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Level:     Intermediate and above 

Topic:     Newspapers and famous people 

Aims:     Listening skills – A short talk 

         Language – ‘WAG’ and other acronyms 

 
Materials:  Worksheet 1       –  Introductory speaking and vocabulary exercises,  

Listening section 1 

         Worksheet 2       –  Listening section 2 

         Worksheet 3       –  Extra work: Vocabulary, language and discussion 

         Audio script        –  Available in teacher’s notes 

         Recording of the talk  –  Available online at bbclearningenglish.com 

 

 
This plan was downloaded from: 
 
bbclearningenglish.com/radio/specials/1130_uptodate2/page2.shtml 
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LESSON STAGES 

 
 
A 
Explain to the students that they are going to listen to a talk by Professor David Crystal, an 
expert on the English language, and that the talk is about the way English is changing. This 
particular talk is about the acronym ‘WAG’. 
 
B 
Hand out Student Worksheet 1. Students do Speaking, Exercise 1 in small groups or 
pairs.  
 
C 
Students do Vocabulary, Exercise 2 - without dictionaries at first. 
Practise the pronunciation of the vocabulary, as they will hear it in the talk. 
 
D 
Students read Listening: Section 1, Exercise 3 and then listen to Section 1 of the talk. 
They answer questions ‘a’ and ‘b’. 
 
Students listen again and do Listening: Section 1, Exercise 4. 
 
E 
Hand out Student Worksheet 2 
Students read Listening: Section 2, Exercise 5 and then listen to Section 2 of the talk. 
They answer question ‘a’. 
 
F 
Students try to answer Listening: Section 2, Exercise 6. They listen again to Section 2 to 
check/complete their answers. 
 
G 
If you wish to do some extra work with the class, hand out Student Worksheet 3 
 
For the vocabulary exercise, give the students copies of the audio script and play the 
complete talk as they read. 
 
The language work focuses on other acronyms which refer to types of people.  
 
The final discussion activity is connected to the language work, using the acronyms from 
the lesson.
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AUDIO SCRIPTS 

 
 
 
Listening Section 1 
 
 

WAG. W-A-G. WAGs. When the English football team was in Germany in 2006, they 

were accompanied by their wives and girlfriends and it was their lifestyle that attracted the 

attention of the tabloid press, and people started calling them ‘wives and girlfriends’: W-

A-Gs. Now, the acronym had been around for a couple of years, but it wasn’t much used 

until then, and what was interesting is that it very quickly generated this singular form, 

‘she’s a WAG’ – well, that’s wrong! You can’t be a wife and a girlfriend, really! I mean, it 

would have to be wife OR girlfriend, but that didn’t seem to make any difference – people 

talked about a WAG, and lots of WAGs.  
 

 

Listening Section 2 

 

Anyway, it was usually capitalised, it was in the newspapers more than anything else, I’ve 

hardly ever hear it as a spoken form, actually, probably because of ambiguity with the 

older word ‘wag’ – meaning, you know, a person who makes facetious jokes.  

 

Well, it soon went well beyond football, other sports stars got involved and then, other 

kinds of male personalities. I’ve heard all sorts of usages since. Wimbledon wives and 

girlfriends have been called ‘W-WAGs’; cricket wives and girlfriends have been called ‘C-

WAGs’; many members of the British Royal family are called ‘RAGs’ – that’s ‘Royals 

and girlfriends’, you see; and even mothers aren’t exempt – I once actually heard the 

mother of a WAG called ‘a MAG’. 
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ANSWER KEY 

 
 
VOCABULARY 
 
Exercise 2  

a. lifestyle          the way someone leads their life 

b. the tabloid press    newspapers that often have sensational stories and gossip 

c. acronym  A word that is made of the initials letters of other words e.g. UN 

d. capitalised        written in upper case like THIS  

e. ambiguity   lack of clarity; confusion of meaning 

f.   Wimbledon       a famous tennis tournament in England 

 
LISTENING: SECTION 1 
 
Exercise 3 

a.  WAG 

b.  Wives And Girlfriends 

 

Exercise 4 

a. True – ‘When the English football team was in Germany…’ 

a. False – ‘the acronym had been around for a couple of years, but it wasn’t much used 

until then (the tournament in 2006).’ 

c.  True – it is used in a singular form (She’s a WAG), but one person cannot be a wife 

and girlfriend. 

 
LISTENING: SECTION 2 
 
Exercise 5 

a.  WAG refers to partners of other sports stars and celebrities; not just those of football 

players. 
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Exercise 6 

a. False – ‘I hardly ever hear it as a spoken form.’ 

b. True – ‘the older word wag – meaning, you know, a person who makes facetious jokes.’ 

c. True – ‘I once actually heard the mother of a WAG called a MAG.’ 

