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Level:     Intermediate and above 

Topic:     Carelessness 

Aims:     Listening skills – A short talk 

         Language – ‘Numpty’ and other words for types of people 

 
Materials:  Worksheet 1       –  Introductory speaking and vocabulary exercises,  

Listening section 1 

         Worksheet 2       –  Listening section 2 

         Worksheet 3       –  Extra work: Vocabulary, language and discussion 

         Audio script        –  Available in teacher’s notes 

         Recording of the talk  –  Available online at bbclearningenglish.com 

 

 
This plan was downloaded from: 
 
bbclearningenglish.com/radio/specials/1130_uptodate2/page2.shtml 
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LESSON STAGES 

 
 
A 
Explain to the students that they are going to listen to a talk by Professor David Crystal, an 
expert on the English language, and that the talk is about the way English is changing. 
This particular talk is about the word ‘numpty’. 
 
B 
Hand out Student Worksheet 1. Students do Speaking, Exercise 1 in small groups or 
pairs.  
 
C 
Students do Vocabulary, Exercise 2 - without dictionaries at first. 
Practise the pronunciation of the vocabulary, as they will hear it in the talk. 
 
D 
Students read Listening: Section 1, Exercise 3 and then listen to Section 1 of the talk. 
They answer questions ‘a’ and ‘b’. 
 
 Students listen again and do Listening: Section 1, Exercise 4. 
 
E 
Hand out Student Worksheet 2. 
Students read Listening: Section 2, Exercise 5 and then listen to Section 2 of the talk. 
They answer question ‘a’. 
 
F 
Students try to answer Listening: Section 2, Exercise 6. They listen again to Section 2 to 
check/complete their answers. 
 
G 
If you wish to do some extra work with the class, hand out Student Worksheet 3. 
 
For the vocabulary exercise, give the students copies of the audio script and play the 
complete talk as they read. 
 
The language work focuses on other idiomatic terms for people. 
 
The final discussion uses the language from the lesson. 
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AUDIO SCRIPTS 

 
 
 
Listening Section 1 
 
 
Numpty. N-U-M-P-T-Y. Numpty. Gentle word. Very gentle word. It feels to me like ‘silly 

billy’ or ‘you novice!’ It means somebody who displays a lack of knowledge or a lack of 

awareness. I’ve often heard it used as an endearment - ‘oh, you great numpty’, meaning, 

you know, ‘you should have done better than that’. ‘Silly billy’ is the best gloss for it, I 

think.  

 

But in some parts of the country and in some people’s usage it’s a bit stronger and you can 

hear the difference in the tone of voice. I mean, I’ve heard somebody say about a driver of 

a car ‘that numpty’s talking on his mobile phone while he was driving’ and that’s a 

stronger usage, it means more, you know, ‘that idiot’, ‘that prat’, ‘that numbskull’ – he’s 

so stupid that even the simplest things are beyond him, that’s the kind of nuance there.  

 
 
Listening Section 2 

 

So it has a wide range of usage from quite gentle to quite strong. And then it’s developed, 

of course, as time goes by. I’ve heard the plural of it – numpties, especially for politicians, 

‘politicians are numpties’. The number of times I’ve heard that! And also a noun, an 

abstract noun, numptiness – I don’t think that’s used very much but I have heard it once or 

twice – ‘the numptiness of our politicians’.  

 

And in 2007 it was Scotland’s favourite word. I CAN, the charity, did a survey of the 

favourite words of different parts of the country and Scotland voted for numpty! 
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ANSWER KEY 

 
 
VOCABULARY 
 
Exercise 2  

a. gentle            soft and kind; not violent 

b. a novice           someone who is not experienced in a job or situation 

c. a lack of something   an insufficient amount of something 

d. a nuance          a small and subtle difference in meaning   

e. an abstract noun     a word which refers to a concept or idea, rather than an object 

                 or a person 

f.   a survey          the process of asking many people certain questions in order 

                   to discover general public opinion on something 

 
LISTENING: SECTION 1 
 
Exercise 3 

a.  NUMPTY 

b.  iii.   someone who does something stupid 

 

Exercise 4 

a.  True – ‘Gentle word. Very gentle word’ and ‘ I’ve often heard it used as an 

        endearment’ 

b.  False – ‘But in some parts of the country and in some people’s usage it’s a bit 

        stronger.’ 

c.  True – ‘that’s a stronger usage, it means more, you know, ‘that idiot’, ‘that prat’, ‘that 

        numbskull’ – he’s so stupid that even the simplest things are beyond him.’ 
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LISTENING: SECTION 2 
 
Exercise 5 

a.  As a plural noun for people – numpties – and as an abstract noun for the concept of 

 stupidity – numptiness. 

 

Exercise 6 

a.  True – ‘‘politicians are numpties’. The number of times I’ve heard that!’ 

b.  True – ‘numptiness – I don’t think that’s used very much but I have heard it once or 

       twice.’ 

c.  False –  ‘Scotland voted for numpty!’ 
 

