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 INSERT SIG ESTABLISH DIP UNDER 

  

 William: Hello and welcome to Talk about English. I’m William Kremer 

  

 Yvonne: And I’m Yvonne Archer. 

  

 William: Today we’re continuing our short season on William Shakespeare… 

  

 Yvonne: Yes, and this week we’re focussing on Shakespeare’s unique use of 

LANGUAGE 

  

 David Crystal: 

 But the words that impress me more than anything else are the coinages – when he 

uses a prefix like ‘un’: unshout, or to uncurse or to unsex – I mean these are all 

words that appear in the plays 

  

  

William: We have an interview with an expert on the English language and a 

caller from the Czech Republic 

 

Yvonne: And, in case you’re bored of ALL existing words in the English 
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language, we’ll be talking about how to invent some more…! 

  

  

 Um, talk about a film being issuetainment – and if it’s a very good film you could 

say that it’s issuetainment and its most issuetastic.  

  

 William:  All that and loads more on today’s ‘Talk about English’! 

  

1.00 TAG 

  

 William: Yvonne, I like to think to think that as well as colleagues we are good 

friends…. But! Do you know what a false friend is?  

  

 Yvonne:  (replies – no I don’t / I have an idea…) 

  

 William: Well, before we recorded this programme I spoke to David Crystal, 

Honorary professor of linguistics at the University of Wales, Bangor. 

Many of our listeners will know David Crystal from his work on BBC 

learning English websites such as Keep Your English Up to Date and 

moving words. But he is also the author of several books about 

Shakespeare’s language, and with his son he runs a website on the topic. 

 

I asked David Crystal what a false friend was. In the clip you’re about to 

hear, he explains first of all what it means in terms of learning a 

language – then he talks about the meaning in terms of studying 

Shakespeare…. 

  

1.50 David Crystal: 

 Yes, a false friend is a word in a foreign language which when you see it for the first 
time or hear it you think "I know what that word means" and then you suddenly 
realise you don't and it lets you down. 
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It can be quite embarrassing 
 
Oh absolutely, I mean I remember when I first started learning French and I 
encountered the word "demander"  and I thought oh, that’s easy it means demand 
and then of course I learnt later on it doesn't mean demand at all it means ask and so 
I was mislead by the apparent similarity between the words. Now, in Shakespeare 
there are about several hundred words which look the same as modern English 
words but the meaning has changed in the interim for instance if somebody in 
Shakespeare's time calls somebody else 'naughty'. 'You naughty person' 
 
Right, like a naughty boy or a naughty child 
 
That’s exactly the meaning you'd read in from today isn't it, you know smack hand, 
naughty, naughty person. It's a very light-weight kind of word. But in Shakespeare's 
time it meant 'you evil person, you wicked person, there was no lightness about it at 
all, it was really quite a forceful insult almost at times and so you know you have to 
know that otherwise you might laugh suddenly at a point where one person turns to 
another and says 'you naughty varlet' you think oh he's just telling him off slightly. 
No he isn't he's really hammering him.  
 

3.10 Yvonne: So a false friend is a word in another language which sounds a lot like a 

word in your own language. So ‘demander’ in French sounds like the 

English verb ‘to demand’ but it actually means ‘to ask’.  

 William:  In Shakespeare’s plays there are several hundred words which look the 

same as English words today, but actually had a different meaning in 

Shakespeare’s time. So, to fully understand Shakespeare, you have to 

get to know these false friends, and David Crystal has, in fact, drawn up 

a list of them, which you can see on his website Shakespeare’s words 

dot com, which is linked to from the webcast webpage. 

 Yvonne: We’d like to hear about any false friends you’ve come across in your 

LANGUAGE studies – so do tell us by clicking on the comments tab on 

webcast webpage. There’s already a couple of anecdotes there and 

they’re very funny so do take a look.   