 

EXTRA WORK 

 
VOCABULARY 
 
Exercise 7 
 
a. generated 

b. facetious 

c. exempt 

 
LANGUAGE 
 
Exercise 8a  

Don’t give out the answers yet, as the students will look at the full answers in Exercise 8b. 

Just let students guess some ideas with a partner. 

 

Exercise 8b 

 
1 a. Member of Parliament 

2 b. Very Important Person 

3 b. Young Urban Professional 

4 a. Not In My Back Yard 

5 a. Old Age Pensioner 

6 b. Chief Executive Officer 

7 a. Double Income No Kids Yet 

 
Exercise 8c 
 
MP, VIP, OAP, CEO 
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WORKSHEET 1 
 

 
SPEAKING 
 
1.  Discuss these questions with a partner. 

a.  Which are the main newspapers in your country? 

b.  Are there any differences between these newspapers? Are some more serious than 

others? 

c.  Which newspapers and magazines in your country often have stories about famous 

people? 

d.  Do you ever read stories about the lives of famous people and celebrities? 

e. Do you know of any people who are famous mainly because they are related to 

someone famous, e.g. an actor’s son, or who has a relationship with someone famous 

e.g. an actress’s boyfriend? 

f. Do you think there are too many stories about celebrities in the media? 

 

VOCABULARY 
 
2.  Match these words and phrases to their definitions. 
 
a. lifestyle    the study of ancient civilisations and cultures 

b. the tabloid press   a general idea or principle 

c. acronym facts or signs which show that something is true 

d. capitalised made stronger or more powerful   

e. ambiguity less strong or powerful 

f.  Wimbledon forgetful and lacking in concentration 
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LISTENING SECTION 1 
 
 
3.  Now, listen to Professor Crystal talking about a new acronym in English and 

answer this question. 

 

a.  What is the acronym? 

b.  What do the letters stand for? 

 

4.  Listen to Section 1 again and decide if the following statements are true or false, 

according to Professor Crystal. 

 
a. The acronym was used about the partners of English football players. 

b. The acronym did not exist before the football tournament in Germany in 2006. 

c. The acronym is often used incorrectly with regard to its true meaning and grammar.
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WORKSHEET 2 

 
 
 

LISTENING SECTION 2 

 

5.  Listen to Section 2 of the talk and answer these questions. 

 

a.  How has the use of the acronym changed? 

 

6.  Listen again to Section 2. Are the following sentences true or false? 

 

a. The acronym is often used by people in conversation. 

b. A wag can also be a very serious person. 

c. A similar acronym has developed to refer to other family members. 
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WORKSHEET 3 - EXTRA WORK 

 
 
 
VOCABULARY 
 
7.  Find the phrases in the text that have the following meanings. 

 

a. produced or created 

b. stupid or silly, perhaps in a childish way 

c. not included in a group or not covered by a law 

 

LANGUAGE 
 
8a. WAG is an acronym that refers to a type of person. Look at these acronyms 

 below. They all refer to types of people. Do you know what any of letters stand 

 for? Just guess at the moment. 

 

1 MP = ________ of ________      

 a politician  

2 VIP  = ________  ________   ________      

 Someone of high status 

3 YUPPY (the last 2 letters have no meaning)  = ________  ________  ________  

 someone who lives in a city and has a good job 

4 NIMBY = ________  ________  ________  ________  ________     

 someone who does not want a new building development in their local area 

5 OAP = ________  ________  ________     

 an elderly person who is older than the national retirement age 

6 CEO = ________  ________  ________     

 the head of a large company 

7 DINKY = ________  ________ ________  ________  ________     

 a couple who both have jobs but do not have any children, but they may have 

 some in the future 
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8b. Choose the correct expression for each acronym. 

1 a. Member of Parliament 

 b. Mister of Parliament 

2 a. Very Interesting Person 

 b. Very Important Person 

3 a. Young Urban Person 

 b. Young Urban Professional 

4 a. Not In My Back Yard 

 b. Not Interested More Buildings Yet 

5 a. Old Age Pensioner 

 b. Over Age Person 

6 a. Chairman Every Organisation 

 b. Chief Executive Officer 

7 a. Double Income No Kids Yet 

 b. Divided Income No Kids Yet 

 

8c. When we say four of these acronyms, we say each letter; we do not say the 

 acronym as a single word. Which four? 
 

DISCUSSION 

 

9.  Discuss these questions with your partner.  

 

a.  Which MPs in your country do you know about? Which do you like/dislike? 

b.  Have you ever met a VIP? 

c.  Are there many YUPPIES in your country? Would you like to be one? 

d.  What do NIMBYs disagree with in your country e.g. new airports?    

e.  What is life like for OAPs in your country? 

f.   Do you think CEOs are paid too much and do little work? 

g.  Do you know any DINKYs? 

h.  Are there any famous WAGs in your country? What about husbands and boyfriends? 


