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Level:     Intermediate and above 

Topic:     Personal reactions and responses 

Aims:     Listening skills – A short talk 

         Language – ‘Lovely jubbly’ and other rhyming phrases 

 
Materials:  Worksheet 1       –  Introductory speaking and vocabulary exercises,  

Listening section 1 

         Worksheet 2       –  Listening section 2 

         Worksheet 3       –  Extra work: Vocabulary, language and discussion 

         Audio script        –  Available in teacher’s notes 

         Recording of the talk  –  Available online at bbclearningenglish.com 

 

 
This plan was downloaded from: 
 
bbclearningenglish.com/radio/specials/1130_uptodate2/page2.shtml 



BBC Learning English – Keep your English up to date 
Lesson Plan: Teacher's notes 
Lovely jubbly 

 
 

© BBC Learning English 
 

bbclearningenglish.com 

 
 

 

 
LESSON STAGES 

 
 
A 
Explain to the students that they are going to listen to a talk by Professor David Crystal, an 
expert on the English language, and that the talk is about the way English is changing. This 
particular talk is about the phrase ‘lovely jubbly’. 
 
B 
Hand out Student Worksheet 1. Students do Speaking, Exercise 1 in small groups or 
pairs.  
 
C 
Students do Vocabulary, Exercise 2 - without dictionaries at first. 
Practise the pronunciation of the vocabulary, as they will hear it in the talk. 
 
D 
Students read Listening: Section 1, Exercise 3 and then listen to Section 1 of the talk. 
They answer questions ‘a’ and ‘b’. 
 
 Students listen again and do Listening: Section 1, Exercise 4. 
 
E 
Hand out Student Worksheet 2. 
Students read Listening: Section 2, Exercise 5 and then listen to Section 2 of the talk. 
They answer question ‘a’. 
 
F 
Students try to answer Listening: Section 2, Exercise 6. They listen again to Section 2 to 
check/complete their answers. 
 
G 
If you wish to do some extra work with the class, hand out Student Worksheet 3. 
 
For the vocabulary exercise, give the students copies of the audio script and play the 
complete talk as they read. 
 
The language work focuses on other phrases which use rhyme. 
 
The final discussion practises some of the language from the lesson. 
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AUDIO SCRIPTS 

 
 
 
Listening Section 1 
 
 
Lovely jubbly. Notice the pronunciation, ‘lovely jubbly’. There is a kind of resonance 

there, a rhyming resonance, which is part of the attraction of the phrase.  

 

It’s a jocular exclamation. It means excellent, brilliant, great. It’s the sort of thing you’d 

say when you got some good news or had a stroke of luck, ‘ah, lovely jubbly’.  

 

Well, would you use it? It depends whether you’re influenced by television, I suppose, 

more than anything else. It’s one of the slang phrases that was used by Del Boy in the 

television series Only Fools and Horses, back in the 1990s.   

 
 

Listening Section 2 

 

It actually goes back longer than that. These scriptwriters are well aware of some of the 

earlier usages of phrases like this. In fact, you can take it right back to the 1950s, when 

there was an ice lolly called a jubbly, and there was an advertising catch phrase, ‘lovely 

jubbly’, and the Del usage, I suppose, has come from that. 

 

It later moved into London slang, mainly, I’ve heard it elsewhere but mainly in London, 

for anything that was excellent. I’ve heard it with reference to food – very tasty food is 

lovely jubbly food. Lovely jubbly antiques, there are – beautiful antiques, lovely jubbly 

people. And I guess these programmes are lovely jubbly programmes! 
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ANSWER KEY 

 
 
VOCABULARY 
 
Exercise 2  

a. resonance     a pleasant, attractive quality of a sound 

b. jocular       humorous or light-hearted; not serious 

c. scriptwriter    the author of a play, TV programme or film    

d. catch phrase   a short sentence that is strongly associated with the advertising of a 

             product; similar to a slogan    

e. ice lolly       a sweet made from frozen water, usually with a fruity flavour  

f.   antiques      very old and valuable objects 

 
LISTENING: SECTION 1 
 
Exercise 3 

a.  iii.  lovely jubbly 

b.  We use the phrase when we react to something positive. 

 
Exercise 4 

a.  True – ‘Notice the pronunciation, ‘lovely jubbly’. There is a kind of resonance there, a 

rhyming resonance, which is part of the attraction of the phrase.’ 

b.  False – ‘It’s one of the slang phrases...’ 

c.  True – ‘that was used by Del Boy in the television series Only Fools and Horses, back 

in the 1990s.’ 

 
LISTENING: SECTION 2 
 
Exercise 5 

a. It comes from an advertisement for an ice lolly; it was the catchphrase or slogan. 
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Exercise 6 

a. True – ‘These scriptwriters are well aware of some of the earlier usages of phrases like 

       this.’ 

b. False – ‘you can take it right back to the 1950s, when there was an ice lolly called a 

       jubbly, and there was an advertising catch phrase, ‘lovely jubbly.’ 

c.  False – ‘I’ve heard it elsewhere but mainly in London.’ 
 
