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Jackie: Hello, welcome to the programme. I’m Jackie Dalton. Today, we take a look at 

some job related language with the help of Jeffrey, who’s going to tell us about 

his work. What does he do? 

 

Jeffrey 

I’m Captain Jeffrey Scammerhorn and I’m a Canadian army officer. I’m currently stationed in 

Frederickton, New Brunswick. 

 

Jackie: Jeffrey is a Captain in the Canadian army. A job he enjoys and which he has 

learnt a lot from. How does Jeffrey feel being in the army has changed him? 

 

Jeffrey 

The army has certainly changed me as a person. The clearest change from the man I was to 

the man I am now is the degree of confidence that I have in myself and my ability to take on 

completely new tasks, use the skills and planning and consideration that I’ve been taught and 

carry out the job.  

 

Jackie: Jeffrey says the biggest change is his degree of confidence – he’s more sure of 

himself. He talks about his ability to take on new tasks – tasks – jobs or other 

things he has to do. To take something on is to do it or try it. Listen to some 

examples of that expression in use. 

 

Voice:  

I'm going to take on the huge task of cleaning the whole house today. 
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Voice:  

I’ll only take on the project if I get extra money for it. 

 

Jackie: Jeffrey says it’s not just at work that these skills are useful. They can be 

applied in other contexts, which means they can be used in other situations. 

What other examples does he give of situations where those skills can help? 

 

Jeffrey 

It’s amazing how you can apply these same skills to everything from dating to building a 

house, even though it was all taught to you for war fighting. 

 

Jackie: Jeffrey says the skills you learn in the army can even be useful in things like 

building a house or dating. What did Jeffrey think of the army when he started 

out in training – did he think people where nice or nasty? 

 

Jeffrey 

Well in the training system, everything I expected of the military took place. There was the 

structure, there was the NCOs whose voice was occasionally a little too loud, but nobody 

was being malicious – it wasn’t the way Hollywood tends to portray this thing. 

 

Jackie: As he expected, life in training was ‘structured’, which means well organised. 

But he says no-one was malicious, so people weren’t nasty. He mentions 

Hollywood – what does he say? 

 

 Jeffrey 

…it wasn’t the way Hollywood tends to portray this thing. 

 

Jackie: Jeffrey says being in the army isn’t like Hollywood portrays it – so not like it’s 

shown in the movies. 
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 Now Jeffrey is going to tell us what drives him about the job – what he really 

likes about it. So what drives Jeffrey? And what is the most difficult thing 

about his job? Try to answer those two questions. 

 

Jeffrey 

What really, really drives me with this job is that every morning I get up and I put on these 

combat boots and I’m happy about what I am doing. I mean, I’ve been doing this for 24 years. 

And I can honestly say, whether it was on an exercise and it was pouring down rain, whether 

it was in Bosnia, whether it was back here and… every single day I enjoy what I’m doing. 

And it changes, the army never let’s you get bored with what you’re doing. The most difficult 

thing, I would have to say, is the way that military service takes you away from your family. 

 

Jackie: What really drives Jeffrey is that fact he likes his job and he’s doing something 

different all the time – he never gets bored. The most difficult thing is being 

away from his family.  

 

Jeffrey has never had to kill anyone. He points out that most of the work they 

do in the army involves helping people and trying to stop fighting. Listen for 

three examples he gives of ways the army helps people. 

 

Jeffrey 

When we go some place on behalf of Canada, and we get on the ground and we stop people 

from shooting at each other and we start taking mines out of the ground and we start making 

sure that fresh water and a decent supply of food is getting to people...  

 

Jackie: Did you find three examples? Jeffrey talks about stopping people from 

shooting each other, getting clean water and food to people and taking out 

mines, which are bombs that are hidden in the ground. This is what makes 

Jeffrey happy about what he does. 
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Jeffrey 

If we can hold civilization together for just that moment in time, I can’t think of anything else 

that makes you feel that good about yourself.   

 

Jackie: That's all for today, but do keep practising your English with BBC Learning 

English dot com 

 


