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Level:     Intermediate and above 

Topic:     Technology and change 

Aims:     Listening skills – A short talk 

         Language – ‘Wi-fi’ and words using the suffix ‘–less’ 

 
Materials:  Worksheet 1       –  Introductory speaking and vocabulary exercises,  

Listening section 1 

         Worksheet 2       –  Listening section 2 

         Worksheet 3       –  Extra work: Vocabulary, language and discussion 

         Audio script        –  Available in teacher’s notes 

         Recording of the talk  –  Available online at bbclearningenglish.com 

 

 
This plan was downloaded from: 
 
bbclearningenglish.com/radio/specials/1453_uptodate3/page24.shtml
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LESSON STAGES 

 
 
A 
Explain to the students that they are going to listen to a talk by Professor David Crystal, an 
expert on the English language, and that the talk is about the way English is changing. This 
particular talk is about the word ‘Wi-fi’. 
 
B 
Hand out Student Worksheet 1. Students do Speaking, Exercise 1 in small groups or 
pairs.  
 
C 
Students do Vocabulary, Exercise 2 - without dictionaries at first. 
Practise the pronunciation of the vocabulary, as they will hear it in the talk. 
 
D 
Students read Listening: Section 1, Exercise 3 and then listen to Section 1 of the talk. 
They answer questions ‘a’ and ‘b’. 
 
 Students listen again and do Listening: Section 1, Exercise 4. 
 
E 
Hand out Student Worksheet 2 
Students read Listening: Section 2, Exercise 5 and then listen to Section 2 of the talk. 
They answer question ‘a’. 
 
F 
Students try to answer Listening: Section 2, Exercise 6. They listen again to Section 2 to 
check/complete their answers. 
 
G 
If you wish to do some extra work with the class, hand out Student Worksheet 3 
 
For the vocabulary exercise, give the students copies of the audio script and play the 
complete talk as they read. 
 
The language work focuses on other words which use ‘less’ as a suffix. 
 
The final discussion uses some of the language from the lesson. 
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AUDIO SCRIPTS 

 
 
 
Listening Section 1 
 
 
Wi-fi. W-I-F-I. Sometimes written with a hyphen, sometimes not. Wireless fidelity. 

Technically, it’s standard ensuring that equipment works on a wireless network. It’s an 

analogy with ‘hi-fi’, for high fidelity, that used to be common for recording some years 

ago.  

 

It’s an interesting usage because it shows the return of a word that everybody thought had 

gone completely out of date – ‘wireless’. I mean, ‘wireless’ was around when wireless was 

invented, but it was quickly replaced by ‘radio’. And everybody talks about radio 

broadcasting not wireless broadcasting and then, suddenly it came back in again with this 

internet connection. It’s used now for all sorts of applications – TV remotes can be talked 

about as wireless, if you control your garage door, it’s a wireless control, mobile phones 

are sometimes referred to as wireless and GPS, you know, satellite things in your car, you 

know, wireless. 
 
Listening Section 2 

 

Has a lot of associated terminology, of course, wi-fi is just one word of many that has 

come into usage in the last few years talking about the way in which we cope with the 

internet. ‘Hot spot’ is another one, for instance, that’s a location which a wireless 

connection to the internet - you sometimes see people outside houses with their laptops, 

where there’s a hot spot, there’s a connection to the internet from nearby.  

 

Incidentally, the opposite of ‘wireless’ is ‘wired’ – that is, using wires to carry the signal, 

as in, say, cable television, and that’s led also to an extended use – ‘wired’. Wired, he’s 

wired – that means he’s alert, he’s capable, he’s ready. And people who are ‘wired up’ are 

like that too! I’m wired up at the moment!