EXTRA WORK 

 
VOCABULARY 
 
Exercise 7 
 
a. the attraction 

b. influenced by 

c. elsewhere 

 
LANGUAGE 
 
Exercise 8a  
  

a.  to dress to impress 

b.  to go with the flow 

c.  eyes on the prize 

d.  eye in the sky 

e.  to shop until you drop 

f.   super duper 

g.  a blast from the past 

h.  sound as a pound 

 

Exercise 8b 
 

1.  dress to impress  
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2.  your eyes on the prize 

3.  eye in the sky 

4.  super duper 

5.  sound as a pound 

6.  shop until she drops 

7.  go with the flow 

8.  blast from the past 
 
 
Exercise 8c 
 
1  to dress to impress 

2  an eye in the sky 

3  a blast from the past 

4  to go with the flow 

5  to shop until you drop 

6  as sound as a pound 

7  to keep your eyes on the prize 

8  super duper
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WORKSHEET 1 
 

 
SPEAKING 
 

1.    Discuss these questions with your partner. 

a.   How would you react in these situations? How would you feel? What would you say 

and do? 

1.  You are eating some soup in a restaurant when you find a hair in it. 

2. Your best friend tells you that he/she is going to get married. 

3. A friend from another country cooks dinner for you. Halfway through the main 

course, the friend tells you that you are eating Spider Pie. 

4. You lose your mobile phone. 

5. You study very, very hard for an exam. You take the exam and…you pass it with a 

very good mark. 

6. You miss the last bus or train home by five seconds. 

7. You are walking next to a road where there is a large puddle at the side. A bus drives 

past and goes fast through a puddle, which means that you get covered in water. 

8. You receive a bunch of flowers from a secret admirer. 

 

VOCABULARY 
 
2.    Match these words and phrases to their definitions. 
 
a. resonance  the author of a play, TV programme or film   

b. jocular  very old and valuable objects 

c. scriptwriter   a sweet made from frozen water, usually with a fruity 

flavour 

d. catch phrase   humorous or light-hearted; not serious 

e. ice lolly a pleasant, attractive quality of a sound 

f.  antiques  a short sentence that is strongly associated with the 

advertising of a product; similar to a slogan 
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LISTENING SECTION 1 
 
 
3.  Now, listen to Professor Crystal talking about a new phrase in English and 

answer these questions. 

 

a.  What is the phrase? 

i.   lovely rubbery 

ii.  lovely jibbly 

iii.  lovely jubbly 

iv.  lovely jovely 

 

b.  Do we use this phrase when we react to something positive or negative? 

 

 

4.    Listen to Section 1 again and decide if the following statements are true or 

false, according to Professor Crystal. 

 
a. Professor Crystal thinks that people like the sound of this phrase. 

b. It is a fairly formal phrase. 

c. A character in a TV show often used the phrase.
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WORKSHEET 2 

 
 
 

LISTENING SECTION 2 

 

5.    Listen to Section 2 of the talk and answer this question. 

 

a. Where does ‘lovely jubbly’ actually come from? 

 

6.    Listen again to Section 2. Are the following sentences true or false? 

 

a.  The writers of the TV programme knew that ‘lovely jubbly’ had been used before. 

b. The lolly advertisement appeared in 1915. 

c. ‘Lovely jubbly’ is only used in London. 
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WORKSHEET 3 - EXTRA WORK 

 
 
 
VOCABULARY 

7. Find the phrases in the text that have the following meanings. 

a.  the thing that people like about something 

b. affected by; your behaviour is changed by something 

c. other places 

 

LANGUAGE 

8a. There are many phrases and expressions that use rhyme. Complete the phrases 

with the words in the box. 

 

     prize  drop  past  impress  pound  flow  sky  duper 

 

a.  to dress to ________ 

b.  to go with the ________ 

c.  eyes on the  ________ 

d.  eye in the  ________ 

e.  to shop until you  ________ 

f.   super  ________ 

g.  a blast from the  ________ 

h.  sound as a  ________ 

 

8b. 

1.  What are you wearing to the film premiere? The newspaper photographers will 

   be there, so make sure you  ________.  

2.  Keep  ________ and study heard every day, so that you can go to university. 

3.  The local radio station has good traffic news because they have an  ________ - you 

   know, a helicopter that can see what is happening on the ground. 

4.  You’re going to get married, that’s great news. ________! 
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5.  Don’t worry, you can trust him. He is as  ________. 

6.  My girlfriend and I are very different. I hate shopping but she loves to  ________. 

7.  I don’t mind what we all do this evening, whether we go to the cinema or a restaurant. 

   I’ll just  ________. 

8.  I didn’t expect to see David at the party, I haven’t seen him since we were at school 

   together years ago. It was a real  ________. 

 

8c. Match the expressions in bold in Exercise 8a with the definitions below. 

1  wear clothes that make you look good and that other people will like 

2  a helicopter that is used for observation of the ground, perhaps by the police 

3  an unexpected reminder of the past 

4  to relax and not worry; to NOT fight a situation 

5  to spend a lot of time shopping, until you are exhausted 

6  to be reliable and trustworthy 

7  to remain focussed on your ambition or goal 

8  great, wonderful  

 

DISCUSSION 

 

9.  Discuss these questions with your partner. 

a.  On what occasion do you dress to impress? What clothes would you wear to dress to 

impress? 

b.  What ambitions or goals do you have? Do you generally find it easy to keep your eyes 

on the prize, or are you easily distracted or do you give up easily? 

c. Who do you know who is as sound as a pound? 

d.  Do you like to shop till you drop? When did you last do that? 

e. Do you generally go with the flow, or do you like to organise nights out and make the 

important decisions? 

f. Does your police force ever use an eye in the sky? When and why? What about TV 

companies? 

g. Have you ever had a blast from the past e.g. meeting a childhood friend? 


