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Note:      The subject of this talk is slightly sexual in content. Consider the      
         materials carefully before you choose to use them with your class. 
 
Level:     Intermediate and above 

Topic:     Magazines 

Aims:     Listening skills – A short talk 

         Language – ‘Lad mag’ and other abbreviations 

 
Materials:  Worksheet 1       –  Introductory speaking and vocabulary exercises,  

Listening section 1 

         Worksheet 2       –  Listening section 2 

         Worksheet 3       –  Extra work: Vocabulary, language and discussion 

         Audio script        –  Available in teacher’s notes 

         Recording of the talk  –  Available online at bbclearningenglish.com 

 

 
This plan was downloaded from: 
 
bbclearningenglish.com/radio/specials/1130_uptodate2/page2.shtml 
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LESSON STAGES 

 
 
A 
Explain to the students that they are going to listen to a talk by Professor David Crystal, an 
expert on the English language, and that the talk is about the way English is changing. This 
particular talk is about the word ‘lad mag’. 
 
B 
Hand out Student Worksheet 1. Students do Speaking, Exercise 1 in small groups or 
pairs.  
 
C 
Students do Vocabulary, Exercise 2 - without dictionaries at first. 
Practise the pronunciation of the vocabulary, as they will hear it in the talk. 
 
D 
Students read Listening: Section 1, Exercise 3 and then listen to Section 1 of the talk. 
They answer questions ‘a’ and ‘b’. 
 
 Students listen again and do Listening: Section 1, Exercise 4. 
 
E 
Hand out Student Worksheet 2. 
Students read Listening: Section 2, Exercise 5 and then listen to Section 2 of the talk. 
They answer question ‘a’. 
 
F 
Students try to answer Listening: Section 2, Exercise 6. They listen again to Section 2 to 
check/complete their answers. 
 
G 
If you wish to do some extra work with the class, hand out Student Worksheet 3. 
 
For the vocabulary exercise, give the students copies of the audio script and play the 
complete talk as they read. 
 
The language work focuses on other words which are shortened forms. 
 
The final discussion uses the language from the lesson. 
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AUDIO SCRIPTS 

 
 
 
Listening Section 1 
 
 
Lad mag. Lad mags. Let’s look at ‘mag’, first of all – shortened form of the word 

‘magazines’. ‘You got these mags?’ – that’s been around quite a long time. ‘Lad’, the 

other part - a young man, or somebody who acts like a young man. ‘I feel like a lad, 

sometimes.’ And you put the two things together and you get ‘a lad mag’. In other words, 

a magazine for men. And usually, the term is with reference to the kind of soft porn 

magazines that you find on the top shelf of newsagents.  

 

Listening Section 2 

 

But, actually, it has a more general usage too. I mean, lad mags can be any magazines with 

a male orientation – so I’ve heard the word used for magazines about motorbikes and tech-

y magazines – that is, magazines to do with technical subjects – or adventure stories have 

sometimes been called ‘lad mags’. 

 

Written, by the way, sometimes as a single word, and sometimes as two words – ‘lad mag’ 

– I’m not quite sure which is the most common usage at the moment. But there is one thing 

and that is that it isn’t just a male prerogative, this kind of coinage. Women’s magazines, 

like Cosmopolitan and Vogue, are sometimes called ‘chick mags’! 
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ANSWER KEY 

 
 
SPEAKING 
 
Exercise 1 
 
Vogue - fashion         Time – politics and economics       Empire  - films 

The Economist- business  Cosmopolitan – fashion and lifestyle   Rolling Stone – music 

Variety – show business   National Geographic – nature and wildlife            

PC magazine - computers   Seventeen - lifestyle for teenage girls      

 
VOCABULARY 
 
Exercise 2  

a. shortened form of the word   an abbreviation 

b. soft porn magazines        magazines with sexual content: stories and pictures 

c. orientation              a particular direction or point of view    

d. prerogative              special right or privilege 

e. coinage                a new word or phrase 

f.   chick                  a colloquial word meaning a woman 

 
LISTENING: SECTION 1 
 
Exercise 3 

a.  Something you read – a magazine 

b.  Men 
 
Exercise 4 

a.  False – ‘‘You got these mags?’ – that’s been around quite a long time.’ 

b.  False – ‘a young man, or somebody who acts like a young man.’ 

c.  True – ‘the term is with reference to the kind of soft porn magazines that you find on 

the top shelf of newsagents.’ 
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LISTENING: SECTION 2 
 
Exercise 5 

a. The word can be used for any magazine that is popular with men ‘But, actually, it has 

a more general usage too. I mean, lad mags can be any magazines with a male 

orientation’ 

Exercise 6 

a. False – ‘magazines about motorbikes and tech-y magazines – that is, magazines to do 

       with technical subjects – or adventure stories.’ 

b. False – ‘Written, by the way, sometimes as a single word, and sometimes as two 

       words.’ 

c.  True – ‘Women’s magazines, like Cosmopolitan and Vogue, are sometimes called 

‘chick mags’.’ 
 
