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About this script, Jackie says … 
Sorry, this is not a word for word transcript of the programme as broadcast. This is the 
script I used when I went into the studio but it isn’t always exactly what I said during 
the programme. 
 
   
Jackie: Hello, this is Talk About English from BBC Learning English in London. 

I'm Jackie Dalton and continuing our religious theme for this month we'll 

be finding about why the next couple of weeks are very important for 

Hindus around the world… 

 

Yogen Shah 

It's a time of great joy…looking forward to it... 

 

Jackie: And we speak to one of our listeners in India. 

 

Soumegha 

I'm a fun-loving girl, a totally sporty girl and I'm very fond of adventures! 

 

Jackie:  The language focus of this programme is festivals and celebrations. 

That's all coming up in Talk About English! I'm joined on the 

programme today by our very own delightful Callum Robertson, who's 

going to be sharing his vast expertise on matters of the English language. 

Hello Callum! 

 

Callum: (responds) 
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Jackie: And I'm also joined by Rajesh Priyadarshi from the World Service's 

Hindi service. Rajesh thanks very much for coming along. 

 

Rajesh: (responds) 

 

Jackie: And you'll be telling us all about preparations that are going on for a very 

important event that's coming up, but not before our first Word Facts, the 

topic of which is celebrations! 

 

WORD FACTS  

'To celebrate' means to show that an event or occasion is important by doing something 

special or fun: 

It's William's birthday tomorrow and we're going out for a drink to celebrate. 

Do people celebrate Christmas in your country? 

 

'To celebrate' can also mean to perform a religious ceremony, especially the Christian 

Mass: 

We celebrate mass every week. 

 

We can call an occasion or party where we celebrate something 'a celebration': 

We're having a celebration for William's birthday tomorrow. 

I've got a new job! This calls for a celebration! 

WORD FACTS – AND THAT'S A FACT! 

 

Jackie: Well, one event that lots and lots of people all around the world are 

preparing to celebrate is Diwali. Rajesh, can you tell us about it? 

 

Rajesh:  (explain) 

 

Jackie: In a moment we're going to hear about how thousands of people will be 

celebrating the Diwali festival here in London. But first, Callum, let's 
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talk a bit about the language of festivals. A festival isn't necessarily a 

religious occasion, is it? 

  

Callum: There are many kinds of festival.  

E.g. Film festival, theatre festival  

 If you want to talk about how often a festival occurs, you can use words 

like annual, monthly.  

 

Jackie: Well last weekend I went to one of the biggest Hindu temples outside 

India, which is in Neasden, in North West London. It's an absolutely 

stunning place – you can see a picture of it on our webpage. There were 

all sorts of activities going on, in particular preparations for the 

celebration of Diwali. While I was there, I chatted to Yogen Shah, who is 

a volunteer at the temple. As we listen to him, there's an expression to 

look out for that will come up… 'to pay your respects'. 

 

Callum: (explains: to show you honour someone or something) 

 

Jackie: As you listen to Yogen Shah, try to answer this question: how many 

different dishes do people celebrating Diwali offer to their Lord? 

 

YOGEN_ SHAH 

On actual Diwali day, we expect approximately 10-15,000 people to come through and 

on the New Year's Day we expect approximately 45,000 people to come through. 

People actually celebrate this at home with their friends and family and then they come 

over here to the Mandir to pay their respects and also celebrate together as a community. 

And on New Year's Day, we have what we call the Ankot, which is the traditional 

offering of food dishes – vegetarian dishes - to the Lord and we have approximately 

1,200 different dishes that are offered to the Lord so there are a lot of preparations that 

need to take place for that.  
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Jackie: Did you get the answer? 

 

Callum: 1,200 dishes.  

 

All: Chat about food, prasadam – what is it? 

 

Jackie: As you listen to Yogen Shah again, try to answer this question: how old 

are the people who take part in preparations? 

 

YOGEN SHAH 

- For each visitor that comes through, they take away prasadem from the Mandir as well, 

and, which again is an offering to the Lord and they take part of it with them and the 

preparations that need to take place for approximately 60,000 packets, there is a lot 

involved in that and you can hear the buzz going on around because you've got little 

kids all the way down to the very aged people who help out together as a community. 

- I think one of the things that's really stunned me as I've come in here is just, you know, 

the noise, the activity and the buzz but also, as I've been hearing from you the sheer 

number of people who actually come here. Where have they all come from? 

- New Year's and Diwali is a major festival for all Hindus so people are going to make 

an effort to come from all over the UK, we also have some people that come from 

Europe as well, various different parts of Europe: Portugal, France, Belgium, Sweden. 

 

Jackie: So people coming from all over Europe to the Mandir in North West 

London to celebrate Diwali. What kind of age are the people who help 

prepare? 

 

Callum: All ages – very young to old. 

 

Jackie: Rajesh, Diwali is certainly a festival that all ages seem to really enjoy, 

isn't it? 

