
 
© British Broadcasting Corporation 2007 

 

Keep your English  
up to date 3 
 
Teacher’s pack 
Lesson plan and student worksheets with answers 

 
 
Whatever 
 
    
 
 



BBC Learning English – Keep your English up to date 
Lesson Plan: Teacher's notes 
Whatever 

 
 

© BBC Learning English 
 

bbclearningenglish.com 

 
 

 

 
CONTENTS 

 
 

1. Level, topic, language, aims, materials 

2. Lesson stages 

3. Answers 

4. Audio script 

5.        Student worksheets 1, 2, 3 

 
 
Level:     Intermediate and above 

Topic:     The words ‘whatever, whenever, whoever’ 

Aims:     Listening skills – A short talk 

         Language – ‘Whatever’ and other combinations with ‘-ever’ 

 
Materials:  Worksheet 1       –  Introductory speaking and vocabulary exercises,  

Listening section 1 

         Worksheet 2       –  Listening section 2 

         Worksheet 3       –  Extra work: Vocabulary, language and discussion 

         Audio script        –  Available in teacher’s notes 

         Recording of the talk  –  Available online at bbclearningenglish.com 

 

 
This plan was downloaded from: 
 
bbclearningenglish.com/radio/specials/1130_uptodate2/page2.shtml 
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LESSON STAGES 

 
 
A 
Explain to the students that they are going to listen to a talk by Professor David Crystal, an 
expert on the English language, and that the talk is about the way English is changing. This 
particular talk is about the word ‘whatever’. Don’t tell the students this before they listen 
to the talk by Professor Crystal. 
 
B 
Hand out Student Worksheet 1. Students do Speaking, Exercise 1 in small groups or 
pairs.  
 
C 
Students do Vocabulary, Exercise 2 - without dictionaries at first. 
Practise the pronunciation of the vocabulary, as they will hear it in the talk. 
 
D 
Students read Listening: Section 1, Exercise 3 and then listen to Section 1 of the talk. 
They answer question ‘a’. 
 
 Students listen again and do Listening: Section 1, Exercise 4. 
 
E 
Hand out Student Worksheet 2 
Students read Listening: Section 2, Exercise 5 and then listen to Section 2 of the talk. 
They answer question ‘a’. 
 
F 
Students try to answer Listening: Section 2, Exercise 6. They listen again to Section 2 to 
check/complete their answers. 
 
G 
If you wish to do some extra work with the class, hand out Student Worksheet 3. 
 
For the vocabulary exercise, give the students copies of the audio script and play the 
complete talk as they read. 
 
The language work focuses on grammar explanations for the different uses of ‘whatever, 
whoever and whenever’. 
 
The final discussion uses some of the uses covered in the language work. 
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AUDIO SCRIPTS 

 
 
 
Listening Section 1 
 
 
‘Whatever!’ Note the intonation – that’s the way you hear it most often used, especially by 

teenagers. An exclamatory sentence with a sort of summarising or dismissive force, 

avoiding further explicitness. ‘Whatever!’ Note the tone! 

 

Where does it come from? Well, actually, as a usage, it’s been in the language a long time. 

You’ll hear ‘whatever’ as a pronoun, you know, ‘whatever happened?’, ‘whatever next?’ – 

meaning ‘whatever will happen next?’ You hear it as a determiner – ‘wear whatever dress 

you like’, a sort of interrogative determiner, in grammatical terminology - ‘wear whatever 

dress’. Or an emphatic word – ‘they had no reason whatever to leave’.  
 
 

Listening Section 2 

 

So the usage is very common in English. And what happened here is that, when it was 

used as a pronoun and introduced a clause, we got sentences like this one – ‘we’ll go by 

bus or train or whatever else might be available’. And then that clause got shortened so 

that only the pronoun was left – ‘we’ll go by bus or train or whatever!’ And then it got 

shortened even more – ‘we’ll go by bus or train. Whatever!’  

 

And then it was applied to animates as well as inanimates. So anything can be ‘whatever!’ 

now. It isn’t only teenagers who use the word by the way. Older people, men, women, me, 

too! Whatever! 
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ANSWER KEY 

 
 
VOCABULARY 
 
Exercise 2  

a. dismissive        negative and not encouraging 

b. explicitness       clarity and obviousness of meaning 

c. pronoun         a word such as ‘he’, ‘it’ or ‘him’ which represents another noun 

d. a clause          a part of a sentence, usually consisting of several words 

e. animates         living things, things that move 

f.   inanimates        things without life, things that don’t move 

 
LISTENING: SECTION 1 
 
Exercise 3 

a.  iii.  whatever 
 
Exercise 4 

a.  True – ‘Note the intonation – that’s the way you hear it most often used’ 

b.  False – ‘as a usage, it’s been in the language a long time.’ 

c.  False – He mentions 4. ‘‘whatever’ as a pronoun...you hear it as a determiner... 

interrogative determiner...or an emphatic word’.’ 

 
LISTENING: SECTION 2 
Exercise 5 

a.  iii.  a longer phrase pattern was shortened. 

