
 

 
© British Broadcasting Corporation 2007 

 

Keep your English  
up to date 3 
Teacher’s pack 
Lesson plan and student worksheets with answers 

 
Google 
    
 
 



BBC Learning English – Keep your English up to date 

 
 

Keep your English Up to Date 2 © BBC Learning English 
Lesson Plan: Teacher's notes Page 2 of 11 

bbclearningenglish.com 
 

 

CONTENTS 
 

 

1. Level, topic, language, aims, materials 

2. Lesson stages 

3. Answers 

4. Audio script 

5.        Student worksheets 1, 2, 3 

 
 
Level:     Intermediate and above 

Topic:     Using the Internet and search engines 

Aims:     Listening skills – A short talk 

         Language – ‘Google’ and words that are both nouns and verbs 

 
Materials:  Worksheet 1       –  Introductory speaking and vocabulary exercises,  

Listening section 1 

         Worksheet 2       –  Listening section 2 

         Worksheet 3       –  Extra work: Vocabulary, language and discussion 

         Audio script        –  Available in teacher’s notes 

         Recording of the talk  –  Available online at bbclearningenglish.com 

 

 
This plan was downloaded from: 
bbclearningenglish.com/radio/specials/1130_uptodate2/page2.shtml 
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LESSON STAGES 

 
 
A 
Explain to the students that they are going to listen to a talk by Professor David Crystal, an 
expert on the English language, and that the talk is about the way English is changing. This 
particular talk is about the search engine ‘Google’. 
 
B 
Hand out Student Worksheet 1. Students do Speaking, Exercise 1 in small groups or 
pairs.  
 
C 
Students do Vocabulary, Exercise 2 - without dictionaries at first. 
Practise the pronunciation of the vocabulary, as they will hear it in the talk. 
 
D 
Students read Listening: Section 1, Exercise 3 and then listen to Section 1 of the talk. 
They answer question ‘a’. 
Students listen again and do Listening: Section 1, Exercise 4. 
 
E 
Hand out Student Worksheet 2 
Students read Listening: Section 2, Exercise 5 and then listen to Section 2 of the talk. 
They answer question ‘a’. 
 
F 
Students try to answer Listening: Section 2, Exercise 6. They listen again to Section 2 to 
check/complete their answers. 
 
G 
If you wish to do some extra work with the class, hand out Student Worksheet 3. 
 
For the vocabulary exercise, give the students copies of the audio script and play the 
complete talk as they read. 
 
The language work focuses on other words which can be both nouns and verbs.  
 
The final discussion activity is connected to the language work, using the vocabulary from 
the lesson.
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AUDIO SCRIPTS 

 
 
 
Listening Section 1 
 
To google – as a verb. Of course, everybody’s heard of the search engine – popular 

development of the 1990s. In fact, in 1999, Google was designated the most useful word 

by the American Dialect Society, as a verb! ‘I’m going to google.’ ‘We are googling.’ 

And, of course, there’s all sorts of associated words that have come since – you know, ‘we 

are googlers, if we google!’ And people who google a lot are ‘google-minded’, and I 

suppose there are lots of other coinages too.  

 

The word itself comes from a mathematical term, ‘googol’, a term meaning 10 to the 100th 

power, an impossibly large concept, indeed. And, of course, the google search engine has 

also become impossibly large! When you go searching for a word on Google, you might 

get a million hits, or 10 million hits, or a hundred million hits.  

 

Listening Section 2 

Of course, the penalty of success is when you have a word enter the language and it was 

originally a word that you thought you owned. In fact, the firm Google is very concerned 

over this use as a verb, because it is their trade mark – they like to keep the capital letter in 

the definition, for example – if you use it, they say, do use it with a capital ‘G’. But 

they’ve got a problem – no firm, no matter how big, can control language change!  

 

They’re not the first firm to be worried about this sort of thing. Xerox, once upon a time, 

was very worried about the way their name had become part of the language as a whole, 

you know, ‘I’m going to xerox something’, meaning – I’m going to photocopy something. 

And Hoover was another one, you know, it now means any sort of vacuum cleaner. Of 

course, Hoover is a particular brand of vacuum cleaner. So Google are a bit worried about 

this use of their name as a verb, but they won’t be able to stop it. As I say, no firm, no 

matter how big, can control language change. 
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ANSWER KEY 

 
 
VOCABULARY 
Exercise 2  

a. coinage          a form of a word 

b. a hit            when a search engine finds a search word on a web page 

c. penalty  punishment 

d. a trademark      a symbol or name that represents a company or product 

e. a capital letter   a big letter, like ‘G’, not ‘g’ 

f.   a vacuum cleaner   a machine used to clean a carpet or floor 

 
LISTENING: SECTION 1 
 
Exercise 3 

a.  Google is now used in general English as a verb, amongst other types of word. 

 

Exercise 4 

a. False – ‘In 1999, Google was designated the most useful word by the American Dialect 

Society, as a verb.’ 

a. True – ‘The word itself comes from a mathematical term, ‘googol’.’ 

c.  True – ‘the Google search engine has also become impossibly large!’ 