EXTRA WORK 

 
VOCABULARY 
 
Exercise 7 
 
a. to be around (‘it’s been around’) 

b. newsagent 

c. adventure stories 

 
LANGUAGE 
 
Exercise 8a  
  

a. ad - advertisement  

b. bike - bicycle 

c. brekky - breakfast 

d. uni - uni 

e. hippo – hippopotamus  

  rhino - rhinoceros 

f.  telly - telly 
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g. barbie - barbecue 

h. biog - biography 

i.  doc – doctor 

 

Note: Many of these words are informal 
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WORKSHEET 1 
 

 
SPEAKING 
 

1.    Discuss these questions with your partner. 

 

a.  What is the difference between a magazine and a newspaper? 

b.  Have you heard of these magazines? What topics or subjects do these magazines 

cover? What types of people read these magazines?  

    Vogue   Time    The Economist     Cosmopolitan   Rolling Stone 

  Variety  Empire   National Geographic Seventeen      PC magazine 

b. Do you read any magazines regularly? Which ones? 

c.  These are common types of magazine. Have you ever read magazines of these types? 

   Car magazines   Computer magazines       Food and cooking magazines 

   Sports magazines  Science and nature magazines Health and fitness magazines   

   Music magazines  Home and garden magazines  Politics and business magazines 

 

 

 

VOCABULARY 
 
2.    Match these words and phrases to their definitions. 
 
a. shortened form of the word  magazines with sexual content: stories and pictures 

b. soft porn magazines a colloquial word meaning a woman 

c. orientation  an abbreviation 

d. prerogative   a new word or phrase  

e. coinage a colloquial word meaning a woman 

f.  chick special right or privilege  
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LISTENING SECTION 1 
 
 
3.  Now, listen to Professor Crystal talking about the use of the word ‘lad mag’ in 

English and answer this question. 

 

a.  What is a mag: something you read, watch or eat? 

b.  Who are lad mags for, men or women? 

 

 

4.    Listen to Section 1 again and decide if the following statements are true or 

false, according to Professor Crystal. 

 
a. The abbreviation of ‘magazine’ to ‘mag’ is a recent development. 

b. Someone who behaves in a very adult and serious way is a ‘lad’. 

c. Lad mags often have pictures of naked women.
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WORKSHEET 2 

 
 
 

LISTENING SECTION 2 

 

5.    Listen to Section 2 of the talk and answer this question. 

 

a. In what way has the use of the term ‘lad mag’ changed? 

 

6.    Listen again to Section 2. Are the following sentences true or false? 

 

a. Professor Crystal has heard sports magazines described as lad mags. 

b. You must always write ‘lad mag’ as two separate words. 

c. ‘Chick mags’ are magazines for female readers. 
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WORKSHEET 3 - EXTRA WORK 

 
 
 
VOCABULARY 

7. Find the phrases in the text that have the following meanings. 

a.  to exist 

b. a shop that sells magazines and newspapers 

c. an exciting and dramatic story 

 

LANGUAGE 

8a.    Mag is a shortened form of magazine. Look at the shortened forms in bold in 

these sentences. What do you think is the long form of the word? 

 

a. Have you seen the latest ad for Coca-Cola? David Beckham’s in it. 

b. I got a new bike for Christmas. Now I don’t have to walk to school. 

c. I’m hungry. I didn’t have time for brekky this morning. 

d. What did you study at uni? 

e. What’s the difference between a hippo and a rhino?’ ‘Well, a rhino has a big horn on 

its head, and hippos spend all day in the water.’ 

f.  I’m bored. Is there anything good on telly? A comedy show, perhaps? 

g. It’s a lovely day, shall we have a barbie? We could cook some steaks on it. 

h. Do you read the author’s biog at the front of books? I do because I like to find out 

about the author’s life. 

i.  What did the doc say about your bad back? 
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DISCUSSION 

 

9a.  Discuss these questions with your partner. 

 

a.  Have you got a bike? Do you ever go on long bike rides? 

b.  What do you usually have for brekky? 

c. Do you ever have or go to barbies? 

d.  Have you been or would you like to go to uni? What did you or would you study? 

e. Which animal do you think is stranger, a hippo or a rhino? 

f. How often do you watch telly? What kind of things do you watch? 

g. Are there any famous lad mags in your country? 

h. When did you last go and see your local doc? 

i. Can you remember any ads you have seen recently? 

j. What five facts about you would you put in your biog, if you were an author? 


