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Level:     Intermediate and above 

Topic:     Playing games 

Aims:     Listening skills – A short talk 

         Language – ‘w00t’ and other exclamatory phrases 

 
Materials:  Worksheet 1       –  Introductory speaking and vocabulary exercises,  

Listening section 1 

         Worksheet 2       –  Listening section 2 

         Worksheet 3       –  Extra work: Vocabulary, language and discussion 

         Audio script        –  Available in teacher’s notes 

         Recording of the talk  –  Available online at bbclearningenglish.com 

 

 
This plan was downloaded from: 
bbclearningenglish.com/radio/specials/1720_uptodate4/page4.shtml
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LESSON STAGES 

 
 
A 
Explain to the students that they are going to listen to a talk by Gavin Dudeney, an expert 
on the English language, and that the talk is about the way English is changing. This 
particular talk is about the word ‘w00t’. 
B 
Hand out Student Worksheet 1. Students do Speaking, Exercise 1 in small groups or 
pairs.  
C 
Students do Vocabulary, Exercise 2 - without dictionaries at first. 
Practise the pronunciation of the vocabulary, as they will hear it in the talk. 
D 
Students read Listening: Section 1, Exercise 3 and then listen to Section 1 of the talk. 
They answer questions ‘a’ and ‘b’. 
 Students listen again and do Listening: Section 1, Exercise 4. 
E 
Hand out Student Worksheet 2. 
Students read Listening: Section 2, Exercise 5 and then listen to Section 2 of the talk. 
They answer questions ‘a’ and ‘b’. 
F 
Students try to answer Listening: Section 2, Exercise 6. They listen again to Section 2 to 
check/complete their answers. 
G 
If you wish to do some extra work with the class, hand out Student Worksheet 3. 
For the vocabulary exercise, give the students copies of the audio script and play the 
complete talk as they read. 
The language work focuses on other exclamatory phrases. 
The final discussion uses some of the language from the lesson.
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AUDIO SCRIPTS 

 
 
 
Listening Section 1 
 

Now here’s a curious word. You probably didn’t notice but the middle two characters are 

numbers, not letters, and this gives us a clue as to where the word came from originally – 

but more of that in a while. So, how does this word sound to you? Let me say it again... 

‘w00t!’ Does it sound happy? It should do. When the Merriam-Webster dictionary chose it 

as their word of the year for 2007, they described it as ‘expressing joy... similar to the 

word “yay!”’ The kind of thing you say when you win something, or when something 

good happens to you: W00t! I passed all my exams! 

 
 

Listening Section 2 

 

So why are there two zeros in the middle of this expression? Well, w00t! is widely 

believed to have originated in the online gaming community where teams compete to 

overcome other teams. Beating another team means that you ‘own’ them, and from there 

we get the bacronym (a phrase constructed after the fact) of ‘we own the other team’. 

However, gamers speak another language to the rest of us – they speak l337 (‘leet’, from 

‘elite’) where words are written using different characters and numbers – just to confuse 

middle-aged people like me. So, ‘we own the other team’ becomes ‘woot’ and then is 

transposed in l337 to ‘w00t!’. Simple, really. 

 

Keen scholars will find the word ‘woot’ used in Chaucer’s The Wife of Bath’s Tale, 

meaning  ‘to know’, and you’ll also find it in pop songs from the early nineties and various 

different online forums, but it is the gaming usage which has captured the popular 

imagination. As Merriam-Webster’s president John Morse points out, ‘it blends whimsy 

and technology’. 
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ANSWER KEY 

 
 
VOCABULARY 
Exercise 2  

a. curious           strange, unusual and puzzling 

b. joy              great happiness 

c. online gaming      playing computer games over the Internet, often in teams 

d. to overcome a team  to defeat your opponents in a competition or game 

e. acronym          a word made from the initial letters of the words in a phrase 

                 e.g. UN = United Nations 

f.   Chaucer          a great English writer from the 1300s 

 
LISTENING: SECTION 1 
Exercise 3 

a.  iii.  w00t  (the middle two characters are the number zero) 

b.  It has a positive use. We use it when we are happy because we have won something. 

 
Exercise 4 

a.  True – ‘here’s a curious word.’ 

b.  False – ‘When the Merriam-Webster dictionary chose it as their word of the year 

for 2007’ 

c.  False – ‘they described it as ‘expressing joy... similar to the word “yay!”’ 

 
LISTENING: SECTION 2 
Exercise 5 

a.  iii.  We Own the Other Team 

b. People who play computer games online and in teams use this phrase. They use the 

word when their team defeats another team in the game. 
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Exercise 6 

a. True – ‘However, gamers speak another language to the rest of us – they speak l337 

(‘leet’, from ‘elite’) where words are written using different characters and 

numbers.’ 

b. False – ‘just to confuse middle-aged people like me.’ 

c.  False – ‘find the word ‘woot’ used in Chaucer’s The Wife of Bath’s Tale, meaning ‘to 

know’.’ 
 
 

EXTRA WORK 

 
VOCABULARY 
 
Exercise 7 
a. to be transposed 

b. online forum 

c. points out 

 
LANGUAGE 
 
Exercise 8a  
a.  Ssh! 

b.  Ow! or Ouch! 

c.  Woops! or Oh dear! 

d.  Damn! 

e.  Yuck! 

f.   Hooray! or Yippee! 

g.  Hooray! or Yippee! 

h.  Woah! 

i. Oh dear! 

j. Ow! or Ouch! 
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Exercise 8b  

a.  Ow or Ouch 

b.  Hooray or Yippee 

c.  Oh dear 

d.  Yuck 

e.  Woops or Oh dear 

f.   Damn 

g.  Woah 

h.  Ssh 
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WORKSHEET 1 
 

 
SPEAKING 
 
1.    Discuss these questions with your partner. 

 

a. When you were a child, perhaps aged 7-11, which of these types of games did you 

play? Did you like some more than others? 