BBC Learning English – Keep your English up to date 
Lesson Plan: Teacher's notes 
Wi-fi 

 
 

© BBC Learning English 
 

bbclearningenglish.com 

 
 

 

 

ANSWER KEY 

 
 
VOCABULARY 
 
Exercise 2  

a. hyphen          a small line or dash which sometimes connects two words 

b. network         a group of separate things which are inter-connected 

c. broadcasting      the electronic transmission of programmes e.g. radio and 

                television 

d. TV remote        a small device used to change channel on a television 

e. cable television     a television system in which programmes are broadcast down  

               wires 

f.   alert            active and full of energy; able to concentrate 

 
LISTENING: SECTION 1 
 
Exercise 3 

a.  Wi-fi and Wifi 

b.  ii.  you don’t need a cable to connect two pieces of equipment 

 
Exercise 4 

a.  True –  ‘It’s an analogy with ‘hi-fi’, for high fidelity, that used to be common for 

         recording some years ago.’ 

b.  False – ‘it shows the return of a word that everybody thought had gone completely out 

         of date – ‘wireless’. I mean, ‘wireless’ was around when wireless was 

         invented, but it was quickly replaced by ‘radio’. And everybody talks about 

         radio broadcasting not wireless broadcasting.’ 

c.  True – ‘TV remotes can be talked about as wireless, if you control your garage door, 

         it’s a wireless control, mobile phones are sometimes referred to as wireless 

         and GPS, you know, satellite things in your car, you know, wireless.’ 
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LISTENING: SECTION 2 
 
Exercise 5 

a.  i.  hot spot 

  ii. wired 

 

Exercise 6 

a.  False– ‘wi-fi is just one word of many that has come into usage in the last few years 

        talking about the way in which we cope with the internet.’ 

b. True – ‘that’s a location which a wireless connection to the internet - you sometimes 

       see people outside houses with their laptops, where there’s a hot spot, there’s a 

       connection to the internet from nearby.’ 

c. False –  ‘that means he’s alert, he’s capable, he’s ready. And people who are ‘wired 

       up’ are like that too!.’ 
 
EXTRA WORK 

 
VOCABULARY 
 
Exercise 7 
 
a. was around (to be around) 

b. came back in (to come back in) 

c. laptops 

 
LANGUAGE 
 
Exercise 8a (Suggested corrections are in italics) 

   
1    a. INCORRECT: I can’t meet you today as I haven’t got enough time; I’m too    

      busy. 

2    b. INCORRECT: I am really tired at the moment; my neighbours keep having late 

      night parties. 

3   a.  INCORRECT: Oh no, my phone has run out of power; I need to recharge the 
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      battery. 

4   a.  INCORRECT: I think David is so happy all the time because he doesn’t have 

      any responsibilities or worries; he is carefree. 

5   b.  INCORRECT: I’m sorry, I can’t lend you any money as I’m broke at the 

      moment. 

6   a.  INCORRECT: I can’t answer this essay question because I haven’t got any 

      ideas; My mind’s completely blank. 

7   a.  INCORRECT: My arm feels much better now; finally, six weeks after the 

      accident I am painfree. 
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WORKSHEET 1 
 

 
SPEAKING 
 

1.    Discuss these questions with your partner. 

 

a.  Can you identify three recent technology changes and developments e.g. music 

   downloads from the Internet?  

b.  How have these changes affected your life? What can you now do that you couldn’t 

   do before?       

c. Modern technology seems to change very quickly – you often buy something which is 

out-of-date in a couple of months. What’s your opinion of this? Do we need all this 

change and development?     

d. Do you think that computer technology has improved the quality of our lives? 

 What are the advantages and disadvantages of computer and digital technology?     

         

     

VOCABULARY 
 
2.    Match these words and phrases to their definitions. 
 
a. hyphen  the electronic transmission of programmes e.g. radio and 

television  

b. network  a small line or dash which sometimes connects two words 

c. broadcasting   a television system in which programmes are broadcast 

down wires  

d. TV remote     active and full of energy; able to concentrate 

e. cable television a group of separate things which are inter-connected 

f.  alert  a small device used to change channel on a television 
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LISTENING SECTION 1 
 
 
3.  Now, listen to Professor Crystal talking about a new expression in English and 

answer these questions. 

