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Callum: Hello and welcome to Talk about English, I’m Callum Robertson. 

 

William: And I’m William Kremer. 

 

Callum: Coming up in the programme, we’re continuing our topic of the environment. 

 

William: We look at the subject of recycling 

 

Gareth Lloyd  

We’ve actually worked out that the current recycling in the UK is the same as taking 3.5 

million cars off the road so it is well worth doing. 

 

Callum: And we talk to a listener about the environment and his favourite English 

expression 

 

Anil Kumar 

Hello, my name is Anil, I’m from India. Best things in life are free. This is a saying which I 

like very much. 

 

William: All that and more in today’s Talk about English. 
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Callum: So William, this is the first time we’ve done the programme together, are you 

feeling up to it? Ready to go?  

 

William: (Responds) 

 

Callum: We’ve been concentrating on the topic of the environment over the last few 

weeks; 

 

William: Yes, it’s one of those subjects that’s in the news a lot. Every week there seems 

to be new stories of the damage that humans seem to be doing to the planet. 

 

Callum: But what, as individuals can we do about it? We’ll find out in a little while. 

Before that though it’s time for the first of today’s Word Facts. 

 

WORD FACTS 1 

WORD FACTS 

Today’s word is green 

G – R – DOUBLE E - N 

Green has five letters but only four sounds and just one syllable - green. 

Green is a colour, the colour of grass and leaves on trees.  

It can be an adjective or a noun and it appears in a number of metaphorical, idiomatic and 

other expressions 

WORD FACTS / AND THAT’S A FACT 

 

William: So green is our word of the day and there’ll be more word facts throughout the 

programme. 

 

Callum: Our main topic today is recycling. It’s something that now in Britain most 

people do to a certain degree. But William, what do we mean by recycling? 
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William: It’s to do with our rubbish. Our waste. If we throw it away it goes into a big 

hole in the ground, called a land-fill. But some things can be used again. 

Bottles for example can be washed and reused or made into new bottles. This is 

recycling, using something again, not throwing it away.  

 

Callum: I certainly remember as a child taking bottles back to the shop and getting 

money, but it seems only fairly recently that we’ve really started recycling 

seriously in this country, bottles metal, paper, plastics. Anyway, our guest 

today can tell us more about the subject. Unfortunately he isn’t able to join us 

in the studio but I was able to speak to him on the phone earlier this morning. 

His name’s Gareth Lloyd and he’s director of communications at the 

environmental organisation WRAP – the Waste Resources Action Programme. 

I asked him first what the purpose or WRAP is. 

 

Gareth Lloyd  

Well the purpose of the organisation is to develop campaigns to make us more resource 

efficient and what that really means is to boost the amount of recycling in the country but also 

to look at new ways of minimising our waste so we don’t even need to recycle it in the first 

place. 

 

I remember when I was a child taking bottles but I wonder, when did recycling really begin to 

take off and become a priority in this country? 

 

I think it probably goes back ten or fifteen years when we started to have a lot more bottle 

banks in the country but our rate of recycling was still six, eight percent and probably in the 

last ten years it’s really started to move along and what is very noticeable is there’s been a 

steep increase in the last three years, the rate of recycling has nearly doubled and it’s now up 

to 27% of household waste 

 

It may seem like a silly question or a basic question but why is it necessary to recycle? 
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No, well, that’s a very good question. You do two good things or three good things for the 

environment. It reduces the amount of rubbish we send to landfill sites and certainly in the 

UK we’re certainly running out of space in landfill sites, that’s big holes in the ground, which 

we used to have lot of but we don’t have so many of now. It also helps conserve energy 

because if you reuse those materials, for example glass, you can save a lot of energy rather 

than using new raw materials and it’s actually a positive way that all of us can make a positive 

contribution to tackling climate change. We’ve actually worked out that the current recycling 

in the UK is the same as taking 3.5 million cars off the road so it is well worth doing. 

 

Comment from Callum and Will 

 

Callum: It’s Word Facts time 

 

WORD FACTS 2 

WORD FACTS 

As an adjective the word “green” is used to describe the environment in general such as areas 

which have a lot of green plants and trees 

“I like the English countryside, it’s very green” 

“London is a very green city, there are lots of parks” 

It’s also used to talk about things that help and protect the environment. 