 

Exercise 6 

a.  False – ‘So the usage is very common in English.’ 

b. True – ‘it was applied to animates as well as inanimates. So anything can be 

       ‘whatever!’’ 

c.  False – ‘It isn’t only teenagers who use the word by the way. Older people, men, 

       women, me, too!.’ 
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EXTRA WORK 

 
VOCABULARY 
 
Exercise 7 
 
a. further 

b. left  

c. got shortened 

 
LANGUAGE 
 
Exercise 8  
  

1. d. I went to the library and read whatever I could find about climate change. 

2.   c. I will go to the party, whatever my parents say. 

3. b. Whatever do you want to buy a motorbike for? 

4. a. I know nothing whatever about football. 

5.   g. Whoever invented the wheel was one of the most important people in history. 

6.   f.  Whoever becomes President, taxes will go up. It doesn’t matter who we vote for. 

7.   e. Whoever told you that I don’t like studying English? I love it! 

8.   h. Whenever she sees her ex-husband, she gets upset and angry. 

9.   i.  You should speak to your teacher whenever you have a problem with the  

coursework 

 

 

. 
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WORKSHEET 1 
 

 
SPEAKING 
 

1.    Discuss these questions with your partner. Explain your answers. 

 

a.  If you could do whatever to wanted tonight, what would you do? 

b.  If you could travel wherever you wanted for one week, where would you go? 

c.  If you could have dinner with whoever you wanted, who would you dine with? 

d.  If you could spend $500 on whatever you wanted, what would you spend it on? 

 

 

 

VOCABULARY 
 
2.    Match these words and phrases to their definitions. 
 
a. dismissive  a word such as ‘he’, ‘it’ or ‘him’ which represents another 

noun 

b. explicitness   a part of a sentence, usually consisting of several words 

c. pronoun things without life, things that don’t move 

d. a clause  negative and not encouraging 

e. animates   clarity and obviousness of meaning 

f.  inanimates   living things, things that move 
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LISTENING SECTION 1 
 
 
3.  Now, listen to Professor Crystal talking about the use of a word in English and 

answer this question. 

 

a.  What is the word discussed by Professor Crystal? 

    i.   whenever     

ii.  wherever 

iii.  whatever 

iv.  however 

v.  whoever 

  

4.    Listen to Section 1 again and decide if the following statements are true or 

false, according to Professor Crystal. 

 
a. The way you say this word is important. 

b. This word is a fairly new usage. 

c. Professor Crystal mentions 3 different grammatical uses. 
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WORKSHEET 2 

 
 
 

LISTENING SECTION 2 

 

5.    Listen to Section 2 of the talk and answer this question. 

 

a. How did the current usage of ‘whatever’ develop? 

 

   i.   teenagers created a completely new use in their slang. 

   ii.  a different type of clause with this pattern was copied. 

   iii.  a longer phrase pattern was shortened. 

 

6.    Listen again to Section 2. Are the following sentences true or false? 

 

a. In general, the usage is unusual. 

b. ‘Whatever’ can be used to refer to anything. 

c. ‘Whatever’ is only used in this way by young people. 
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WORKSHEET 3 - EXTRA WORK 

 
 
 
VOCABULARY 

7. Find the phrases in the text that have the following meanings. 

a.   more or extra 

b.  remained 

c.  made shorter 

 

LANGUAGE 

8  Words like ‘whatever, whoever and whenever’ can be used in different ways. 

Match the example sentences (a-i) to the grammatical explanations (1-9). 

Whatever 

1. Whatever can refer to every member of a particular group, or everything of a kind. 

2. Whatever can mean that something is true in any situation. 

3. Whatever can be used in a question to show surprise or a lack of understanding. 

4. Whatever can be used to emphasise a negative. 

 

a. I know nothing whatever about football. 

b. Whatever do you want to buy a motorbike for? 

c. I will go to the party, whatever my parents say. 

d. I went to the library and read whatever I could find about climate change. 

 
Whoever 

5.   Whoever can be used to refer to someone whose identity is unknown. 

6.   Whoever can be used when the exact person who does something is not important. 

7.   Whoever can be used in a question to emphasise your surprise 

 

e.   Whoever told you that I don’t like studying English? I love it! 

f.    Whoever becomes President, taxes will go up. It doesn’t matter who we vote for. 

g.   Whoever invented the wheel was one of the most important people in history. 
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Whenever 

8.   Whenever can mean that something always happens when something else happens. 

9.   Whenever can mean ‘at any time’. 

 

h.   Whenever she sees her ex-husband, she gets upset and angry. 

i.    You should speak to your teacher whenever you have a problem with the 

coursework. 

 
 

DISCUSSION 

 

9 Complete these sentences so that they are true for you and your opinions. 

Compare your ideas with a partner. 

 

a.  Whenever I feel a little sad or depressed, I.... 

b.  I know nothing whatever about... 

c.  I like to read whatever I can about... 

d. Whenever I do well at something e.g. an exam, I... 

e. Whatever happens in the future, I’ll... 

f. Wherever I live, I always... 

g. Whenever I can, I... 

h.  There is no reason whatever to think that... 

i. Whoever......is an idiot / a genius. 


