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Level:     Intermediate and above 

Topic:     Music and what’s cool 

Aims:     Listening skills – A short talk 

         Language – ‘Funky’ and other ‘cool/uncool’ words 

 
Materials:  Worksheet 1       –  Introductory speaking and vocabulary exercises,  

Listening section 1 

         Worksheet 2       –  Listening section 2 

         Worksheet 3       –  Extra work: Vocabulary, language and discussion 

         Audio script        –  Available in teacher’s notes 

         Recording of the talk  –  Available online at bbclearningenglish.com 

 

 
This plan was downloaded from: 
 
bbclearningenglish.com/radio/specials/1130_uptodate2/page2.shtml 
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LESSON STAGES 

 
 
A 
Explain to the students that they are going to listen to a talk by Professor David Crystal, an 
expert on the English language, and that the talk is about the way English is changing. This 
particular talk is about the word ‘funky’. 
 
B 
Hand out Student Worksheet 1. Students do Speaking, Exercise 1 in small groups or 
pairs.  
 
C 
Students do Vocabulary, Exercise 2 - without dictionaries at first. 
Practise the pronunciation of the vocabulary, as they will hear it in the talk. 
 
D 
Students read Listening: Section 1, Exercise 3 and then listen to Section 1 of the talk. 
They answer question ‘a’. 
 
Students listen again and do Listening: Section 1, Exercise 4. 
 
E 
Hand out Student Worksheet 2. 
Students read Listening: Section 2, Exercise 5 and then listen to Section 2 of the talk. 
They answer question ‘a’. 
 
F 
Students try to answer Listening: Section 2, Exercise 6. They listen again to Section 2 to 
check/complete their answers. 
 
G 
If you wish to do some extra work with the class, hand out Student Worksheet 3. 
 
For the vocabulary exercise, give the students copies of the audio script and play the 
complete talk as they read. 
 
The language work focuses on other words which have similar meaning or use as funky 
e.g. cool. 
 
The final discussion continues to explore the theme of coolness, with a little extra practice 
of the language from the lesson. 
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AUDIO SCRIPTS 

 
 
 
Listening Section 1 
 
 
Funky – that’s been around a long time. It’s one of those slang expressions which has 

stayed for decades. I think it goes right back to the 19th century. Funk - the United States’ 

black dance blues and soul, any music with a strong dance rhythm, ‘it’s got a funky beat’ – 

that was the earliest dominant usage in the first decades of the 20th century.  

 

And then, the use generalised to any kind of modern stylish - especially unconventional – 

thing, something that’s off-beat. People had funky clothes, funky cars, funky food. So it all 

had that very positive kind of meaning for a long time.  

 

Listening Section 2 

 

But it has developed some other meanings too. I mean, funk, in British English goes back a 

long time meaning, you know, cowardly, or something like that. ‘I’m in a funk’ means 

‘I’m afraid’. And so you get this sense of cowardly and panicky, ‘somebody’s being very 

funky’, which is also around still. And in the United States, it has another range of 

meaning. To say that something’s funky can mean that it’s smelly or it’s musty – ‘that 

smells funky’. Or ‘I’m feeling funky’ might mean ‘I’m feeling uncomfortable or 

awkward’. And I’ve actually heard some people use it as a put down, saying, you know, 

tasteless – ‘that’s funky! Go on, get rid of it!’ – tasteless, useless.  

 

But, having said all that, usually it has a positive meaning. And you’d listen to the tone of 

voice to really notice the difference between a positive and the negative meaning – ‘hey, 

that’s funky’, meaning that’s wicked, that’s great. It’s clever slang, in other words – funky 

slang! 
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ANSWER KEY 

 
 
VOCABULARY 
 
Exercise 2  

a. slang expressions    colloquial or very informal language 

b. blues and soul      types of popular music 

c. stylish            fashionable or trendy     

d. unconventional     different from the normal way of doing something  

e. cowardly          not brave 

f.   musty            the smell of a room that is damp or has not had any fresh air 

 
LISTENING: SECTION 1 
 
Exercise 3 

a.  A generally positive meaning 

 
Exercise 4 

a.  True – ‘It’s one of those slang expressions which has stayed for decades. I think it 

goes right back to the 19th century.’ 

b.  False – ‘Funk - the United States’ black dance blues and soul, any music with a strong 

dance rhythm, ‘it’s got a funky beat’.’ 

c.  False – ‘the use generalised to any kind of modern stylish - especially unconventional 

– thing, something that’s off-beat.’ 

