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About this script, Amber says … 
Sorry, this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. This is the script I 
used when I went into the studio but it isn’t always exactly what was said during the 
programme. 
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Amber: Hello. I’m Amber. And this is Talk About English from BBC Learning English. 

Today’s programme is all about radio drama. What makes a radio play special? 

And what can you, as a student of English, gain from listening to radio plays? 

To help me answer these questions, I’m joined in the studio by Marc Beeby, a 

BBC Radio Drama producer.  

 

Marc: Hello, it’s good to be here. 

 

Amber: We have our usual ‘word facts’, and joining us today is William Kremer, who 

works here at BBC Learning English.  

 

William: Hello! And if you’re new to radio drama, we tell you how you can access a 

world of plays by clicking a link on our webcast page! 

 

Amber: We also hear from Iury - a very special caller to the programme - from Brazil. 

 

Iury: I listen (to the) webcast every week, but it’s the first time that I’m speaking to a     

native speaker! 
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Amber: All of that in today’s Talk About English.  

William, to start, do you have a strong memory of listening to a radio play? 

 

William: Yes, I do … The Idiot. 

 

Amber: That’s interesting. And I find with radio drama, what you’ve heard and how it 

made you feel really does get fixed in your mind. I’ll ask Marc about all these 

things in a moment, but now, here’s our first WORD FACT. 

 

WORD FACTS 1____________________________________________________________ 

Our first word is the noun ‘dramatist’. A dramatist writes plays; they’re a ‘playwright’.  

Shakespeare is considered by many people to be the world’s finest dramatist. 

We also have the verb ‘to dramatise’. If you dramatise a book or a story, you make it into a 

play. 

Someone should dramatise this new novel – the characters are really strange and the plot is 

gripping! 

An adaptation. An adaptation is a film, TV programme or radio drama that has been made 

from a book or a play. 

I loved that film adaptation of Romeo and Juliet – it was so beautiful to look at and I cried at 

the end! 

WORD FACTS – AND THAT’S A FACT! 

 

Amber: Marc, I love to go the theatre but I’m a fan of radio drama - if I hear a play on 

the radio, it’s somehow more exciting and memorable. What do you think is 

special – magical even – about radio drama? 

 

Marc: (replies) 
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William: Marc, could take us now behind the scenes of your job for a moment and 

describe some of the decisions you have to make to bring a play to life on the 

radio? 

 

Marc: (replies) 

 

Amber: And that brings us onto our next WORDFACT. 

 

WORD FACTS 2____________________________________________________________ 

Here’s a reminder of some words to do with plays and dramas. 

The cast. The cast is the characters, or people, in a play. 

Our next school play has a very big cast so everyone will get a chance to act.  

The structure. The structure is the shape of the play. A radio play, for example, is usually 

divided into ‘scenes’, or parts, like a stage play. Sometimes several scenes are grouped 

together into an ‘act’. 

The actors love the structure of this play because it has lots of funny scenes and all three acts 

are set in unusual locations. 

The dialogue. The dialogue is the words spoken by the characters.  

The dialogue is extremely important in a play because it reveals so much about the 

characters’ motives. 

WORD FACTS – AND THAT’S A FACT! 

 

Amber: You’re listening to Talk About English from bbclearningenglish.com. In this 

programme, we’re talking about radio plays. So stay with us for some tips on 

how you can enjoy the drama, and improve your English at the same time! 

 

William: Now though, it’s time for our caller, Iury, who’s a student of journalism in 

Brazil. 

(Pre-recorded on 14/01/08) 

William:  Hello er … is that Iury? 
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Iury:   Yes, yes it's me.  
 
William:  Today we're talking about radio drama. Have you… do you have radio 

drama in Brazil? 
 
Iury:   Erm … not at all. I think it's not quite common here…. Radio drama.  
 
William:  Do you think er… a classic story or a classic novel can work on radio or do 

you think that television is much better for drama? 
 
Iury:  Well both are great but in radio I think it's more difficult because there is no 

visual in fact on the person that is listening to the radio, so the actors have to 
be more like … to make that person that is listening to the radio drama to 
understand what they are feeling … 

 
William:  So they have to be very good actors don't they and very expressive.  
 
