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About this script, William says … 
Sorry, this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. This is the script I 
used when I went into the studio but it isn’t always exactly what I said during the programme. 
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 INSERT SIG ESTABLISH DIP UNDER 

  

 William: Hello and welcome to Talk about English. I’m William Kremer 

  

 Callum: And I’m Callum Robertson. 

  

 William: Today we’re talking about the person some believe to be the greatest 

writer in the English language: Shakespeare. 

  

 Callum: Yes, and we’ll be asking: What makes Shakespeare great? 

  

  

 What makes Shakespeare great is the fact that his stories have stood the test of time: 

he used basic themes like tragedy, happiness, love, romance  

  

 William: And we make Callum perform a famous speech from a Shakespeare play 

  

  

 All the world's a stage, 

And all the men and women merely players; 

They have their exits and their entrances; 
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And one man in his time plays many parts 

  

 Callum: All that and a lot more besides in today’s Talk about English. 

  

1.00 TAG 

  

 William: Callum, do you know what a dramaturg is? 

  

 Callum:  [replies – explains dramatist] 

  

 William: Well, we’re actually joined in the studio by a dramaturg now! Dr 

Bridget Escolme is a Senior Lecturer in Theatre Studies at Queen Mary, 

University of London. Hello Bridget. 

  

 Bridget:  (replies)  

  

 William:  Bridget I’m told that you are, among many other things, a dramaturg. 

What is that? 

  

 Bridget:  (replies) (ALL DISCUSS) 

  

 Callum:  Well thanks for enlightening me, Bridget…  

  

3.00 WORD FACTS 

 Today’s word is ‘stage’, S – T – A – G – E. 

  

 A stage is a raised area which people can stand on to act in a play. Sometimes 

people might stand on a stage to play an instrument or make a speech. 

  

 When we’re talking about a play, we might say ‘on’ or ‘off’ stage, without using an 
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article.  

  

 His character is on stage for almost the whole play 

 The execution itself takes place off stage but you can hear everything 

  

 Sometimes, you’ll hear people talking about ‘the stage’. This usually means the 

theatre profession or the theatre as an art form 

  

 He went on the stage at the age of twenty 

 It was adapted for the stage from a best-selling book 

  

 ‘Stage’ with this meaning lends itself to many other theatrical terms. For example, 

stage fright is what people have if they are afraid of going on stage. A stage name is 

the name an entertainer chooses to be known by, but which isn’t their real name.  

  

 David Jones’s stage name is David Bowie. 

  

 WORD FACTS / AND THAT’S A FACT 

  

4.30 William:    Is ‘Callum Robertson’ a stage name or is it your real one, Callum? 

  

 Callum:  (replies) 

  

 William: Now – Shakespeare! It’s often said that Shakespeare is the greatest of 

all writers in English. He was born almost four hundred and fifty years 

ago and he wrote ABOUT 38 plays that have been translated into every 

living language. We asked some colleagues at Learning English: what is 

it that makes Shakespeare a great writer, rather than simply a quite good 

one? 

5.30  
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 Well I think it’s the timeless nature of the stories themselves… so many layers of 

meaning and can be interpreted in so many ways, through the ages and by people in 

different parts of the world.  

  

 What makes Shakespeare great is the fact that his stories have stood the test of time: 

people are still interested in plays like Romeo and Juliet… he used basic themes like 

tragedy, happiness, love, romance… basic things that are still important today, even 

politics, and that’s what made his stories last.  

  

 So many things but not always obvious to people… But I think first his use of 

language, beautiful beautiful use of language, his knowledge of life and his 

knowledge of human emotions… and his brilliance at bringing those things together 

onto the stage.  

  

  

  

6.30 William: A couple of interesting phrases, there. The first person said that what 

made Shakespeare a great writer, rather than a quite good one, was ‘the 

timeless nature of the stories themselves’. Callum, what does it mean for 

something to be ‘timeless’? 

  

 Callum: If something’s timeless then it doesn’t matter when you experience it, 

the effect will be the same. There was a couple of other phrases there 

that actually mean the same thing: one person said that Shakespeare’s 

plays ‘stood the test of time’… so it’s like the plays have passed the test 

that time has set for them – they’re timeless. Someone else said ‘that’s 

what made his stories last’ – this again means that they don’t lose their 

power through time. 
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 William: Do you think that Shakespeare is timeless, Bridget? 

  

 Bridget: (responds) 

• Perceptions of Shakespeare through time 

• When did people start to say Shakespeare was a genius? 

 • What SHE likes 

  

9.00 WORD FACTS 

 As a noun, stage has a second, main meaning. ‘A stage’ is a period of time in the 
development of something.  

  
 Relations between the two countries have reached a critical stage.  
  
 In formal English, someone might say ‘at this stage’ to mean ‘now’ 
  
 At this stage, I’m not prepared to invest any more money 
  
 ‘At one stage’ can mean a time in the past.  
  
 At one stage, I believed everything you said 
  
 The word is often used in the plural, stages, but the meaning is very similar. Notice 

that with the plural we use the preposition ‘in’, rather than ‘at’ 
  
 This project is in its final stages 
  

 WORD FACTS / AND THAT’S A FACT 

  

10.00 William:  Bridget, I’m guessing that a lot of people listening to this know some of 

Shakespeare’s most famous stories – Romeo and Juliet, for example – 

and some people may have read Shakespeare in English… But not 

everyone has a chance to see Shakespeare on stage. How important is 

this theatre experience to understanding the plays? 

  

 Bridget:  (responds) 
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   DISCUSS 

• And how would an audience in Shakespeare’s time have behaved? 

