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Level:     Intermediate and above 

Topic:     The condition things are in 

Aims:     Listening skills – A short talk 

         Language – ‘Manky’ and other words from varieties of English 

 
Materials:  Worksheet 1       –  Introductory speaking and vocabulary exercises,  

Listening section 1 

         Worksheet 2       –  Listening section 2 

         Worksheet 3       –  Extra work: Vocabulary, language and discussion 

         Audio script        –  Available in teacher’s notes 

         Recording of the talk  –  Available online at bbclearningenglish.com 

 

 
This plan was downloaded from: 
 
bbclearningenglish.com/radio/specials/1130_uptodate2/page2.shtml 
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LESSON STAGES 

 
 
A 
Explain to the students that they are going to listen to a talk by Professor David Crystal, an 
expert on the English language, and that the talk is about the way English is changing. This 
particular talk is about the word ‘manky’. 
 
B 
Hand out Student Worksheet 1. Students do Speaking, Exercise 1 in small groups or 
pairs.  
 
C 
Students do Vocabulary, Exercise 2 - without dictionaries at first. 
Practise the pronunciation of the vocabulary, as they will hear it in the talk. 
 
D 
Students read Listening: Section 1, Exercise 3 and then listen to Section 1 of the talk. 
They answer questions ‘a’ and ‘b’. 
 
 Students listen again and do Listening: Section 1, Exercise 4. 
 
E 
Hand out Student Worksheet 2. 
Students read Listening: Section 2, Exercise 5 and then listen to Section 2 of the talk. 
They answer question ‘a’. 
 
F 
Students try to answer Listening: Section 2, Exercise 6. They listen again to Section 2 to 
check/complete their answers. 
 
G 
If you wish to do some extra work with the class, hand out Student Worksheet 3. 
 
For the vocabulary exercise, give the students copies of the audio script and play the 
complete talk as they read. 
 
The language work focuses on other words which come from national varieties of English, 
such as American or Jamaican. 
 
The final discussion practises some of the language from the lesson. 
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AUDIO SCRIPTS 

 
 
 
Listening Section 1 
 
Manky. M-A-N-K-Y. Not monkey – manky! It’s a regional usage. I’ve heard it in various 

parts of the north of England and up in Scotland too. It has a whole range of meanings. 

When you hear somebody say ‘my torch is all manky’, it means it’s not working properly, 

it’s worthless, it’s defective, it’s a bit inferior. And then, I’ve heard people say ‘oh, he’s 

got manky socks’ or ‘that baby’s nappy is manky’ and that means it’s grimy or dirty, it 

might even be a bit smelly – that’s another usage of the term – ‘bananas are manky’ or 

‘that dustbin is manky’ - it means it’s rotten, it’s disgusting, it’s got a smell of some kind.  

 

And it generalises from there, too, into personal feelings – if you’re feeling under the 

weather for instance, in some parts of the country, you can say, you know, ‘I feel manky 

today’. And then up in Scotland especially, it’s used quite nastily, as a term of abuse – you 

know, somebody might say ‘you manky so and so’, that’s really quite harsh.  
  

Listening Section 2 

Where does it come from? Ah, I wish we knew. Very unclear origins. It certainly goes 

back to the 1950s, maybe before. Some people think it comes from an old French word 

meaning ‘impaired’. I don’t know. Certainly, it’s been used in a wide range of 

constructions now. I’ve heard it used in the phrase ‘you’re going to mank it up’ meaning 

‘you’re going to mess it up’. I’ve actually heard somebody talk about something being 

‘mankified’! To mankify – a verb.  

 

And then there’s that northern dialect use in Yorkshire where somebody says ‘I’m feeling 

manky’, ‘I’m feeling rough and unwell’. That sort of use so upset people, doctors in 

particular who didn’t understand what it meant, that they actually decided to write a guide 

to Yorkshire dialect to help them out, and so there you get in this list of medical terms 

‘manky’, feeling rough. 
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ANSWER KEY 

 
 
VOCABULARY 
 
Exercise 2  

a.  inferior           of lower quality; of a low standard 

b.  grimy            dirty 

c.  rotten            when fruit is bad because it is old  

d.  under the weather   ill; not very well 

e. harsh            strong and severe 

f.   origin            where something first came from 

 

LISTENING: SECTION 1 
 
Exercise 3 

a.  manky 

b.  it has a generally negative meaning 
 
Exercise 4 

a.  False – ‘It’s a regional usage. I’ve heard it in various parts of the north of England and 

         up in Scotland too.’ 

b.  False – ‘if you’re feeling under the weather for instance, in some parts of the 

         country, you can say, you know, ‘I feel manky today’.’ 

c.  True – ‘it means it’s not working properly’; ‘it’s grimy or dirty’; ‘it’s rotten’; ‘if 

         you’re feeling under the weather’; ‘it’s used quite nastily, as a term of abuse’. 

 
LISTENING: SECTION 2 
 
Exercise 5 

a.   i.   The origins of the word 

ii.  Different grammatical uses of the word 

iv.  Problems people have had understanding the word 
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Exercise 6 

a. False – ‘It certainly goes back to the 1950s.’ 

b. False – ‘meaning ‘you’re going to mess it up’.’ 

c. True – ‘they actually decided to write a guide to Yorkshire dialect to help them out.’ 
 