 William:  Now! Word facts… 

 

3.40 WORD FACTS 
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 Today’s word is ‘act’, A-C-T. Act has several different meanings, both as a noun 
and a verb. 

  
 As a verb, ‘To act’ can mean to play a part – so actors act in plays and films. 

  

 I learned how to act from going to the theatre and seeing other actors at work. 

  

 As a noun, ‘an act’ refers to a group of scenes in a play. Notice that we can refer to 
different acts in two ways: 

  

 The second act is the longest  

 Act 2 is the longest  

  

 An act can also mean a performer or a group of performers, such as musicians or 
comedians 

  

 That band’s a great live act 

  

 Or it can mean the material that entertainers perform – for example, all the jokes that 
a comedian makes on stage - that is his or her act.  

  

 He has a really hilarious act.  
 
WORD FACTS – AND THAT’S A FACT 

  

5.00 Yvonne:  I used to be in a music act, a long time ago. But anyway, it’s time for 

our caller. Who’s William talking to today? 

 

5.20 Hello, who am I talking to today? 
 
Hi, I'm Draha, I'm student, I'm sixteen years old and I live in Czech, Czech republic in a 
small village 
 
You're English is very good Draha, did you learn at school? Or have you been abroad to 
study? 
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No, I'm, every part of my life I was in Czech republic.  
 
Well so maybe you could give some tips to our listeners, what do you do to help in your 
English studies? 
 
I'm listening radio and sometimes I read some literature. 
Ok 
 
Shakespeare, but it's too difficult.  
 
Yeah, Shakespeare is very difficult. What plays have you read or poems? 
 
'Sonnets', and 'As you like it' 
 
Tell us a little bit about your hopes for the future Draha are you going to go to university? 
 
Yeah, I want to be a judge because I need fairness 
 
So you're going to study law at university? 
 
Yeah 
 
I was wondering Draha, do you have a favourite English expression? Or turn of phrase? 
 
I like the word desire 
 
The word desire? Is that your favourite word? 
 
Yeah, and I don't like cathedral 
 
You don't like cathedral 
 
Because in Czech it's very similar to cava coffee in Czech so it's strange, very strange. 
 
Don't you like coffee? 
 
Erm, I don’t' 
 
Ok, Draha, all the best for your future English studies I do hope you do become a judge like 
you want to  
 
Thanks 
 
Bye bye 
 
Goodbye 
Ends on Sting 

 

 Yvonne: Still to come on today’s programme: we talk about Shakespearean 
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pronunciation and we discuss different ways of inventing new words.  

 William:  But before that, some more Word Facts: 

 

7.40 WORD FACTS 

 ‘Act’ has a broader meaning than to play a part in a play. It can mean to pretend. For 
example, you might hear someone say: 
 
Stop putting on an act! 
 
‘To put on an act’ is an informal expression, meaning to behave in a false way. But 
we can also use ‘act’ with ‘like’ and ‘as if’ to mean the same thing… 
 
He’s acting like he knows the answer 
He’s acting as if he knew the answer 
 
‘To act’ in this sense can also be used with a noun, in two ways… 
 
You’re always acting like a hero 
You’re always acting the hero 
 
However, ‘to act’ has an even broader meaning. It can mean simply to do things in a 
certain way, or to behave. An example with an adjective might be: 
 
That guy’s acting really weird – he keeps looking through windows 
 
WORD FACTS – AND THAT’S A FACT 
 

  

8.50 William: Now, I’m sure a lot of our listeners know what a coin is – it’s a small 

round metal object that you can use to buy something. But as a verb, 

what does ‘to coin’ mean? 

  

 Yvonne: It means to make a coin. 

  

 William: And what else does it mean? 
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 Yvonne: It means to create a word or phrase. ‘To coin a word’. And there’s a 

noun form too – coinage, which means the invention, the creation of a 

word of phrase.  

 

There are about 1,400 words where Shakespeare is the person who, as 

far as we know, used a word for the first time. And we still use many of 

these words today – they include: assassination, upstairs and well-behaved.  