 

 card games       chess     board games (Cluedo, Snakes and Ladders) 

 computer games    running, chasing and hiding games 

 party games (Charades, Musical Chairs, Pin the tail on the donkey) 

       

b.  Do you play any of these types of games now? How often? Who with? 

c. Do you like playing games? Would you like to play games more often? 

d. Which do you prefer, computer games or party games? 

e. Do you think you are a ‘gracious winner’ when you play games? Do you think you are 

a good or a bad loser? How do you react when you win or lose? 

      

VOCABULARY 
 
2.    Match these words and phrases to their definitions. 
 
a. curious  playing computer games over the Internet, often in teams 

b. joy a word made from the initial letters of the words in a phrase 

e.g. UN = United Nations 

c. online gaming a great English writer from the 1300s 

d. to overcome a team   strange, unusual and puzzling 

e. acronym great happiness 

f.  Chaucer   to defeat your opponents in a competition or game 
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LISTENING SECTION 1 
 
3.  Now, listen to Gavin Dudeney talking about the use of a new word in English 

and answer these questions. 

 

a.  How do we write the new word? 

      i.   woot 

      ii.  w0ot 

      iii.  w00t 

 

b.  Does this word have a positive or negative use? When do we use it? 

 

4.    Listen to Section 1 again and decide if the following statements are true or 

false, according to Gavin Dudeney. 

 
a. Gavin thinks this is a strange or unusual word. 

b. You can’t find this word in a dictionary. 

c. The word ‘yay!’ is quite different in use.



BBC Learning English – Keep your English up to date 

 
 

© BBC Learning English 
 

bbclearningenglish.com 

 
 

 

 
WORKSHEET 2 

 
 
 

LISTENING SECTION 2 

5.    In the second part of the talk, Gavin discusses the origin of the new word. 

Listen to Section 2 of the talk and answer these questions. 

 

a. ‘w00t’ is a type of acronym for a particular phrase. Which phrase? 

    i.   We Owe you all Our Tea 

    ii.  We Own your Offered Tea 

    iii.  We Own the Other Team 

    iv.  We Owe the Other Team 

 

b.  Who uses this phrase and when? 

   

 

6.    Listen again to Section 2. Are the following sentences true or false? 

 

a. w00t is written in letters and numbers because this is a special style of language used 

 by people who play games online. 

b. Gavin finds it easy to understand the gamers’ language. 

c. The earlier use of ‘woot’ was similar in meaning. 
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WORKSHEET 3 - EXTRA WORK 

 
 
 
VOCABULARY 

7. Find the phrases in the text that have the following meanings. 

a.  to change something from one form, or appearance, to another 

b. Internet discussion groups or communities 

c. makes clear or indicates 

 

LANGUAGE 

8a. ‘w00t’ is an exclamatory phrase and it is used to express a particular feeling of 

joy in certain situations. Can you match the following exclamatory phrases to 

their uses below. Some have a similar use or meaning. 

 

          Woah!  Hooray!  Yuck!  Ouch!   Woops!  

          Damn!  Ssh!    Ow!   Yippee!  Oh dear! 

 

a.  Say this when you want someone to be quiet 

b.  Say this when you hurt yourself e.g. when you hit your thumb with a hammer 

c.  Say this when you make a clumsy mistake e.g. when you drop something 

d.  Say this when something very annoying or frustrating happens, particularly when 

your plans go wrong e.g. when you miss the last train home 

e.  Say this when you see or eat something disgusting 

f.   Say this when you get some very good news or achieve success 

g.  Say this when you get some very good news or are allowed to do something that you 

want to do 

h.  Say this when you want someone to slow down e.g. someone who is driving their car 

fast 

i. Say this when someone makes a small mistake, or perhaps they have sad news to give 

j. Say this when you hurt yourself, or see someone hurt themselves 
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8b   Use the verbs from exercise 8a to complete the sentences below. Sometimes, 

more than one answer is possible. 

 

a.  _____! That really hurt! I’m too tall for these doors! 

b.  _____! We don’t have to go to school today because of the heavy snow. Great news! 

c.  _____. I’m sorry to hear that. Will he be in hospital long? 

d.  _____! This soup is cold! And it tastes bad! 

e.  _____! Sorry, I just spilt some of your drink. Can I get you another one? 

f.   _____! I’ve forgotten my wallet. I can’t buy lunch now. How annoying! 

g.  _____! Slow down! We’ve got plenty of time to get to the station, and I’d like to 

arrive in one piece!  

h.  _____! Some of us are trying to watch this film. Thank you. 

 

 

Discussion 

 

9.  Discuss these questions with your partner. 

 

a.  When did you last want to say ‘Ow!’ or ‘Ouch!’? What happened to you? 

b.  When did you last feel like saying ‘Hooray!’ or ‘Yippee!’? Why? 

c. When did you last feel like saying ‘Damn!’? What had happened? 

d.  Do you often need to say ‘Woops!? How clumsy are you? 

e.  When did you last feel like saying ‘Yuck!’ What had you seen or eaten? 

f.   When was the last time someone said ‘Ssh!’ to you? Do you ever have to say it to 

   people? 

 

 

 


