
BBC Learning English 
Talk about English webcast 
December 13th 2007 
Quiz for teachers 
 
About this script, Callum says … 
Sorry, this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. This is the script I 
used when I went into the studio but it isn’t always exactly what I said during the programme. 
 
   

 
 

Talk about English © BBC Learning English 2007 
 Page 1 of 7 

bbclearningenglish.com 
 

 
 

Callum: Hello, I’m Callum Robertson and this is Talk about English from BBC 

Learning English dot com. Today we have a quiz, but a quiz with a difference. 

Instead of teams of students I have teachers in the studio with me today for a 

special Christmas edition of the Talk about English quiz. 

 

Every month we’ve had a quiz with students from schools around London. 

This week my guests are teachers from some of those schools who have helped 

to organise and arrange those students for us.  

 

Without further ado let me introduce, in no particular order, my guests today, 

first Gary from the Francis King School of English, Roberta from the 

University of Westminster, Katy from the English studio and lastly but by no 

means leastly, Sam Wreglesworth, from Oxford House College. 

 

(Teachers introduce themselves and say a little bit about their teaching background) 

 

Callum: (Time now for round one. This round has questions all about things that have 

happened in London and around the UK and the world this year and which we 

have featured in some way on the BBC Learning English site. 

 

Literature: 

Which series of novels came to end this year with the publication of the seventh book in the 

series? 

Harry Potter 
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For an extra point, what was the name of the last book? 

Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows? 

 

Arts: 

31 one of these popped up on buildings along the river Thames this summer. There were all 

identical. What were they? 

Statues (Antony Gormley) 

 

The former Prime Minister John Major published a book this year about which English sport? 

Cricket - More Than a Game - The Story of Cricket's Early Years 

 

In May thousands of people queued in the middle of the night for the launch of a new range of 

clothing by which Super Model? 

Kate Moss 

 

Science and science fiction 

Star Trek was one of the most popular English language science fiction television series. 

James Doohan was a cast member who died in 2005. But what happened to his ashes this year?  

 

They were fired into space. 

Fancy that as a final journey? 

 

Which Chinese army arrived in London this autumn? 

The Terracotta Warriors 

 

Which 90’s girl power pop group reunited this year ? 

Spice Girls 

 

What are the nicknames of the spice girls? 

Sporty, baby, scary, posh, ginger 
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Where did they play their first show? 

Vancouver 

 

What has started in Germany that means you don’t need cash, card or cheque for shopping? 

Using fingerprint to pay. 

 

Which team won this year’s Rugby World Cup? 

South Africa 

 

GONG 

 

And that’s the end of the first round. Here to tell us the scores so far, is Elena. 

 

(Elena gives scores) 

 

 

Callum: Now on to round two which is a language round. 

 

 There is lots of audio that can be heard on and downloaded from BBC 

Learning English and this round is about the content of some of that.  

  

The first question is an audio question, from our series Keep Your English up 

to date by Professor David Crystal, have you heard of him? 

 

In this series he gives short talks about words and expressions which are 

unusual, new or are changing meaning. Listen to this excerpt which word is he 

talking about?  

 

DAVID CRYSTAL 

You've seen it on television, or in the street, hundreds of times, thousands of times. Two 

people come towards each other, they obviously know each other very well, and they start to 

kiss each other - but it's not a full frontal kiss. No, what happens, one person puts the cheek 
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against the other person's cheek and they have what is often called an 'air' kiss. They make a 

kissing noise, which shows that they're coming together, as great intimates, but it's not a real 

kiss at all. And many people then give this air kiss a noise, a word, and it's usually ________ 

_______ 

 

Callum: So what was the word? 

 

Well let’s have a listen and see if you’re right 

 

DAVID CRYSTAL ANSWER 

…and it's usually 'mwah', 'mwah' 

 

Callum: How do you spell this word? (Mwah) 

 

Well let’s have a listen and see if you’re right 

 

DAVID CRYSTAL SPELLING 

Now, how do you write it? Well nobody knows quite how to write it, but it's really m-w-a-h. I 

saw it written in about the mid-nineties for the first time. 

 

Callum: This year we launched a video series for learning English called the teacher. It 

won the English Speaking Union President’s Award for the way it taught 

English idioms.  

 

Listen now to a short clip from The Teacher, what idiom is he talking about? 

 

THE TEACHER 

In English, if there’s something we don’t like very much for example a sport or a type of 

music, we can say __________________ . 

 

Callum:  Are you right? Here’s the teacher again. 
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THE TEACHER 

it's not my cup of tea 
 

Callum: Now, onto pronunciation, who can pronounce schwa? 

 

(discuss pronunciation – how important is it?) 

 

Callum: Now because you are all teachers I wonder if you wouldn’t mind sharing some 

of your expertise by passing on a couple of tips for learners? 

 

(Teachers give some tips for learning English) 

 

GONG 

 

Callum: Now at the end of that round, Elena, what are the scores? 

 

Elena gives scores 

 

Callum: And now on to round three, general knowledge 

 

Very cold today, cycling in the ducks were walking across a frozen lake. There used to fairs 

and markets on the River Thames when it froze. When was the last one. (Point to the closest.) 

1814 

 

How many days are there in 2008? 

366 – It’s a leap year. 

 

How can you calculate whether a year is a leap year or not? 

It’s divisible by 4  

(except for centennial years (those ending in -00) which are not evenly divisible by 400) 

 

The extra day is February 29th, but traditionally what is it said that women can do on that day 

that they can’t do on any other day? 
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Propose marriage 

 

This month is the 75 Anniversary of the BBC World Service, what precious material is 

associated with a 75th Anniversary. 

Diamond 

 

If 1 is annual, 100 is Centennial, what is 75 years 

Semisesquicentennial, Variations: Demisesquicentennial or hemisesquicentennial 

 

The World Service began as the BBC Empire Service in 1932. Which country hosted the 

Olympics that year. 

USA (Los angeles) 

 

In English there are only four common words that end in dous. Can you tell me three: 

tremendous, horrendous, stupendous, and hazardous. 

 

Which Shakespearean character speaks the famous soliloquy which begins “To be or not to 

be …” 

Hamlet 

 

And for an extra point can you recite any more? 

To be, or not to be: that is the question: 

Whether 'tis nobler in the mind to suffer 

The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune, 

Or to take arms against a sea of troubles, 

And by opposing end them? To die: to sleep; 

 

BELL 

 

Well, that’s all we have time for in our special Christmas quiz.  
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Just time to read out the final scores, but remember this is just for fun, there are no losers, 

only winners! 

 

(Elena read final scores) 

 

So congratulations and a big thank you to my guests Gary, Roberta, Katy and Sam not only 

for being my guests today but also for all your help in 2007. 

 

That’s all from this edition of Talk about English, until next time, goodbye. 

 

 