EXTRA WORK 

 
VOCABULARY 
 
Exercise 7 
 
a. defective 

b. disgusting 

c. dialect 

 
LANGUAGE 
 
Exercise 8a  
  

1.  arvo 

2.  cut lunch 

3.  yonks 

4.  tramping 

5.  runners 

6.  sniggler 

7.  elevator 

8.  garbage 

9.  braii 

10. lekker 

11. hard ears 

12. tacko 

13. bearer 

14. needful 
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WORKSHEET 1 
 

 
SPEAKING 
 

1.    Discuss these questions with your partner. 

 

a.  In your city or town, which areas are well looked-after and which are more run down 

   (in worse condition)?  Which areas do you prefer?       

b.  Do you have a car or a bicycle? Do you look after it or do you let it get dirty etc.?   

c.  If you buy something expensive, such as an MP3 music player, a camera or a 

   computer, do you protect it from damage or do you not worry about scratches etc.?   

d.  Do you generally dress in a smart or a scruffy way?  Do you regularly throw away old 

   clothes or are you someone who keeps a T-shirt for years?   

e. If you were buying something for your house e.g. a chair, would you prefer a brand 

new one or would you consider buying an older one that is a little worn (used and 

slightly damaged)?         

f. Do you ever buy things second-hand?  When and why / why not? 

g.  In general, do you like things to be clean, tidy and well-kept, or do you let things get  

   untidy and scruffy?            

 

VOCABULARY 
 
2.    Match these words and phrases to their definitions. 
 
a. inferior  ill; not very well 

b. grimy where something first came from 

c. rotten   before the end of the day 

d. under the weather    of lower quality; of a low standard 

e. harsh when fruit is bad because it is old  

f.  origin  dirty 
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LISTENING SECTION 1 
 
 
3.  Now, listen to Professor Crystal talking about a new word in English and 

answer this question. 

 

a.  How is the word spelt? 

i.   Monkey  

ii.  Mankey 

iii.  Manky 

iv.  Monky 

 

b.  Does it have a generally positive or a generally negative meaning? 

 

 

4.    Listen to Section 1 again and decide if the following statements are true or 

false, according to Professor Crystal. 

 

a.  The word is used all over Britain. 

b.  We sometimes use it to describe cold and rainy days. 

c.  In total, Professor Crystal gives five variations on the meaning of the word. 
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WORKSHEET 2 

 
 
 

LISTENING SECTION 2 

 

5.    Listen to Section 2 of the talk and answer this question. 

 

a.  Which of these things does he discuss? 

i.   The origins of the word 

ii.  Different grammatical uses of the word 

iii.  The future of the word 

iv.  Problems people have had understanding the word 

 

 

6.    Listen again to Section 2. Are the following sentences true or false? 

 

a.  The word was first used in 1915. 

b.  If you ‘mank something up’, you improve it or make it better. 

c. Doctors used a special phrasebook in order to understand their northern patients. 
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WORKSHEET 3 - EXTRA WORK 

 
 
 
VOCABULARY 

7. Find the phrases in the text that have the following meanings. 

a.  broken; not working properly 

b. really horrible 

c. a regional variation of the standard, or mainstream, language 

 

LANGUAGE 
 
8.   Manky is a British word that comes from a regional dialect. Different 

   countries that speak English also have their own national dialects. Look at 

   these words and their equivalents in British English. Then put them in the 

   sentences below and find out which country they come from. 

 

                     Arvo:       afternoon  

                    Needful:     essential  

                    Yonks:      a long time 

                    Hard ears:   stubborn  

                    Runners:    sport shoes 

                     Tacko:      ugly 

                     Sniggler:     annoying person 

                     Elevator:    lift      

                     Bearer:      waiter 

                     Garbage:    rubbish  

                     Cut lunch:   sandwiches 

                     Lekker:     nice 

                     Tramping:   hiking  

                     Braii:       barbecue 
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Australia 

1.  I can meet you in the ______ at about 3 o’clock. 

2.  I’ve brought a ______ from home today, So, I won’t come to the restaurant with you. 

New Zealand 

3.  How are you? I haven’t seen you for ______. 

4.  We went _____ in the mountains at the weekend. 

Canada 

5.  Do you like my new ______? They’re made by Nike. 

6.  David is such a ______. I can’t stand him. 

USA 

7.  Your office is on the 10th floor! Is there an ______? 

8.  We throw away too much _____. We should recycle more. 

South Africa 

9.  It’s a sunny day. Let’s have a ______. 

10. I like David, he’s really ______ and also he’s kind. 

Jamaica 

11. He won’t change his mind, he’s got ______. 

12. I don’t like the new building, it’s really ______. 

India and Pakistan 

13. Could you ask the ______ to bring some water? 

14. I can’t live without my computer, it is most ______ for my work. 

 
 

DISCUSSION 

 

9.  Discuss these questions with your partner. 

a.  Which buildings or parts of your town are ‘tacko’? 

b.  Which buildings or parts of your town are ‘lekker’? 

c. Do you know anyone with ‘hard ears‘? 

d.  Do like going ‘tramping‘? 

e. Do you usually wear ‘runners’ or other types of shoes? 
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f. Do you often eat a ‘cut lunch’? 

g. What makes a person a ‘sniggler’ for you? 

h.  If you have to go up two floors, do you take the stairs or the ‘elevator’? 

i.   Do you throw away a lot of ‘garbage’ or do you recycle a lot? 

j.   How often do you have a ‘braii’? 

k.  What things that you own are ‘needful’ for your life? 

l.   Do you tip ‘bearers’ in your country? 

m.  What haven’t you done for ‘yonks’ that you like doing? 

n.  What did you do yesterday ‘arvo’? 

o.  What’s the ‘mankiest’ thing you’ve ever seen? 

 


