 
D  Set global questions.  
Tell the students they are going to read a text about a planned attempt to contact outer 
space.  Put these questions on the board: 
 
1.  What method will be used in this attempt to contact outer space? 
2.  Do you think this attempt will be successful?  
 
Students read text the first time.  
Give them a time limit (1 - 2 minutes) to read the text quickly to find the answer to the first 
question.  Give them a chance to discuss their answer with a partner before you check 
answers as a class in step E below. 
 
E  Check answers 
Elicit students' answers to the first question, and invite comments in response to the second 
question. 
 
(The answer to question 1 is: a collection of images, videos and sounds from life on earth 
will be digitalised and projected onto a pyramid in Mexico and from there into space, 
using a laser beam.)    
 
F  Set detailed reading questions 
Hand out Worksheet 1 or use the online quiz. Students complete the worksheet to help 
them understand the text in more detail. Give them a time limit (5 - 6 minutes) to read the 
text a second time in more detail and to answer the questions.   
 
G  Check answers 
Elicit True or False answers. Direct attention to a particular paragraph if an answer is 
wrong to try to elicit the correct answer (see worksheet 1 and answer key). 
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H  Vocabulary consolidation/building  
Students do the vocabulary matching exercise (using worksheet 2 that you cut up before 
the lesson): in small groups they match the words with their definitions. 
 
I  Check answers  
Elicit answers. If an answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer. 
 
J  Grammar focus: verb + 'to' + base verb (verb + infinitive with 'to') 
Show students the first example of verb + 'to' + base verb in the article. 
 
Paragraph 1: ‘…this new project aims to make an attempt...’ 
 
Ask the students to find two more examples of verb + 'to' + base verb in the article.  
 
Paragraph 1  '…has started to be collected…' 
 
Paragraph 4  '…it hopes to harness the power of lasers…' 
 
Ask students if they know any more verbs which are usually followed by 'to' plus a base 
verb. Common examples are: offer, agree, decide, refuse, plan, arrange, hope, deserve, 
afford, promise, threaten, learn, manage. 
 
Hand out Worksheet 3 which focuses on verb + 'to' + base verb. Tell students to 
complete the sentences with verb + 'to' + base verb (the first verb must be in the correct 
form) 
 
K  Check answers  
Students check their answers with a group or partner before whole-class feedback. If an 
answer is wrong, ask other students to try to elicit the correct answer (see worksheet 3 and 
answer key). 
 
L  Follow-up activity: Pyramid discussion.  
Tell students they are going to discuss what kind of information they think should be 
included in the projection. Remind them that the idea of the project is to build up a picture 
of all aspects human life all over the world – their task is to think of ways in which they 
can represent themselves. They should choose things that can be represented in audio 
and/or visual format.  
 
Ask them what audio/visual material they think would represent them well and put their 
ideas on the whiteboard. 
 
Here are some ideas to get them started - you can elicit some (but not all) of these and 
write them on the whiteboard: 
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Audio/visual images: 
somebody cooking traditional food 
a local market 
somebody making/wearing traditional clothes 
people farming 
somebody eating a MacDonalds hamburger and drinking Coca-Cola 
a music video 
somebody using an MP3 player 
a pair of jeans 
a sporting event 
children at school 
starving people 
war 
children playing 
people working  
the internet 
a university class 
public transport 
 
Encourage them to choose things that represent their lives. When you have at least 20 
ideas on the whiteboard, tell the students they have limited space on the system's hard 
drive and that they can only choose 5 of them.  They should talk to their partner and agree 
on a list of 5 things.  They must develop the discussion by giving reasons for their choices, 
and trying to persuade their partners to agree with them.   
 
When the pairs of students have agreed (or you can set a time limit if they can't agree), put 
each pair with another pair to compare their lists. Again they must discuss their choices, 
give reasons, and try to persuade other students to agree with them. They must then agree 
as a group of 4 on a list of 5 things to include.   
 
After this, the students put into groups of 8 to discuss and agree a list of 5 things, followed 
by a whole-class discussion to agree on a final list of 5. 
  
M  Feedback 
Give praise for content and show your interest in the different views expressed. 
Give praise for correct language. 
Give feedback on incorrect language you heard. You could write some example phrases or 
sentences on the board and elicit from students which ones are correct and which ones are 
wrong and why. 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 

 
 
Are the following sentences true or false? 

1. 
 