 

a. What are the two spelling variations of the word under discussion? 

b. What does the word mean or describe? 

 

   i.   a piece of equipment that doesn’t use electricity 

   ii.  you don’t need a cable to connect two pieces of equipment  

   iii.  you only need batteries to power a piece of equipment 

 

 

4.    Listen to Section 1 again and decide if the following statements are true or 

false, according to Professor Crystal. 

 
a. ‘Wi-fi’ is formed in the same way as an earlier word. 

b. Wireless is an old word for television broadcasting. 

c. Professor Crystal gives 4 examples of other wireless technology. 
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WORKSHEET 2 

 
 
 

LISTENING SECTION 2 

 

5.    Listen to Section 2 of the talk and answer this question. 

 

a. Which two other words connected to technology does Professor Crystal now discuss? 

   i.  hats pat or hot spot? 

   ii. wired or weird? 

    

 

6.    Listen again to Section 2. Are the following sentences true or false? 

 

a. There are only a few new words that are associated with the Internet. 

b. In a hot spot you can access the Internet using Wi-fi technology. 

c. If a person is wired they use a lot of technology. 
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WORKSHEET 3 - EXTRA WORK 

 
 
 
VOCABULARY 

7. Find the phrases in the text that have the following meanings. 

a.  existed 

b. returned to popular use; returned to fashion 

c. portable computers 

 

LANGUAGE 

8a.  We use –less as a suffix to give a negative meaning to the word; the meaning is 

    very similar to ‘without’. For example, ‘tasteless food’ is food without taste. 

    However, sometimes you can’t always use a word with –less to mean ‘without’. 

    Look at the sentences below. Each pair of sentences uses an adjective with  

    –less, but in one sentence it is incorrect to use that adjective. Which sentence is 

    incorrect? Also, how can you change the sentence to make it correct? 

 

1   a. I can’t meet you today as I haven’t got enough time; I’m timeless. 

   b  Great art is timeless; it doesn’t matter how old it is because people will always love 

     it. 

2   a  I had a sleepless night last night; I shouldn’t have drunk so much coffee before    

     going to bed. 

   b. I am really sleepless at the moment; my neighbours keep having late night parties. 

3   a. Oh no, my phone is powerless; I need to recharge the battery. 

   b. There is nothing I can do to stop the government building a motorway through 

     my garden; I am powerless. 

4   a. I think David is so happy all the time because he doesn’t have any responsibilities 

     or worries; he is careless. 

   b. I made a lot of careless mistakes in my homework because I didn’t concentrate 

     when I was doing it. 

 



BBC Learning English – Keep your English up to date 

 
 

© BBC Learning English 
 

bbclearningenglish.com 

 
 

 

5   a. Because everyone uses credit cards nowadays, some people say we live in a 

     cashless society 

   b. I’m sorry, I can’t lend you any money as I’m cashless at the moment. 

6   a. I can’t answer this essay question because I haven’t got any ideas; I’m completely 

     thoughtless. 

   b. I think it was thoughtless of John to invite his ex-girlfriend to his wedding; she 

     was obviously going to be sad to hear about it. 

7   a. My arm feels much better now; finally, six weeks after the accident I am painless. 

   b. The doctor said the injection would be painless, but in fact it really hurt! 

 
 
 

Discussion 

 

9.  Discuss these questions with your partner. 

 

a.  Do you ever use wireless technology? When and how? 

b.  Do you ever make careless mistakes? Who is the most careless person in your family? 

c.  What gives you sleepless nights? 

d.  What is the most thoughtless thing that has ever happened to you? 

e.  How much of a cashless society do you live in? What are the advantages and 

   disadvantages of not using cash? 

f.   Do you think you are powerless to change things in your country? What can you do to 

   influence your country’s development? How do normal people exert power in your 

   country? 

g.  Can you think of some creative works that you think are timeless? Can you think of 

   a book, a painting, a piece of music, a sculpture, a film etc.?  

 

 

 

 


