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Level:     Intermediate and above 

Topic:     Friends and friendship 

Aims:     Listening skills – A short talk 

         Language – ‘Peeps’ and other words for people 

 
Materials:  Worksheet 1       –  Introductory speaking and vocabulary exercises,  

Listening section 1 

         Worksheet 2       –  Listening section 2 

         Worksheet 3       –  Extra work: Vocabulary, language and discussion 

         Audio script        –  Available in teacher’s notes 

         Recording of the talk  –  Available online at bbclearningenglish.com 

 

 
This plan was downloaded from: 
 
bbclearningenglish.com/radio/specials/1130_uptodate2/page2.shtml 
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LESSON STAGES 

 
 
A 
Explain to the students that they are going to listen to a talk by Professor David Crystal, an 
expert on the English language, and that the talk is about the way English is changing. This 
particular talk is about the word ‘peeps’. 
 
B 
Hand out Student Worksheet 1. Students do Speaking, Exercise 1 in small groups or 
pairs.  
 
C 
Students do Vocabulary, Exercise 2 - without dictionaries at first. 
Practise the pronunciation of the vocabulary, as they will hear it in the talk. 
 
D 
Students read Listening: Section 1, Exercise 3 and then listen to Section 1 of the talk. 
They answer question ‘a’. 
 
 Students listen again and do Listening: Section 1, Exercise 4. 
 
E 
Hand out Student Worksheet 2 
Students read Listening: Section 2, Exercise 5 and then listen to Section 2 of the talk. 
They answer question ‘a’. 
 
F 
Students try to answer Listening: Section 2, Exercise 6. They listen again to Section 2 to 
check/complete their answers. 
 
G 
If you wish to do some extra work with the class, hand out Student Worksheet 3. 
 
For the vocabulary exercise, give the students copies of the audio script and play the 
complete talk as they read. 
 
The language work focuses on other words which refer to types of people. 
 
The final discussion uses some of the language from the lesson. 
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AUDIO SCRIPTS 

 
 
 
Listening Section 1 
 
 
Peeps. P-E-E-P-S. Short for ‘people’ really, plus an ‘s’ at the end. ‘My peeps’ means ‘my 

people’. It’s not the first time that an ‘s’ has been used at the end of a word like that - you 

hear it with parental terms like ‘mums’ and ‘pops’. But it was only in the 1990s, that I 

heard ‘peeps’ come in to use for the first time. I first heard it in songs, actually. I think it 

was in rap and things like that – where ‘peeps’ meant ‘my friends’, ‘my mates’ – 

especially in the context of a gang, you know, ‘my fellow gang members’, ‘my peeps’, 

‘these are my guys’.  
 
 

Listening Section 2 

 

And then I heard it with reference to parents, ‘come and meet my peeps’ – that was back in 

the 1980s. Less used now, I think - ‘peeps’ as ‘gang members’ is more common.  

 

And I’ve heard it in a more general context too – ‘how many peeps are coming to the party 

tonight?’ – meaning, you know, ‘how many people are coming to the party?’ Or, ‘Joe’s 

chilling out with his peeps’ – ‘Joe’s chilling out with his mates’. So the general usage is 

‘close pals’, ‘people you hang out with’. But it’s definitely a young usage - I have got 

peeps, I suppose, but I’ve never, ever, referred to them as such. 
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ANSWER KEY 

 
 
VOCABULARY 
 
Exercise 2  

a. parental terms          words which refer to your mother and father 

b. rap                  a type of popular music, in which the lyrics are spoken 

rather than sung 

c. mates                an informal word for friends  

d. a gang                a group of people who are close friends 

e. to chill out with someone   to relax with someone 

f.   pals                  an informal word for friends 

 
LISTENING: SECTION 1 
 
Exercise 3 

a.  It’s a shortened form of  ‘people’. 
 
Exercise 4 

a.  False – ‘It’s not the first time that an ‘s’ has been used at the end of a word like that – 

 you hear it with parental terms like ‘mums’ and ‘pops’.’ 

b.  True – ‘But it was only in the 1990s, that I heard ‘peeps’ come in to use for the first 

 time.’ 

c.  False – ‘I think it was in rap and things like that – where ‘peeps’ meant ‘my friends’, 

 ‘my mates’.’ 

 
LISTENING: SECTION 2 
 
Exercise 5 

a.  iii.  work colleagues 

  vi.  strangers in the street 
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Exercise 6 

a. True – ‘And then I heard it with reference to parents, ‘come and meet my peeps’ – that 

was back in the 1980s. Less used now, I think - ‘peeps’ as ‘gang members’ is 

more common.’ 

b. True – ‘But it’s definitely a young usage’ 

c. False – ‘I have got peeps, I suppose, but I’ve never, ever, referred to them as such.’ 

. 
 