 

EXTRA WORK 

 
VOCABULARY 
 
Exercise 7 
 
a. displays 

b. as time goes by 

c. charity 

 
LANGUAGE 
 
Exercise 8a  
  

a. a big head          viii someone who thinks they are the best at something, 

                    and tells everyone so  

b. a live wire         i   a person full of energy and life  

c. a party pooper       vii  someone who ruins a fun atmosphere or event   

d. a swot            ii   someone who studies very hard, all the time  

e. a rock            iii  a person that you rely and depend on   
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f. a clever clogs       v   a very intelligent and smart person  

g. a hard taskmaster     iv  someone who demands that you work hard  

h. a goody-two-shoes    vi  a perfectly well-behaved child who is never naughty 

 

 

8b 

a.  I wish he’d stop talking about winning the race. He’s such a big head. 

b.  Oh mum, please let me go out tonight. Don’t be a party pooper. 

c.  Our new teacher is a hard taskmaster. We get homework every night now. But, 

   David likes the new teacher because he is a swot and he loves homework. 

d.  I like Samantha. She’s really positive and smiley. She’s a real live wire. 

e.  My sister is a goody-two-shoes. She always tidies her bedroom, and helps with the 

   washing up. 

f.   My husband is my rock.  I couldn’t manage without him, he supports me so well. 
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WORKSHEET 1 
 

 
SPEAKING 
 

1.    Discuss these questions with your partner. 

 

a.  Which of these foolish or careless things have you ever done? What were the 

   consequences of these mistakes? 

          Left an umbrella on a bus 

          Locked yourself out of your house 

          Sent a personal email or text message to the wrong person 

          Crashed your car when trying to park it 

          Fallen asleep on a train and missed your stop 

          Turned up for an important event – an interview, a party – on the wrong day 

b.  Are you the kind of person who often makes silly mistakes? Do you know anyone 

   who is frequently careless? 

c.  Why do you think people make silly mistakes? 

 

VOCABULARY 
 
2.    Match these words and phrases to their definitions. 
 
a. gentle    a word which refers to a concept or idea, rather than an 

object or a person  

b. a novice  an insufficient amount of something 

c. a lack of something   people who come to live in a new country 

d. a nuance   the process of asking many people certain questions in order 

to discover general public opinion on something 

e. an abstract noun soft and kind; not violent 

f.  a survey someone who is not experienced in a job or situation 
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LISTENING SECTION 1 
 
 
3.  Now, listen to Professor Crystal talking about the use of the word ‘peeps’ in 

English and answer these questions. 

 

a.  How do you spell the word that is under discussion? 

b.  We use this word to describe…  

      i.    someone who does something clever. 

      ii.   someone who does something slowly. 

      iii.   someone who does something stupid. 

      iv.   someone who does something unusual.   

 

 

4.    Listen to Section 1 again and decide if the following statements are true or 

false, according to Professor Crystal. 

 
a. The word can be used in an affectionate or friendly way. 

b. The word is used in a more aggressive way all over the country. 

c. A ‘prat’ is someone who does something stupid.  
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WORKSHEET 2 

 
 
 

LISTENING SECTION 2 

 

5.    Listen to Section 2 of the talk and answer this question. 

 

a. ‘Numpty’ is a singular noun to describe a person. What other forms have developed? 

 

 

6.    Listen again to Section 2. Are the following sentences true or false? 

 

a. Professor Crystal has often heard politicians described as numpties. 

b. ‘Numptiness’ is a commonly used word. 

c. Numpty was chosen as the favourite word in Britain. 
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WORKSHEET 3 - EXTRA WORK 

 
 
 
VOCABULARY 

7. Find the phrases in the text that have the following meanings. 

a.  shows or exhibits 

b. over a unspecific period of time 

c. an organisation that raises money in order to help people 

 

LANGUAGE 

8a. Match these idiomatic terms for types of people to the definitions on the right 

a. a big head           i   a person full of energy and life 

b. a live wire          ii   someone who studies very hard, all the time 

c. a party pooper        iii  a person that you rely and depend on 

d. a swot             iv  someone who demands that you work hard 

e. a rock             v   a very intelligent and smart person  

f. a clever clogs        vi  a perfectly well-behaved child who is never naughty 

g. a hard taskmaster      vii  someone who ruins a fun atmosphere or event 

h. a goody-two-shoes     viii someone who thinks they are the best at something, 

                     and tells everyone so 

 

8b Complete the sentences with the idiomatic terms for people in Exercise 8a. 

a.  I wish he’d stop talking about winning the race. He’s such a ______. 

b.  Oh mum, please let me go out tonight. Don’t be a ______. 

c.  Our new teacher is a _____. We get homework every night now. But, David likes the 

   new teacher because he is a ____ and he loves homework. 

d.  I like Samantha. She’s really positive and smiley. She’s a real ______. 

e.  My sister is a ______. She always tidies her bedroom, and helps with the washing up. 

f.   My husband is my _____.  I couldn’t manage without him; he supports me so well. 
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DISCUSSION 

 

9.  Discuss these questions with your partner. 

 

a. Give yourself a mark out of ten to represent how much of these types of person 

  you are. For example, how much of a swot are you?  

  10 = a super swot 

  5 = not really a swot; just an averagely hard-working student 

  0 = what is a school? 

 

     A swot 

     A goody-two-shoes 

     A numpty 

     A big head 

     A clever clogs 

     A live wire 

 

  Compare your marks with your partner and explain your marks. 

 

b.  Do you know anyone who is a hard taskmaster? 

c.  Have your parents ever been party poopers? 

d.  Who is your rock? 
 