 
LISTENING: SECTION 2 
 
Exercise 5 

a.   i.  scared and nervous – ‘cowardly and panicky’ 

   iii. having a bad odour or smell – ‘smelly or musty’ 

   iv. not useful or desirable – ‘tasteless and useless’ 

   vi. feeling uncomfortable or a little embarrassed – ‘uncomfortable and awkward’ 
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Exercise 6 

a. False – ‘And so you get this sense of cowardly and panicky, ‘somebody’s being very 

       funky’, which is also around still.’ 

b. False – ‘in British English goes back a long time meaning, you know, cowardly...And 

       in the United States, it has another range of meaning.’ 

c.  True – ‘And you’d listen to the tone of voice to really notice the difference between a 

positive and the negative meaning.’ 
 
EXTRA WORK 

 
VOCABULARY 
 
Exercise 7 
 
a. off-beat 

b. a put-down 

c. get rid off it 

 
LANGUAGE 
 
Exercise 8a  
  

a. wicked – enthusiastically positive 

b. cool – positive; fashionable and funky 

c. so last year – negative; no longer fashionable 

d. naff – negative; uncool and bad 

e. awesome - enthusiastically positive 

f.  hip – positive; currently fashionable 

g. out - negative; currently unfashionable 

h. in - positive; currently fashionable 
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WORKSHEET 1 
 

 
SPEAKING 
 

1.    Discuss these questions with your partner. 

a.  Can you name any singers or groups as examples for the following types of music? 

i.   Rap and hip-hop      v.  Classical        ix.  Folk 

ii.  Heavy metal and rock   vi.  1960s pop        x.  Modern pop 

iii.  Rock and roll        vii. Electronic dance   xi.  Punk 

iv.  Jazz               viii. Blues and soul     xii. Reggae 

 

b. Which types of music... 

  do you love? 

  do you quite like? 

  do you listen to in the car? 

  can’t you stand? 

  do your parents like? 

 

c.  How important is music in your life?  

 

VOCABULARY 
 
2.    Match these words and phrases to their definitions. 
 
a. slang expressions   not brave  

b. blues and soul  colloquial or very informal language 

c. stylish  different from the normal way of doing something 

d. unconventional   the smell of a room that is damp or has not had any fresh air 

e. cowardly fashionable or trendy  

f.  musty types of popular music 
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LISTENING SECTION 1 
 
 
3.  Now, listen to Professor Crystal talking about the use of the word ‘funky’ in 

English and answer this question. 

 

a.  In general, does funky have a negative or a positive meaning? 

 

 

4.    Listen to Section 1 again and decide if the following statements are true or 

false, according to Professor Crystal. 

 
a. Funky is a colloquial word that has been used for a long time. 

b. Classical music is often described as funky. 

c. Only a few things can be described as funky.
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WORKSHEET 2 

 
 
 

LISTENING SECTION 2 

 

5.    Listen to Section 2 of the talk and answer this question. 

 

a. Which 4 of these are different meanings for funk and funky that Professor Crystal 

mentions? 

        i.  scared and nervous 

        ii. bored 

        iii. having a bad odour or smell 

        iv. not useful or desirable 

        v. not feeling pleased 

        vi. feeling uncomfortable or a little embarrassed 

 

6.    Listen again to Section 2. Are the following sentences true or false? 

 

a. Funk and funky are not used these days to mean nervous or scared. 

b. Funky has different meanings in different countries. 

c. You need to listen carefully to the pronunciation to see whether the word has a 

negative or positive meaning. 
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WORKSHEET 3 - EXTRA WORK 

 
 
 
VOCABULARY 

7. Find the phrases in the text that have the following meanings. 

a.  different to normal, unconventional 

b. a negative and critical comment 

c. don’t keep it, throw it away 

 

LANGUAGE 

8a.  Funky has a generally positive meaning and includes the idea that something is 

trendy, fashionable or interestingly unconventional. Which of the following words in 

bold have a generally positive meaning and which have a generally negative 

meaning? 

 

a. The new album by The Arctic Monkeys is wicked. You should buy it. 

b. I got some really cool trousers in the Summer Sales. 

c. I can’t believe you bought a pink shirt, that’s so last year. 

d. The interior design of the restaurant is really naff, although the food is great. 

e. What an awesome car! Wish I had one like that. 

f.  Ipods are still hip, even though they’ve been around for a few years now. 

g. Shoes are definitely out, everyone wears trainers nowadays. 

h. My parents have no idea what’s in at the moment; they buy me awful clothes. 
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DISCUSSION 

 

9a.  Discuss these questions with your partner. 

 

a.  What music is cool in your country these days? What’s uncool? 

b.  In fashion, what’s in and what’s out? Is there anything that’s totally last year? 

c. Which brands are hip these days? 

d.  Do you pay much attention to trends and fashions? 

e. What’s the naffest thing you have ever owned? 

f. What’s the funkiest thing you have ever done or owned? 

g. How cool are your parents? 


