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Level:     Intermediate and above 

Topic:     Greetings and farewells 

Aims:     Listening skills – A short talk 

         Language – ‘Laters’ and other expressions using ‘late’ 

 
Materials:  Worksheet 1       –  Introductory speaking and vocabulary exercises,  

Listening section 1 

         Worksheet 2       –  Listening section 2 

         Worksheet 3       –  Extra work: Vocabulary, language and discussion 

         Audio script        –  Available in teacher’s notes 

         Recording of the talk  –  Available online at bbclearningenglish.com 

 

 
This plan was downloaded from: 
 
bbclearningenglish.com/radio/specials/1130_uptodate2/page2.shtml 
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LESSON STAGES 

 
 
A 
Explain to the students that they are going to listen to a talk by Professor David Crystal, an 
expert on the English language, and that the talk is about the way English is changing. This 
particular talk is about the word ‘laters’. 
 
B 
Hand out Student Worksheet 1. Students do Speaking, Exercise 1 in small groups or 
pairs.  
 
C 
Students do Vocabulary, Exercise 2 - without dictionaries at first. 
Practise the pronunciation of the vocabulary, as they will hear it in the talk. 
 
D 
Students read Listening: Section 1, Exercise 3 and then listen to Section 1 of the talk. 
They answer questions ‘a’ and ‘b’. 
 
 Students listen again and do Listening: Section 1, Exercise 4. 
 
E 
Hand out Student Worksheet 2. 
Students read Listening: Section 2, Exercise 5 and then listen to Section 2 of the talk. 
They answer question ‘a’. 
 
F 
Students try to answer Listening: Section 2, Exercise 6. They listen again to Section 2 to 
check/complete their answers. 
 
G 
If you wish to do some extra work with the class, hand out Student Worksheet 3. 
 
For the vocabulary exercise, give the students copies of the audio script and play the 
complete talk as they read. 
 
The language work focuses on other phrases which use words derived from ‘late’. 
 
The final discussion practises some of the language from the lesson. 
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AUDIO SCRIPTS 

 
 
 
Listening Section 1 
 
 
Laters. That’s the word ‘later’ with an ‘s’ at the end. It’s a shortened form of ‘see you 

later’, really. Ciao. TTFN – ta ta for now!  

 

It’s unusual though, to add an ‘s’ to a word like that, isn’t it? It’s not the first time it’s 

happened, but it usually happens with reference to names of people or names of relatives - 

pet names. You know, instead of saying ‘mum’, you might say ‘mums’ or ‘mummsie’. 

Instead of saying ‘pop’, you might say ‘pops’, ‘gramps’ for ‘grandpa’. And proper names 

too, I mean, Will becomes Wills – a member of the royal family is sometimes referred to 

as Wills, for instance, or Babs for Barbara. So there are some uses where you add an ‘s’ to 

make something nice and friendly, but it’s unusual to see it before a kind of general phrase 

like ‘see you later’ or ‘later’, and thus – laters.  
  

Listening Section 2 

 

Notice by the way, that that phrase ‘see you later’ has changed its meaning in English in 

recent times. If somebody says ‘see you later’, it doesn’t necessarily mean they’re going to 

see you later today. In my day, that’s certainly what it would have meant - ‘see you later’ 

means ‘I’ll see you before the day is out’. But somebody left on an aeroplane the other day 

and I heard them say to the people they’d left behind, ‘see you later!’ But the person would 

certainly not be seeing them later, not for months, perhaps.  

 

So if you say ‘laters’ it’s a kind of modern colloquialism in a way. It has a kind of cool, 

slang sort of sense around it. If you say ‘laters’ instead of ‘goodbye’, then you probably 

wouldn’t say ‘hello’ - you’d probably say ‘hey’ or ‘hi’! 
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ANSWER KEY 

 
 
VOCABULARY 
 
Exercise 2  

a. a shortened form        an abbreviation of a word 

b. relatives              members of your family 

c. the royal family         the king, queen and their children  

d. colloquialism           an informal or slang phrase 

e. before the day is out      before the end of the day 

f.   cool                  fashionable and trendy 

 
LISTENING: SECTION 1 
 
Exercise 3 

a.  It’s a shortened form of ‘see you later’ 

b.  You add an ‘s’ to make something nice and friendly 
 
Exercise 4 

a.  False – ‘it usually happens with reference to names of people or names of relatives – 

pet names...’ In this case, pet names does not mean the names of domestic 

animals, it means friendly names for family members. 

b.  True – ‘a member of the royal family is sometimes referred to as Wills.’ 

c.  True – ‘it’s unusual to see it before a kind of general phrase like ‘see you later’ or 

‘later’, and thus – laters.’ Note: Professor Crystal makes a slight mistake here, 

he should say ‘after’, not ‘before’. 

 
LISTENING: SECTION 2 
 
Exercise 5 

a. Informal – ‘if you say ‘laters’ it’s a kind of modern colloquialism in a way. It has a 

kind of cool, slang sort of sense around it.’ 
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Exercise 6 

a. False – ‘‘see you later’ has changed its meaning in English in recent times.’ 

b. True – ‘‘see you later’ means ‘I’ll see you before the day is out’’ 

c.  True – ‘If somebody says ‘see you later’, it doesn’t necessarily mean they’re going to 

see you later today’. Professor Crystal uses the anecdote at the airport to 

illustrate this point. 
 