William: But although Shakespeare is recorded as using the words for the first 

time, did he actually coin them – or are the plays simply the earliest 

documented – or recorded - use we have of those words? This is the 

question I asked David Crystal. He tells us that in an awful lot of cases - 

the words that Shakespeare is recorded as using first were already in use 

by other people when he wrote the plays – but with words which are 

what he calls ‘out of the ordinary’, meaning unusual, they are more 

likely to be Shakespearian coinages. Listen carefully: 

9.40 David Crystal: 

 Well in an awful lot of cases it is certainly the case is that all we've got here is the 
first documented use of a particular word. Shakespeare is simply the first person 
who happens to have written it down in a play and was noticed as doing so by the 
lexicographers who compiled the oxford English dictionary. But it's when you get 
words that are a little out of the ordinary that you begin to think 'ay ay I don't think 
there's, it's an everyday word here, we're doing something special' 
 
Right 
 
And it's when you get these phrases like 'well-behaved' and 'well-beloved' and so on 
where there's obviously an attempt at expressing a more complex notion, a word like 
assassination is probably a Shakespearean invention it's quite a long word after all, 
certainly the verb assassinate had been around but it’s the sort of development that 
you might expect somebody who was writing a part to do. I mean somebody has to 
invent words for the first time you see but the words that impressed me more than 
anything else are the coinages when he uses a word like, a prefix like 'un'  
 
Right 
 
For instance, and he puts it in front of verbs where you would normally never expect 
to express that notion, to 'un-shout' or to 'un-curse' or to 'un-sex'. I mean these are all 
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phrases, words that appear in the plays 'un-shout' says the senator in Coriolanus, 'un-
shout the noise that banished Martius'. Well you can't 'un-shout' once you've 
shouted, you can't not shout , so un-shout obviously means 'repeal the shouting that 
you did before' it's quite a vivid phrase and that suggests somebody who's actually 
constructed that word in order to make an effect. 
 

11.20 William: David Crystal says that the words that impress him are the more obvious 

coinages – for example, where Shakespeare uses the prefix ‘un’ in a 

new way – like ‘unshout’. Now we don’t say that word in Modern 

English, but I think it's that strangeness that gives it its power. It’s 

actually one of 309 words which Shakespeare coined but which no-one 

has used since. 

  
 Yvonne: So, I guess those ones didn’t catch on! Well, you don’t have to be 

William Shakespeare to coin a word, as our own William – William 

Kremer - discovered for himself… 

  
12.00 So I'm standing in the BBC Learning English offices and I'm going to ask some of 

my colleagues what words don't exist in English that they think should exist.  

 

Well when I got up this morning I looked out of the window and it was very sunny 

and then when I left my house it was very cold and I found I wasn't dressed properly 

and I realised we don't have a word in English to describe sunny but cold or hot but 

windy so my idea is for a word which is 'seezy' and that means sunny and breezy 

together. 

 

Well it's not one of my own but it's one that I heard and I think it's something you 

can do with particular genres of film and entertainment. And you could talk about a 

film being 'issuetainment', so it's a film that on an issue, a social issue but its also a 

film for entertainment so it's 'issuetainment' and if it's a very good film you could 

say it's 'issuetainment' at it's most 'issuetastic'. 

 

One I've just invented this very second is 'smasual' for smart and casual. 
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Ah, very good, so can you give me a sentence using smasual? 

 

I'm going to a smasual party tonight 

 

And what kind of clothes are you going to wear 

 

Smart/casual, 'smasual' clothes 

 

I think there are so many words missing in the English language to do with for 

example, taste, emotions, how you feel towards people and also for the weather 

 

So could you invent a word which you would, you might use to describe your 

feeling towards me? 