The development of digitalisation has made people become interested 
in contacting outer space. 
 

T/F 

2. 
 
People from all over the world are able to contribute to the collection 
of digital material.  
  

T/F 

3. 
 
The collection will be projected into space from a pyramid in the 
centre of Mexico City. 
 

T/F 

4. 
 
This is the biggest ever collection of this type of information. 
 

T/F 

5. 
 
Time capsules have been used many times before.  
 

T/F 

6. 
 
The digital information will be sent into space on a rocket. 

 

T/F 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 2 

 
 

VOCABULARY 
 
Match these words and phrases to their definitions 
 
1. an obsession 

 
A. to capture so that it can be controlled and used 

 
2. projected 

 
B. far from the centre of, on the edge of 

 

3. a pyramid C. a patterned item that is made up of many pieces, 
here, a picture of life as it is lived by many different 
people 
 

4. on the outskirts 
 

D. gathered or grouped together in order to make an 
organised collection 
  

5. on such a scale 
 

E. shown as large, clear images, usually on a screen or 
flat surface  
 

6. to pass on their legacy 
 

F. a large building made up of four triangle-shaped 
walls of equal size on a flat base; the walls are 
usually made of stone and slope up into a point; 
pyramids are mainly found in Egypt and Central 
America 
 

7. compiled 
 

G. based on earth, unable to leave the planet earth  
 

8. earthbound 
 

H. in such large amounts or large numbers 
 

9. to harness 
 

I. something that people are so interested in that they 
are unable to think about anything else 
 

10. mosaic 
 

J. to leave things and information after they've died to 
help people in the future understand more about 
who they were and how they lived 
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STUDENT WORKSHEET 3  

 
 

GRAMMAR FOCUS – verb + 'to' + base verb 

Complete the sentences with a verb from the first row (in the correct form) and a 
base verb from the second row. Don't forget to write 'to' in front of the second verb.  
 
afford promise start manage decide threaten learn refuse 
 
 
get drive leave rain accept go water have 
 
 
1. I opened my umbrella when it _____________________. 

 

2. When she was fifteen, she ______________________.  Now she wants a car for her 

birthday. 

 

3. The roads were very busy, but we ______________________ to the theatre in time for 
the start of the film. 

 

4.  His wife ______________________ him if he didn't pay her more attention. 

 

5. I haven't got much money. I can't ______________________ on holiday this year. 

 

6. The speeding motorist offered the policeman some money, but the policeman 

______________________ it.   

 

7. She studied the menu for a long time. Finally, she ______________________ the fish. 

 

8. He ______________________ my plants when I was on holiday, but when I got back, 

they were all dead. 
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ANSWER KEY 

 
 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 1 
1.  False – Paragraph 1 of the written text says, ' Contacting outer space has been an 
obsession for humans for thousands of years.' 
 
2. True – Paragraph 1 says, 'Organised by the internet search engine Yahoo, material has 
started to be collected from around the planet.' 
 
3. False – Paragraph 2 says, '…the chosen work will be projected via a laser onto an 
ancient pyramid on the outskirts of Mexico City and then into space.’ 
 
4. True – Paragraph 3 says, ‘…information has never been captured on such a scale 
before….’ 
 
5. True – Paragraph 4 says ‘Time capsules have long been a favoured tool of humans to 
pass on their legacy.’ 
 
6. False – Paragraph 4 says that '…[Carl Sagan's] record was sent out on the Voyager 
spacecraft.'  Also, paragraph 2 says ‘the chosen work will be projected via a laser onto an 
ancient pyramid on the outskirts of Mexico City and then into space.’  
 
STUDENT WORKSHEET 2 
1. I     2. E     3. F     4. B     5. H    
6.  J      7. D     8. J     9. A     10. C 
  
STUDENT WORKSHEET 3 
1. I opened my umbrella when it started to rain. 

2. When she was fifteen, she learned to drive.  Now she wants a car for her birthday. 

3. The roads were very busy, but we managed to get to the theatre in time for the start of 

the film. 

4.  His wife threatened to leave him if he didn't pay her more attention. 

5.  I haven't got much money. I can't afford to go on holiday this year. 

6. The speeding motorist offered the policeman some money, but the policeman refused 

to accept it.   

7. She studied the menu for a long time. Finally, she decided to have the fish. 

8. He promised to water my plants when I was on holiday, but when I got back, they 

were all dead. 