EXTRA WORK 

 
VOCABULARY 
 
Exercise 7 
 
a. ‘ta ta for now!’ (‘Ciao’, which comes from Italian, is also a possible answer) 

b. thus 

c. it doesn’t necessarily (mean that...) 

 
LANGUAGE 
 
Exercise 8a  
  

a.  late for his own funeral 

b. better late than never 

c. too late in the day 

d. of late 

e.  later on  

f.  sooner or later 

g. the latest 

h.  at the latest 

 

Exercise 8b 
 

1  not after a certain time - h. at the latest 
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2  most up-to-date or recently produced - g.  the latest 

3  at some point, but you can’t say when - f. sooner or later 

4  recently - d. of late 

5  always late, for any and every occasion – a.  late for his own funeral 

6  even though you do something late, it would be worse if you didn’t do it – b. better 

late than never 

7  not soon enough, there is not enough time left - c. too late in the day 

8  after some time had passed - e.  later on  
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WORKSHEET 1 
 

 
SPEAKING 
 

1.    Discuss these questions with your partner. 

 

a.  When you meet people in your country, which of these things do you usually, 

sometimes or never do? Do you do something different? Do you do some of these 

things in different situations e.g. meeting a stranger for the first time, meeting a good 

friend, at a work meeting? 

 

shake hands – using your right hand    give a business card      smile 

shake hands – using your left hand     stand still and do nothing  hug  

kiss someone once on the cheek smile   give a high five         bow 

kiss someone twice on the cheek       nod your head          rub noses     

 

b. When you say goodbye, what things do you do? 

c. Do you associate any particular countries or cultures with the things in question ‘a’? 

d. In English, how many different ways do you know to say ‘hello’ and ‘goodbye’? 

 

VOCABULARY 
 
2.    Match these words and phrases to their definitions. 
 
a. a shortened form  before the end of the day 

b. relatives the king, queen and their children 

c. the royal family  an abbreviation of a word 

d. colloquialism    fashionable and trendy 

e. before the day is out an informal or slang phrase 

f.  cool   an abbreviation of a word 
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LISTENING SECTION 1 
 
 
3.  Now, listen to Professor Crystal talking about the use of the word ‘laters’ in 

English and answer this question. 

 

a.  What is ‘laters’ an ‘abbreviation of? 

b.  What does the letter ‘s’ on the end of ‘laters’ do; what feeling does it give? 

 

 

4.    Listen to Section 1 again and decide if the following statements are true or 

false, according to Professor Crystal. 

 
a. We sometimes add ‘s’ to the names of our domestic animals. 

b. There is someone in the British Queen’s family called William. 

c. It is rare to add ‘s’ to general phrases.



BBC Learning English – Keep your English up to date 

 
 

© BBC Learning English 
 

bbclearningenglish.com 

 
 

 

 
WORKSHEET 2 

 
 
 

LISTENING SECTION 2 

 

5.    Listen to Section 2 of the talk and answer this question. 

 

a. Is ‘laters’ now a formal or an informal expression? 

 

6.    Listen again to Section 2. Are the following sentences true or false? 

 

a. ‘See you later’ changed its meaning a long time ago. 

b. In the past, ‘see you later’ meant you would see someone later that same day. 

c. Nowadays, ‘see you later’ can mean goodbye, in general. 
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WORKSHEET 3 - EXTRA WORK 

 
 
 
VOCABULARY 

7. Find the phrases in the text that have the following meanings. 

a.  an informal way to say goodbye (not ‘laters’ or ‘see you later’) 

b. consequently or therefore 

c. it may not...; it might not... 

 

LANGUAGE 

8a. There are many phrases and expressions that use forms of the word ‘late’. 

Complete the sentences with the words in the box. 

 

       day    late   latest   sooner   better  latest   of  later 

 

a.  Don’t bother waiting for David. He’s always late, in fact he would be _____ for his 

own funeral 

b. ‘I’m sorry I’m late for the lesson’ ‘That’s okay, Miguel. _____ late than never. Just 

sit down and get your books out’ 

c. The boss wants us to get a second opinion on the budget, but I think it’s too late in 

the _____ to do that. We have to start this project next week 

d.  She used to come to the library every day, but we haven’t seen her _____ late. I hope 

she isn’t seriously ill. 

e.  At first I didn’t understand any of the lectures, but _____ on things got better and now 

I understand everything. 

f.  Don’t worry about your lost hat. You know it is in your house, so _____ or later you 

will find it. 

g. I’m going to change my mobile phone – I want one of the _____ models with a video 

camera. 

h.  You need to get the report to me by 3 o’clock at the _____, I need to read it before 

my meeting at 4. 
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8b. Match the expressions in bold in Exercise 8a with the definitions below. 

1  not after a certain time 

2  most up-to-date or recently produced 

3  at some point, but you can’t say when 

4  recently 

5  always late, for any and every occasion 

6  even though you do something late, it would be worse if you didn’t do it 

7  not soon enough, there is not enough time left 

8  after some time had passed 

 

DISCUSSION 

 

9.  Discuss these questions with your partner. 

 

a.  Are you someone who follows the latest fashions? 

b.  Do you like to have the latest mobile phone/MP3 player etc.? 

c. What have you been doing in your free time of late? 

d.  Do you know anyone who would be late for their own funeral? 

e. Have you ever made a mistake by doing something too late in the day? 

f. What do you plan to do later on today/this week/this year? 

g. Is there anything you have to do by the end of this week at the latest? 