 



 

 
 

Talk about English © BBC Learning English 2007 
 Page 5 of 9 

bbclearningenglish.com 
 

 

Rajesh: (responds) 

 

Jackie: As I was visiting the temple I came across a room where food – lots of it 

– was being prepared… 

  

YOGEN SHAH + JACKIE 

- So we're in a room here that has an amazing smell and lots of men with rakes - what 

are they doing?  

- They're actually preparing the savoury items – easiest term, 'Bombay mix'... This is 

going to be part of the prasadem that will be packed to dish out to all the visitors that 

come on New Year's Day and on Diwali as well. We're going to pack approximately 

60,000 packets and as you can see this is approximately half a tonne of Bombay mix 

being prepared here.  

- Just an entire room filled with Bombay mix all across the floor on sheets, basically, it's 

amazing! So we can see the men here who are preparing the food – where are they from 

are they cooks, or…? 

- These people are not cooks they're actually volunteers. They've learned their skills 

here at the Mandir here, and they're all volunteers from all different walks of life 

someone of them may be businessman, some of them may be consultants in some of the 

larger firms, like PWC, Logica all those firms as well. So here, as a volunteer, nothing 

about your social status counts at all. Everyone works at one level and together to 

prepare for this event.  

 

Jackie: So people involved in the preparations are from all walks of life – what 

do we mean by all walks of life? 

 

Callum: (explain – many different backgrounds) 

 

Jackie: Time for our next Word Facts! 
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WORD FACTS 

Let's have a look at some language structures that we often hear involving the word 

'festival', starting with some verbs that go before 'festival'. To talk about the people 

who've arranged the event we can use 'having a festival' or 'holding a festival'. 

They're having a film festival next week – you should come! 

They're holding a beer festival in my village, it should be great. 

 

If you want to talk about going to a festival, you can use 'to go to' or 'to attend'. 'To 

attend' is slightly more formal: 

Are they going to the harvest festival? 

Will you be attending this year's festival? 

 

If you are part of the festival, you could say you're 'taking part' in it. 

My company is taking part in the festival,  we'll be selling cakes. 

 

So, to recap, that's 'to have a festival', 'to hold a festiva'l, 'to go to a festival', 'to attend a 

festival' and 'to take part' in a festival. 

WORDS FACTS – AND THAT'S A FACT! 

 

Jackie: Next, I asked Yogen Shah about his personal feeling about Diwali – how 

does it make him feel?  

 

YOGEN_SHAH 

It's a time of great joy…looking forward to it. It's also a time for me to get together with 

family. I also get together with my friends and not only that, here at this Mandir in this 

temple, I can get together with the rest of the community and I feel some sort of 

satisfaction in being able to be with my community and also taking part in the festivities 

because I see other people joyous and happy with the occasion and I myself also feel 

that joy at the same time. 
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Jackie: He talks about the 'sense of community' – Callum, what do we mean by 

that? 

 

Callum: (explains – feeling of belonging to a group of people)  

 

Jackie: Rajesh, is community one of the most important things about these 

celebrations? 

 

Rajesh: (responds) 

 

Jackie: Now over to this week's caller, who's from Rajasthan in India. 

 

SOUMEGHA  

- Who am I speaking to? 

- Soumegha Choudhary from India. 

- Can you tell me a little bit about yourself, Soumegha? 

- Yes, sure. I'm working in a software company as a data-analyst and I'm a fun-loving 

girl, I'm a totally sporty girl and I love taking challenges and I'm very fond of 

adventures. 

- I love those adjectives you use there, 'a fun-loving girl' – you really like to enjoy 

yourself, that's great, good for you!  

- Thank you! 

- Can you tell us a little bit about Diwali, what does it feel like to take part in it, do you 

enjoy it? 

- Lots, lots, a lot. It's a very important festival, we eagerly wait for this day throughout 

the year, like 'Diwali's going to come, it's approaching'. It’s a festival where, it's like you 

have a new beginning basically, basically a new era is approaching, so we prepare for 

that day, like 'What are your plans?'… and all, it's a wonderful festival. 

- So everyone is getting very excited already?  

- Very excited, very excited, they're actually ecstatic about this festival. 
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- Well I hope you have an absolutely fabulous festival Soumegha, it sounds like it's 

going to be great. 

- Exactly, thanks a lot. Bye Jackie! 

- See you. 

 

Jackie: Rajesh are you looking forward to Diwali? 

 

Rajesh: (responds) 

 

SCHOOL BELL 

 

Jackie: That's the bell - time for a quick recap! 

 

 What word beginning with 'c' might we use to talk about taking part in a 

festival? 

 

Callum: celebrate, celebrate 

 

Jackie: A word we looked at beginning with 'f' to describe lots of excitement and 

activity. 

 

Callum: frenzy, frenzy 

 

Jackie: What's a more formal way of saying 'I'm going to the festival'? 

 

Callum: 'I'm attending the festival.'  

 

Jackie: If people are from lots of different backgrounds, we can say they are 

from… 

 

Callum: They're from all walks of life, all walks of life. 
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Jackie: Sadly, that brings this week's programme to an end. Rajesh and Callum, 

thank you very much for taking part. Do join us next week for more Talk 

About English. 

 

All: Goodbye. 

  