 
LISTENING: SECTION 2 
 
Exercise 5 

a.  ii.  They are worried about the use of the word in general English. 

Exercise 6 

a. False – ‘If you use it, they say, do use it with a capital ‘G’.’ 

b.  False – ‘It now means any sort of vacuum cleaner’. [In fact, it can be used as a verb, 

but Professor Crystal does not mention this.] 

c. True – ‘No firm, no matter how big, can control language change.’ 
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EXTRA WORK 
 
VOCABULARY 
 
Exercise 7 
 
a. 10 to the 100th power 

b. to photocopy something 

c. brand 

 
LANGUAGE 
 
Exercise 8a 

 

   A  noun and verb have the same form     B noun and verb have different forms 

damage      shop              inform - information         

interest      interview           entertain   - entertainment       

wait        witness             lose  - loss   

structure     stay               solve - solution 

                            select - selection 

                            close - closure   

                            choose - choice          

                            educate - education 

         

8b  

a. witnesses 

b. damaging 

c. shop 

d. interviews 

e. structure 

f. interests         

g. waiting 

h.   stay 
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WORKSHEET 1 
 

 
SPEAKING 
 
 
1.  Discuss these questions with a partner. 

a.  How often do you use the Internet and what for? 

b.  How do you find things on the Internet - which search engines do you use? 

c.  Do you have a preferred search engine? Why do you usually use that one? Do you use 

different search engines for different things e.g. shopping? 

d.  How long do you think it usually takes you to find what you are looking for? 

e. Do you ever get frustrated and give up your search? 

f. Could search engines be improved? 

 

 

VOCABULARY 
 
 
2.  Match these words and phrases to their definitions. 
 
 
a. coinage    a big letter, like ‘G’, not ‘g’ 

b. a hit  a machine used to clean a carpet or floor 

c. penalty  when a search engine finds a search word on a web page  

d. a trademark a symbol or name that represents a company or product  

e. a capital letter a form of a word  

f.  a vacuum cleaner punishment 
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LISTENING SECTION 1 
 
3.  Now, listen to Professor Crystal talking about the search engine ‘Google’ and 

answer this question. 

 

a.  What is unusual or special about the name of the search engine ‘Google’? 

 

 

4.  Listen to Section 1 again and decide if the following statements are true or false, 

according to Professor Crystal. 

 
a. In 1990 a language society said google was the most useful word. 

b. The name ‘Google’ comes from a word used in mathematics. 

c. Professor Crystal comments that the Google search engine might be too effective.
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WORKSHEET 2 

 
 
 

LISTENING SECTION 2 
 
5.  Listen to Section 2 of the talk and answer this question. 

 

a.  How does the company “Google’ feel about the use of the word in the general 

   language? 

i.   They are pleased that the word is used as a general verb. 

ii.  They are worried about the use of the word in general English. 

iii.  They are disappointed about the use of the word in general English. 

 

6.  Listen again to Section 2. Are the following sentences true or false? 

 

a. The company Google thinks the verb should be written ‘google’, not ‘Google’. 

b. Professor Crystal says that the company name ‘Hoover’ is also used as a verb. 

c. Professor Crystal thinks that businesses cannot manage the way people use their 

names and trademarks. 
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WORKSHEET 3 - EXTRA WORK 

 
 
VOCABULARY 
 
7.  Find the phrases in the text that have the following meanings. 

a. the number 1 followed by 100 zeros 

b. to make a copy of a document 

c. the specific name of a commercial product, similar to trademark 

 

LANGUAGE 
 
8a. ‘Google’ is a noun – the name of a company and a search engine - and a verb. 

Look at the words in the box. Which ones are both nouns and verbs, which ones 

have a different form for the noun? Sort them into the two boxes [A and B] and 

give the noun form if it is different. 

inform   damage   shop   educate   interest  entertain  choose  interview  

wait     witness   lose      structure   solve   select    close   stay  

 

A noun and verb have the same form    B noun and verb have different forms 

           

 

 

8b Put the correct form of the words in box A in the sentences below. 

a. The police are looking for any ________ to the crime. 

b. Cars have been ________ the environment for over a hundred years. 

c. I prefer not to _______ in supermarkets, I go to local stores instead. 

d. He’s a TV presenter. He ________ film stars about their lives and careers. 

e. He said that my essay has got a good _______ but the grammar is poor. 

f. So tell me about your free time, what _______ do you have?           

g. Sorry, the traffic was terrible. Have you been _______ long? 

h.  How long did she ________ at her friend’s house? 
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DISCUSSION 

 

9.  Discuss these questions with your partner.  

 

a.  Are you a frequent googler? 

b.  Where do you prefer to shop, for food and for clothes? 

c.  How long would you wait for a friend before giving up and going back home? 

d.  What damage do you think your lifestyle causes to the environment?    

e.  Have you ever witnessed a crime? 

f.   Where is the best place you have stayed on holiday? 

g.  Have you had any good or bad interviews? What interview advice would you give to 

someone? 

h.  What are your interests? 
  