“Amsterdam is a very green city, there are bicycles everywhere and the dutch are very keen 

on recycling” 

“These days many companies are looking to develop green forms of energy, such as solar 

power and wind power” 

As a noun, ‘a Green’ is someone who belongs to the political party, the Green party. 

It’s also a large area of grass at the centre of a village where people can walk, sit and play 

games. 

“When I was a child I remember playing on the village green outside my grandparents’ house, 

it’s a car park now.” 
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And ‘greens’ are the vegetables you have to eat 

“My mum always told me that I couldn’t have any ice-cream until I had finished my greens!”  

WORD FACTS / AND THAT’S A FACT 

 

Callum: As we heard in the word facts ‘green’ is a word frequently associated with 

environmental issues. I suppose because it’s one the main colours in nature, 

particularly in countries with a lot of rain, like Britain. But is Britain a 

particularly green country, I asked Gareth Lloyd from WRAP about the habits 

of the British, how much waste do we produce and how much do we recycle 

 

Gareth Lloyd 

We think that is about roughly about a metric tonne of waste generated per average household 

 

And how much of that are we recycling at the moment? 

 

Well the good news is we’ve had a steep increase in the last three years. It used to be 14% of 

that would be recycled, it’s now 27% so it’s nearly doubled. So that’s 27% of that which is 

recycled so it goes back into something else, it’s transformed into another bottle another can 

and it all takes it away from landfill so there’s agood environmental benefit there. 

 

And what’s the, do you think, the biggest challenge for recycling? 

 

Well I actually think we need to boost the rate of recycling but also think much more about 

what we can do in terms of waste minimisation so we need to start looking hard, I know the 

supermarkets are starting to do this at how to actually reduce excess packaging, how to get 

those reusable bags used much more, how to use technology to actually help us get the 

products that we need in the minimum packaging. But it’s worth saying the actually we’re all 

asking questions in this country more and more about our waste. I mean it was one of those 

things that we probably didn’t want to think about. Somebody would take it away for us and 

get rid of it and we didn’t want to think of it. The reality is that we do need to think about it, 
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it’s part of looking after our environment. Recycling makes a strong contribution to tackling 

climate change and I think that many of us as shoppers are asking questions about whether we 

should be taking all those plastic bags. Currently I think the estimate is in the UK we use 15 

billion plastic bags and so everyone is doing their bit when they take in a reusable bag and use 

it and use it and use it again because it’s taking all of that material away from landfill.    

 

Comment from Callum 

 

Callum: This is Talk about English from BBC Learning English dot com. Still to come 

our international caller and details of our latest competition. 

 

William: But now, here are some more word facts 

 

WORD FACTS 3 

WORD FACTS 

Green is used in a number of idiomatic expressions. Someone who is good at gardening is 

said to have ‘green-fingers’ and be ‘green-fingered’ 

“I’m hopeless in the garden, everything I touch dies, but my mum’s very green-fingered, she 

grows all her own vegetables” 

Green is also the colour of envy: 

“When my brother got a new car I was green with envy” 

And jealousy is described as the ‘green-eyed monster.’ 

Green is also the colour of inexperience. 

“He’s still a bit green, he needs some more experience before he can meet the really important 

clients.” 

Green is also the colour used to describe someone who is not looking very well, for example 

someone suffering from sea sickness. 

“You look green, is everything alright?” 

“I don’t feel very well, I hate boats, I think I’m going to be sick!” 

And if you give something the ‘green light’ you approve it and allow it to start. 
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“The government gave the London Olympic bid the green light.” 

This expression can also be a verb: 

The government green-lighted the London Olympic bid. 

WORD FACTS / AND THAT’S A FACT 

 

Callum: And now time to take an international view of our topic. Earlier this week I 

spoke on the phone to a Talk about English listener 

 

Anil Kumar phone call 

Phone FX 

C: Who am I speaking to today? 

A: My name is Anil, I am from India but currently I’m in the US. 

C: And what are you doing in the US? 

A: I’m now attached with the Brown University in Providence in Rhode Island and I am here 

as a part of an environmental programme, a global environmental programme. 

C: So you’re involved with environmental studies, how green are you yourself? 