Iury:   Yes that's right.   
 
William:  You speak English very well erm but tell me, do you get the chance to 

practise English with native speakers? 
 
Iury:  No, in fact it is the first time that I am speaking to a native speaker of 

English.  
 
William:  Really? This is the very first time? 
 
Iury:  Yes, yes it is. I've been studying English for nine years but it is the first time 

that I am speaking to a native speaker.   
 
William:  So how do you practise then if you don't have native speakers who you can 

practise talking with?  How do you for example improve your 
pronunciation? 

 
Iury:  Well, I watch the videos on the BBC and the audios – I listen the webcast 

every week … 
 
William:  Ah, that's what we like to hear! [laughs] what else do you do? 
 
Iury:  Well there is a website in the internet and I go there and I have a voice chat 

with people from all over the world so that I can practise my English. 
 
William:  Well Iury, it's been great talking to you today. Thank you so much for 

coming onto the programme.  
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Iury:   Thank you so much William. 
 
William:  Ok, goodbye.  
 
Iury:   Goodbye. 
 
William: Marc, Iury talked about how in a radio play there are ‘no visuals’ of the 

characters and so ‘the actors have to make the listener understand what they’re 

feeling’. What skills does a radio actor need (as opposed to a stage or screen 

actor)?   

 

Marc: (replies) 

 

Amber: Now let’s focus what international students of English can gain from   

listening to radio plays. Marc, you used to be a teacher of English before you 

became a radio drama producer, so with that hat on as well, please would you 

talk about some of the ways that listening to radio plays can be helpful to 

students? 

 

Marc: (replies) 

 

Amber: And now it’s time for our final WORD FACT. 

 

WORD FACTS 3____________________________________________________________ 

Now, some words and expressions to do with the theatre and plays - but you can also use 

them in everyday situations. 

To suspend your disbelief. If you suspend your disbelief, you try to ignore your knowledge 

that what you are seeing isn’t true, especially when you are watching a film or a play. 

Enjoy the movie – but get ready to suspend your disbelief – it’s a very silly plot! 

To be waiting in the wings. If you’re waiting in the wings, you’re ready to do something if 

necessary or if a suitable time comes. In the theatre, it means you are literally waiting off-

stage and ready to appear before the audience. 
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Sarah, can I ask you to be waiting in the wings during Michael’s presentation? He may need 

you to step forward and give your opinion too.    

To be centre stage. If you’re centre stage, you have an important position and get a lot of 

attention. In the theatre, you are literally in the middle of the stage and therefore, the focus of 

the action. 

After the boss retired, Clare could finally be centre stage.  

WORD FACTS – AND THAT’S A FACT! 

 
William: Finally, Marc, what tips can you give students on how to get the best out of 

listening to a radio drama? 

 

Marc: (replies) 

 

Amber: Thank you very much, Marc. And if you’d like to join our discussion on radio 

drama, please write a comment on the webcast page of BBC Learning English. 

 

William: And if you like the sound of radio drama and want to listen to some – we’ve   

made it very easy for you! On the webcast page, there’s a link to BBC World 

Service Drama, a weekly play for people all over the world. There’s also a link 

saying ‘Launch the BBC Radio Player’. Click on this, and it will open up the 

BBC’s online radio player, where you’ll see a long list of dramas and arts 

programmes … Enjoy!  

 
SCHOOL BELL 
 
Amber: That bell means we only have time left for a quick recap. 

 What’s another word meaning ‘playwright’? 

 

William: Dramatist. Dramatist. 

 

Amber: And what is the verb which means to make a book into a play? 
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William: To dramatise. To dramatise. 

 

Amber: In a play, what do we call the words spoken by the characters? 

 

William: The dialogue. The dialogue. 

 

Amber: In the theatre, what expression means to be in the middle of the stage and 

therefore the focus of attention? 

 

William: To be centre stage. To be centre stage. 

 

Amber: Thank you for listening! 

 

All: Goodbye! 