• (What makes a good Shakespeare production?) 

  

 Callum: Well our caller this week is Yinan Wang from China. William spoke to 

Yinan earlier, on her mobile… 

  

12.00  

  

 Hello? Who am I talking to today? 
  
 Hello – I’m Yinan. I’m from China but I’m studying in Japan now. My major is 

English. 
  
 I believe that your interested in Shakespeare, is that right? 
  
 Hmm, yeah. I had to read a lot of his masterpieces, such as Twelfth Night, As you 

like it, The Merchant of Venice, and so on. By the way –  
  
 Uh huh 
  
 I’m also interested in Shakespeare’s English. You know, it’s a little different from 

English that we use. 
  
 Ah yes, well I was going to ask you about that because I think that if you’re 

studying as an English person or an American person, studying Shakespeare, you 
can understand the stories, but it’s still quite difficult, sometimes, to understand the 
language, because some of the words have changed their meaning, or some of the 
words have a different meaning from what you think they are… Is that difficult for 
you? 

  
 Hmm… For me, it’s a little hard but sometimes I can read them in Chinese. 
  
 Ah I see, so you read, sometimes you read your Shakespeare plays in translation…. 

That’s OK, I don’t think you need to feel guilty about it!! 
  
 For me, I always watch DVDs, then I try to read in English… hmmm… so it is… 

easier for you to understand.  
  
 And Yinan, do you have a favourite quote from Shakespeare? 
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 Hmm. I like his ‘The seven ages..' .’ It is from As you like it. 
  
 Ah, the seven ages of man.  
  
 Yeah 
  
 That’s a very very famous –  
  
 Long. It is very very long! 
  
 Yes, OK, I won’t, I won’t ask you to recite that quote, Yinan. Thank you very much 

for coming onto the programme today.  
  
 Thank you very much. 
  
  
  
  
14.35 William: Well at the end there Yinan said that her favourite quote from 

Shakespeare was the Seven Ages of Man. Here’s a clip from the start or 

this very famous passage, and I’m sure that you WON’T recognise the 

voice… 

  

  

   

All the world's a stage, 

And all the men and women merely players; 

They have their exits and their entrances; 

And one man in his time plays many parts, 

His acts being seven ages. At first the infant, 

Mewling and puking in the nurse's arms; 

Then the whining school-boy, with his satchel 

And shining morning face, creeping like snail 

Unwillingly to school. 
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15.15 William:  Callum, in years to come I think that will be seen as a classic rendering 

of The Seven Ages of Man!  

  

 That’s a speech that you’ll find in the comedy, As you like it. 

  

 Callum: … But you can also find it on the webcast website, by clicking on the 

‘language’ tab. You’ll be able to listen to the rest of my recording, and 

download the script, together with some notes we’ve written to help 

explain some of the more difficult or old-fashioned words… 

  

  

15.30 William:  Now, if you’re listening at home, and you would like to share YOUR 

favourite quote from Shakespeare, well, you could win a prize for 

doing exactly that.  

  

 Callum:  Tell us what your favourite quote is, and explain any difficult words, 

or words that have changed their meaning. Lastly, and most 

importantly, tell us what you like about the passage.  

  

 William:  To enter the competition, send your email to Talk About English at 

BBC dot co dot uk. Alternatively, you could upload an audio or 

video clip of yourself reading the quote using our NEW uploading 

tool, which you’ll find on the competition page of the webcast 

website. 

  

 WORD FACTS 

  

 Stage can be used as a transitive verb: ‘to stage something’. We use it to talk about 
organising plays, but also other kinds of public events 

  
 The group staged a demonstration in front of the Houses of Parliament 
 London is staging the Olympics in 2012 
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 When we use ‘stage’ in the passive voice, it sometimes means that something is not 

real or true.   
  
 He didn’t really die. The whole thing was staged for the press.  
  
 If something is ‘carefully staged’ this is probably the meaning.  
  
 A different verb with a similar meaning is to stage-manage. This informal verb 

means to control an event so that it seems natural but actually achieves the result 
you want 

  
 It wasn’t a proper debate – they stage-managed the whole thing to make the 

president seem clever and in control 
  
  WORD FACTS 
  
17.15 BELL 

  

 William: Ah, would you believe we’re almost at the end of the programme – just 

time for our 60 second recap. Listen carefully and try to answer these 

questions… 

  

INSERT 60 SECOND RECAP BED 

 

17.30  How do you spell stage? 

  

 Callum: s - t - a - g - e 

  

 William: What do we call the name an entertainer chooses to be known by, but 

which isn’t their real name? 

  

 Callum:  A stage name, a stage name 

  

 William: What word describes a work of art whose effect doesn’t change through 

time?  
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 Callum:  Timeless, timeless 

  

 William: What phrase can mean ‘now’? 

  

 Callum:  At this stage, at this stage 

  

 William: What phrase can mean ‘a time in the past’? 

  

 Callum:  At one stage, at one stage 

  

 William: And, what’s the word that comes next: All the world’s a  

  

 Callum:  All the world’s a stage!!! All the world’s a stage!!! 

  

18.30 END MUSIC 

  

 William:  Well, sadly it’s now time for us to make our exit, but Dr Bridget 

Escolme, thank you very much for coming today…. 

  

 Bridget: (responds) 

  

 Callum:  And just to let you know that there’ll be a special programme on the 

LANGUAGE of Shakespeare in a couple of weeks… 

  

 William:  That’s after our monthly quiz programme next week… and I’ll see you 

then. Goodbye! 

  

19.15 ALL: Goodbye 

 