 

Shloppy, …shloppy 

 

It sounds a little bit like sloppy which I don't like 

 

 Sting__________________________________________________________0.07 
 

14.00 William: Yvonne, what word do you think ought to exist in English?  
 
Yvonne: (Um…) 
 
William: Well, you’ve got about five and half minutes to think of one! 
 

 Yvonne: In our competition this week, we’re asking YOU to coin a word in 

English. Think of a concept that doesn’t have a word at the moment, 

give it a word, and then make up a sentence with your new word in. 

 
 William: You might want to think about changing an existing English word by 

using a prefix like ‘un’ – so ‘unshout’ – or a suffix like ‘ism’ – so, 
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‘shoutism’. Or it might be a word that just sounds right -  

 
 Yvonne: - Like ‘shloppy’! 
  
 William: Yes, like shloppy 
  
 Yvonne: Email your entry to talk about English at BBC dot co dot uk before 

Monday 11th June – or you can use the uploading tool on the webcast 

page to send us an audio or video file of yourself talking about your 

coinage 

 William: Right – time for our last stash of word facts  
  

14.50 WORD FACTS 

 ‘To act’ is often used to simply mean ‘to do something’. You often hear it in 
situations where NOT doing something would have serious consequences… 
 
The governments of all nations must act now to stop child labour – wherever it 
occurs 
 
As a noun, ‘an act’ is a somewhat formal word, meaning an action: 
 
The judge said it was a violent, unprovoked act.  
 
‘Act’ also has a very specific meaning and for this we sometimes use a capital A. 
An ‘act of government’ is a new law or set of laws for a country: 
 
Parliament is set to pass the act on Wednesday 

 WORD FACTS – AND THAT’S A FACT 

  

15.40 William: You can hear all the Word Facts from this programme again, together 

with previously UNHEARD material, by downloading the mp3 file on 

the language page of the webcast website 

 

Yvonne: Now – you might find English pronunciation tricky, but what was it like 

in Shakespeare’s day? 

 

William:  Well, David Crystal worked with actors at the Globe Theatre in London 
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to help them speak their parts with something like an authentic 

Shakespearian pronunciation – and it’s quite different from the very 

‘proper’ way that Shakespeare is often performed! He gave me a taste of 

what it was really like… 

 David Crystal: 

16.10 Let me give you an example of how it sounds – Here’s the first few lines of the 
chorus speech to Henry V, spoken first of all in a modern accent: 
 
O for a Muse of fire, that would ascend  
The brightest heaven of invention, 
A kingdom for a stage, princes to act 
And monarchs to behold the swelling scene!  
 
Now in Shakespearean pronunciation, it would have been something a bit more like 
this:  
 
O for a Muse of fire, that would ascend  
The brightest heaven of invention, 
A kingdom for a stage, princes to act 
And monarchs to behold the swelling scene!  
 
… all sounding very different from the accent we’re used to today.  
 
 

17.25 

 

 

17.40 

SCHOOL BELL 

 

William:  School’s out! Time for our sixty second recap! 

  

17.45 INSERT 60 SECOND RECAP BED 

 

  What do we call a word in another language that sounds like a word in 

your own language – but which has a very different meaning? 

  

 Yvonne: A false friend, a false friend 
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 William: What’s another term for a live band? 

  

 Yvonne:  A live act, a live act 

  

 William: What verb means to invent a new word or phrase? 

  

 Yvonne:  To coin, to coin 

  

 William: What’s a noun form of to coin? 

  

 Yvonne:  Coinage, coinage 

  

 William: What’s a phrase meaning ‘unusual’? 

  

 Yvonne:  Out of the ordinary, out of the ordinary 

  

  

 END MUSIC 

  

18.45 William:  Well, it’s time to say goodbye – but Yvonne, have you thought up a new 

word yet…? 

  

 Yvonne: (responds – brief chat) 

  

 William:  Next week, Talk about English will be coming from Bell School in 

London – till then, goodbye! 

  

19.15 Yvonne:  Goodbye! 

 