A: I believe in a simple way of life, small is beautiful, that is my concept. So I don’t have a 

car, I used to cycle a lot, I used to go to my office by cycle, wherever I can walk I go by walk. 

And I used to wear only cotton clothes. So the reduction, the reduction in a maximum 

possible way and reuse the maximum possible way. I conduct a simple life. 

C: Is it possible where you are now in the US to recycle things, do they have a good recycling 

policy? 

A: They have a very good system now, in fact I had an opportunity to visit a recycling centre 

so there I saw that how efficiently they are recycling, but the amount of trash they recycle it is 

getting increased day by day. 

C: And how does it compare to India, your home country, can you do recycling there as well? 

A: Recycling in our country in case of solid waste it is not internalised in our minds, either 

the individual mind or in the government sector, but we try to recycle other organic waste, our 

food materials, for example. In my home I have a small earthen pit where all our kitchen 

waste, my wife is very very particular in getting all the waste to recycle into good organic 
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manure and we use this organic manure, it’s a fine organic manure for growing other 

vegetables. So such kind of organic material recycling is getting like this in India but the solid 

waste, no. 

C: One final question, we ask all of our telephone callers if they have a favourite English 

expression and I wonder if you could share yours with us. 

A: What I can remember in this context is ‘best things in life are free’. 

C: Right, the best things in life are free, that’s a very good expression. 

A: Yea, yea, because if you look at our nature, whether it is water or air, everything it is free, 

but unfortunately human kind, you know, we price everything and we feel that when price is 

attached with a resource its value gets more, so this way you know our humanity is going 

down so our old sayings have the wisdom in it, so this is a saying which I like very much, best 

things in life are free. 

C: Anil it’s been very very nice to talk to you, thank you for joining us. 

A: Thank you so much Callum, bye, bye. 

 

Callum: That was Anil Kumar working on a project in the US at the moment but 

originally from India. It was an interesting point he made at the end there, the 

best things in life are free but we put a price on everything and when it has a 

price we think it has more value. 

 

William & Callum discuss 

 

Callum: Now it’s time to tell you about this week’s competition. Anil gave us the 

expression “The best things in life are free”. We want you to write a short piece 

using that as the title.  

 

William: It could be a story, a discussion or even a poem. The winning entry will be 

published on the website with corrections and comments from us and the writer 

will also get a special BBC Learning English prize. You can find all the details 

on the competition page of the website. 



 

 
 

Talk about English 
May 10th, 2007 

© BBC Learning English 2007 
Page 9 of 10 

bbclearningenglish.com 
 

 

 

Callum: And now, here are the last of today’s Word Facts. 

 

INSERT WORD FACTS 4      Dur: 55” 

WORD FACTS 

Some other words and expressions ‘green’. 

The green room is a term from the theatre. It’s a place in a theatre or TV studio where actors 

and performers can wait and relax. 

A greengrocer is someone sells fruit and vegetables in a shop which is known as the 

greengrocer’s. 

The greenback is slang in North America for the US dollar 

The green welly brigade is slang in Britain for middle-class people who live in the country. 

And finally, a greenhouse is a building made of glass which is used for growing plants and 

protecting them from the weather. A greenhouse keeps heat trapped and it’s this use of 

greenhouse that gives us the expression ‘the greenhouse effect’. 

WORD FACTS / AND THAT’S A FACT 

 

BELL 

 

William: Well that bell means it’s nearly the end of the programme, just time to squeeze 

in our 60 second recap of language from today’s programme. 

 

Callum: Listen carefully and try to answer these questions. 

 

 How do you spell recycle? 

 

William: r – e – c – y – c – l - e 

 

Callum: What does someone who is good at gardening have? 
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William: green fingers, green fingers 

 

Callum: What’s the big hole in the ground rubbish is taken to called 

 

William: a landfill, a landfill 

 

Callum: What is the name of the building used to grow plants and protect them from the 

weather? 

 

William: A greenhouse, a greenhouse 

 

Callum: What colour is a greenhouse? 

 

William: A greenhouse has no colour, it’s made of glass 

 

 

Callum: Well that’s all we have time for today, join us again next week for another 

special Talk about English check the website for details.  

 

Goodbyes 

 

 


