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Yvonne: Hello, you’re listening to Weekender from bbclearningenglish.com!  

Can you guess what we’re talking about in today’s programme? 

 

Ben Bradshaw, Environment Minister 

There was no instruction that you shouldn’t put in plastic bags, so we’d been happily putting 

plastic bags in our recycling bag for some time… 

 

Yvonne: Yes, we’re talking about packaging and recycling. Have you ever arrived home 

with what seems like a lot of shopping but then, when you take everything out 

of the plastic bags and unwrap all your goodies from the packaging, you realise 

that you really didn’t buy that much? Well, as we throw all that packaging 

away, it’s well worth us remembering that we’re creating more problems for 

the environment.   

 

In a recent newspaper article, Environment Minister Ben Bradshaw and his 

family were caught out because they weren’t dealing with all their plastic bags 

in the correct way. So even the man who’s in charge of the Environment here 

can get things wrong! Here he is again, but this time, try to catch the reason 

why he made such a mistake?  

 

Ben Bradshaw, Environment Minister 

There was no instruction that you shouldn’t put in plastic bags, so we’d been happily putting 

plastic bags in our recycling bag for some time. 

 

Yvonne: So it’s really important that the authorities give clear instructions about what 

people should do about all their recyclable items. The Bradshaw family was 
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‘happily’ putting their plastic bags in the wrong bag. In this case, ‘happily’ 

means that they were unaware that they were making a mistake, they didn’t 

know and they were quite satisfied that they were doing the right thing the 

entire time. Luckily, there are some supermarkets that take back our spare 

plastic bags for re-use by other customers or for recycling - so that’s what the 

minister did.  

 

Quite often, we get more than just a few plastic bags when we go shopping – 

we also get lots of packaging that we throw away when we get home. So what 

are other countries doing to help reduce such waste? 

 

Ben Bradshaw, Environment Minister 

In some other countries, people ‘pay as you throw’ if you like. You pay for the amount of 

non-recyclable waste you produce. And that has been shown to increase recycling and 

decrease the overall amount of waste arising. 

 

Yvonne: 'Pay as you throw' is a play on the phrase ‘pay as you go’ which is what many 

people do with their mobile or cell phones. So rather than paying your bill after 

you've used the phone, you pay for it when you need to use it – you 'pay as you 

go'.  

 

As we heard, other countries have found that 'pay as you throw' schemes are 

getting people to pay for what they throw away – and that makes them throw 

away a lot less. As Ben Bradshaw says, recycling is increased while ‘non-

recyclable waste’ is decreased – those are the things that can’t be used again – 

'non-recyclable waste'. 
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Ben Bradshaw, Environment Minister 

In some other countries, people ‘pay as you throw’ if you like. You pay for the amount of 

non-recyclable waste you produce. And that has been shown to increase recycling and 

decrease the overall amount of waste arising. 

 

Yvonne: Often, it’s not our fault that goods are over wrapped, but we have the task of 

throwing away all the packaging. Ben Bradshaw said he’d rather not make new 

laws about packaging because many supermarkets have now recognised that 

there is a problem - and they’ve signed an agreement saying that they will 

reduce their packaging. But in the meantime, the Environment Minister Ben 

Bradshaw tells the BBC TV breakfast team that there are three things we can 

do to help the shops become more responsible about waste packaging. What 

are those three things? 

 

Ben Bradshaw, Environment Minister 

Well, a lot of people don’t know that  

a) They have a perfect right to complain if they think something is over-packaged.  

b) They’re perfectly entitled to leave the packaging for the supermarket rather than for them 

to have to deal with (I suppose until you pay for it they own it?)…Exactly! 

And thirdly, if it’s really outrageously over-packaged you can complain to your local trading 

standards office and cases can be taken out against over packaging. There have been some 

successful prosecutions. 

 

Yvonne: Did you catch those three things that we can do to help supermarkets realise 

that we’d like them to use less packaging on their goods? Yes, first - complain 

to them. Second, leave the packaging in the supermarket for them to throw 

away. And of course, in some countries and areas, that could lead to lower ‘pay 

as you throw’ bills! And third, if things are ‘outrageously over-packaged’ as 

Ben put it - ridiculously over wrapped, then we should complain to our local 

officials because there have been some ‘successful prosecutions’. Some 
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organisations have been found guilty and have had to reduce their packaging as 

a result. 

 

Ben Bradshaw, Environment Minister 

a) They have a perfect right to complain  

b) They’re perfectly entitled to leave the packaging for the supermarket  

And thirdly, if it’s really outrageously over-packaged you can complain to your local trading 

standards office.  

 

Yvonne: Is there a recycling programme where you live? And how good are people in 

your area at recycling things like plastic bags or other types of packaging? 

Well, I'll leave you with that thought until next time. But that's all for today's 

Weekender from bbclearningenglish.com. Goodbye! 