EXTRA WORK 

 
VOCABULARY 
 
Exercise 7 
 
a. plus 

b. to come into use  

c. to hang out with 

 
LANGUAGE 
 
Exercise 8a  

   
a.  Relative  

b.  Flatmate 

c.  Team-mate 

d.  Acquaintance 

e.  Sibling 

f.   Spouse   

g.  Idol 

h.  Partner   

i.   Colleague  

j.   Cyber-pal  
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Exercise 8b 

a.  relatives 

b. colleagues 

c. cyber-pals 

d.  spouses 

e. siblings 

f.  partner 

g. flatmate 

h.  acquaintance 

i. team-mates 

j.  idol 
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WORKSHEET 1 
 

 
SPEAKING 
 

1.    Discuss these questions with your partner. 

 

a.  Can you think of friends that you have made in the following places or situations? 

 

     At school   At a sports club    On your local streets  At work   

     By chance  On holiday       At college/university   At a place of worship 

b.  Why do you think you became friends with those people? 

c.  Do you have one or two best friends? How is your friendship with them different to   

   your relationship with other friends? 

d.  Which of the following are most important when making friends with someone? 

   What other things are important? 

      Having a similar sense of humour    Liking the same music and fashion 

      Living near each other           Coming from a similar social background 

      Sharing similar interests          Being of a similar age 

 

VOCABULARY 
 
2.    Match these words and phrases to their definitions. 
 
a. parental terms  an informal word for friends  

b. rap  to relax with someone 

c. mates  an informal word for friends  

d. a gang    words which refer to your mother and father 

e. to chill out with someone  a type of popular music, in which the lyrics are spoken 

rather than sung 

f.  pals  a group of people who are close friends 
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LISTENING SECTION 1 
 
 
3.  Now, listen to Professor Crystal talking about the use of the word ‘peeps’ in 

English and answer this question. 

 

a.  What word is ‘peeps’ an ‘abbreviation of? 

 

 

4.    Listen to Section 1 again and decide if the following statements are true or 

false, according to Professor Crystal. 

 
a. This is the first time that an ‘s’ has been used in this way at the end of a word. 

b. ‘Peeps’ was first used at the end of the last century. 

c.  In rap music, ‘peeps’ are people that you don’t like.
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WORKSHEET 2 

 
 
 

LISTENING SECTION 2 

 

5.    Listen to Section 2 of the talk and answer this question. 

 

a. Which of these things can ‘peeps’ mean? 

 

   i.   parents 

   ii.  gang members  

   iii.  work colleagues 

   iv.  people in general 

   vi.  strangers in the street 

   vii. friends 

 

6.    Listen again to Section 2. Are the following sentences true or false? 

 

a. It is not very common to use ‘peeps’ for ‘parents’ nowadays. 

b. ‘Peeps’ is probably used by teenagers rather than middle-aged people. 

c. Professor Crystal sometimes uses the word ‘peeps’. 
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WORKSHEET 3 - EXTRA WORK 

 
 
 
VOCABULARY 

7. Find the phrases in the text that have the following meanings. 

a.  with / in addition 

b. to start being used 

c. to spend your free time with someone 

 

LANGUAGE 

8a. There are many different types of people in our lives, from friends to strangers. 

Match the words below to their definitions. 

 

Colleague   Acquaintance   Spouse    Flatmate    Idol 
Relative    Team-mate    Sibling    Cyber-pal   Partner      

 
a.  A ________ is a member of your family e.g. an uncle or an aunt 
b.  A ________ is a friend with whom you share an apartment 
c.  A ________ is someone who plays sport with you 
d.  A ________ is someone you do not know very well 
e.  A ________ is a brother or sister 
f.   A ________ is your husband or wife 
g.  A ________ is someone that you really respect and would like to be similar to 
h.  A ________ is your boyfriend or girlfriend, usually as part of a long-term relationship 
i.   A ________ is someone that you work with 
j.   A ________ a friend that you met, and chat with, on the Internet 
 
 
8b. Complete the sentences with a word from the box in Exercise 8a.  

   Use each word only once. 

a.  I don’t see my distant ______, such as my cousins, very often. 

b. I’m not very happy at work. I don’t get on with my ______. 

c. I’ve got _____ all over the world, but I don’t think I will ever meet any of them face-

to-face. 

d.  Employees can bring their _____ to the company’s Christmas dinner, but not their 

children. 
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e. I haven’t got any ______. I’m an only child. 

f.  Have you met David’s new _____? They’ve been together for 6 months now. 

g. I need to find a new ______ because Sarah is leaving to live with her boyfriend. 

h.  I haven’t invited Michelle to my party because she is really only an _____. 

i. Do you ever meet your ______ from the football club socially? 

j.  When I was a teenager, the singer Robert Smith was my ______. 

 

Discussion 

 

9.  Discuss these questions with your partner. 

 

a.  Which relatives do you often see, and which do you rarely see? 

b.  Have you got any close friends who had been acquaintances for some time? 

c.  In a job, how important would your relationship with your colleagues be? As 

   important as the type of work, the location of the work place, the salary…? 

d.  Have you got any siblings? What are they like? 

e.  Do you play sport? Are any of your team-mates also good friends? 

f.   What personal qualities would you look for in an ideal flatmate? What would 

   make someone a bad flatmate? 

g.  Do you have any cyber-pals? Would you like to meet them? 

h.  What idols have you had in your life? Did they come from the worlds of sport, 

   fashion and music? 

i.   How do you feel when you meet strangers for the first time? Do you find it easy to  

   make friends? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


